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— — — NHANVAT — ——

HARA NAOKO
Sinh vién nam ba dai hoc. Mang md&i hoai nghi vé cdi chét cua anh trai
Koichi.

SAWAMURA MAKOTO
Ban cta Naoko, ciing ¢6 di tim hi€u chéin twdng vu an.

ONG CHU KIRIHARA
Chi nha khach kiéu Au Me Ngbng.

BEP TRUONG
Pong quén ly nha khach Me Ngdng. Mot ngeoi dan 6ng to béo.

TAKASE
Nam, nhan vién nha khach, ching hon 20 tudi.

KURUMI
N, nhan vién nha khach, khoang 25-26 tudi.

VO CHONG BAC ST MASUDA
Mot d6i vor chong gia, khéch tro tai phong Cau London va Me Ngdng gi.

VO CHONG SHIBAURA
Mot doi vor chdng ching 35-36 tudi, khach tro tai phong Chd ngdng va
Ong 130 chan dai.

KAMIJO
Nam thanh nién chung 30 tudi. Khéch tro tai phong Mill.



OKI
Nam thanh nién gén 30 tudi. Thudc tip th€ thao. Khach trg tai phong Thanh
Paul.

ENAMI
29 tudi. Khéch tro tai phong Jack va Jill.

NAKAMURA & FURUKAWA
Hai nam thanh nién, chting hon 20 tudi. Khach tro tai phong Hanh trinh
maoi.

CANH SAT TRUONG MURAMASA
Canh sat di€u tra vy 4n mang tai nha khach.



Ai da giét Cock Robin?
“La ta,” Chim sé ndi...



— — — MéPAUT — — —

Doi hoang hon tit béng, g8 mdi bit dau cong viéc. Gi sor s& bi ai d6 trong
thay. Phai, tuyét d6i khong dwore d€ ngwoi khac trong tha'y.

LAu 1&m r6i gd m&i 1am may cong viéc chan tay th& niy. Von di binh
thwong ga da ch:fmg may khi van dong co’ th€, gan diy con phai chd y
khong dwoe 1am gi qud strc. C6 18 vi the’ ma vira m&i bt dau cong viec mot
chit ga da thé khong ra hoi, ['dng ngue dau tirc.

Khong c¢an phai voi. Vira ng'di xom xudng, ga vira ty nhd nhw vay. Con
khoi thoi gian, véi lai mot noi nhe the nay s& ching ma nao thém lui t&i.
Quan trong nhat la ¢an hanh dong mot cach can trong.

Nghi ngoi mét chit, ga ti€p tuc quay lai véi cong viéc ctia minh. That
cha dé gi quen duoc. Pa bao nhiéu nim roéi gi chwa dong dén cudc xéng,
ciing may 14 chwra quén céch st dung. Ga do cham nhung chic chén.

Dao dwoec mot lic, ga dwng lai, 18y chié€c hop gd van d€ bén canh dit
thtr vio. Toan bd chiéc hop di nim gon trong hd’, tuy nhién, trong dau suy
tinh th&" nao do, ga lai 16i chi€c hop ra, quy€t dinh dao sau thém chit ntra.

“Khong dworec hap tap!”

L'an nay ga ndéi thanh ti€ng nhw d€ xac nhéan lai v&i chinh minh. Pay la
buwdc quan trong nha't. Bwd'c nay ma lam qua loa thi toan bo k& hoach s€ di
tong! Phai that can than va can than, can than chfmg bao gio 1a thira ca.

Mic du vdy gi van lic dau, nét mit thoang vé khong hai 1ong. Khong
da'u hiéu ndo cho tha’y ¢6 gi d6 chon dwdi chd dat nay. Liéu c¢6 nham Ian gi
ching? Khong, khong thé nham dwoc. Neu khong phdi chd nay thi chd nao
chit. R6t cudc. .. cdi thit kia cling chang bao ring ¢6 gi dwoc chon & day ca.
Mot trd 4o thudt... Sau cing c6 1& chi 1a vAy ma thoi. Va lai dii ¢c6 nhdm 14n
gi di nlra ga cling khong can ban tAm. K& tr gidy phit ndy, nhAm 14n s& tré



thanh chan ly.

Nghi vay, ga lai dit chié€c hop gd vao trong hd” modt I4n nira. Lan nay,
chi&€c hop da lot xudng kha sau. Thé nay thi n6 s€ khong the’ vo tinh bi 16 ra
dwoe. Ga git gu thoa man. Ga 1ap dat, phu tuy€t 1€n, gidm gidm vai cdi roi
quan sat chd da't d6. Mau tuyét ¢ vé hoi tdi hon xung quanh mot chit
nhwng khong d&€n mirc khi€n ngwoi ta nhin thd’y sy khac theong. Ga thdy
th& 1a On roi.

Ga vac xéng lén, quay lai 1671 khi nay minh da dén, vwra di vira nham tinh
lai k& hoach. T dau chi cudi déu hoan hao. Khong ai thdy ga chon chiéc
hop. Khi biét chic chin diéu minh lo 1&ng nha't da khong xay ra, ga cam
thay nhe long. Th& 1 &n, nhitng k& thong minh t&i mic d6 chic chang
nhi€u nhan gi dau.

“Keichi, cho ta nhé.” Bat giac, ga 1am bam.

bi dwore mét doan kha xa, ga chot nhan ra ¢6 bong ngwoi. Ngwoi nay di
trede gi ching mudi mét, ga c6 the thay rd dwoc cdi lung tredc mét. Co
the ngwdi nay da & day tir lau, ching qua do g ¢t cdi mit di nén khong
nhan ra. Tim ga thét lai. C6 th€ ngwoi d6 da chirng kién tw dau chi cudi
hanh dong cta ga. N&u vay thi k& hoach cla gi s€ tré thanh d6ng gid’y vun.

G4 van hét sitc gudong chian chay dudi theo, nham x4c dinh rd chan
twong cda cai bong kia. Trong tinh thé nay tuyét d&i khong dwoc phép sai
Tam.

Sang hom sau, chi ciia mot nha khach & Hakuba da dé€n don canh sat trinh
bao, rﬁng c6 mdt khach tro bi roi xuéng khe nidi va t& vong. C6 vé nhw vi
khach d6 da nga khi di Ién cay cau da hong & khe nii &y. Trén mat cau
dong bang nén ra't tron truot.

Vi khach 18y t€n Shimbashi Jiro d€ dang ky nghi tro. Th& nhwng, canh
sat da ngay lap tirc phat hién ra d6 chi 1a tén gia. Trong s& gidy to tly than
ho tim th&y mot phi€u kham bénh, theo thong tin trén phi€u kham, t€n that
cta nguoi khach tro 1a Kawasaki Kazuo. Sau khi d6i chi€u véi phia bénh
vién, danh tinh thwc sy cua ngwoi dan 6ng dd dwoc xdac minh. Ong
Kawasaki 53 tu0i, la chit mot tiém da quy & Tokyo. Theo loi k€ ctia gia
dinh nan nhén, 6ng da mat tich tredc d6 ba ngay. Con 1y do vi sao Ong ta



lai d&n nghi tro & Hakuba thi vAn chwra dworc 1am séng t0.



—— — MOPAU2 — — —

Con chim trong chiéc dong h'd ctic cu trong nhw da cii k§ 14m ro6i 16 mit ra
kéu chin Tan. Ngwoi dan 6ng dang cdm quén hiu bén tay phai dinh chiéu
twong, nhwng roi bat chot khyng lai. Pang nhin cham chd vao ban co la
mot ngudi dan 6ng co bip cudn cudn, mit ddy rau ria va mdt dng 1o cao
gay. Va nguoi dinh chi€u twdng 1a tay mat day rau.

“Chin gio r'6i cor a?”

N6i xong, tay d6 dat quan co xudng, chi€u twong. Mat 6ng 140 méo
xé&ch di nhw th€ vira an phai th gi d6 chua loét, trong khi tay mat day rau
thi cwdi khodi trd. O ban bén canh 12 mot t6p nim ngudi dang choi poker,
ho da choi dwgrc khoang mét ti€ng dong h'o. Mdt ngwoi dan dng khéo nang
t&i ca ta dang ngdi trdo bai. Ong ta 13 b&p tredng cta nha khach nay. Moi
ngwoi déu goi 6ng ta la BEp tredng. Bon nguoi con lai déu la khach tro
qua dém. C6 géi dang lam thém ¢ nha khach mang ca phé dén, c6 lam &
day ndm nay la nam thir hai. C6 gdi chirng 25-26 tu6i, nhwng nho hay miéc
40 ni mau sic sic s& va d€ mit moc nén trong cd cb vé tré hon tudi.

“La that day.”

Co6 géi dat ca phé 1én ban, thoang li€c nhin chi€c dong h'd cuc cu roi
noi.

“Sao hom nay ngwoi do lai di ngd som vay chi...”

“Chéc nguoi ta mét thoi.”

Mot vi khach dang choi poker vira quan sat nét mat cia nhirng ngwoi
choi khac vira néi. Ngwoi nay téc vudt keo, gy tror xuong.

“Con bu6n nga thweong dot nhién tim dén. Cling gidng nhur van may
vay.”

“Ca van xui cling th&"” Tay bép tredng to béo ngdi d6i dién ra bai. “Em



di xem tinh hinh th& nao di.”

C6 gdi néi v&i ciu thanh nién dang nam dai trén sofa doc bdo tuan. Ciu
nay trong tré hon cd mot chit va cling 1a nhan vién ctia nha khach, chuyén
phu trich may cong viéc nhw vin hanh n'6i hoi.

“Cong nhan, em ctng thdy hoti la.”

Cau ng'6i diy, gio cao hai tay veon vai, khop c¢6 kéu khyc mot ti€ng.

“Khoang ba muwoi phit tred'c em cling da goi 1én d6 mot an, nhwng
khong tha'y ai trd 101.”

Cau va c6 gai budc qua hanh lang mo t61, dén trwede can phong dé. Trén
ctra treo mot tAm thé gb khic dong chit HUMPTY DUMPTY. D6 12 tén clia cin
phong nay. C4u g6 hai, ba T4n 1én cia r'6i lai goi tén vi khach. Am thanh
vang vong khip hanh lang nhung trong phong van im phing phic. Cau
xoay thtr nim da'm ctra nhung ctra da khoa trai.

“Th mé ra xem.”

Nhin vé lo ldng cta c6 gdi dang ngwéce 1én nhin minh, cdu quyét tAm
quay lai phia hanh lang, di 18y chia khéa du phong.

Trwdc khi tra chia khéa vao 0, cu thi goi thém mot Ian nira. Khong ¢6
tiéng tra loi. L'an nay cdu manh dan tra chia vao 6 khoéa.

Ho ti€n vao phong khéch, ti€p d6 budc dé€n phong ngt & phia trong
cung. Ca ctra phong ngt c4u ciing gd thit nhung van khong ¢ ti€ng tra 1.
Vi ctra phong ngt cling khoa trai nén cdu budc phai st dung chia khoéa dw
phong mot Tan nwra.

Phong ngll sdng treng vi dén van dang bat. Bi ngop triedc dnh dén choéi
mét, cdu bat gidc nin thd. Thé nhung canh twong ma ciu chitng kiéh ngay
sau d6 moi 1a di€u lam cdu thye sy hoang h'on. Vi khach dang nim sap trén
givong, khudn mdt quay sang ngang. Cau ti€n thém hai, ba buwdc roi hét
1€n kinh hai.

Khudén mat bam tim ctia nguoi thanh nién dang nhin ciu tring trieng.

Chuyén xay ra vao mot dém tai nha khach trén ndi Hakuba & tinh
Nagano.

Diing vao khodng thoi gian 4y, bén ngoii clra s& tuyét bit dau roi.
Tigng thét cia ciu bi nhan chim trong man dém tring x6a roi tit lim.



NHA KHACH ME NGONG

] ——

Ga Shinjuku, 6 gio 15 pht sang.

Hai thanh nién vdi va budc 1én ciu thang dan vao san ga tuy&n Chuo-
honsen. Nguwoi di phia tredc midc quan bo nhi€u tdi mau ghi, khoac 4o
treot tuy€t mau xanh tim than sam, ¢4 mai téc kha dai vudt nguoc ra sau
va deo kinh rdm. Mic du dang deo mot chiéc ba 16 khd to nhung nho doi
chin dai, ngwoi d6 van nhe nhang nhdy hai bac ciu thang mot di 1én trén.
L&o déo theo sau 1a mdt cd gdi trong kha yéu &t. Chiéc tii trueot tuyét ¢
gén banh xe rat tién khi kéo trén dworng bang gic lai tré thanh chwdng ngai
khi phai leo cau thang. Vay nén cr leo dwoe vai bac c¢o lai phdi dung d€¢
nghi va tranh tha vén téc 1én, hoi thé tring duc nhw khéi thudc pha ra tr
khudn miéng xinh xén.

“Cu twr twr thoi cling dwore, van con thoi gian ma.”

Nguwoi thanh nién budc 1én san ga nhanh hon mét budc, quay lai phia
sau néi véi co6 ban dong hanh bing chit giong khan khan nhung khoe
khodn. C6 khong tra 1oi ma chi kh& gat dau. Chuyén tau hai ngwdi dinh 1én
da & sdn san ga, chi cho dén gio xua't phét. C6 vai ngwdi ciing dang leo 1én
cau thang gi6éng ho, ai cling mang theo van treot tuyét dai. Nguwoi & trén
san ga da dong nhung trong tau con dong hon. Chi€m hau hét ghé€ tau la
nhitng thanh nién mic @0 trueot tuyét hodc 4o len mau sic sic s&. Nhin qua
c6 vé nhw d6 1a ddm hoc sinh v6 ciing mong cho ky nghi dong, d€ xa hét
nhtrng cing thealng thwong ngay trén san truegt tuyét.

Hai nguoi di trén san ga, bang qua nhirng toa cé cac hoc sinh mat do
dan, roi budc vao toa tau dic biét mau xanh. Noi day tinh ling dén mirc
chaalng c6 vé gi la cuing doan tau v&i may toa kia. Trong toa nay ciing c6
ngudi di choi ndi tuyét, nhwng dai khdi 1a ho chin chdn hon maYy co ciu



1am "0n nhw hoc sinh mau gido di tham quan. Sau khi xdc nhan s6" gh&’, hai
ngwoi Tan lwgt ng'di xudng. CO gdi ng'6i phia ctira s0. Ngwoi thanh nién nhe
nhang nha’c hai tdi hanh 1y to t0 chang dat 1én gia d€ do.

“MaYy gio’ r'6i?”

Ngwoi thanh nién hdi, cd gai vén ¢ tay trdi cia chié€c 4o len, gio d0ng
h'6 ra. Chi€c dong h'6 quartz khong cé kim gidy chi ding bay gio. Nguoi
thanh nién 1am bam “OK,” cuing ldc d6 cua tau déng lai.

Hai thanh nién 1én tau tw ga Shinjuku khong thudc tip 6n ao, lubn mdm
luén miéng nhw gidi tré dao gan ddy. Nhung néu ai thinh thodng ling tai
nghe ho tro chuyén thi s€ nhin ra cd gai goi nguoi thanh nién la Makoto,
con Makoto goi cO géi 12 Naoko. Makoto du da 1én tau nhung van deo
nguyén cdp kinh ram.

“Cu01i cung cung di roi.”

Naoko thi thao, méit khong roi ctra s6. Tau van dang chay trong khu virc
ndi do Tokyo.

“Sao, hdi han roi 4?” Makoto hdi, mét vin ddn vao bang gio tau chay.
“Néu mudn thi gio' van quay lai dworc day.”

Naoko lwom nhe.

“Pwrng ¢6 duia nhé. Khong ¢6 chuyén to h6i han dau.”

“Vay m&i chan chi.”

Bi€u cam ctia Makoto gidn ra mot chit. Makoto chia bang gio’ tau chay
ra cho c0 xem.

“Khoang hon mwoi mdt gio tau sé t&i noi. Sau d6 bon minh di xe bus
ar’

Naoko 14c dau. “C6 6 t6. Ngudi cia nha khach s& ra dén.”

“Thé& thi may qud. Nguoi d6 ¢ biét bon minh khong?”

“Mot ciu tén Takase, t& da ting gdp mot Ian. Chi ¢6 ngwoi do tdi vieng
dam tang anh trai t&. Mot cu thanh nién tré.”

“Takase a...”

Makoto budt miéng néi nhw th€ dang suy nghi mong lung 14m. “Nguwoi
do ¢6 tin dwgrc khong?”



“Chang biét nira. Nhung t& cam gidc cdu &y 12 nguoi t6t.”

Nghe ciu néi ctia Naoko, Makoto thd hit ra mot tiéng, khée miéng hoi
nhéch 1én. Nhin phan rng d6, Naoko cui mét xudng va nhan ra minh da
ngd'c nghé&ch d&n chwng nao. Cdm gidc la ngwo'i t6t chi 1a chu quan, khong
phai thong tin c6 gia tri tham khao.

“Céu c6 mang theo tdm buu thi€p dé khong?” Makoto hoi.

Naoko gat dau, veon tay 12y chi€c tdi xach nhd dang d€ & phia vach
tau. C6 16i ra mot tim buu thi€p anh chup mot ndi tuyé&t binh thwong, chi
can dén Nagano thi mua bao nhiéu ciing dworc. Makoto doc lwdt nhanh
phian chwr. Noi dung ghi trén ta'm buwu thi€p nhw sau:

Chao Naoko, em khde chir? Anh dang tro trong mot nha khdch
& Shinshu. Ché nay vo cung ky la, nhwng ma ciing hay ho
ldm. Anh muén cdm on vin may da cho minh tim thdy nha
khdch nay qud. C6 1¢ nhitng né lirc ciia anh da bdt ddu dom
hoa két trdi roi.

A, anh c6 mot viéc muén nho em. Tim hiéu givip anh chuyén nay.
Chic em nghe sé thdy hoi ky qudc nhwng anh hoan toan
khong dua ddu. Anh dang rat nghiém tic. Cdu hoi dday: Me
Maria vé nha khi nao? Me Maria ¢ ddy chinh la Dwc me
Dong trinh Maria. Anh nghi cdu nay dwoc viét trong Kinh
thdnh hay o ddu do. Em tim hiéu gitip anh nhé.

Nhdc lai mét lan nika, anh dang rat nghiém tiic. Nhor em nhé. Sé
hdu tq.

Sau khi doc tdm bwu thi€p hai Ian, Makoto dwa tra lai cho c6 géi, thé
dai lc dAu.

“Chiu, khong thé hi€u noi.”

/“Té’ ciing ching hiéu. Anh trai t¢ von khong phai dan dao, tr dung lai
nhac d&n Pirc me Maria... C6 1€ vé nha khi nao 1a mot am hi€u chang?”

“Chéc vay.”

Makoto 14’y ngén trd ddy gong kinh 1én, ngad gh& ra sau d&€ nam gidn
ngwoi.



“Naoko nay, cau da tim hi€u roi ding khong? Két qua thé nao?”

Naoko cham chiam lic dau, vé mit wu tu.

“Chua th& nao ca... t& mdi chi tim hi€u trong Kinh thanh nhw loi anh
bao thoi.”

“Tuc 1a khong ¢6 doan van nao lién quan trong d6 a?”

Co khé gat dau u€ oai.

“Thoi, ching ta con chwa bi€t thé nao 1a li€n quan thé nao 1a khong lién
quan co’ ma.”

C& nghi ngoi gitt sitc di, Makoto 14m bam rdi tr tir nhdm mét dudi
chi€c kinh ram.

9 __ _

Quay tré lai cau chuyén ctia mdt tuan truoc.

D6 12 ngay cudi cling clia ndm hoc, tir mai ky nghi dong s& bit dau.
Makoto ding bén ctra sO giang dwong dang bac thang nhin ddm ban thw
thai di b6 vé nha. Makoto dang cho' Naoko. Td1 hom tredc Naoko da goi
dién hen gdp & chd nay, nhwng gip vi chuyén gi thi c¢6 khong néi. Makoto
chd chirmg ndm phit thi Naoko xudt hién, mdc du vy cd ciing ching xin
10i vi d&€n mudn, chi gidi thich 1y do hen & diy: “N6i chuyén & quan giai
khat t& s¢r bi ngwoi ta nghe thay.”

“Nhung c6 chuyén gi m&i dwgre chir?”

Makoto nhay 1én ngdi trén chi€c ban dau tién cia day ban x&€p dang bac
thang va hédi. Khi nghe giong Naoko trén dién thoai, Makoto da cam thay
Tan nay khong don gian 1a chuyén di choi nhw binh thwong. Va bay gio khi
nhin vé mit ctia cd ban, Makoto cang chic chin Naoko dang c6 chuyén gi
d6. Naoko mang gh& dén, ngdi xudng tredc mat Makoto, gwong gao mé
lovi.

“Cau biét anh trai t& ding khong?”

“... U, biét.”

Makoto ciling rut r¢ tra losi. Hai ngwoi quen nhau tir nam nha't dai hoc,



choi v&i nhau cling gan dwoc ba nam. Pa may Ian Makoto ghé nha c¢6
choi. Vay nén khi tinh co nhin tA'm anh c6 dit trén ban ¢ nha, Makoto biét
d6 1a anh trai c6. Anh 2y 1a ngwoi nhw thé nao nhi?

“Anh &y tén Koichi... nhi?” Makoto lyc tim trong tri nh¢, noi.

“U, anh 4y mat hoi thdng Mwoi hai ndm ngodi. Lic d6 anh hai muoi
hai tuoi.”

“R6i.”

“T¢ da n6i voi ciu vi sao anh &y chét chwa nhi?”

“Céau c6 ndi qua... thi phai.”

Canh sat két lun la tw sat. Tw sat bﬁng thudc ddc, trong mot can phong
cta nha khach & sau trong ndi tinh Nagano. Bén canh céi xac do guc trén
giwvong cuia anh ¢6 mot c6¢ Coca dang udng d&, con chirng mdt nira. Ho
xét nghiém Coca trong chi€c cd'c &y va phat hién cé chira m6t loai doc cuc
manh. Loai ddc dé ra't dac biét, chi can vo tinh d€ dinh vao tay thdi ciling c6
kha nang giy chét ngwoi. Koichi ¢6 dong cor d€ ty sat, hon nira canh sat
khong tim thdy ba't ctt mdi lién quan nao gitra Koichi va nhan vién nha
khach ciling nhw voi cac khach tro khac, vay nén ho da két luan day 1a mot
vu ti sat.

“Pwong nhién canh sat sé k&t ludn nhw vay r'6i.” Naoko néi v&i giong
cuc ky r6 rang. CO ti€p lovi, “Qua thyce 1a anh &y ¢6 dong cor d€ tw sat,” roi
trinh bay dai khai nhu sau:

Lic d6 anh Koichi dang c6 da'u hi¢u rdi loan tdm thdn. Nguyén nhan la
vi anh &y trwot ky thi cao hoc, tim viéc cting khong sudn sé, hoan toan
khong c¢6 dinh hwong gi cho twong lai. Anh &y tdt nghiép khoa Van hoc
Anh clia mét treong cong 14p nén tim viéc dang 1€ chealng kho khan gi,
nhung anh lai ¢6 tinh hwéng ndi, vy méi hdng viée. Khi bj cing thing anh
ay sé khong th€ ndéi ra dwoc nhirng gi minh nghi va roi vao trang thai
hoang loan. Ngoai van dé twong lai, viéc anh &y cam ghét tinh cach cua
chinh minh cling 1a mot nguyén nhan khi€n bénh tinh tré nén nghi€m trong
hon.

Thoi di€m anh Koichi dot nhién quyét dinh di du lich 1a vao thang Muoi
mot ndm ngodi. Tredc nguyén vong mudn di vong quanh Nhat Ban d€ rén
luyén tinh thédn cua con trai, b6 me¢ minh danh phai dong y du trong long
van thap thdm lo 1dng. Biét dau di day d6 sé& gidp vuc lai tinh than cho anh



Ay that. Gia dinh minh rat lo 1ing, nhung c6 vé anh Koichi ra't vui v& tin
hwdng chuyén du lich. Thinh thoang anh giri vé nhirng tdm buu anh va thw
tay, doc nhirng dong thw gia dinh cdm nhan dwoc anh dang tran ddy sinh
lyc. Nhwng khi ca nha bit dau an tAm thi tin d vé anh dwoc bdo VE.

“Viet dworc nhing dong thw twoi sdng khong c¢é nghia la bénh tinh da
khoi hin dau. Pic treng cta r6i loan tam thian la hai trang thai vui vé va
tram ud't thay phién nhau xua't hién.”

Vién cénh sat da n6i vay. N6i mot cdch dé hi€u thi day 1a bénh 161 loan
leong cuc.

“Gan day bénh nay phd bién 1m.” Makoto 14m bam.

“(¥ nha khdch d6 hoan toan khong ai bié€t anh trai t&, diéu d6 cang cung
cd gia thuyét anh &y ty sat. Pwong nhién, gitra nhirng ngwoi hoan toan
khong quen biét thi khéng c6 ddng cor d€ giét nguoi. Ngoai ra con ¢ mot
ching ctr khac ntra.”

“Ching ct?”

“Céan phong noi ho phat hién ra xac anh trai t& dwoe khéa kin, khong ai
c6 the vao dwore. Ca ctra chinh 14n ctra s0...”7

Makoto dam dam nhin khudén mdt Naoko h61 lau. Cud1 cung, Makoto
vin khép ¢b kéu ring ric roi 14m bam mot cdch chan chwong, “Phong kin
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“Vay, Naoko, di€u cau mudn néi la gi?7”

Ngay lap tirc, c6 16i twr trong tdi ra mot tdim bwu thi€p. Ngwoi nhén la
Naoko. Con ngwoi giri 1a nhan vat chinh trong ciu chuyén cda hai nguoi —
Koichi. Tt birc anh c6 th€ nhéan ra tAm bwu thi€p dwoc gri di tv Nagano.
Sau khi doc lwd't mot Ian ndi dung, Makoto 1am bam.

“KYy la that da'y. Me Maria vé nha khi nao v?”

“Pay la tim buwu thi€p t& nhin dwgrc sau khi anh t& mat, nén cé 1€ nd
dwoc gtri di ngay tredre khi anh &y qua doi.”

“Ghé that day.”

“Trong birc thw cudi cling anh &y viét cudi cing thi nd lyc clia anh da
bit dau dom hoa két trdi. Ciu c6 nghi mot ngwoi viet ra nhitng dong nhuw
thé& lai di ty sat khong?”

“No6i ra c6 1€ cdu s€ budn.” Makoto vira néi vira dwa tra tAm buwu thi€p



cho Naoko. “Nhung néu chi doc tdim bwu thi€p nay... thyc sy t& s€é nghi
anh trai Naoko c6 van dé vé tam than day.”

“Khong the'tin dwore.”

“La cau khong muon tin... thi dung hon.”

“Con ¢6 diéu khac ntra ma t& khong sao hi€u ndi. Té da k€ voi ciu chua
nhi? V€ cai loai ddc dwoc d6 ay?”

“Thir doc hi€m thady d6 ha? R6i, nhwng tén ctia né thi t& khong nho...”

“Aconitine. Goi 12 cAy phu ti thi c6 1& cdu dé hi€u hom nhi? N6 1a nhua
cua mot loai thyc vat.”

“Pa teng nghe qua.”

“Ngudi Ainu thudng ding nhyra doc d6 d& sin bt thi.”

“Cau bi€t rd qua nhi?”

“Té ¢6 doc trong sach réi ma.”

Cay phu t n& hoa tim tir mua ha d€n mua thu. Khi thu t&i, ho thu lwom
ré cay vé phoi khd khoang ba bdn tudn. P6 1a phwong thirc lwu truyén
trong bd toc Ainu. Thanh phan ddc chu yé&u trong cay la /m(f)t thr ¢ tén
Aconitine, sau khi phan tach s€ cho ra m6t cha't b6t mau trang, chi can vai
miligam 1a da gay chét ngwoi, con doc hon ca kali xyanua. P6 1a nhirng
kién thirc ma Naoko c6 dworc.

“Van dé la...” Makoto vudt ngueorc mai toc ra phia sau. “Lam th€ nao
ma anh ctia Naoko lai ¢é trong tay loai doc dwoc &y chr?”

“Chinh xdc, anh 2y khong thé c6 né!”

Naoko x&ng giong, mdt bi€u cdm khd hi€m thay & cd. “Té chua ting
nghe anh 4y bao ¢4 quen biét ai trong tdc Ainu ca.”

“Nhung tinh toi lic d6, anh cau da di du lich rdt nhiéu noi ding khong?
C6 th€ anh &y da t&i Hokkaido, va cling khong loai trir kha nang da 18y
duorc loai doc dugre nay.”

“Hin 12 canh sét cling 1ap ludn y nhw vy nén mdi dua ra két lun ki€u
d6. Nhung d6 chi 1a 1y 1& gworng ép chép v4, khong hon.”

“Ij’m, hin r'oi. Gi chit suy dién thi ma’y 6ng d6 1a s6 mot.”

No6i doan, Makoto vO dau birt tai. “Vay y dinh cda ciu la gi? Té hi€u
cam giac khong chap nhan dwoc viéc anh trai tw sat cia Naoko, nhung ciu
dinh 1am gi ch¥? Néu cdu mudn t& cung dé€n don canh sat d€ phan nan thi



ciing dworc thdi, nhung d4n d3 déng dwore mdt nim roi, chwa chic ho da
nghiém tic m¢ lai dau daYy.”

Mot nét ceoi mang an y hién 1én khudén mat ctia Naoko.

“Noi t& mudn cau di cing khong phai 1a d6n canh sat”

N61 doan, ¢6 nhin thealng vao mit Makoto. Khée miéng hién hoa nhung
4nh mat cuc ky nghiém tic.

“T¢ dinh di Nagano.”

“Nagano?”

“Chinh xac 1a d&€n nha khach d6.”

C6 nhin vé bit ngd clia Makoto bang 4nh mét diém tinh, sau d6 dju
giong ndi ti€p. “Td mudn ki€m chirng lai moi viéc. Anh trai t& da chét &
mot noi nhw thé nao, trong hoan canh nhw thé nao... Va t& mudn tim ra sy
that.”

“Sy that w...?” Makoto thé dai. “Li€u c6 sy that nao khac ngoai anh trai
cdu da tw sdt khong day?”

“Né&u khong phai la anh t& ty sat, thi ai da gi€t anh ay? Té phai tim ra
ké do.”

“Cau noi that da'y a?” Makoto tron mét nhin thflng vao Naoko.

“That.” Naoko dép.

“Vu an da khép lai cd ndm nay. Bay gio’ cdu c¢6 t&i do6 thi cling tim hi€u
dwore gi chir? N&u mudn di, dang 1€ cau phai di tw 1au roi.”

Vin bang giong diém tinh, Naoko ddp.

“La t& cd tinh doii mot nam da’y.”

“Ha?” Makoto ngac nhién.

“Té mudn dén do twr 1au r'oi. Ly do t& phai kiém ché va cho’ cho t&i tin
ngay hom nay, 14 b&i t& nghe dworc tin ring nhitng khach tro tai nha khéach
khi d6 1a mot nhém khach quen, ndm nao cling tu héi mot Tan vao cung thoi
gian nay.”

“Khach quen a?”

“Nha khdch d6 chi ¢6 ching mwdi phong, cir vao dip ndy mdi ndm, van
nhtrng khach tro d6 lai d€n dat hau hét cac phong &y. Nam ngodi cling vay,
ngoai anh trai to ra, td't ca déu la ngwoi trong nhém khach quen y.”



“Ra vay...”

Makoto da hi€u muc dich ctia Naoko. Van nhat né€u d6 la mot vu giét
ngwoi, thi hung tha chi ¢é th€ 1a nhin vién nha khach hodc ngwoi trong
nhém khach quen. Néu c¢é mdt thoi di€m ma td't ca nhirng ngwoi d6 tap
trung lai, thi &y chinh la thoi di€m t6t nha't d€ tim ra chan twdng vu viéc.

“Nhung ndi that nhé...” Makoto 1am bam. “Céanh sat da di€u tra ra't ky
ma con khong tim ra di€u gi, vy dan nghi€p du nhe minh c6 ra mét cing
lam sao kham pha dworc gi chk?”

“Vi mot nam da tréi qua nén ké dich s€ lor 1a. V@i lai, khi d61 phé voi
canh sat bon ching s€ c6 tdm ly thin trong, nhung véi mét ¢6 géai binh
thwong nhw t& thi ¢6 1€ chiing sé khong qua d€ tam. Pwong nhién t& sé gik
bi mit viéc minh la em gdi cia ngwoi da khuat.”

“Ké dich luén co a...”

Makoto nhtin vai. Cé vé Naoko da bit dau coi day 1a mdt vu giét nguoi
that. “Pwoc roi duwoce roi. Vay cdu mudn t¢ lam gi nao?”

Makoto thtt hdi. Va céu tra 1o ding nhw dw doan. Naoko cdi mat, r'oi
ngude nhin bang 4nh mét van lon.

“Té dang nghi, liu ciu c6 th€ di cung t& khong? Pwong nhién ciu
khong mudn thi thoi.”

Makoto thé hit ra mot hoi 1am vai nhap nhd, doan nguéc mét 1én nhin
tran nha, lam ra vé& bat ddc di 14m.

“Cau mudn t& choi tro tham t cing ha?”

Naoko ngai ngiing cup mét.

“Nguoi t& ¢6 the nho ciy dwore chi ¢c6 mdi Makoto thoi. Nhung clu ti
chdi cling dwoc, to biét diy 1a mot loi nho va rat vo 1y.”

“B& me cdu khong ¥ kién gi 42”7

“Té da bao ho la minh di treegt tuy&t. Bdi vi né€u ndi thét, nhat dinh bo'
me s€ khong cho to di. T¢ cling bdo s€ di cung ciu... vi b6 me t& rdt tin
twdng cau.”

“T¢ ching ddng tin vay dau.”

Makoto dirng ddy lam cdi ban kéu lach cach, doan di ngang qua Naoko
van dang cui mit, ti€n vé phia ctra. Makoto da dinh s& néi mot cau dai y 1a:
Néu dinh & lai vao ngwoi khdc thi cdu sé chang lam dwee gi dau. Dit la



ngwoi yéu hay ban thdn ciing vdy thoi.

Thé nhwng khi nghe Naoko dap, Makoto dirng strng lai, cling khong néi
dwoc diéu minh dang nghi.

“Ping vay nhi...”

Tw ¢6 gai dang rl vai cdi mat 4y, mdt giong mong manh truyén t&i.

“Chéc chflng ai dé chju dwoc v&i chuyén nay nhi? Xin 16i nhé, t& nhdng
nh€o qua r'oi. Cau khong céin phai ban tim dau, t& s€ di mot minh. Nhwng
ma nho cdu mdt viéc nhé. Hay néi voi bd” me t& 1a cdu da di trueot tuyét
cung t&. Khong phién phirc gi dau, chi ¢dn bon minh néi khép nhau la
dwoc.”

“Cau van mudn lam that day a?”

“ff, that.”

Makoto nhin mat, lai dwa tay 1én vO dau, dung hét sirc d4 manh vao
chi€’c ban bén canh r6i chay nhanh lai tém 13y vai Naoko.

“T¢ s€ di cling cau, nhung v&i vai diéu kién.”

Giong Makoto c6 vé tirc gidn. Makoto that sy dang rd't gidn. Gian
Naoko, va ca chinh ban than minh.

“Khong dwoc lam viéc nguy hi€ém. N&u c6 bang chitng d6 chi 1a mot vu
tw sat thi 1ap tirc quay vé, va khi thd'y moi viéc khong con trong tAm ki€m
soat thi cling 14p tirc quay vé. Ba diéu kién d6. Hét.”

“Makoto...”

“T¢ hoi lai mot I'an nira, cdu nghiém tic ch?”

“Hoan toan nghiém tuc.”

_ 3 ___

Pau ngén tay Naoko di thanh m6t hinh tron trén tim kinh mo hoi nwdec,
canh bén ngoai rd rang hién ra nhw th€ tdm kinh mo’ bi khoét hin mot 13.
Thoi tiét that dep, bau troi trong xanh d&n chéi mét, Naoko bat gidc nhin
mit. Thang Mwoi hai ndm nay thoi ti€t van chwea qud lanh, nhwng khung
canh dang lwdt qua bén ngoai ctra sd kia da hoan toan chim trong tuyét



tring bao trum. Poan tau c6 1& di chay vao dja phan tinh Nagano. Nhat Ban
that 1a rdng 1o, ¢d tram tr'oé mot cau vo vi.

“Sép t&i roi nhi?”

Ching biét do néng gdt hay do c6 ban ng'di canh, Makoto thirc gidc va
b4t dAu vwon vai. Chiec dong hd deo tay clia Naoko chi ding mudi mot
gi®’, qua nhién 12 sip t&i noi roi. Tau d&n ga Shinano—Amagi nim phiit sau
d6. Nha ga nhd toi mirc ¢6 cam gidc chi ¢an ngwoi 14i tau lo 1a mot chiit 1a
s€ chay qud, kién tridc san ga ciing 16n x0n. Ctra tau va san ga cach nhau
mot khodng khd xa, hon ntra tuyét da dong bang nén khi budc xudng,
Naoko hoi lao dao. C6 ca thay bdn nguoi xudng ga nay, gom Makoto,
Naoko va mét cap vor chong gia. Tau vira di khoi thi trén san ga, cu 6ng bi
treot chan ngd. Nhin vi tri ngd c6 th€ dodn chic dng bi vap chan khi budc
xudng tau.

“T6i da bao 1a nguy hi€m r'6i, vdy ma ong chging de’'y gical”

Giong ndi1 the thé vang vong trong sin ga yén tinh.

Nguwoi phu nir méc do khodc 16ng mau den — hin 1a phu nhan — nim 13y
canh tay phdi cua nguoi dan 6ng, d@ 6ng dirng diy. Sau hai, ba Tan trugt
lién ti€p nira, cu éng da xoay x& ding ddy dwoe. Ong mic 4o khodc day
mau ghi dai t&i hdong, ddi chi€c mi the sdn cing mau.

“T6i dau biét 1a khoang cach lai xa thé chir. Ma chaalng hi€u sao bang lai
déng day thé nay.”

“Ong nhé lai di, nim ndo 6ng chéng ngd & day. San ga thi thap, mua
nay tuyé&t con déng bang nhiéu.”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén nam nao cting nga.”

“Lai khong a. Nam ngoai 6ng cling nga, nam kia 6ng cling nga, [an nao
cling 12 t6i d& dng. N&u khong c6 tdi, chic nim nao ong ciing phai quay lai
Tokyo vi dau roi.”

“Pu roi ddy, ngeoi ta dang ceoi minh kia kia.”

Qua ddng 1a Makoto va Naoko dang cwoi that. Tha'y cdp vor chong gia
da nhén ra va dang nhin minh, hai ngwoi b6i rdi voi ra khi cira soat vé.

Phong cho clia ga Shinano—Amagi 1a mot phong nhd cyc ky don gidn
dworc thiét k& theo hinh chir U c6 d3t ba bang ghé&” dai, mdi bang du d€ cho
bdn ngwdi ng'di. Chinh gitta hinh chi U c6 dit mot chiéc 1o swdi bing dau
hda ki€u cd, nhung Ira da tit mat roi. Makoto dinh vin chi€c nim bén



canh 10 swdi nhwng roéi lai thoi vi nhan ra vach hién thi lwong dau con lai
da vé s6 0.

“Lanh that da’y.”

Naoko vira ng'di xudng ghé lién lién tuc xoa hai tay vao dui. Lira trong
16 swdi da tit, khung canh bén ngoai nha ga lai cang lam ting thém cim
giac lanh 1€o trong cd. Phia trwed'c nha ga c6 ba cdn nha nhd khong ro dung
de€ lam gi, sat d6 1a khu rirng phi mot 1op tuyét mong. Con dwong di nhod
hep va chwa dwoc trai nhya can than vé mot dwong cong dot ngot r'oi bién
mat vé phia bén kia khu rung.

“Nguwoi dén dén van chwa t¢i nhi?”

Makoto deo gang tay treot tuy€t roi ngdi xudng canh Naoko, hot lanh
cua chi€c ghé truyén qua mong roi thim sau vao tan bén trong co’ the. Vo
ch'ong 6ng lao khi ndy gio’ da ra khoi ctra sodt vé, cling d&€n ng'di xuéng doi
dién v&i hai ngwdi, gitta hai bén 13 cdi 10 swdi da tét 1tea. Ong chdng chirng
sau muwoi tuoi, nhirng sgi téc da nga bac 10 ra tor canh bén chi€c mi tho
sin. Ong c¢6 khudn mit dai, d6i mét va ciip 16ng may hoi cup xudng theo
hai heong gidng nhw kim dong h'6 chi tim gio hai mwoi phiit, tao mot 4n
twgng hién hau. So v&i thoi cia minh thi 6ng ¢6 mot chiéu cao hi€m tha'y,
chung trén m6t mét bdy mwoi. Vira ngdi xudng ghé’, 6ng 1ién dwa hai tay
lai géan 10 swdi d€ ho, nhung khi nhan ra 10 swdi hoan toan khong &m, 6ng
danh tw twr thu tay vé bd vao tdi 4o nhw th€ khong biét lam gi véi doi ban
tay dang gio’ ra vay.

“Mudn nhi?”

Phu nhan vwra nhin d6ng h'd vwra néi. Ba deo mét chi€c dong h'd dang
14c tay mau bac trdng c6 vé dit tién.

“Chic ho di bing 6 t6.” Ong chdng ho hitng dép. “Ch?ing bi€t 0 t0 co
gdp chuyén gi khong nwra.”

Phu nhan ngdp nhe mdt cdi roi nhin sang phia hai nguoi d6i dién.

“Hai chau cting di du lich a?”

Ba hdi Makoto va Naoko, d6i mdi quy phai cong 1én thanh mét nu cwoi.
C6 1€ do ba hoi day ddn mot chit nén lan da trong tré trung va ra't it nép
nhan. C6 1€ vi dang nguoi thap da quen phai ngwde 1€n nhin xung quanh,
khi ng'6i ba van thing lung git tw the ngay ngén.

“Vang a.” Naoko tra 1o1.



“Thé a. Nhung mot noi nhw thé nay thi ¢é cai gi dau ch? Hai chdu &
lai dau th&?”

Sau moét thoang do dy, Naoko tra 1oi. “Bon chédu tro lai mdt nha khach
tén Me Ngbng a.”

Mit ba sdng 1én.

“Qua nhién la nha khach &y. Ngay tw d4u bac cling da dodn vy, bdi &
day c6 nha khach 1on nao khac ntra dau. Thye ra hai bac cling dang di dén
do day.”

“Vay a...”

Naoko bd1i rdi nhin sang Makoto dang ngdi canh. Nét mit Makoto van
khong hé thay d6i, chi c6 doi méat dwdi cip kinh rAm dang 4nh 1én gwdm
guom.

“Hai bac c6 hay t¢i day khong a?” Nhin hai nguoi kia, Makoto hi.

“C6 chr.” Ba vui vé gat dau dap. “Tw khi 6ng nha bac vé hwu, ndm nao
bon bdc cling dén diy. Hai chdu I4n d4u tién tro & Me Ngdng nhi. Chd do
ky la 18m E‘iﬁ’y, phai khong 6ng?”

Ong “U...” mét tiéng d6ng tinh v&i vor, nhung dang tra 161 d thi quay
qua héi Makoto va Naoko.

“Hai chau la nguoi yéu a?”

Hai nguoi chwa kip trd 1ovi thi Phu nhan da huych khuyu tay vao bén
swon chong.

“Ong that 12, lai 4n n6i khong dau r'oi. Xin 18i hai chdu nhé, 6ng nha béc
héi v6 duyén qua.”

Ba cau nhau chdng roi dot nhién chuyéh qua xin 16i cdp d6i Makoto.

“Da, khong sao a.” Makoto cuwoi dép lai.

Ong chdng t6 v& mit khong hi€u chuyén gi dang xdy ra, sau d6 hudng
mét nhin ra deong. Sau mudi phiit k& tir khi ho xudng tau, cudi cing mot
chiéc xe wagon cé thiét k& one-box¥ mau tring di xudt hién trén con
dwong hep phia tredc nha ga. Ngwoi lai xe tré tudi nhanh nhen chay t&i
khu viec phong cho. P6 1a mot chang trai chueng hon 20 tudi, ham rang
tring sang trong phan v&i lan da den nhém do chdy tuyét.

“RAt xin 10i d3 d€ quy khéch cho 1au.” Chang trai mé 1o va cii dau
chao.
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“Takase, 1au 1im m¢&i gip chau. Nim nay lai nho’ chéu gitp do roi.”

“Vang, bac géi van khde manh qua a. Bac si, 1du roi méi gip bac.”

Ngwoi dan 6ng dwoe goi 1a bac si hoi cii dau chao roi hdi véi giong lo
lang.

“Doc dwong c6 chuyén gi ha chau?”

“C6 khach d&n chd bon chdu bang 6 t6 riéng, gitra chirng thi b ket lai do
dwong tuy&t, chdu phai di d&€n d6 gitp. That sy ra't xin 16i moi nguwoi!”

“Khong sao, khong sao, chéau an toan la tot roi.”

Bac si xach chiéc tdi Boston 1én, dirng day.

Anh nhin ctia Takase chuyén tir Phu nhan sang hai ngudi tré ng'di canh.

“Co6 la Hara... da phai khong?”

“Vang.”

Naoko vtra tra 1oi vira dirng ddy. Ho thét cta ¢6 1a Hara, nhwng d€ cac vi
khach khéac khong nhén ra ¢6 ¢6 quan hé voi Hara Koichi, ¢6 da quyét dinh
dung ho gid. Pwong nhién chi ¢6 minh Takase, ngwoi da gip cd ¢ dam tang
anh trai la bi€t viéc d6. C6 da gidi thich voi ciu ay la: “Téi mudn dwoc
tha’y nha khach noi anh trai minh nghi lai nhieng ngay cudi doii. Thé nhwng
n&u d€ ngwoi khac d€' y thi khong hay, nén mong anh hay gitr kin viéc t6i
dung tén gia.”

Takase nhin sang Makoto, dio mét b&i rdi.

“Trén dién thoai, t6i cr nghi ca hai déu la... con gdi...”

Nghe ciu ta néi, ngwdi c6 vé ngac nhién nha't 13 Phu nhan. Bing diéu bd
khoa trirong nhir mot dién vién dang dién trén san kha'u, ba ngwdc mit 1én
tran ctia cin phong chor, 1ic 1ic cdi dAu cung khudn mit tron xoe.

“Oi, sao dan 6ng lai ¢6 th€ vo tm tuy tién d&n vay. Ong xa nha ta hon
sdu muoi roi da danh, ngay ca cau Takase con tré cling nham dwoc sao?
Hai ngwoi nhin nhw thé” nao ma cé thé€ nghi ti€u thw xinh dep nay la dan
ong dwoc chr?”



Bénh sau c6 gén xich 16 khién than xe kha rung, nhung chiéc xe wagon
tring vin manh mé lao di trén dwong tuyét. Theo 1o Takase thi tir ga
Shinano—Am,agi V€ t&’i nha khach mat cheng ba mwoi phit. Vay 1a chinh
minh cling sdp toi noi anh trai qua doi. Chi can nghi vy thdi Naoko da
tha’y cang thang, tedng nhw toan bd than thé’ néng bung 1én.

“Sawamura Makoto a... Chtr Makoto trong tén chdu viét nhw thé' nao?”

V¢ Béc si hoi. Chi€c wagon nay cé ba hang gh€&’, hang ghé& & gitra c6 thé
xoay nguoc lai d€bdn ngwdi ding sau ng'di ddi dién nhau.

“Hai chtt Chdn Cédm a.” Makoto tra loi.

“Ra't d& nhAm thanh con trai.” Naoko tim tim cwoi bd sung.

Thyc t& da tirng ¢6 TAn nhw vay. Lan d4u tién Naoko din ¢ ban nay vé
nha choi, bd' ¢6 da nghiém mit vi twdng cd din ban trai vé nha.

“Béc that vo duyén qud, cho béc xin 161 nhé!”

Béc si ctii d4u that thAp d&n ndi chi con nhin thdy ma’y s¢i toc bac thd
ra tor phia mang tai. Pay da 1a Tan thir ba Makoto bi nham th& nay r'oi.

“Chéc cd Makoto va Naoko déu 1a sinh vién nhi?”

“Vang.” Makoto tra loi. “Bon chdu hoc cung treong.”

“Bac hdi treong nao dwgc chir?”

“Puwoc a.”

C6 ndi that tén treong minh dang theo hoc. Tw tred'c khi dé€n day cé hai
da thong nha't han ché t61 da viéc phai néi do1i, vi gidu dau thi dé 10i dudi
ma. Phu nhan cé vé hai 1ong nén khong héi gi thém, chi thé dai vé that sy
ti€c nudi, “Con tré thich that day.”

“Bac Masuda la bac st a?”

Thay Phu nhan dang tam ngwng loi, Naoko hdi. Triede khi leo 1én xe cd
da nghe dwoc ho cta ba 1a Masuda.

“U ding, nhwng phai thém ttr cieu vao.”

Béc si dap, d€ 160 ham rang sang bong. Mac du da cao tudi nhung ham
rang cta ong ra't dep. Naoko chot nh¢ ra vira nady Phu nhén c¢6 néi “Tw khi
ong Ay nghi hwu, ndm nao bon bac cling t&i day.”

“Gio bac diéu hanh bénh vién a?”

“Trudc day thoi. Con bay gio’ v’ ch'dng con gai nha bac 1én thay.”



“Nhu vay la an tim r'oi. Gio hai bac c¢6 th€ thong dong tdn hwdng cudc
sOng.”

"[\J’, cling c¢6 th€ coi l1a nhw vay. Bac si gwong gao ndi. Naoko cam thay
c6 chit budn trong giong ndi ciia 6ng.

“Hai bac nam nao cung dén day, c6 ly do gi dac biét khong a?”

Makoto diém nhién hoi. Mot cAu hoi rat dit gid doi v&i ban than hai
ngwoi. Qua nhién ¢ Makoto di cung thit t6t, Naoko tham nghi. Nguoi tra
loi cAu hodi nay 1a Phu nhan.

“Ly do dau tién la vi & day chaalng cogica”

“Vi... khong c6 gi?”

“Nude Nhat bay gio’ ching thi#u nhing noi ma cdi gi ciing ¢6, ding
khong? Nhitng noi muia dong cé th€ tregt tuy€t, mua he c¢é the choi tennis,
boi 101, da ngoai... ngoai ra khong thi€u mét thir gi &y. Téi nhirng noi nhw
vay, qua nhién la v6 clung tién lgi, nhwng that long ma ndéi, n6 khi€n bac c6
cadm gidc minh van tiép dién cudc sdng noi phd’ thi, tAm h'on khong lang lai
dwoc. Téi noi diy thi ¢6 th€ hoan toan yén tdm, vi chang ¢6 gi nén nha
khach ciling it, ngwoi cling khong dong, khdng '6n ao ndo nhiét. Bac thd’y do
chinh la wu di€m cua noi nay.”

“Ra la vay. Gio thi chdu hiéu r6i.”

Makoto gat dau. Bén canh, Naoko ciing gat gu phu hoa. Ly do do, phan
nao ho c6 the€ hieu dworc.

“Nam nao cdc bac cling dé€n vao thoi gian nay a?”

“U. Vi day 1a thoi di€ém ving nha't trong nidm. Hon nita, khach dit
phong fam nay thwong la khach quen. Bén vao thoi di€m nay, hai bac cé
th€ gdp dwoc nhimg thanh vién quen thudc 4y, gidong nhu mdi ndm hop 16p
mot Tan vay. Ong nha bac khodi nha't 1a danh co’ véi nhieng ngwoi d6 day.”

Bén canh vo, Bac si yéu ot phan bién, “Khong phai thé” dau.”

“Tai sao lai toan khdch quen dit phong nhi?” Makoto thic méc.

“Um... C6 I& 1a ngAu nhién thoi.”

“Vinoi nay... chaamg cogia?’

“Dung vay day.”

Nét mat Phu nhan ra't vui vé, c¢é 1€ vi thich cach néi chuyén cia Makoto.

Mic dit ¢6 ddi ldc chiéc wagon trang xudng doc nhung dwdng nhw ho



dang mdi lic mot di 1én cao d4n. Khung canh bén ngoai di hoan toan
chuyén sang mau tring x6a. Nhitng tia ning chi€u xudng tr bau troi cao
khong mot gon may dworc ndi tuy&t phan xa lai, hit thaalng vao trong xe.
Makoto kéo rem lai.

“Chinh 1y do cdc chau d&n didy mé&i khién bac thic mic AYy. Tai sao hai
dira lai dén tan day vay? Hin phai ¢6 cdc khu tregt tuy€t khac bot héo lanh
hon ch?”

Pén lwot Phu nhan hdi lai. Theo mach ciu chuyén tir ndy t&i gior thi thic
méc clia ba 13 dwong nhién. Tuy vdy, Makoto mit van khong 16 cam xic,
binh than tra 1oi.

“Cling khong c6 1y do gi dic biét a. Chi 1a bon chdu da chan voi nhirng
dia di€m hay dén r'6i nén thir chon mot noi khac biét chit thdi. Sinh vién
ranh rdi ma.”

“Pung the.”

Chi vay thoi la da thuyét phuc dwoec Phu nhan, vi ba da twy minh hiéu
ring “Cé 1& vay, gidi tré bay gior 12 the"”

O to @6t ngdt ré. Ngay 1dp tirc, xung quanh ti sam lai. Chiéc xe wagon
clr thé ti€n vao con dwong nhd twdng chung nhw cwong ép rach mot vét
Xxuyén vao trong ring.

“Séap t&i noi roi.” Béc si1dm bam.

Sau chwrng hai, ba phit chay trong rirng, d6t nhién dnh sang lai chan hoa
treéc mit. Gitra lung ching nii 13 mot viing da't bang mé rong, con dwong
hep vé mot dwong cong mém mai r'6i trai dai ra xa. Phia tredc con dwong,
mot toa nha mau nau chdy 16 dang.

“D6 chinh 13 nha khach Me Ngdng.”

Bic si nheo mét néi.

___§ __

Me Ngdng 1a khu nha khéach cht y&u c6 mot ting, ddy d6 1a nhitng géc mai
nhon nhd ra khién ngwoi ta nghi dé€n nhirng 1au dai nhd theo phong cach
Anh quéc. Cam gidc nhw dy 13 phién ban xiy bang gach cfia ki€u nha gd



dang dwgc wa chudng hién nay. Xung quanh nha khach ¢6 twong bao,
phang pha't khong khi thoi Trung c0.

“Pep qua.” Naoko 1am bam.

“Ban d4u hinh nhw noi nay 1a biét thy cia mét ngwoi Anh. Vé sau vi ly
do gi d6 ho phai chuyén nhwong lai, dng chu hién tai mua va bi€n n6 thanh
mot nha khach. So véi kién tric gbc thi khdng cai tao xay stra gi nhiéu.”
Phu nhan giai thich.

Chiéc wagon di qua cdnh cOng bang gach dd, t&i ngay mot bii dd xe
nhd. Pa cé vai chiéc xe dd sdn & d6. C6 18 1a xe clia cdc khdch tro t&i
trrd'c, Naoko nghi.

Nha khach dwgrc xay theo hinh chit U bao quanh mot khoang san. Nhin
chung day la nhirng ng6i nha mot fang voi phong cach twra tira giong nhau
xay sat canh nhau, chi riéng hai nha & khu vyc chinh gitra ¢6 thém fang thi
hai, thanh ra pha vo sy can d6i cua toan bo khu nha.

“T&1i noi r6i, cdm on moi ngwdri.” Takase tat mdy, quay lai phia sau néi.

“Cam on, ciu cling va't va roi.” Nguwoi dap 1o 1a Makoto.

Khoang san phit mot 1op tuy€t mdéng. Khi bwdec xudng, chan moi nguoi
lin vao 1&p tuyét chirng mot centimet.

“Ong can than ding d&€ ngd nhé.” Hai ngwdi Naoko nghe tiéng Phu nhén
dan do ch'ong & sau lung.

O 161 vao, c6 dit mot tim bién gd dé dong chit ME NGONG. Day 1a dau
hiéu duy nha't cho thad'y ngwoi diéu hanh nha khach nay 1a ngwoi Nhat. Mo
canh ctra bang gd 13 c¢6 th& nhin thA'y mot canh cira khic bang kinh & chinh
dién, phia trong c¢6 ngwoi dang lam viéc. Takase m& canh ctra d6, ndi vong
vao bén trong.

“T6i don khach veé roi!”

“Cam on cdu.” C6 ti€ng dap lai khe khé.

Hai ngwoi Naoko bwdc vao ngay sau Takase, cling ldc mdt ngwoi dan
ong rau ria Xom xoam ti quay 18 tn bude ra. O day 1a sanh chd v&i vom
tran cao, trong géc 1a quAy 1& tan, sdu bén trong quay 1€ tAn c6 I& 1a nha
bép. Trong sanh cé k&€ mdt chi€c ban tron bon ghé’, ngoai ra con k& mot
chiéc ban dai rat to. Phia d6i dién v&i quay 1€ tan cling c6 mot chiéc 10
swoi.



“Pay la 6ng chu cta nha khéach nay.”

Cung voi loi gioi thiéu cua Takase, nguwoi dan 6ng mat rdu cdi dau
chao, “To1 la Kirithara.”

Anh ta mic 4o dai tay th€ thao va quan jeans, co’ thé€ rdn chic cho thay
hin ngay trede da ting luyén tap rat nhidu. Nghe d&n ngudi diéu hanh nha
khach, Naoko da twong twong ra modt ong bac ngoai 50 tuoi. Th& nhwng
ngwoi dan 6ng ding tred'c mat c¢d nhin thé nao cling chi tam 30 Ia cung.
Thuyec t€ sai 1éch v&i hinh anh twdng twong khién ¢6 ¢6 chiit bdi rdi.

“Ong chi, mong dng gitip d6 nhé.”

Tw phia sau Naoko, Phu nhén cdt giong néi. Ngwoi dan 6ng nhin vi
khéach quen mot cach triu mén r'di chuyén qua cap Naoko.

“Hai vi ctr twr twr tdn hwdng nhé. Pa dé€n day r'oi thi ta't ca déu la ban be.”
Nguwoi dan 6ng d&'16 ham ring tring béng dang sau bd rau xX6m xoam.

“Vang, mong dng gitp do.” C4 hai cung cui dau dap.

“Ma d€ hai vi nay & cin phong d6 liéu c6 6n khong?” Ong cha nhin sang
Takase v& lo l1ing va hdi.

“Da... Luc khach dat phong, t6i da giai thich tinh hinh va khach ciing
d6ng y.” Takase quan sat nét mit cia hai cd gdi va caa Ong chu r'oi ddp.
Naoko hi€u 16 cau chuyén ho dang noi.

“Viéc d6 khong sao dau. Ching t6i cling khong qua de’y. Bat phong vao
phut chét thi phai chiu thoi.”

Khi Naoko dat phong, Takase da néi ro hi€n nha khach chi con duy nha't
mot phong tr6ng. Tuy nhién d6 lai Ia cdn phong nam ngodi Koichi da ty sat
nén tam thoi khong dwoce st dung. C6 1€ cir gidu nhem vu tw sat roi d€
khdch tro lai s& khién lwong tim cén rit nén ho mdi thong bdo nhu vay.
Thé& nhung, Naoko mudn dugrce trong can phong noi anh trai minh da mat.
Co6 da bao voi Takase 1a “Ctr cho t6i dat phong d6.”

“Nhung ma...” Ong chii khoanh tay treéc nguc.

“Phong ¢6 ma ha?”” Makoto dot ngot hoi.

“Khéng c6 chuyén d6.” Ong chii xua tay. “It nha't thi t6i chwa tirng nghe
ai noi gi ca.”

“Vay thi c¢6 van dé gi chir. N&u ching t6i ¢6 the tro lai an toan, thi tw
nay v€ sau cdc 6ng cé th€ yén tdm cho cac khach tro khac thué. Chir cwr d€



mai thé nay cling dau c6 dugce.”

Bi Makoto nhin chim chim, Ong cha hoi khép mét lai vé ling ting roi
lam bam.

“Céc vi d4 bao khong sao thi chiing t6i ciing khdng con 1y do d€ lo 1ing
ntra. Takase, cAu hiy dan khach d&n phong.”

Naoko va Makoto di theo sau Takase vé phong. Sau lwng, ho c6 th€ nghe
thay tiéng Ong chil néi v&i Phu nhan: “Céc ¢ gdi thdi nay manh mé nhi?”
Naoko thdm cam thay thd vi, xem ra anh ta khong nham Makoto 1a con
trai.

bi qua hanh lang bén canh sdnh cho, d&n canh ctra thi ba 1a t¢i 167 vao
can phong danh cho Makoto va Naoko. Trén canh ctra c6 treo mdt taim thé
voi dong chir HUMPTY DUMPTY.

“N6 c6 nghia la gi thé?” Makoto hoi.

“Cilr vao bén trong cac cd sé hi€u.” Takase m& khéa va dap nhw vay.

Ngay sau canh ctra 1a phong khach. Goi 1a phong khach nhwng @6 dac
chi ¢6 chié€c ban chin cao cung hai chi€c ghé& cing ké d6i dién nhau. Géc
bén phai can phong la gid sach ki€u don gian dwgc lam tw vat liéu gidng
voi b ban ghé&’, géc bén trdi k& mdt chi€c ghé” dai giong ki€u ghé” trong
cdng vién, nhwng kich thuwdc nhé hon mot chuit.

“Pay la cai gi the?”

Makoto chi vao vit trang tri treo ngay bén trén gid sach. P6 1a mot
miéng gd ¢6 dd 1on ¢& mit bdo, bao xung quanh 1a nhirng hoa ti€t hinh 14
cham ndi, chinh gitra c6 khic ma’y cau tho ti€ng Anh. MaYy ciu tho d6 nhu
sau:

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall,
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.

All the king’s horses,

All the king’s men,

Couldn’t put Humpty together again.

“PAy chinh 1a dic trieng cia nha khach Me Ngdng da’y.”
Takase gio’ tay ra, 1at mit sau miéng gd trang tri. Mit nay khic chir tiéng



Nhat, c6 vé nhw dwoc ché tac kha gan day.
“Cdi nay do chinh tay Ong chii cham khic.” Takase ni.

Humpty Dumpty ngoi trén bo twong,

Humpty Dunnpt ngd mot cu kinh hoang.

Dui ¢6 huy dong hét ngwa ciia dikc vua,

Dii ¢6 huy dong hét cdn thin cua dvrc vua,
Ciing khong thé¢’mang Humpty Dumpty tro lqi.

“Humpty Dumpty & day chinh 1a nhan vat qua trieng xud't hi€n trong tac
pham Alice o xir s& thin tién cua Lewis Carroll nhi?”

Naoko néi, trong dau hién Ién birc tranh minh hoa canh Alice ng6i trén
mot birc twong dd, 1ang tranh m&’y cau hdi sdc mui 1y sy clin cda qua tring.
C6 nh& da doc tac pham nay ra't rat 1au roi.

“N6i chinh x4ac hon 1a nhan vat nay xud't hién trong Alice va thé gioi
trong gwong, phan ti€p theo cia Alice & xir so thin tién. Day la nhan vat
noi ti€ng nha't trong cdc nhin vat cia dong dao Me Ngong day.”

Takase khoe chiit kién thirc minh biét dworc.

“Miéng gb trang tri ndy c6 tw trede r'di 42 Makoto hoi.

“Tu tredc ¢6 nghia la trwdre khi ngdi nha nay trd thanh nha khach a?
Theo t6i nh¢ thi ding vay. Khong cpi phong nay dau, phong nao ciing c6
mot tAm thé trang tri nhw thé” nay. Ong chd thdy c6 vé thi vi nén da dat
luon tén mdi phong bang tén mot bai dong dao. Chinh vi viy, cin phong
nay co6 tén la Humpty Dumpty.”

“Nha khéch c6 tong cdng bao nhiéu phong?”

“Xem nao... C6 bay phong.”

“Ttc la c6 bay bai dong dao ding khong?”

“Khong, mot s6” phong ¢6 téi hai bai. Dan déan roi cac cd sé hi€u.”
Takase noi.

Goc trong cung cua can phong con mdt canh ctra nira. Takase m& ndt no
ra, hai ngwoi 1€n nhin thdy hai chiéc giwong ké song song v&i nhau.

“Pay la phong ngu.”



Naoko va Makoto di theo Takase vao bén trong. Phia trong cung la mot
khung ctra s0. Hai chi€c giwvong dwoc ké quay ddu vé phia cra sO, & gitra
c6 k& mot chi€c ban nhd.

“Anh... anh trai t6i da ra di trén chiéc giwvong nao thé?”

Naoko dirng gitra hai chi€c giwvong va hdi. Co cd nén lai nhirng cadm xuc
dang trao trong 1'6ng ngwc d€ khong ai nhan ra, giong néi cia cd déu déu
v6 cung mat ty nhién. Co hong Takase nhw ¢6 gi d6 nghen & lai. Cau khé
hing giong, chi vao chiéc girong phia bén tréi.

“La chiéc giwvong d6.”

“Phai... & chd nay.”

Naoko ling 1& cham tay 1&én 1&p ga giwdng tring. Mot nim trwde, anh
trai cd6 da ngd & ddy va mai mai khong bao gio’ tinh lai. Ldc nay, khi 1am
nhw th&’, ¢6 ¢6 cam gidc nhw th€ van cdn cdm nhan dwgce chit hoi 4m tr cor
th€ anh trai d€ lai.

“Ai la ngwoi da phat hién ra thi thé?”

“La t6i.” Takase dép lai cAu hdi clia Makoto. “Lic d6 c¢6 nhiéu nguoi
nhwng nguoi ddu tién budc vao phong va phat hién ra la t6i.”

“Anh 4y di niam trén chiéc giwdng nay ding khong?”

“Vang... khi d6 c6 1& do anh Ay quin quai béi thudc doc nén ga giwong
c6 chut xdc xéch. Toi1 that sy ra't ti€c.”

C6 I& do nh¢é lai canh twong ldc d6 nén giong Takase bdng ching hén
xudng, dau cung hoi cui.

“Cam on cau.”

Naoko néi, dot nhién lai thd'y can phai cdm on. Khong the ctr d€ khong
khi chim trong thwong cam mai. Co cling khong dén day de€ dat hoa twdng
nh&. Naoko hdi bing giong manh mé nha't c6 thé.

“T6i nghe ndi ctra trong phong lic d6 déu khoéa kin.”

“Puing th&.” Takase chi tay v€ phia ctra phong ngu. “Céanh cira d6 thi
dwong nhién roi, ca ctra chinh din ra hanh lang ciing dwoc khoa kin.”

Ctra chinh ctia phong 1a ki€u ctra ¢in c¢6 chia m&i khéa dwoce twr ngoai,
con cdnh ctra phong ngl thi ¢6 nit trén ndm dAm ctra, bA'm niit d6 roi sap
ctra lai thi c6 th€ khéa ctra tr bén ngoai. Makoto nhin lwdt qua canh cda doé
roi ti€n gan veé phia ctra s0O.



“Ca ctra sO cling chdt ludn.” Nhw the doc dwoc suy nghi cua c6 gai,
Takase noi.

“Khoa ctra 1a van dé mau chot, nén & don canh sat t6i ciing bi hdi di
héi lai chuyén nay ma.”

Naoko dirng canh Makoto ciling thit quan sat. Cira sO ¢ hai 1op, bén
ngoai la ctra chdp bén trong la ctra kinh. Lép nao ciing 1a dang ctra mé hai
canh. Ctta chép canh mé ra ngoai, ctra kinh cdnh mé vao trong, mdi 16p
d€u co6 khoa dang chot di kem.

“Xin 10i.” Naoko quay lai phia Takase. “Takase... Hoan canh lic phat
hién ra anh trai tdi chét, cau c6 th€ k& cho t6i nghe dwoc khdong? Toi bi€t
day la chuyén khong ai mudn néi, nhung ma...”

Thwc ra bdn than minh ciing khong mudn nghe. ..

Takase im lang nhin khuén mat ctia hai c6 gai mot lic. Anh mét ciu nia
nhr din do, ntra nhw bdi rdi. Cudi cling, ¢d ging 14m cau ciing thdt 1én
mot cau “Ra vay,” chan may nhiu chat.

“P¢ 1a muc dich hai ngwoi dén day ding khdng? NGi cach khac, cac ¢
khong bang long v&i nhitng két luan vé vu 4n.”

Naoko im ling. Cd dang nghi xem nén tra 1&i the’ ndo. Chwa chic Takase
da la dong minh, nhwng néu khong cé sy gitp do ctia cau ta thi khong the
tim ra chan tweong sy viéc dwoe. Makoto 1a ngwoi k€t thic tinh trang kho
X nay.

“Pung nhw loi cau néi.”

Naoko ba't ngd, nhin sang phia ban nhwng Makoto van binh thin néi
ti€p.

“Em gai anh 4y khong th& chAp nhan dworc két luan rang anh trai minh
da ty sat. Tam trang d6 khong phai diéu gi khé hi€u. Anh trai ch€t mdt cach
bat thwong & mot ving da't minh khong hé bi€t dén... may ai ma chap
nhin ngay 1ap tiec dwoe chir. Muc dich ching t6i dé€n day la d€ tim ra
chirng cr thuyét phuc minh chd’p nhin sy thwc d6. Ngoai ra khong c¢6 muc
dich nao khac. Pwong nhién, néu cam thay két luan ty sat ¢6 gi mo am,
ching t6i cling mudn diéu tra t&i cung.”

“Makoto...”

Co6 nhdy mét v&i Naoko. “Tuy c6 cau Khong vao hang cop sao bdt dworc
cop con, nhung cling c¢6 nhiéu cdi hang phai ¢6 ngwoi giip mdi vao dwoce



N

ma.

“...Cam on cau.”

Tai sao Makoto lai la con gdi nhi? Mot cau hoéi Chaalng hé lién quan bdng
vut hién 1én trong d4u Naoko. Tt ndy dén gio Takase vin dirng chong
nanh, m6i mim chét. Nhwng ¢6 1€ cadm nhan dwoc sy quyét tam cia Naoko,
cudi cling cdu ciing thé hit mot hoi roi git dau dit khoat “Vay thi néi
chuyén nao!”

“P6 1a dém thr nam k€ tw khi Koichi toi ddy. Anh &y kha than thién véi
nhirng vi khach quen ctia nha khach, thwong cling moi ngwoi vui vé choi
bai nay no. T61 hom d6 cling vdy, moét vi khach néi muén rd moi nguoi
choi poker nén t6i cung vi khach d6 dé€n phong Koichi ra. Thé nhung khi
chiing t6i go ctra thi khong thay ti€ng tra loi. Chuing t6i thir kéo cira ra thi
thd’y ctra m&, ¢6 nghia lic d6 ctra khong khoa. Vi vay ching t6i thir go ca
ctra phong ngd bén trong, nhwng cling khong cé tiéng tra 1oi. Toi va vi
khach di cung nghi ¢6 1€ anh &y khong cé trong phong nén quyét dinh thi
ngd vao qua ctra s0. Chuing t6i di vong ra phia sau va thdy ctra sO dwgc
khéa chat.”

“Cau c6 nhin thdy gi trong phong khong?”

Takase 1ac dau trede cau hdi ctia Makoto.

“Vi cd ctra chop ciling khéa nén khong thay gi. Cudi cung, ching t6i
nghi ¢6 1€ anh &y dang ngd nén c thé quay vé thoi.”

“Luc d6 la khoang may gio?”

“Khoang tim gio’. Sau d6 ching ba mwoi phit, vi thi€u ngwoi nén mot
Tan ntra t6i lai dworc cr di goi anh &y. Thé nhwng Tan nay thi ca ctra bén
ngoai cling khéa. Cé I€ anh &y thyc sy mu6n nga, nén tdi mot [an ntra quay
veé tay khong. Lai khoang ba mwoi phit ntra trdi qua, nit nhan vién nha
khach cda ching t6i néi ¢6 gi d6 ba't thwong. Theo théi quen sinh hoat cua
Koichi tir khi d&n nha khach thi khéng thé ¢6 chuyén anh &y di ngd sodm
th&’, hon ntra con khong nghe thd’y ba't ctr ti€ng ddng nao. Ty nhién ching
t6i cam thaYy lo 1&ng va quyé&t dinh g6 ctra mot Tan nira. Thé nhwng van nhu
Tan trwedc, khong c6 ti€ng tra 1oi. Lan nay, ching tdi da dung chia khéa dw
phong d€ vao. Ctra phong ngu cling khdéa nén chiing t6i phai mé ca ctra nay
nwa. Va...”

“Va ciu tha’y anh Koichi da chét dung khong?”



“Dung vay.”

Takase nhin Makoto. Naoko ngdi trén chi€c giwong noi anh trai qua
doi, vAn d€ nguyén long ban tay trén 16p ga trai giwong tring, 1dng nghe
cau chuyén cua Takase.

Trong mot can phong kin, anh trai da nghi gi, da cdm thdy nhw thé nao
khi dan dan chét di?

“Duong nhi€n canh st da di€u tra rat ky, cling tinh ca khd nang day la
mot vu giét ngwoi roi. Nhung rd't cudce chang tim ra di€u gi ca.”

“Thu6c doc thi sao? Tdi nghe néi anh &y chét vi mot loai cha't doc tw
cay phu ti. Takase c6 biét gi vE€ loai doc d6 khong?”

Vin gitr vé mit nghiém nghi, Takase lic dau.

“T6i hoan toan khong bi€t gi cd. Ca chuyén d6 t6i cling da bi canh sat
héi di hoi lai rat nhiéu an.”

Qua nhién 12 viy, Makoto va Naoko dwa mét nhin nhau.

“DP¢ 1a toan bd nhirng gi xay ra khi t6i phat hién ra xac anh 8y. Ngoai ra
t6i khong biét gi nira, ca nhitng ngudi khac chic chin ciing khong biét.”

Takase nhin hai c6 gdi nhw muén hdi ho da théa man chwa. Bép lai anh
mét d6, Makoto git dau.

“Cam on ciu. C6 1€ chiing t6i s€ con phai hdi ciu vai diéu ntra.”

“To1 s€ hop tac. Tuy nhién to1 c6 diéu kién.”

“Piéu ki€n?”

“Hai nguoi khong dugc néi voi ai viéc minh dén diy d€ diéu tra vé vu
an mang h'6i ndm ngodi. Nhung vi khich khac dén day la de thu gian, néu
ctr bi di€u tra, hdi han nay no thi ¢6 1€ ho chang thé thodi mai ma nghi ngoi
dwoc. Va néu phat hién ra diéu gi madi, thi phai néi voi t6i. T6i nghi d6 1a
quyén lgt dwong nhi€én minh can nhan dworc.”

“T6i tha'y khong néi v&i ai 1a mot diéu kién hop 1y.”

Makoto trd 1oi. V6n di ngay tw ddu ho cling dinh lam vay.

“N6i cho Takase nghe k&t qua di€u tra, v€ co’ ban cling khong c¢6 van dé
gi. Thé nhwng n€u nhirng di€u ching t6i phat hi€n ra lai la diéu khong the
ndi, thi phai lam thé nao?”

Nghe dén diy, khée miéng Takase méo xé&ch thanh mdt nu cwoi nhw
méu.



“Y ¢6 1a ching may k&t qua diéu tra cho thd’y t6i 1a ké ddng nghi sao?”

“Pung vay.” Khuon miéng Makoto gian ra.

“DPé 1a treong hop ba't kha khang. Hai ngwoi s€ phai néi doi toi thoi.”

“Vay ching toi s€ lam thé&”.” Makoto nghiém tic tra loi.

Sau d6 Takase néi so' qua vé thdi gian dn udng va tdm giit, trao chia
khoéa cho Naoko r6i ra khoi phong. Vi chi nhan dwg'c mot chi€c chia khoa
nén Naoko 1i€n héi “Khdng c6 chia khéa ctra phong ngu sao?” va nhan
dwore clu tra 1o thé nay:

“V@é cor ban, ching t6i mudn khach tro ludn d€ ctra phong dé6 mé. Viéc
dwa cd hai chia khéa cho khéch thwong 1am nay sinh nhiéu ric rdi.”

“Tw tredrc d€n nay déu vay sao?” Makoto hoi.

“Ludn ludén nhwr vdy. Ca nim ngodi ciing vdy.” CAu ta nhay mit.

Sau khi Takase ra khdi phong, Naoko nim dai trén giwong mot lic. Ct nghi
dén viéc vio tAm nay nim ngodi anh trai cling ndm nhw the nay roi ra di
mai mai, trong long c6 lai dang 1€én mot cam gidc ky la. Thir cdm gidc c6 1€
la nh¢ thwong.

“Xin 16i ciu, Makoto.”

“Gi th&? Sao ty nhién lai néi vay.”

“C4u da hoi gitdp to moi diéu.”

“C6 gi dau.”

Makoto ding bén ctra sO, nhin dam dam ra ngoai. Cudi cung c6 lam
bam mot cau hoan toan khdng cam xic.

“Khi nay Phu nhan néi ngwoi ta d€n noi nay vi né cheamg cO gi, nhung
cO 1€ nguoee lai thi dung hon.”

“Nguoc 1ai?” Naoko ng'oi ddy. “Y cau la sao?”

“Té cling khong biét nira.” Makoto nhin vé phia Naoko v&i 4nh mit sic
$40.

“Moi nguoi dén diy khong phai vi noi nay chealng cO gi, ma vi nol nay
c6 gi doé nén ho mai t&i. TG ¢b cam giac nhw vay.”
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PHONG CAU LONDON VA ME NGONG GIA
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Lic Naoko va Makoto thay @6 xong va quay lai sanh cho, Ong chi mit rau
dang ding trong quay I€ tAn néi chuyén véi mot co géi tré. Co géi tAm 25—
26 tudi, khuoén mét hoi tron, cot téc dudi ngwa. Nhin tha'y hai ngwoi, cd khé
ctii dau chao. Naoko nghi chic cd gdi nay ciling 12 mot trong nhitng khach
tro lai nha khach, nhung Ong chii di néi vong ra tir quiay 18 tan.

“Pay la Kurumi, nhan vién ctia nha khich ching t6i.”

“Cha, troii sip roi day, ¢ tan hai em gai tro lai nay.”

Kurumi khoanh tay vui vé néi. Chi€c vong c6 mau bac dung dwa trwdc
ngyc cd ¢é vé dwgc lam md phdng hinh diang mot chd chim. Bat giac
Naoko nghi mot ¢ gdi v&i vé ngoai teoi tin nhw the’, néu & noi d6 thj chéc
s€ dwgrc ra't nhi€u nguoi theo dudi. Makoto thi c¢6 vé khong quan tdm gi
14m. Sau khi goi sandwich va nwdc cam, hai ngudi ng'di vao ban canh cira
s0. Mot ldc sau, Kurumi mang d6 an ra.

“Ca hai em d€u la sinh vién dai hoc nhi?” Kurumi bung khay ding canh
ban an va hai.

“Pung vay.” Makoto tra 1oi.

“Chéng I& hai dta hoc. .. trudng thé thao?”

Cé6 1€ Kurumi da nhin ngoai hinh cia Makoto nén suy dodn nhw vay.

Makoto tra loi voi vé 6n hoa hon.

“Em hoc Khoa hoc Xa hdi.”

Nghe té€n nganh khdng quen tai nén khuoén mat Kurumi thoang 16 vé kho
hi€u, c6 ndi “Vay a, nganh nay c¢6 vé kho nhi?” réi khong hoi thém cau nao
veé trrong hoc clia hai nguoi nira.

“Tai sao hai em lai d&€n nha khach nay?”



Ngwrng mot lic Makoto méi tra 1o, “Ciling khong ¢6 1y do gi dac biét.”

Ctr tan chuyén khong dau c6 khi lai 16 ra diéu gi khéng hay, vay nén hai
ngwoi da thdng nha't voi nhau i trd 1o 14 li€m vu vo’ thoi.

“Tai sao cdc em lai biét chd nay? C6 ai gici thiéu 2?”

Chi toan thd'y Makoto tra 1o nén I'an nay Kurumi nhin Naoko r'6i m&i
héi.

Naoko dinh trd loi do ngwoi quen gidi thiéu nhirng chot nhén ra, néu tra
151 vay chic chin sé bi hdi ngudi quen Ay 1a ai. Lic d6 16i tén Koichi ra
cling d& ma ndi bira mot cdi tén khac thi ki€u gi ciing 16 ngay.

“Em th&’y trong sach.” Naoko da tim ra cau tra 1o an toan.

Kurumi c¢6 vé da hieu, gat dau dong tinh.

“Ciing phai, c6 nhiéu tap chi dang bai gitip bon chi ma.”

“Chi Kurumi 1am viéc & day bao lau r'6i a?” Naoko thi hoi.

“Tw ba nam trede.” Kurumi tra loi. “Nhung chi chi lam vao mua dong
thoi. Thoi ky ban ron nhat 1a mua he thi chi lai ban thd vui riéng nén trdn
viéc.”

“C0 d6, mua he¢ mai la ldc quan trong thi chaamg tha’y mat dau.”

C6 1& nghe dwoc cude trd chuyén cia ba ngudi nén Ong chil & trong
quay lé tan n6i d€” vao. Kurumi quay veé phia d6, chu miéng.

“Thi d€n mua dong em lai d6¢c strc ganh vac bén minh day thoi. So v&i
ti€u chuan lao dong ctia con gai thi em vt xa con gi.”

“A1 ganh véc cai gi co'?”

Mot giong néi ddt ngét ca't 1én twe phia hanh lang. Mot nguoi dan 6ng
mdc 4o len den dang dung dinh di t¢i. Anh ta trong c6 vé trac tudi Ong chu,
than hinh gy nhom, mai toc vudt keo r€ ngdi bay—ba thang tap.

“Anh Kamijo.” Kurumi goi tén ngwoi dan 6ng dé. “Sao, anh ¢6 gi phan
nan ha?”

“Khong khong, c¢6 gi dau. Chi la Tan dau tdi nghe cau d6 nén twdng
minh nghe nham thoi.”

Kamijo vira dung tay 4n vao chd ré ngdi trén mai téc vira than nhién tién
lai phia bon Naoko dang ng6i nhw th€ da than quen tw trudrc.

“Cho t6i ca phé den Blue Moutain va hat diéu rang nhé.” Anh néi voi
Kurumi, tim tim cwoi véi Naoko roi chi vao chi€c ghé” tredc mat hai



nguoi.

“To61 ng o1 cung dwgrc khong?”

“Moi anh.”

Khong budn nhin mit d6i phwong, Makoto tho' o trd 1oi. Thé” nhung
Kamijo cling khong ¢ vé gi 1a phat 1ong. Anh bét tréo chan nhin hai c6 gdi
an sandwich mot h'6i r'oi cat ti€ng hai.

“T6i c6 nghe chuyén tir Phu nhén. Hai ¢6 & phong Humpty Dumpty a?”

“Vang.” Naoko tra loi.

“Céc cd c6 biet do6 1a can phong nhw theé nao khéng?”

“Biet.”

Anh ta huyt gié mot tie€ng.

“Xem ra hai c¢d can ddm that chir khong phai chi ¢c6 mdi ma ngoai nhi?
N6i that nhé, cdi c6 Kurumi kia kia, s¢' d&n ndi tin bay gior van khong dam
vao can phong d6 mot minh.”

“C6 vé nhu anh Kamijo ciling c6 mét vao lic xay ra an mang nhi?”

An xong sandwich, Makoto vira dwra §ng hiit nwéc cam vao miéng vira
héi. Kamijo néi “Pwong nhién!” réi bing tay mot cdi. That 1a mot nguoi
nhi€u chuyén, Naoko nghi.

“Nam nay t6i & phong Mill. Nam ngoai ciing vay.”

“Mill?”

“Nghia 1a ¢6i xay &y. B6 1a can phong c6 cdi tén nghe chan nhat nha
khach nay.”

Sau d6 Kamijo huyén thuyén mot doan ti€ng Anh. Nghe ¢6 vé nhr mot
bai tho tén 1a Cdi xay, nhwng Naoko hdu nhw chang hieu gi. Ti€ng Anh cua
nguwrdi nay khdng muot ma 1dm. Naoko thi rd't ty tin ve kha nang ngoai ngwr
ctia minh, viéc cd nghe khdng hi€u chang qua la b&i phat am cia Kamijo bi
gay am nhréu qua thoi.

“Khi gi6 thoi cdi xay s€ quay. Khi gié lang cdi xay s€ dung. N6 chi cé
nghia vay thoi. Gid ma bai d6ng dao dé ¢6 y nghia sau xa hon chiit nhi, s€
thd vi hon.”

“Anh Kamijo c6 ting néi chuyén v&i nguoi da ty sat d6 khong?”

Thay ciu chuyén cta ngudi dan dng bit dau di léch sang hudng khic,
Naoko voi lai tré lai d€ tai ban dau. Kamijo phong miii dap voi vé day tw



man, “DPwong nhi€n roi.”

“Chéc hai cb ciing sap cdm nhan dwoce roi... Chi ¢an tro lai nha khich
nay, ty nhién ngwoi ta s€ cam thdy rat than thi€t voi nhitng nguoi xung
quanh. Cdi ciu da chét nim ngodi cling vay, cho t&i gita chirng van vo
cling vui vé. Th& ma ddt nhién lai hanh dong nhw vay, t6i bat ngd 1dm chit.
DPing 1a bénh tdm than thi khong th€ doan tredc dwoec...”

“Anh da n6i chuyén gi v&i ngeoi dé the?”

Vwa hoi dut 1o, dot nhién Naoko cdm thdy minh di hoi sdu qua roi.
Nhung Kamijo ching c6 vé& gi 1a khé chju, vin hao himg tra 161 “Nhiéu
chuyén 14m.”

No6i dén day thi Kurumi mang ca phé ctia anh ta t&i nén cu chuyén bi
ngét quiang. Th& nhung cd vira di khdi 13 Kamijo lai thao thao ba't tuyét.

“Chi cén tro lai nha khach nay, ngwoi ta 1ap tirc ¢6 the chia sé ti ti dé tai
voi nhau. Vi du nhw vEé lich st cia chinh nha khach. Tai sao nguoi Anh d6
lai chuyén nhwong can biét thy, tai sao cac phong lai dwoe trang tri theo
chi dé cic bai dong dao Me Ngdng... D¢ tai nay thi ¢t d&n chd Ong cha
héi 1a bi€t, cdi cdu nam ngodi c¢6 vé cling déc biét quan tam day.”

N6i dén day, anh ta dwa tach ca phé 1én mi€ng ho’p mot ngum ngon lanh.
Hwong thom lan sang ca chd ctia Naoko.

Naoko chot nhé ra anh trai minh da tirng theo hoc nganh Van hoc Anh.
Cu th€ anh nghién cru mang nao thi cd khong rd, nhwng ¢6 hoan toan hi€u
dwore vi sao anh ¢6 hirng thi v&i dng dao Me Ngong.

“PaYy da’y, t d6 nha khach nay lai ¢6 thém mdt cau chuyén khé chiu.”

Kamijo vira nhin Tan lwgt gwong mat cda hai cd géi, vira nhom nguoi
1én. Giong anh ta cling thiAp xudng. Naoko rdt mudn néi ring tdi ciing tha'y
anh khé chiu 1dm d4’y, nhung chi c6 thé dan long ma ddng tai nghe anh ta
noi.

“Ai cling bi€t nam ngodi c¢6 ngwoi chét & diy, nhung thwe ra nam kia
cling ¢6. Vay nén ndm ngodi da la I'an thi hai r'6i.”

“Hai nam trwdc cling c6 sao...”

Naoko ba't gidc rung minh. Nhin sang Makoto, ¢6 cling thdy ban minh
dang cang thflng.

“Vi sao... lai c6 cai chét d6?”



Nghe giong lo au ciia Makoto, Kamijo c6 vé thda man.

“Tam thoi thi ho k€t ludn 1a tai nan. Tam thoi thoi nhé...”

N6i r'6i anh ta chi tay vé phia ctra s& dang sau Naoko va Makoto.

“Céc co co6 1€ cing mudn di dao quanh khu nay dung khong? Khi d6 hay
thtr di vong ra phia sau nha khach nay xem. O d6 c¢6 mot khe ndi rat sdu,
ding twr trén nhin xudng s€ thd’y & dwdi diay la mot khe sudi nhd hau nhw
ldc nao ciing tinh ling. C6 mot cAy cu d4 bic qua khe ndi d6. Ngudi kia cé
vé nhw da bj roi tw trén cau xuéng.”

“H6i nay anh néi tam thoi ¢6 nghia la gi?”

Sau khi da udng hé&t nwdc cam, Makoto 1ic nhirng vién d4 dudi ddy cdc
nghe lao xao. Kamijo d4nh mat nhin vé phia quay 1€ tin, réi ha thap giong
hon chiit nwra.

“C6 nghia la khong the xac dinh ro rang dwoc. Chét do roi xudng vuc,
néu chi nhin thi the€ thi cyc ky khé d€ xac dinh dwoce 1a do tai nan, ty sat
hay bi gi€t ma. Vi khong thdy thw tuyét ménh nén khong phai ty sat, vi
khong doan dworc ai la hung thd nén cling khong thé két luan bi gi€t, vay
nén hop 1y nha't 1 do tai nan... Th& dd’y, vu 4n bj khép lai chi bing nhitng
13p luén tuy tién ki€u do.”

“Ca khi &y anh Kamijo ciing & day a?”

Naoko ciing bi cuén theo cau chuyén. Cam gidc nén nao ba't an khong rod
nguyén nhan khi€n nhip tim c¢6 didp nhanh hon. Kamijo nh&ch moi, bieu
cam nhan nho.

“Ra‘t ti€c la téi khong kip chirng ki€n, ba hom sau khi xdy ra vu dé t6i
moi tdi nha khach. Pwng néi dén thi the, ca cin phong ngwoi d6 tung tro
lai cling da dwgc don dep sach s€ roi. Mot mau tan di€m cling khong con.
Khi nghe chuyén d6, t6i con dinh vao vai Holmes phién ban Nhat co’ da’y.”

Nhap thém mot ngum ca phé, anh ta cwoi ha ha.

“Nguwoi d6 tro & phong nao thé?”

L& nao la cing phong Humpty Dumpty? Naoko lo 1ing. N&u vay thi qua
thuc ra't té.

“Theo cdac co thi 1a phong nao?”

Kamijo c6 vé thich thid. Naoko 14c d4u, bén canh ¢, Makoto ddp giong
lanh lung.



“Phong Mill dung khong?”

Kamijo mét sdng rd&, gio hai tay 1am tw thé” dau hang.

“Xua't sic, qua 1a mot co gai thong minh. Khong hi€u 6ng béc si va anh
chang Takase nghi gi ma c6 the nham c6 thanh con trai co’ chir. B&i thé nén
mot ngwdi thi rim rip nghe 10 vor, mot ngwdi thi d&n tin gior ny van cha
¢6 18y mot manh tinh vét vai.”

“Tai sao anh Kamijo lai chon & can phong d6?”

Nghe Naoko hdi, anh ta bat cwoi.

“Cling khong ¢6 1y do gi dic biét. Nhw vira ndy toi ¢ ndi, vi chiit hing
thd nén mudn tht & thdi. Khi da tré thanh khach quen cia nha khach nay
r'oi, mic dinh hing nim déu dwoc bd tri & ciing mdt cin phong. C6 18 Ong
chli hiéu ring tdi thich ciin phong c6 chiit vain dé dé. VAy nén, tir trude t&i
nay [an nao t6i cling nghi tai phong Mill.”

Trai ngwoc voi 1o ndi, hanh dong ctia Kamijo cé gi d6 ky la. Naoko
thdy b0 mat cwoi cweoi ciia anh ta ¢6 vé rat gian xdo. So v&i ban than cin
phong Mill thi viéc ngwoi nay & can phong d6 mdi khi€n Naoko cam thay
khong thoai mai, trong tham tam cd da I¢ Iwdi khinh bi.

“Thdi, néi cdi chuyén chdn ngit 4y ma ciing mat ngan nay thdi gian
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roi.
bit tach ca phé xudng, anh ta nhin dong h'6 deo tay r'oi dirng 1én.

“Rat vui dugc néi chuyén véi cac ¢6. Phong t6i 1a phong trong clng,
céach chd cdc ¢6 hai phong. Néu ¢6 hirng thi hay ghé qua choi nhé.”

N6i r'6i anh ta xoe tay phai vé phia Naoko nhr mudn bét tay. Cam gidc
chealng thodi mai gi, nhwng theo phép lich sy Naoko ciing dwa tay ra. Trai
nguoc voi vé bé ngodi, ban tay ngwdi din 6ng nay kha tho rap. Kamijo bét
tay ca voi Makoto. Néu khong bi danh lac hedng b&i ciu tan tinh sé€n sia
ctia Kamijo: “Cdac c6 gai manh mé déu ra't dep,” thi c6 1€ Naoko da nhan ra
anh mét ciia Makoto dot nhién tré nén sic 18m.

“Vé vu viéc hai nim trude, ¢d ctt hdi Ong cha &y. Ong Ay biét khé 10
day.”

No6i xong cau d6, Kamijo mat hit & géc cudi hanh lang. Naoko nhin
xung quanh, chaamg biét ttr khi nao Ong cha va Kurumi dd biéh mat.

“That 1a mot ga ch?ing ragi.”



Naoko vwra chui tay phai vao quéan jeans vwra néi véi Makoto. C6 biét
Makoto ra't ghét con trai, dic biét 1a th€ loai ngwoi nay.

“U, dting the"...”

Nhung phai mat mot lic Makoto chi nhin chim chim viao ban tay phai,
nhw the’ 1ol n6i cua Naoko 1a con gié thoang trong khong trung. Cudi cung,
cd 1am bam:

“Nhung... khong th€ chi quan dwoc.”

9 __ _

Twr trén mom dd xudng day khe nii dé phai d&n vai chuc mét. N&u nhin do
d6'c ma danh gia thi dung tw viee thdm miéu ta noi nay s€ chinh xac hon la
khe niii. Ping trén cao nhin xuéng c6 cam gidc nhw s€ bi hit xudng dudi
vdy. Naoko méc chitng so' dd cao nén mdi chi nhin vai gidy da cdm thay
non nao kho chiu.

DPing nhv 161 Kamijo néi, ngay sau nha khach Me Ngbng 1a mot khe
ndi, khoang cach tr bén nay sang bén kia ching hai mwoi mét, thé” nhwng
do c6 cdy bui moc trén mét nghi€ng ctia vach da nén cam gidc c6 vé gan
hon.

“Kia c6 1€ la cay cau da do.”

Thir Makoto dang chi 1a mot vat trong giong tang da khong 16 dam
xuyén vao vach nii. Goi la doan con s6t lai ctia cay cau thi ding hon 1a mot
cdy ciu. By phan muwoi ciy ciu nim & vach bén kia, hai phan muoi &
vach bén nay, m6t phan muoi con lai ¢6 1€ da roi xudng ddy vuec.

“Roi tir trén nay xudng, cdi chét méi tham khd'c 1am sao...”

Vwa dat 1o, Naoko da thdy Makoto leo 1én trén cdy cau d6. Pi dwoc
khodng hai mét thi t&i diém dit gdy, Makoto ng'di x0m xudng chd mép gay
clia cay cau.

“Nguy hi€m qua... Cau dwng lai di!”

Tw phia sau, Naoko cat ti€ng, giong ¢ run ray. Trén cau phu day tuyét,
Makoto c6 th& bi trieg't chan ba't ¢t lic ndo. Phia trede ciy cau c6 cim bién
canh bdo dé dong chir NGUY HIEM.



“Cé v& ciy cau nay bi hdng tir 1au 1dm roi.”

Makoto dirng dy, tir tir quay lai. Naoko bd hai tay dang che mit ra, hoi.

“Chuyén do c6 lién quan gi?”

“Chuyén vura ndy &y, khdng hi€u tai sao ngwoi d6 lai bi nga & mot noi
nhw thé nay nhi. T& dd nghi ring ngudi dé dang di qua ciu thi cu giy,
nhung ga Kamijo khong hé nhic d&n chuyén nay. Con n&u gia st vao thoi
di€m trwdre khi xay ra vu viéc cdy cau da gay roi, thi vi 1y do gi ngwoi doé
lai mo ra dén tan day?”

“Vily do gi...”

Naoko li€c nhin xudng phia dudi ciy cau, ngay 1ap tirc cd ngd nguoi vé
sau. Chi nhin tho6i c6 da thdy dau goi run 1ay bay.

“Chéc 1a di dao gi d6 thoi. Sau d6 thi bj trieo't chan.”

“Pi dao? O noi chaalng cO g1 ngoai cady cau di nay sao? Hon nwra lai con
di mot minh?”

“Tay Kamijo d6 ¢6 ndi la di mot minh dau.”

“Thi anh ta bao khong thé xac dinh dwoee 1a tai nan, ty sat hay bi gi€t
con gi. N6i cach khéac 1a khong ai nhin thdy. N&u di dao tw hai nguoi tré
1&n, thi chic chin phai c6 nguoi muc kich sy viéc cht?”

“Y c4u mudn néi 1a gi?”

“T¢ chiang mudn néi gi ca.”

Trén dwong quay vé, Makoto ti€p tuc: “Th& nhwng c6 mét di€u to quan
tam. Khong bi€t vu viéc clia hai nam treedc va vy nam ngodi c6 lién quan gi
dén nhau khong?”

“Nam ngoai la Tan d4u tién anh trai t& dé€n diy ma.”

“Nhung chinh Naoko 1a ngwoi néi ¢6 nghi van trong gia thuyét ty sat
con gi, phai suy nghi dén ta't ca cic kha nang c6 th€ xay ra... O1”

Makoto ding buwdc, nhin xu6ng khe nii & swon ndi phia bén nay, sdu
xudng chirng hai mwoi mét.

“C6 ai do.”

Naoko ciing rén rén nhin xudng. Qua nhién thd'y mot cdi béng tring
thap thodng an hién trong nhirng lum cay.

“Mot nguoi thi phai. Lam gi & mdt noi nhw nay thé khong biét.”



“Hay 1a di ngdm chim?”

“Chgng bi€t nwa.”

Makoto ngodi lai nhin mot Tan nwra r'o6i ti€p tuc di. Vi da quén mat khi
nay dang néi chuyén gi nén hai nguoi cr thé im lang mot lic. Pung lic ho
dang dinh r€ vao ctra chinh ctia nha khach, khi Naoko dinh m¢& 1o tré lai
thi toe dau d6 co ti€ng nguwoi hoi, “Cac chau di tan bo a?”

Thay bon Naoko dao dac nhin qlganh vi khong biét ti€ng ndi phat ra tw
dau, ngwoi d6 goi lai mot Tan nira, “O’ day nay, & day.”

Nguwdi dau tién hwéng mét nhin 1én 12 Makoto.

“A...”

Theo huwdong Makoto chi, Naoko cling nhin Ién trén va 14p tkc thdy &
ctra sO tAng hai cia mot cdn phong méi nhon, Phu nhin dang twoi cwoi vay
tay. Phong c6 hai tAng & nha khach nay chi ¢6 can phong nay va mdt cian
phong khac nrra.

“Vo chdong bac & phong d6 a?”

Vira hdi Naoko vira tham ghen ti, chic chén ttr phong d6 ma ngdm canh
thi tuyét.

“Phong nay va phong phia dudi. Thé nao? Cac chau ¢6 mudn vao choi
khong?”

“DPwoc khong a?”

“Pwong nhién la dworc r'oi, 6ng nhi?”

Ntra cudi cau c6 1€ 1a néi véi Bac si dang & trong phong. Naoko nhin
Makoto, cd gat dau. Naoko nhin 1€n trén naoi.

“Vay thi bon chau xin phép a.”

Phong ctia vor ch'ong Béc si nim ddc 1ap véi khu phong ctia bon Naoko, ¢
th& néi 12 ndm tdch biét. N&i thong v&i hanh lang vao khu nha chinh, day 1a
noi duy nha't khong can di qua hanh lang vin c¢6 thé ra vao dwoc tir bén
ngoai. Trwdc khi bwdc vao, hai ¢6 gai nhin 1én cida thi thd’y trén d6 treo mot
taAm thé dé hang chir LONDON BRIDGE AND OLD MOTHER GOOSE.

“Céan phong nay c¢6 cdi tén dai nhi?”

“Chéc 1a vi ¢6 hai tAng?”



Bon Naoko ban bac vu vor, khong ngo ldc d6 Phu nhan ra mé ctra dn
da xac nhan ludn “Puing th& ddy,” r'oi twoi ceoi moi hai ngeoi vao phong.
Vira budc vao da thd'y mdt bd ban ghé ti€p khach, chinh gitra 1a chié€c ban
mau tring sita, xung quanh 14 b sofa don gidn mau nau. Bic si ding 1én,
niém n¢& néi “Maoi cac chdu vao,” dng da thay sang chi€c do cardigan mau
xanh.

“Biy gio bac s€ di pha tra.”

O g6c phong c6 ca mot khu pha d'6 udng mini. Phu nhén vira 18y chiéc
Am pha trd Nhat ra vira gi¢i thiéu “C6 mdi thir ndy 1a badc mang tr Tokyo
toi thoi.”

Naoko nhin xung quanh ndi tha't cidn phong. Twong va ¢6 dac déu thong
nhid't mot tong mau nau nhw nwdce tra dac, chi ¢6 rém cira 1a mau xanh 14
cay dam.

“Ba nha béc thich ciin phong nay 1dm.”

Vwra gat tan thudc vao chiéc gat tan d€ trén ban, Bac si ngoanh dau vé
phia vo’ n6i.

“Ong chi ciing tim 1y, ludn d&€ danh cin phong nay cho vo chdng bic.”

“O’ kia, mot minh toi thich cin phong nay chic? Ong ciing bao khéng
thich phong khéc con gi.”

“T6i chi tha'y phong quen thi ti€n st dung thoi.”

“N6i the'... ong lai ra vé roi day.”

Phu nhan dat ma’y tach tra da pha 1én ban. Heong tra phang phat trong
mot khong gian nhw thé nay khién ngwoi ta ddt nhién c6 cam gidc gi do
that hoai niém.

“Tang mot 1a phong Cau London bac nhi?”

Naoko nhin t&m thé trang tri treo trén birc twong doi dién, hdi. TA'm thé
nay v&i tAm thé treo trong phong hai ¢6 gai dwoec lam cung mot cha't liéu,
cung ki€u cham no6i. C6 1€ nhirng cau tho ti€ng Anh trén do6 cling dwoc viet
theo mot ki€u chur.

London Bridge is broken down.
Broken down, broken down,

London Bridge is broken down,



My fair lady.

“Chau xem mot chuat dwoc khong a?”

Khong doii Phu nhén tra 1o, Makoto 1ién ti€n lai gan tA'm thé r'oi 14t mét
sau 1én xem. Naoko nhin theo, qua nhién & dé c6 khic ban dich bing ti€ng
Nhat.

Cau London da gay roi,
Gay mat roi, gay mat roi,
Cau London da gay roi,

Co gdi ddng yéu cuia toi.

Makoto 14t ta'm thé tré lai roi héi. “Thé nao, Naoko, cau hieu khong?”

“Phan ti€ng Anh thi dwong nhién t& hi€u... nhwng di€u bai tho mudn
néi dén la gi thi t& chiu.”

Naoko khé 14c d4u. Bdc si vin cam cdc trd bing cd hai tay, cup mét
xudng thap hon ldc binh thwong va ndéi.

“Y nghia khong ro rang chinh 1a dic trung ctia dong dao Me Ngbng daly.
Chi c6 th& ndm bt dwge bang cdm gidc thdi. Ching thich hop d€ hat 1én
theo nhip, khi lam vay thi cling th&’y hay hay.”

Makoto quay lai sofa ngoi.

“Goi la dong dao, tirc 1a c6 giai diéu ding khong a?”

L'an nay la Phu nhén tra 1oi.

“C6 chtr. Me Ngdng nghe dau 1a tén mot bai dong dao truyén miéng cia
Anh. Ciling tvong ty nhw bai Mary co mot chii cieu nho 8y.”

“A, bai d6 thi chdu biét. Mary co mot chii cweu nhd, chii civu nho, chii
cwru nhd phai khong a?” Naoko thi hat 18én. Mot giai di€u da kha xa xwa.

“Chéc chin con nhiéu bai khic ma ta da tirng nghe,)chi l1a khong bi€t do
1a dong dao Me Ngdng thoi. Ca bai Cdu London nay han ciing c6 giai diéu.
Thé nhung phian loi tho ¢6 chit ky la, khong chi don thuén d€ tao nhip
phdch ma con c6 1y do rat sau sic day.”

Ba nhap mot ngum tra roi cam than, “Qua nhi€n tra Nhat 1a ngon nhat.”



Guong mdt gian ra, ba ti€p tuc cau chuyén. C6 1é khdong phai ba cd tinh
thong tha d€ nguoi nghe to mo.

“Thuc t& & nwdc Anh ¢6 mot cdy cau goi la cau London. Nghe dau viéc
xdy dung cdy cAu nay da phai ti€n hanh rd't nhiéu Tan, sudt tw thé ky 10
dén thé’ ky 12. Nguoi ta néi nhirng cam xuc cia nguoi dan Anh, khi khong
biét bao nhiéu IAn bic cAu qua song Thames déu bi nudc cudn di, da tao
nén bai héat nay. Thyc ra thi bai hit con c6 phan sau nwra. Sau khi xay cau
bang da't sét, vi bi ndc cudn nén '4n nay hiy xay bang gach. Vi gach bi v&
nén hay x4y bang sit thép... Mitc d6 cit ting dan nhw th&’, cudi cling thi cay
cau dwoce xay lai bang d4. Pén the' ky 13 ciy ciu dwoc xdy dgng xong, va
sau sdu tram nam st dung mai bj pha di.”

“Béc hi€u bi€t rong that day.”

Makoto khen ngoi Phu nhan. Naoko ciing v6 cung kham phuc.

“Khong, 1am gi d&n muc aYy...”

N6i vdy nhirtng niém vui swong da hién rd trén khudén mat ba. Bac si
ng6i bén canh ndi chen vao véi vé mit nhwe da chan h&n ti nhidu nim
truede.

“Gi chit, chang qua ba chi nhic lai 16 Ong chu théi ma.”

Phu nhén 1ién quay vé phia ch'ong va néi v&i giong gian doi.

“Ong khong tha’y ring nhé dwoe thdi da 1a gidi 14m roi a? Ai nhu ong,
c6 mdi chuyén ndm ngodi tirng nga & sin ga cling quén.”

“L’an nao c6 khich dén day ciu ta chflng k€ ding cai cau chuyén day, du
14 nguwdi 6 tri nhé t& d€n ma’y ciing van nhé dwore.”

“Y 6ng 12 t6i ¢6 tri nhé té chir gi?”

“Da thwa...”

Th&y vo chong Béc s et 101 qua tiéng lai nhw nay thi ching bigt dén
bao gio’ nén Makoto danh chen ngang, “Ong chi biét rit 16 vé Me Ngdng
al”

Chot nh¢ ra Naoko va Makoto dang & d6, Phu nhéan thoang d6 mat.

“Pung th&". Nghe néi ngwoi cha treong dich ban ti€ng Anh cuia nhirng
tam thé trang tri trong ting ciin phong ra ti&ng Nhat chinh 12 Ong chi. Khi
ti€n hanh lam viéc do, it nhiéu ciu ta da tim hieu vé ndi dung cia bai tho.
Ping nhw 6ng nha béc néi, ca cAu chuyén c¢au London ciing 1a Ong cha k&



cho bac. Nhung chdu néi xem, néu 1a ngwoi binh thwong thi da quén ngay
ro1 dung khong?”

Ba van con Am trc.

“Vang, ding vay a.” Makoto cwoi troi cau hoa.

Naoko chot nhé d&n 1o Kamijo néi lic ndy. Anh ta bdo Ong chi biét
At rd tai sao trong mdi ciin phong lai treo nhitng tAm thé trang tri khéc
d6ng dao Me Ngdng. C6 1 phai hoi lai Ong cha k§ hon vé chuyén nay, co
nghi.

“Pay 1a phong Cau London, vy trén ting hai 12 phong Me Ngdng Gia
a?” Makoto héi.

“Pung the".” Phu nhan dép.

“Bon chdu 1én xem can phong d6 mot chut dwgrc khong a?”

“Puorc, duoc chir. Phong trén tang hai tuyét 1dm daYy.”

Nhu th€ dd chd cAu néi nay clia Makoto 1au 14m rdi, ba xing xdi dirng
day.

“Thyc ra cling chging cé gi ddc biét d€ xem dau. Ba nha bac ctr néi qua
1€n thoéi.”

Van bang giong diéu hd hitng, Bic si néi. Phu nhan quay lai lwom
ch'dong mot cai.

Tang hai la phong ngt, cé ctra s& va hai chiét giwong dwore bai tri giong
voi phong ctia bon Naoko, nhwng dién tich thi rdng hon. Khong gian rong
nén cling day da noi that gia dinh, vi du nhw td quéan 4o... Trong goc
phong, chi€c ba 16 ¢6 1€ dwng d'6 dac clia vor chong Béc si van chwra mé ra.
Naoko ban khoan khi nhén ra lwgng &6 ¢ day cé vé nhiéu hon nhirng gi ¢6
nhin thd’y ho mang theo lic & nha ga.

“Hanh 1y c¢6ng kénh bon bac da gti chuyén phat nhanh, con t&i day
tred'c nguoi nira.”

Ba day lung Naoko vé phia ctra s6. “Ngim canh & ddy 1a dep nha't day.”

No6i doan, ba 18y tay day manh ctra s ra.

“Nhin xem, chdu thd'y dwong vién ctia ngon nidi d6 thé nao? Cr nhw
mot manh lua trdi rdng ra ding khéng? Nui non that 1a th ky la, dang vé
cta ching c6 th€ thay d6i muén hinh van trang tly theo anh mat troi. Vira
nay bac con thad'y ngon ndi 4y mau lam nhat, vdy ma gio’ n6 da thay doi roi.



Ct& nhr mot bire tranh thdy méc vay.”

Qua nhién diy 12 noi dep nha't d&€ ngdm ngon ndi tuyét gan nha khdch,
Naoko nghi. T vi tri nay, nguoi ta ¢6 th€ chiém ngwong nét nghé thuit cia
nhitng tia ning dan xen to di€ém ving nii tuyé&t tring x6a. Nhung chic chi
nhirng ngwoi tdim h'on thw thdi mdi lam vay th6i. Con véi Naoko, nguoi
dang bi phan tdim b&i Makoto tir ndy d&n gio chi dan mét vao tA'm thé trang
tri treo trén twong, 4nh ning phan chidu tr nidi tuyét chi lam co thay 16a
mit.

“Phong canh dep that dd'y bac a... qua 1a mot can phong ly tedng.”

Naoko roi khoi ctra s&, khéo 1éo dwa anh nhin tré lai bén trong phong.
“Q), cau dang nhin gi the¢’ Makoto?”

Makoto 14t tAim thé tré lai, cd da doc xong ph#n dich bang ti€ng Nhat.

“Pay ciling chi [a mdt bai dong dao thoi, khong c6 gila.”

“Cho to xem phién ti€ng Anh nao.”

“Pay.” Makoto gio mét tredrc ciia td'm thé cho Naoko xem.

Old Mother Goose,

When she wanted to wander.
Would ride through the air
On a very fine gander.

Makoto vira nhin mét sau vira doc cho Naoko nghe.

Me Ngéng Gia,
Bdt cur khi nao mudn di loanh quanh.
Ba sé leo 1én luwng mét chii ngdng xinh dep

Va bay wiit lén bdu troti cao.

“That sy minh van chfmg hiéu gi.” Naoko dan hai tay vao nhau, lic dau.
_“Goose_ chic chin c6 nghia 1a con ngdng nhi. Tai sao mdt con ngdng lai
leo 1én lung mot con ngdng roi bay vit 1én?”

Kho6ng biét tir khi nao Phu nhan ciing da tién lai gan Naoko.



“Vé diém nay dé&n ca Ong chi ciing khong biét thi phai. Th& nhung béc
trng xem tranh minh hoa bai tho nay trong ban sach tranh, héa ra Me
1>Ig6ng Gia khong phai mdt con ngdng me, ma 1a mot ba 1do ddy. VAy nén
Ong cht bao c6 the d6 chi 1a biét danh thoi.”

“Vay bai tho’ nay c6 ¥y nghia gi ddc biét nhw Cdu London khong a?”

Naoko thir hoi.

“Y nghia thi ta khong biét, nhung néA qua c6 phan sau ntra, c6 vé nhw
ciu chuyén ctr dai ra mai. Nhwng theo Ong chd gidi thich thi cau chuyén
trong bai tho’ nay khong c6 bdi canh lich st nhw bai Céau London dau.”

“Ra viy... ma bac ¢6 tri nho tot that day.”

Naoko dang néi mat ring ba &y chi biét lip lai nhitng gi Ong chu ting
n6i, nhung Phu nhan lai ¢ vé vui swong thyce su.

“Ma théi, hai chdu dén ddy ciing bac thwdng thirc birc tranh thién nhién
ndy di. It c6 hom ndo troi ning dep nhw hdm nay 14m, ding bd 16 co hoi
nay chi.”

Phu nhén cé vé cuc ky tim dic v&i viée ngdm canh vi tri diic biét nay.
Khong con cach nao khac, Naoko danh ti€n t&i ngdm cung ba. Makoto
cling ddng bén canh v&i vé mit chang hing thd gi. Thé nhwng khi dirng
bén ctra sG, thir ma Makoto d€ y khong phai 1a phong canh thién nhién hiing
vi Phu nhén dang rd't tw hao ma la con dwong nui phia dwdi chan.

“Nguoi kia 1a ai vay a?”

Naoko nhin theo hwdng Makoto chi, thd'y mot ngwoi dan éng mac d6
leo nii, dang hoi cii mit ling 1& budc trén dwong. Chic chin 1a nguwoi &
khe nui khi nay, Naoko nghi.

Phu nhén ciing nhin vé hwdng d6, lap tiec “A” 1€n, giong c¢6 vé hoai
niém.

“La Enami d4’y. C4u 4y van 1am mAy viéc nhr moi khi thoi.”

“MAy viéc nhir moi khi?” Makoto thic méc.

“Cau 4y thich ngdm nhitng thir nhw thye vat hay con tring quy hiém, cd
chim chéc ntra. Prong nhién ciing 1a khach quen ctia nha khéch nay.”

“Anh 2%y tro lai mdt minh a?”

“Pung the’, luc nao cau &y cliing di mot minh.”

“Vay sao... mOt minh a.”



Makoto nhin xudng béng ngwoi dang leo ndi d6, vé day nghi ngo.
Naoko dwong nhw doc dwoe suy nghi &Y. Tai sao Kamijo va Enami nam
nao cling mdt minh t&i tro mot noi chglng cO gi nhur thé’ nay? N€u la minh
thi tuyét d6i khong, vi khong chiu dwore nén méi phai rd Makoto di cung.
Cau no6i vira ndy Makoto thot ra ving Vzatng bén tai Naoko.

Moi ngwo'i dén day khong phdi vi noi nay chc%ng co gi, ma vi no’i nay co
gl do nén ho moi toi.

_ 3 ___

Ra khéi phong cuia vor chong Béc si, hai cd géi di qua hanh lang ndi thong
gitra cac khu nha d€ quay lai khu nha chinh. Cé mét cdn phong, phia truedc
cin phong d6 1a sanh chor. Khong ¢6 ai & khu ban #n, nhung tai quay 1€ tan
thi ¢c6 Ong chii vi mot ngwdi dan dng to béo dang trd chuyén vui vé. Nguoi
dan 6ng to I&'n nhw mot d6 vat chuyén nghiép, ¢6 vé nhw chi ¢an 16p mo
thwra 1a da da chong choi v&i gid lanh nén anh ta mac doc mdt chiéc so’ mi
ngin tay. ThA'y Naoko va Makoto tién lai gan, 4anh mét anh ta tr& nén than
thién d&€n mirc khi€n ngwoi ta lién twdng d€n hinh anh mdt con voi trong
vueon bach thd.

“Pay la bép tredng cua nha khach ching t6i.”

Ong cha gi&i thiéu véi Naoko va Makoto. Nguoi dan dng to béo chat
vat bude xudng khdi chiéc gh& ctia quiy 1€ tan, lich sw cii céi d4u to 16m.

“Néu mudn dit mén hay cé phan nan gi vé @6 an thi hai ¢6 ¢ néi voi
toi nhé, ding ngai. Hai c6 da cat cong dé€n noi xa x06i nay lam khéach, néu
15 c6 gi khong hai 1ong thi ching t6i s& 4y ndy 1dm.”

“Chéc khdi can hoi tén anh ta, cd nha khach c6 mdi anh chang niy lam
bé&p tredng thdi ma. Anh ta thich dwore goi 1a Bép tredng 14m day, nghe né
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oal.
“Pung ¢6 gheo toi chit, Ong chii. Cu thi sao, cdi ho that o 1a lodng
ngoing, doc thé nao Ay nhi? Kirigirisu® 13... 4y nham...”
“Kirihara chtr.”
“Diy da’y, giong vdy da’y. The chic cdu ciing mudn dwoc goi 1a Ong
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chu cho chuyén nghiép hon cdi ho nghe nhw ¢6n tring sdu bo &y chi gi?
Ma thoi k€ di, hai c6 c6 cyc ghét mon an nao khong?”

“Khong.”

Makoto trd 101 diet khoét. Hinh nhw nhin dang véc ctia ¢d 1a ¢6 the twdng
twong dwoe nén BEDp tredng git gu vé thau hi€u. Naoko cling trd 101 “Gan
nhw khong ¢6.” Thyce t€ chwa ¢c6 moén nao c6 ghét d&n mirc phai chud y can
than trong thyc don ca.

“Nhw viy 1a t6t nhat dd'y. MAy cudn sdch gidp gidm cin ban ddy riy
trén thi trrong toan la vé van ca. Chi ¢an dn uéng hai hoa, khong kén chon
thi ty nhién co’ the sé dep 1én thdi. A nhwng nghe toi néi thi chic cha cé ti
thuy€t phuc nao nhi?”

B&p trudng to béo ndi vay roi cwoi vang, di vao khu b&p & goc trong
cling ctia quay 1€ tn. Nhin theo hinh béng d6, Ong cht nhiy mét néi: “Tay
nghé ciia anh ta dwoc 1dm day.”

“Ong ch, tién ddy ching t6i ¢6 chit chuyén mudn hoi.”

Makoto vira ng6i 1én chi€c ghé& khi ndy Bé&p truedng ngdi vira noi.
Naoko hiéu ngay y d6 cua ban, cling ng'6i xudng bén canh.

"La chuyén vé dong dao Me Ngong."

CAP

Ong chu cudi gwong gao néi.

“Chéc céc co nghe dwoc tir ai d6 nhi? Ring nhitng ciu tho trén tAm thé
trang tri treo & mdi cidn phong déu c6 4n tinh gi gi d6.”

“Tw anh Kamijo...”

Khuon mit rau ria caa Ong chéi nhw mudn néi “Biét ngay ma.”

“Cai tay d6 chirng nao tit ndy, lic nao cling thich phéng dai. Thyc ra
khong ¢6 gi dang k€ dau.”

“Th& nhwng anh &y bdo ring d6 1a dé tai ban luan chung cfia nhirng
khéich quen tai nha khach nay.”

Ong chu 13p lai: “T6i da bao tay d6 chitng ndo tit ndy ma. Khong cé
chuyén dé dau, chi 1a Kamijo tuy ti€n néi vay thoi.”

“Nhung...”

“T6i noi that ma...”

(A)ng‘chﬁ khuyng lai mot chut.



“Chang c6 gi ca dau. May bai dong dao Me Ngdng d6 khong c6 ¥ nghia
gi to tat ca, don thuan chi la vat trang tri phong thdi. Néu hai cd tha'y no
khong dep thi d€'t6i thao ta'm thé trang tri trong phong hai ¢6 ra nhé?”

Naoko cdm nhén dworc trong giong ndi ciia anh ta da c¢6 chut khé chiu.

“Khong phai vay dau.” Makoto xua tay. “Ching tdi hoan toan khong c6
y nhw vdy.”

“Vay thi t6t roi.” Anh ta quang chi€c khan lau c6c ca phé€ vao trong bon
rira. “Coi nhw khdng ¢6 van dé gi nhi. T6i con chit chuyén, xin phép nhé.”

Anh ta néi bang giong coc 16¢ sau d6 budc ra khdi quiy 18 tan, hwdng
ve phia hanh lang ro1 di mat. Ch?ing 1€ bon minh da néi di€u gi khong phai
a? Hai c6 gdi sitng sOt nhin theo. Cudi cung, than hinh to 1on cua Bép
tredng di ra tee nha bép. Bep tredng nghen cdi ¢d ngin ngln cta minh d&
xdc nhan xem béng dang Ong chii khua't hin chwa, doan nhin mit néi: “Tai
khong ding thoi di€m thoi.”

“Chung t6i 1o’ n6i gi 1am anh &y phéat long a?”

Naoko lo 14ng hoi. B&p tredng khé l1ic du noi.

“Céc ¢cO khong ¢in d€ tam dau. Tén d6 modi I4n udng say hay hing chi
1€n 1a ty minh tudn ra hé€t &'y ma, chi tai hdm nay tdm trang khong t6t thoi.”

“La sao cor a?”’

Tha’y Makoto hdi, B&p tredng mdt n niva dwa mit vé huéng Ong cha
da bién mat, gio ngén tay trd béo mip ngin ciin 1én dit trén moi.

“Nhtrng chuyén tdi n6i, phai gitr bi mat nhé.”

Naoko vd Makoto dwa mét nhin nhau r6i rwén ngudi vé phia Bép
tredng.

“P6 1a chuyén ctia tdim nam tredc roi.”

Bép tredng vira nhin tdm lich dwgc dan trén twong vira mao ddu ciu
chuyén nhw vay. To lich ¢6 dang mot hai d6 chi tiét, trén vung bién &y la
cdc ngay thang trong mot ndm dwgc in dwdi dang phong chir cach diéu.
Duwong nhw anh ta dang vira nhin vao ngay thang trén d6 vira noi.

Tam nim trede, Ong chi 1am viéc cho mot cong ty. Bép trwdng miéu ta
dé 1a mot cong viée khong cé gi ddc biét, ca cong ty cling cheamg dang phai
gidi thich. Con Bép tredng khi d6 méi la dau bép chir chwa 1€n bép trwdng



nhwng tay nghé da vao hang thwong thwra, theo anh ta k€ thi 1a vay. Hai
ngwoi la ban tdt ciia nhau, ngoai ra con ¢6 thém mot ngwoi ban méi nira.
b6 1a mdt gda phu Anh qudc c6 ciu con trai 6 tudi, ch'dong ma't do tai nan
giao théng. Chong cb &y va Ong cha ting 12 ban ciing leo nii, the’ nén ba
ngwdi mdi quen bi€t va tré nén than thi€t. Nha khach Me Ngdng nay chinh
la biét thy ciia ch'6ng ngwoi phu nir ay.

“Nhung ciu con trai 6 tudi 8y cling da chét roi.” Noi dén day, giong cua
B&p tredng hoi nghen lai.

“Chuyén d6 xdy ra vao mét dip t6i va Ong chi d&n biét thy nay choi.
Vio mot dém tuyét roi, thing bé da khong tré vé nha. Chiing toi goi ca doi
ctru hd, tat cd moi ngwoi déu tda ra tim nhwng khong ai tim thdy, lic thdy
thing bé di 1a sing hom sau. Quyét tAm clia mot ngwdi me qua la khing
khi€p. Khi troi con chwa sang ¢6 4y dd mot minh di ra ngoai va cudi cling
tim dwoc con. Nghe néi thang bé bi tregt chan roi xudng vach ndi va méc
ket trong mQt hoc cay.”

Duwong nhw nhé lai sy viée khi d6, B&p tredng im lang mot ldc réi the
dai. Ngay sau sy viéc &y, ngwoi phyu nir n6i muén ban biét thy 18y 1y do
ring minh s& tr& vé nude. Mit khic, wéc mo ciia Ong chi, mdt nhan vién
cdng ty binh thwong khi do, 1a thodt khoi ki€p lam céng dn lwong va kinh
doanh nha khach. P61 v&i mdt ngwoi bi dm anh b&i nhirng ngon ndi tw thoi
hoc sinh nhw céu ta, viéc phai ng'6i ban gid’y lam viéc c¢6 khéac gi cyc hinh.
Mtrc gia c6 &y dwa ra so voi gid tri ca tdoa nha nay ré d€n mirc khong thé
tin noi. Sau d6 chi can bd chit cong strc stra sang la nd da tré thanh mot
nha khach sang trong roi.

“P6 1a buwdc ngoit 1én nha't chia cude doi Ong chi, dwong nhién 1a ca
cudc doi t6i nira. Chiing t6i dd hita v&i nhau ring cdi gio phit huy hoang
khi ciu ta tr¢ thanh 6ng chu nha khach riéng, toi sé tr¢ thanh bép tredng
ctia noi 8y. buwong nhién cu ta dong y ngay.”

N6i d&n day, B&p treédng nhay mit mot céi.

“Nguoi phu nit Anh qudc rat vui voi quy€t dinh nay ctia Ong chi. Co Yy
no6i, nhw vy minh c¢6 th€ an tim ma vé nwdce roi. Thé nhung c6 ay dwa ra
mot diéu kién. Qua thwc 1a mot diéu kién la Iung. Trong moi can phong tdi



c6 treo mot tAm thé trang tri, khong dwoc thdo bd hay thay thé bing vat
trang tri khac. D6 la di€u kién ctia cd ay. Ngoai ra con khdong dwoc xay
thém hay phé do cac cian phong.”

Naoko bat giac 1am bam, “That 1a mot cau chuyén la lung.”

“La lung that ma. Vay nén ching t6i da kién tri gdng héi c6 &y ly do, thé’
nhung c6 &y chaamg giai thich gi, chi im lang mim cwoi.”

Sau d6 Bép tredng dot nhién ngung cwoi, nhin hai ¢6 gai tred'c mat
bang 4nh mét cyc ky nghiém tic.

“Khong lau sau do, c6 ay da ty sat.”

Naoko nin thé. Makoto ciing lang di h'6i lau. B&p trwdng ti€p tuc cau
chuyén bang giong déu déu nhw dang d& nén cim xiic clia minh xudng.

“Tai can ho ctia minh & Tokyo, c¢6 &y da uéng thudc ty sat. Bén canh la
btrc thw tuyét ménh giri cho ching t6i. Noi dung birc thw nhw sau: Xin hdy
giik diing loi hika lién quan dén ngoi biét thw. Do la cdu thdn chi dé toi
dwoc hanh phiic. Ngoai ra, mdt diy chuyén ma c6 &y vo cung yéu thich
cling dwore nhét vao trong phong bi nhw vat ky ni€ém. D6 1a mét mat day co,
c6 hinh con chim nhéd.”

Naoko “A” lén mot tieng.

“P6 1a mat day chuyén ma chi Kurumi deo ding khong?”

“Phy ni tinh mét that dd’y. Pung the¢. Ong chil coi né nhw bau vat,
nhwng cr mang theo mai thi cling cheatng hay ho gi nén da cho co6 gai dé. Toi
thd’y cdi mit diy thiét k& hoi qué, nhung Kurumi ¢6 1€ vi biét ¥ nén van
deo bén minh.”

_“Cau than chi d€ t&i dwoe hanh phic..._ ¢ nghia la gi?”

Truwdc cau hdi ciia Makoto, B&p truedng chi u€ odi lac dau.

“Co &y vi mat di dra con trai nén da tim dén cdi chét, trang thai tinh
than ldc d6 c6 1€ khé ma sang sudt dworc. That long ma ndi, ca may bai
d6ng dao Me Ngdng 1an cau than ch, t6i tha’y tt ca chi 1a san pham cla tri
twdng twong ma thdi. Thé nhwng ching téi da hira r'oi. V&i lai ndi gi thi
néi, d6 1a di ngdn chia cd Ay, nén t6i va Ong chii déu khong c6 ¥ dinh 1o di.
Ma m&Yy td'm thé trang tri d6 ciing tao dwgc khong khi rat riéng da’y ch?
Nén 12 ctr d€ vay théi. Ong chi néi né khong c6 ¥ nghia gi to tat 1a béi
vay.”



“Thi ra dﬁng sau d6 l1a ca mdt cau chuyén dai...”

Naoko hoi ciii mit, liéc vé phia Makoto. “Né&u vy thi Ong chii khong
mudn noéi cling phai théi.”

“Cung khong phai la chi c6 the"”

Bép tredng ha giong hon chiit nita. “Ong cha di say céi ¢6 ngudi Anh
qud’c &y nhw di€u do. Pay la tuyét mat cua tuyét mat da'y nhé.”

N6i xong, véi mot cdi nhdy mét, nu cudi thye sy da trd lai trén khudn
mat B&p truong.
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“Tam gio d&€n, ctra phong ngt khéa. Pi vong ra phia cira s, ctra sO ciing
khéa. Tam gio’ ba mwoi phiat d&n mot Ian nira, cira phong ngoai khéa. Chin
gior lai d&€n mot Ian nira, ctira ngoai khéa. M& khéa di vao, ctra phong ngu
cling khéa. M& khéa di vao, anh trai t& da chét, ctra sO cling dwgc chot
chat...”

Naoko c¢dm cudn sG ghi loi Takase da k€ trong tay, di di lai lai trong
phong. C6 mudn tdi hi€én mdt Tan nwra tinh hudng lic phat hién ra xac anh
trai, tv d6 nhan dinh xem hién trrong vu an cé thwc sy 1a mot cin phong
kin hay khong. Th& nhung, di da xét di xét lai rAt nhiéu T4n, k&t luan van
chaalng c6 gi thay doi.

“Qua nhién Ia khong th€. Du cé nghi th€ nao, cling khong ai cé the ra
vao dwoc.”

Naoko thd ngwoi danh phich xu6ng chiéc giwong noi anh trai da qua
doi. T khi quay lai phong d&n gior, Makoto ct nim ngtra trén chigc
girong bén canh, mit nhin dim dim 1&n tran nha.

“Th& nén t& m&i bao 12 khong thé. Pit gia thuyét rang anh trai Naoko
khong tur sdt ma bj ai d6 giét hai, n&u khong nim rd va phan tich k§ hanh vi
cua ta't ca nhirng vi khach khac cé mat khi d6 thi khong thé nao giai thich
dworc manh khoée cia van dé phong kin nay. Néu chi ¢an Naoko dén day,
bang vai suy luan don gian 1a c6 th€ gidi thich dwoc van @&, thi h'6i vy dn
m&i x4y ra canh sét cling da dé dang pha dwoc 4n r6i.”



“Dwong nhién la vay, nhung...”

Nhung Naoko khong th€ khong 1am gi d6. Thir ma nha khach nay dang
nim gitr, cdm gidc huyén bi xa la nhu tréu titc ¢d. Cau chuyén ma Bép
tredng k€ cling c6 gi d6 khong thda dang.

“Khong dwgrc nén néng. Bay gio’ chiing ta méi dang giai doan thu thap
thong tin thoi.”

Makoto lam ddng tic nhu dang tdp co bung, kéo ngwoi ng'oi day.

“Tuy nhién ¢c6 mot di€m ma té rat chid y, dé 1a vu an cla hai ndm vé
tred'c. Vu d6 va vu anh trai Naoko c6 that sy 1a hoan toan khong lién quan
g1 d&n nhau khong? Va con td'm buu thi€p cua anh ciu nwra.”

“Cai nay dung khong?”

Naoko 16i tdAm bwu anh ctia Koichi tw trong tdi 4o khodc ra.

“Pay la cam gidc cla to tw lic dén noi nay thoi... nhieng ciu tw khong
rd nghia trong 14 thw d6 ¢6 gi ddy ra't hop v&i nha khach nay.”

“Hop?”

“N6i cach khéc thi...”

Makoto nhan t&'m bwu thi€p tw tay Naoko, doc to 1én.

_“Me Maria vé nha khi nao?_ Khi con & Tokyo thi t& doc ciu vin nay
chi thdy ky la, th&’ nhung khi d&i chi€u v&i nhitng cau tho trén tim thé
trang tri & ting phong ctia nha khach nay thi lai thdy phong cach c6 vé rat
giong nhau.”

“Cai cau Me Maria... nay c6 the cting la mdt cau trong dong dao Me
Ngong day.”

“Chi 1a co thé’thoi.”

“Nhung néu ding vAy thi anh trai t& da tim hi€u vé Me Ngong nhi? Anh
ay mudn tim gi?”’

“Néu nghi mdt cach don gian thi dé la...”

Cau than chu!

Ca hai dong thanh kéu 1én. Naoko gat dau that manh.

/“Té’ ,bié’t tinh anh minh, n€u nghe B&p tredng k€ cau chuyén vira roi
chac chan anh 4y s€ ¢6 hirng thd.”

N6i dén day thi hai ngwoi nghe thd’y ai d6 gd ctra phong khach. Naoko



bwde ra ti phong nga, tra loi “Vang.” Ti€p theo do 1a ti€ng Takase dap lai.

“Btra t&1 da dworc chuan bi xong.”

D¢ at di cdu “Vang, ching t6i s€ ra ngay...” ma Naoko dinh trad 101,
Makoto voi goi t€n cu nhan vién, “Ciu Takase!” Sau do, co gat Naoko
sang mdt bén va m& ctra.

“C4u cho ching téi xin chdt thoi gian dwoe khdng? Chiing t6i ¢6 chuyén
mudén héi.”

Takase gidt minh, hoi nga ngwoi vé phia sau tredre khi thé cia c6 gai.

“C6 chuyén gi the?”

“Trwdece tién, moi ciu vao trong da.”

Poi Takase vao trong phong, Makoto dong manh cwra lai, gio' tAm buu
dnh vAn cAm trong tay ttr ndy dén gio ra triedc mit ciu.

“Cau thwr doc céi nay di.”

Bi bat ngor, Takase chép chép mat.

“Cai gi vay, ty nhién...”

Vira néi, cau vira cAm 14y tAm buu thi€p. C6 th€ tha’y d6i mit mau nau
nhat cda cidu dang chuyén dong theo nhtrng dong chir trén d6. Cudi cung,
ciu dwa mét nhin hai nguoi.

“Cai nay la gi th&?”

“La bwu thi€p cda anh trai t6i.” Naoko tra lovi. “Sau khi anh t6i ma't thi
né dwoe giri toi nha t6i.”

“...Vaya?”

Dwong nhw van con nhd dwoe ra't nhiéu diéu vé vi khach cia mot nim
triedre, Takase nghen 1oi mot lic 1au, nhin di nhin lai nhitng dong chtr trén
taA'm buu thi€p.

“Vay cac c6 mudn héi diéu gi?”

“MOot cau duoce viét trong d6.” Makoto dat ngdn trd 1€n mat buu thi€p
Takase dang cAm. "Trong d6 c6 mdt cAu nhic d&n Me Maria ding khong?
Cau nay ching tdi khong sao hi€u noi. Naoko ndi ¢6 the’ dé la mot cau trong
d6ng dao Me Ngbng."

“Ra vay.” Takase dwa mét nhin tAm buwu thi€p mdt T4an nita. Qua nhién
ctr nghe d&€n Me Ngdng 1a ciu c6 hing tha.



‘iDling l1a ¢c6 mot cau dong dao ki€u ki€u nhw the” that, nhwng t6i khong
16 14m. C4i nay chéc phai hdi Ong chii thoi.”

“Anh trai toi lic & day c6 vé nhw dang tim ki€m cdi gi khong?”

Chéc chén 12 anh Koichi da tim hiéu vé thit gi d6, tham chi con viét thw
nho’ Naoko gitp do'.

“I\J’m, to1 cung chiu...”

Takase n6i nhw the’ dang c& luc loi lai ky ¢, cudi cung, dwong nhw nho
ra diréu gi do, cau nhin vao khong trung.

“A, c6 mot Tan anh &'y nho t6i vé tranh.”

“La tranh gi the?”

Naoko 12 ngudi biét rd nha't ring anh trai minh ching hing thd gi v&i
hdi hoa. Cuing 1dm ciing chi d&n mitc thich may cudn truyén tranh thoi.

"La tranh v€ nha khach nay. Anh &y bao Dang so* do phc%ng ciing dwoc,
dang tranh ldp thé ciing dwoc, hdy vé giip toi."

“Tranh nha khéach a...”

Naoko suy nghi chirng hai ba gidy, sau d6 dwa mét nhin Makoto. Nguoi
dau tién hanh dong qua nhién 1a Makoto. Cd kéo tay Takase, diy manh anh
chang ng6i vao cdi gh€” bén canh chi€c ban, roi ty minh ngdi xuéng doi
dién.

“Naoko, cdu c6 gidy va bt chi ch? Gid'y cang to cang tdt.”

“Té c6 gidy viét thw thoi.”

Naoko di vao phong ngu, 18y tw trong ba 16 ra mot tdp gid’y viét thw cé
in hinh con chim g6 ki€n & géc trén bén phai va mdt chi€c bit may. Co vira
dat nhirng thir &y Ién trén ban thi Makoto xé ngay mdt trang dwa vé phia
Takase. Sau d6 cd thdo nip bit mdy, dit ciy bit xudng bén canh to gidy
do.

“Gi vay? Tw nhién lai... Hai ngwoi dinh bit tdi viet ban cam k&t hay gi
do a?”

Makoto khong cuoi triedre cau néi dua cua Takase. “Hay vé di. Bire tranh
gidng voi biee ciu da vé cho anh trai Naoko &Yy.”

“Tranh gidong thé 4... d6 chi don gian la so @6 cia nha khach nay thoi.
V& lai thir d6 thi c6 ich gi co chk?”

Takase nhin hai ngwoi mdt ldc roi diu mat, bi€u cdm nhw mudn néi



“Troi a, thi ra la vay.”

“Chéc hai c6 nghe cAu chuyén vé cau than chd dé roi 2? Nguon thong
tin tir Ong chu hodc B&p trwédng chir gi?”

Makoto git dau. “Ca tr anh Kamijo ntra.”

Takase bit cwori.

“Cac ¢6 ndi chuyén véi Kamijo r'oi sao? Thao nao, ra 1a anh hwdng tw
ngudi d6. Ma khong, tr dau von ching ai d&€ ¥ d&n cAu than chd, ngudi
l1am né trd nén xdn xao trong nha khich chinh 12 anh ta. Th& nhung chic
hai ngwoi ciing dwoe nghe r'oi, cdi goi 1a cu thdn chud ay chéng co gi to tat
ca dau. b6 chi don thuan la cau chuyén twedng twong ctia chu nhan cii ngdi
nha khéch nay théi.”

“Vay cling dwoe.” Makoto day tor gid'y viét thw vé phia Takase. “Trwdc
tién cdu cr vé di da. Quan trong la Hara Koichi da ting cé hing thd véi
cau théan chu do.”

Khée miéng Makoto mim cuoi nhwng dnh mét thi cyc ky cuwong quyét.
Takase nhin vé phia Naoko vé dau khd. Th& nhung, 4nh mét clia Naoko
ctung nghiém tic khong thua gi Makoto.

“Xin hay giup chiing t6i.” C6 ndi. Vi kim nén cam xtic nén giong cd nhw
dang thi tham. Takase c6 vé nhu da dau hang.

“Thoi dege, nhung t61 nghi 1a né chfmg lién quan gi d&€n vu dn cta anh
trai cd dau.” Vira néi, Takase vira bat dau di chuyén cay brit.

Xong bwoc dau tién.

Nhin chuyén dong tay cta Takase, trong ddu Naoko hién 1én cum tw do.



MARIA CO SUNG

Sanh cho sau bira to1.

Ta't ca khach tro hié€n tai ciia nha khach déu tap trung & day. C6 quay vé
phong thi cling chealng ¢ viéc gi lam, va lai ¢6 vé dwoc néi chuyén véi
nhirng gwong mat quen thudc 1au ngay gap lai 1a mot ni€ém vui rd't Ion cia
ho. Naoko va Makoto ciing da tim dwo'c mdt chd ng'di cho minh.

Nhitng ngudi choi poker ¢6 Ong chi, Kurumi, Phu nhén, Takase va mot
ngwoi dan 6ng tén Oki ma Naoko va Makoto gip Tan dau lic an tdi, tong
cdng nam nguwoi. C6 vé da qua quen nén ai ciing choi rd't thanh thuc. Pic
biét nhin tay ctiia Ong chii 1a biét anh ta khong hé nghiép dw chiit ndo. Anh
ta cling da tich dwoc kha kha phinh r'6i. Nhin thd'y bong dang Naoko, Oki
nhe tay vdy vdy nhung c6 gid vor khong thay. D6 1a do trong bira t0i ga da
d€lai an teong cuc ky té.

“Anh ciing td6t nghiép dai hoc & Tokyo ddYy, cling quen than v&i nhiéu
dan anh cta hai em.”

Trong bira dn, anh ta d&n ng6i doi dién v&i Naoko, bit chuyén véi
giong diéu nhw th€ da than quen 1dm. Nguoi dan 6ng chirng 30 tudi sau d6
gii thi€u tén minh. Anh ta ¢c6 mai téc hoi xodn dwgc vubt nhe ra sau, voc
ngudi cao rdo, nwde da rdm ning, chic 12 dan choi thé thao. Grong miit
anh ta thanh td d&n mirc c6 bdo 1a ngwdi ndi tiéng chic ciing ¢6 ngudi tin.
Tw &n twong ban dau, Naoko cdm tha'y khuyét di€m cta anh ta chinh la
qua ty cao vé di€m manh cia minh, thé¢’ nhwng hinh nhw ban than dwong sy
thi khong h€ nhén ra.

“Thoi dai hoc anh hay choi tennis, by gior thinh thodng ciing van cho,
con ¢6 the' day lai cho ngwoi khac dwgrc. Em cling choii tennis chr?”



Céch néi chuyén cho thdy anh ta tin rang chi ¢in néi dén tennis, cic cd
gdi tré ai cling s€ thich mé, va c¢6 I tw trede t&i nay anh ta da luén thanh
cong v&i chiéu nay that. Nawng ma, Naoko hit vao mot hoi, minh khong
muén bi coi la dira con gdi dé dai dén thé. Sau tiéng thd 1a cau “Toi ghét
tennis,” dwoc thot ra bﬁng giong diéu manh mé nhwng van v&i nét mit 6n
hoa. Oki lam mat nhw th€ tir tredre t&i nay chwa tirng gdp mot ¢6 gai nao
ng& ngan dén vay.

“Ghét? Lam gi ¢6 chuyén dé chi. Khac nao d6 chwa né€m th ma da
ché? C6 em cir thir choi mot Tan xem. Thoi dai nay &y, khdng choi tennis
thi khong the goi la thanh nién dwgc dau.”

Cam gidc ty tin thai qua. Cai 161 n6i lam gi c6 chuyén do nhw the ty
quyét dinh s¢ thich cia nguwoi khac khi€n Naoko thd’y byc doc. Nhirng lic
nhw thé ndy gid ma c6 Makoto & bén, chic chén co &y ciing s& lwdm chdy
mét khién doi phwong phai ty dong rit lui. The nhwng Oki lai ¢6 tinh chon
ldc Makoto roi khdi chd ng'di d€ t&i bét chuyén.

“Anh Oki nam nao cling t&i nha khach nay a?” Naoko hoi d€ doi dé tai
cau chuyén.

“Um, thoi di€m nay thi chd ndo ciing dong dic, néu di du lich mdt minh
thi chd nhw thé nay lai phi hop hon.”

“Vay chéc anh c6 biét chuyén vé cau than chi din t&i hanh phic chi#?”

Naoko nhic d&n cau chuyén vira dworc B&p trudng k& cho nghe khi nay.
Oki thodng chiit ngac nhién, héi lai: “Cau than cha?”

"La chuyén vé Me Ngong..."

Ngay 14p tirc anh ta gat dau, vé nhw da hi€u. Bi€u cam ling ting cta anh
ta khi dé khi€n Naoko chud y.

“Cau chuyén c0 tich d6 &y ha? Gi th€ nay, tw nhién lai... May chuyén
ki€u d6 &y ma, anh khéng cé chiit hirng thd nao dau. Khong dam ndéi to,
nhung that tinh anh nghi d6 chi 13 maYy 161 ¢6n nhdm thu hit khach t&i day
thoi. Néu nghiém tuc tin vao thi that 1a ngd'c nghéch.”

“Th& nhwng cau chuyén do that sy nghe ra't cong phu.”

“U, cang do1i tra thi cang cong phu ma. Nhwng néu em khong mudn lam
tan v gid'c mo’ thi ¢t suy nghi nhw thé nay ciing dwore. Hanh phic da duoc
trao vao tay ké khac, cau than chd chfmg con hiéu qua gi nwra.”

“Trao vao tay ké khac?”



“Chi can nghi nhw vay thoéi.”

Nhin thdy Makoto dang quay tré lai, Oki li€c mot cdi vé phia cd roi
budng mot cau.

“Vay hen gdp lai em sau nhé.”

Khi di ngang qua Makoto, nhw the da dwoc luyén tip d&€n nhuan nhuyén,
anh ta quay sang n& mdt nu cwoi gidng hét voi nu cwoi khi néi chuyén voi
Naoko.

“Mot ga khong th€ lo 1a dwge.” Naoko cam thdy rat ro nhw th€& vé
ngwoi dan 6ng nay.

“Nay nhé, hom nay t6i da thd’y mot canh ra't thi vi.”

Cam nhirng 14 bai trén mot tay, Oki bit dau tan chuyén. Anh ta ¢& ¥ néi
giong that to, c6 1€ de’'16i kéo sy chi y cua Naoko.

“Cau da thay gi vay?” Ba vo Bac si ti€p chuyén.

“Luc chiéu t67 khi tdi dang di dao vé hwdng khe nidi phia sau nha, c6
mot con qua lao t&¢i mo lién ti€p xudng da't. Khong hi€u né lam céi gi
nwa?”

“Qua 4? Chic c6 18 n6 dn giun da't hay gi d6 thdi. MAy chuyén nay phai
héi cau Enami. C4u thdy sao, Enami?”

Enami, nguoi dwgre Phu nhan ton 1a ti€n si vE€ chim chéc va con tring,
hién dang ngdi bén quiay I€ tAn. Anh ta vira n6i chuyén v&i Bép trudng vira
udng bia Budweiser, ch6c chdc lai thay vai hat lac vao miéng, c6 vé rat
khoadi chi v&i may cau bong dua ctia B€p tredng. Vira ndy anh ta hinh nhw
d3 nhan 161 moi choi bai ciia Phu nhin, nén tam thoi cling nim trong nhém
d4nh bai. Dot nhién nghe ai d6 nhic tn minh, anh ta giat minh quay lai,
doan 14p bip tra 151i.

“Khong, thue ra céi d6 toi cling khong 16 1dm...”

Ldc an t6i, Naoko ng'6i canh nén cling da tro chuyén dworc chiit chiit véi
Enami. Anh ta c6 cich néi chuyén cham rai voi tong giong tram, nhwng
khong phéi dang kém an néi. Anh trd loi cdc ciu hoi 16 rang, khong reom
ra. Vi du khi dwoe hodi dang 1lam ngh@é gi, anh chi trd 101 dang 1am viéc cho
mot cong ty kién triic. Anh ta con néi ring minh sip 30 tudi nén c6 I& ciing
la mot thanh vién cdt can trong cong ty. Mai toc c6 cac s¢i manh, thién vé
mau tring. D6i mét hai mf hai hoa v&i dudng nét khudn mit, chéc hén
tred'c day anh ta ciing tirng 1a mot thi€u nién tudn td, Naoko thdm twdng



teong. Hinh nhw Enami quay lai nha khéch 13 di tim ngay nén toan thin
thom nirc mui xa phong.

“H01 trra anh 1am gi the a?”

Khi di dao & phia sau nha khach, Naoko da nhin thdy bong anh ta nén
hoi. Enami thodng chit ngdp ngwng roi tra 1oi.

“Ciing khong c6 gi, toi chi ra xem c6 chim d& ngdm khong thoi.”

Pay 12 Tan du tién anh ta khong nhin vao méit d6i phwong.

Pang ng6i cham chd v&i ban co trén chi€c ghé” dit tredre 10 swdi 1a Bac
si. P&i tha cia 6ng 1a Kamijo. Hai ngwoi nay, twe lic mét troi con trén cao
da chuai dau vao choi nhw theé'. Naoko va Makoto nhin nhau ra hi€u roi cung
tién lai ng'6i canh hai ngwoi do.

“Em xem hai ngwoi danh cor dwore khong a?”

Kamijo cé vé rd't phan khich tredc cau néi ctia Naoko, canh mili ctr
phap ph'ong.

“Xin mo&i xin moi. Peoc my nhan c& vii thi dau 6c chic chén s& sdng
lang r61. Em c6 uéng gi...”

“Khong can dau.”

Makoto lanh lung dap. Th& nhwng anh ta cling khong cé vé gi phat long,
chi nhin c6 va hai.

“Em biét choi co chr?”

“Chuit chut thoi.”

“Vay la dwgc roi...”

Anh ta bd Irng cau ndi vi Bac si da di chuyén quan cor. Kamijo li€c mot
cdi 1én ban co’, mot hai gidy sau ciing bit dau di chuyéh tay. Sau d6 lai quay
sang nhin Makoto. “L'an t&i nha't dinh phai choi voi anh mot van da’y nhé.”

“Luc d6 hing hay.” Makoto ddp.

Sau d6 ma't mdt lic, cd Naoko, Makoto va hai ngwoi choi déu khong
noéi thém gi nira, lang 1€ choi. Du vay, phian 1én thoi gian chi ¢6 Béc si la
phai nhoc tdm nghi nwdc di, con Kamijo ¢ binh than vwra hit thudc via
nhe nhang di chuyén cac quan cor. Mat Béc si nhan nhim hét cd lai.

“Céach choi co’ cua ciu la lung that day.”

Béc si vira dan hai tay vao nhau vira néi. Ngwoi 1én ti€ng da phiéan 1a Bac
si, tr ndy t&i gio Ong da lap di ldp lai cdu d6 téi may Ian. Thé nhung



Naoko cam thdy trong cAu néi 4y ham y giéu cot nhiéu hon la khAm phuc.

“Hin 1a vay a.”

Kamijo dung dinh tra loi. Anh ta ¢6 vé quan tim dén tinh hinh ban
poker bén canh hon 1a cudc dd'u dang di€n ra trén san nha minh, nén trong
khi Béc si nghi nwdc di anh ta toan nhin vé phia do.

“Cau c0 tinh khong lam theo cac chién lwore trong sach vé sao?”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén do a.”

“Tai vi ngudi binh thwong ching ai lai di quan Ma nuéce Ay ca.”

“Vay a? Nhwng chdu thd’y di nwdc &y hay ma.”

Ping la vay, Bac si lam bam r6i lai cang 6c¢ nghi. Kamijo ranh qua
khong bi€t lam gi quay sang nhin Naoko, cwoi khodi tra khoe ham rang.
Réng anh ta ngay hang thang 161 toi mtrc ddng ghét, trong nhw the’ s’ rdng
nhiéu hon han ngwoi binh thwong vay. Naoko nhin ham rang anh ta lai lién
twdng dén phim dan piano.

“Bon em da dwoc nghe k&€ vé ngudn goc tén cac phong ctia nha khach
nay.”

Makoto can lic ho dang nghi gitta nhirng nwdc di, khoi mao ciu
chuyén. Bit chuyén v&i Kamijo ki€u nay chinh 12 muyc dich ng'di day cia
c0. Kamijo tron miéng chw O.

“Ong chi néi a?”

“Khong.” Makoto tra loi, “La Bép tredng kE.”

Ngay 1ap tﬁ’g, anh ta nhin v€ phia ban mdy ngwoi dang choi bai, cuoi
khing khuc. “Ong chu chdc han kh6 chju 1§m. M&i Tén c6 nguwoi nhic
chuyén dé 1a tdm trang anh ta thay doi han.”

“Chuyén gi co?”

Biéc s van ¢Am quin co trén tay, cAt giong hdi. Trong khi minh vit 6c
suy nghi thi Kamijo cw thao thao tdn chuyén, v&i Ong ta chuyén nay co 1€
chang vui vé gi.

“La chuyén v€ cau than chud &y a. Chau da ké cho cac ¢6 gai nay nghe.”

Béc silam mat ngan ngam.

“Gi chuw, lai 1a chuyén d6 a? Cai dé tai ci rich &y. D&n bay gio’ nguoi
van cOn quan tAm d&n né chi ¢6 mdi ciu thoi day.”

“Bac nén khen chau vin chwa danh mat tAm h'don trong tréo 6m nhitng



hoai nghi &y chit. Nay, bac dinh dit quan &y & dau the? A, chd dé a? Vay
thi... chdu di nwée nay.” Kamijo 14p tirc di chuyén quan co’ cia minh.

“Bép tredng da bao la cau than chd Ay cheamg c6 y nghia gi to tat ca.
Véay ma sao anh Kamijo lai ctr d€ tAm dén né th&?”

Pay chinh 1a diéu ma Naoko va Makoto mudn bi€t nha't. Kamijo lam bo
mat nghiém tic hi€m thay r'6i noi.

“Anh nghi khong th€ nao cé chuyén cau than chd &y khong c¢6 y nghia
gi. V&i ngwoi Anh, Me Ngéong ¢ the coi 1a mot phan doi sdng cia ho.
Chéc chin nhitng ciu dong dao trong nha khach néi 1én mot diéu gi d6, anh
nghi vdy day. Nhung chealng tha’y ai th€ hién sy quan tdm ding myc ca. Vo
cam, day cling 1a mdt can bénh cua thoi dai nhi?”

“Vay con cdi nguoi da chét nam ngodi thi sao a?”

Naoko ca't tié€ng. Co da c¢d 1am nhw minh chi vo tinh hoi, nhwng van cdm
tha’y tai hoi nong lén. “Tai em nghe anh Kamijo néi da néi chuyén véi
ngwoi d6 ra't nhiéu vé dé tai nay.”

L'an nay khong phai Kamijo, ma la Bac si 1én ti€ng trudrc.

“A t0i cling nhé, ciu thanh nién d6 ¢ vé rat quan tim dén cau than cha.
Lai do ciu xui nguoi ta a?”

“Ciing mot phan a, nhung c¢6 vé cdu &y cho rang bai dong dao trén
nhitng tAm thé treo twdng &y con mang y nghia khdc, sau sic hon ca ciu
than chud nwa.”

“Y nghia khac sau séc hon cau than chid?” Makoto hai lai.

“Piing the. C4u &Yy tin ring ciu than chd thyc ra 13 mot 4m hiéu. Pong
dao Me Ngdng thyc ra 1a 4m hiéu nham th& hién mot dja diém, c6 18 & day
ci't gidu mdt kho bdu gi d6 nén md&i goi 1a cdu thin chii ddn toi hanh phiic.
Céu 2y da néi vay day.”

Naoko cam thdy giong nhw minh vira bi con chdn ddng nhe. Qua nhién,
dy cam cua Makoto va cd vé diéu nay la hoan toan chinh xéc. Koichi da
tim hi€u vé ciu than chd, c6 va Makoto da di dén két ludn nay vua nay.
Bing chitng chinh 12 viéc anh nho Takase vé so' @6 chi ti€t ctia nha khdch,
cdng voi tdm buu thi€p gii cho Naoko. Hon ntra, ding nhw 1ot Kamijo
trng néi, mot sinh vién twng theo hoc chuyén nganh Van hoc Anh nhw
Koichi chic chin khong th€ niao khong quan tim khi nghe vé Me Ngédng.
Va lai... Kamijo con dung tt dm hiéu.



Nghe d&n tr d6, du khong phdi 14 Me Ngdng di ching nira chic anh
Koichi cling s€ lao vao tim hi€u. Anh &y la thanh phan cudng ti€u thuyét
trinh tham ma, Naoko thadm nghi nhw vay.

“R6i cudi cung ngwoi d6 ¢6 tim ra dwoe loi gidi vé cau than chd
khong?”

Makoto hdi, c hai ngwdi déu dong loat 1ac dau. C4i lic dau d6 khong
¢ nghia chwa tim ra dw¢c, ma l1a ho khong bi€t nguoi kia da tim dwoce loi
gidi hay chwa.

“Nhic m&i nhé, cdu A7y tirng ¢ Tan d&n phong chiing toi va nhin ra't lau
may tdm thé trang tri treo twong. BAy gio, qua nhién ciu a4y ¢6 néi may
cau ra't la lung.”

Béc s hinh nhw ¢6 théi quen cit khi nio ¢d ging nhd mot diéu gi 1a dwa
ngon trd 1€n, [am bam trong miéng.

"Pung roi, cdu ay da no6i gi d6 ve hat mam den. Hay 1a cén trung den
nhi... Khong, chic chén 1a hat mdm den."

“Hat mam den? Ngoai ra con gi khac nira khong a?”

Naoko da cd gidng hét strc @& 1am nhw chi thudn miéng hdi, nhung giong
¢0 vaAn cao hon binh throng.

“Chiu thoi, vi chuyén xay ra cach didy mot nam roi ma.”

“Chuyén m&i ¢6 mot nam thi bac ¢d ma nho chir. Chi€u twdng!”

Vi bi Kamijo chi€u twéng nén cau chuyén cta Bac si danh dwng lai &
day. Th& nhwng v&i Naoko, hom nay thu hoach dwge tirng d6 1a qua mong
doi chia ¢ roi. Chi it cling chirng minh dwo'c hwdng diéu tra ctia cd khong
nham.

“Pi th6i.”

Bi Makoto giuc, Naoko voi va dieng Ién.

9 __ _

Muwoi mét gior hon, hai cd gai tr¢ vE giwong ciia minh va ric vao chan.
beén tat mot lic 1a ti€ng the déu déu ctia Makoto da vang 1én trr giwong bén



canh, nhung Naoko thi ¢t trdn troc mai. Chang th& c6 chuyén c6 khong
mét, sang nay cd vwra roi khoi Tokyo, roi trong mdt ngay da di vong quanh
tim hi€u rd't nhiéu. Vay ma gio’ dau 6c¢ ¢6 lai tinh tdo nhw the dn nhdm la
bac ha vdy. V6 van suy nghi hdn loan ¢t chép tit trong tAm tri c6. Humpty
Dumpty, vu an hai nam tredee, cdy cau da, cau London...

Cau da? Cau London?

Tam tri ¢6 bi danh lac hwong vai gidy bai lién twdng d6. Phu nhan da
n6i gi nhi? Cau London ndm Ian bay lwot ¢ xay roi lai d0, cudi cling phai
x4y bing d4... phai roi, 12 nhw the. Ngiu nhién sao? C6 18 1a vay roi. Ma
quan trong 1a, n€u thé thi sao chx?

C6 nh¢ lai bai hat Mary c¢é mot chii cieu nhé. Toan ma’y nguoi khach la
lung.

Kamijo, Oki, Enami, B4c si, Takase... A khong, cau &y ¢6 phai la khach
dau. R'6i thi poker, co...

Cudi cung thi tdc dung cua 14 bac ha ciling diu di...

Luc co tinh gid’c, troi van chwa sang. Cling gidng nhw tredc khi ngi, cd
nghe thay ti€ng Makoto thd déu dédn trong bong t§i. Hoi thd ctia Naoko
nong ray, miéng kho khd'c nhw the lwdi da hoa thanh mi€ng bong hit nwde.
C6 1€ vi vdy ma cd tinh gidc. Nguwoi ta thweong bi khat vao ban dém thi
phai. Hay vi ddy la dém dau ti€n cd ngl trén chi€c giwong ma anh cd da
qua doii mot nam tredc?

Naoko rén rén roi khdi giwong. Xo chén tran vao doi sneaker, khé khan
1dm c6 mé&i Tan dwoc tdi ctra phong ngi. Ra t&i phong khéch, co bat den
1€n, nhin dong h'6 d€ ban. Chi€c dong h'6 hinh diang nhw chi€c loa cd dang
chi ddng hai gio’. Khoac do truegt tuyét ra bén ngoai bd d6 ngi, Naoko nhe
nhang ra khoi phong. Py d6 ¢6 anh sang tor nhirng bong dén dém nhwng
hanh lang thi m& t87. Hodng so trede ¥ nghi rang sé c6 ban tay nao dé chop
18’y vai minh tw phia sau, ¢6 rdo buwdrc ti€n vEé phia sanh cho.

Khong gian trong sdnh nhw ngwng dong. Chd d6 1a ban cor, chd kia 1a bd
bai poker, chd nay 1a ban backgammon... mui hwong cla ting thit cit the
dong lai ddu diy. Naoko di ngang chd dit ban backgammon, ti€n lai gan
qudy 12 tan. Khi d6ng voi hitng nwée, ¢d chot nghe thay tiéng mé cira. Am



thanh phat ra tr bén trong nha bép. Naoko biét & d6 c6 ctra sau.

Gio nay roi, liéu co thé’la ai dwgc nhi?

Vira nghi vdy, c¢d vira ndp vao bén trong quay I¢ tan. CH ciing khong biét
vi sao minh lai 1am v4y. Nha b&p c¢6 hai ctra, mdt & bén canh quiy 1€ tan,
mot & phia hanh lang. Naoko cdm nhan dwgc bwdc chan than trong c&
khong gy ra ti€hg dong clia nguoi kia ngirng lai mot lic. C6 bét dau nghi
xem phai lam gi n€u 1o ¢6 ai d6 dot nhién xua't hién bén canh.

Néu bi phdt hién thi phdi noi gi de’ddanh trong ldng day?

Thé& nhung si lo 1dng clia c6 di trd nén thira thii, ngwdi vira tién vao ti
ctra sau da di ra phia hanh lang. Cheamg c6 Am thanh nao ro rang d&€n mirc c6
the goi 1a ti€ng bwdc chian, Naoko chi cam gidc vy ma thdi. Cam giac do
xa dan, Naoko doi mot ldc roi ding 1én. Xung quanh chang c6 gi thay doi
so v&i khi ¢O vira ra ddy, chi ¢6 bau khong khi da tré nén hon loan. Khong
khi noi ban co, bd bai TAy va ban backgammon tron 14n vao nhau. Duoc
ban tay cd swdi Am, nwdc trong cdc khong con lanh 1€o nhw trede nira.
Naoko udng can cdc nwde roi nhanh chdong quay vEé phong.

V€ t&i phong, cd 14p tirc chui vao chan. Nhwng con trdng nguwc khong rd
Iy do tdn cong c6. Khong hi€u nguyén nhan trdng nguc ddp don cang
khi€n cd bat an hon. Pung lic do, cd nghe thdy ti€ng ddng & phia bén
canh. Hay chinh xac hon l1a & phong bén canh. Ti€ng ctra dong va ti€ng
buwdre chan di lai. Naoko bat gidc nin tho.

“La phong Thanh Paul nhi?”

Mot giong n6i vang lén. Trong bong t61, Makoto dot nhién ca't tie€ng.

“Phong bén trai, chic chin 13 phong Thanh Paul ding khong?”

Nhé lai sor @6 nha khach, Naoko git déu. Hin 1a Makoto khong thé€ nhin
tha’y ctr dong do cua co.

“Ai d6 vua vao sao?”

Sau d6 Makoto ngdp mdt cdi rd to, nhw th€ tuyén bd ngung viéc diéu tra
chuyén d6 & day.

“Chéc 12 Oki nhi? Pém hdm thé& nay con di gip ai khong biét.”

Sang hom sau, Naoko choang tinh sau mdt con 4c mdng. Gid'c mo’ dang s¢



dén ndi toan thin cd tda m6 hoi lanh, nhung khi c6 ng'di ddy thi moi ky tec
ve né da tiéu tan. Cam gidc ti€c nudi khi€n c6 ndn lai trén giwvong mot lic
va ¢d luc 1oi tri nhé. Nhwng tya nhwe sau mot con gid, chang con gi sét lai
trong cO ntra.

Giwong cuia Makoto tréng khong. Ba 16 cua cd 4y van d€ mé, d€ 10 mot
tdi dyng @6 nhd mau xanh da troii chd't liéu nylon. Naoko chot nhé ra. B6
la tdi dyng d6 rira mat ciia Makoto, dwoc ban voi gia 350¥8 & Hoi sinh
vién. Nhin thd’y thir d6, Naoko ciing vodi vang nhay ra khdi giwong.

Naoko di t&i vira diing liic Makoto rita mit xong. C6 dang lau mit bang
chiétc khin mau tring, thd'y Naoko, co 1ién duwa tay phai 1én viy nhe. Nhitng
giot nwdc dong trén téc mdi 1ap ldnh trong ning s&m.

“Chao budi sang.” Naoko cat giong chao. Makoto khé€ gat dau roi 13y
cui chd chi vao géc trong noi Oki dang déng. Anh ta van voi nwdce, vira d€
nwdc &m chdy vao chiu ria mat vira loe dang nhin ra ngoai ctra s6. Hinh
nhw Oki dang mai suy nghi gi d6, nwdc néng tran ca ra ngoai chdu ma anh
ta cling chang hay. Naoko tw twr ti€n lai, nhin ngang khuoén miét anh ta r'6i
ca't giong chao.

“Chao buoi sang, anh Oki.”

Anh ta giat nay nguoi, roi cudng cudng déng voi nwoce.

“A... chao em.”

“Anh sao thé a?”

Naoko khé liéc ngudi dan 6ng mot cdi roi hdi. Anh ta teoi cudi lic dau.

“Khong sao. Anh chi loe mo’ ti thoi.”

“Td1 qua anh ngtt muodn a?”

“Um.”

“Hinh nhw anh di ra ngoai phai khong a?”

“Sao co?”

C6 hdi hét stc ty nhién, nhung Oki lai mé& to méit nhuw th€ kinh ngac
1&m. Con ngwoi anh ta chuyén dong ba't dinh, 16 ra vé hoang loan.

“Em nhin thay a?”

“Khong, chuyén do...”

bén lwgt Naoko lung tung. Mac du bi€t minh chfmg viéc gi phai boi r6i
ca nhung nhin khudén mat nghiém tic cta Oki, cdi cam gidc trong ngyc don
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dap khong o nguyén nhan t61 qua lai ap dén.

“To1 qua em c6 nghe thdy ti€ng dong luc anh ve.”

Cudi cung cd chi néi dwoce ¢ thé,

“Vay a...”

Oki trd 101, nhung bi€u cdm nhw nin théd ctia anh ta vin khong hé thay
doi. Naoko cii dau nhin xuéng vé nhw bi ap dao.

“Vi khong ngt dwore &y ma.” Cudi cung anh ta cling geong gao noi.
“Giwra dém anh da ra ngoai di dao mdt chuit.”

“Vay a.” Naoko dép.

Cam gidc khong thodi mai van bao trim. Oki 14y d'0 rira mit cia minh,
néi “Anh di trede diy.” roi di vé phia hanh lang nhw th€ dang chay tron.
Bong anh ta vira khud't, Makoto 1ién ti€n lai gan Naoko.

“Pang ngo nhi?”

“I\J’, dang ngo that.”

“Chéc chén c6 gi d6.”

Naoko gét dau, nhin chi€c chiu rira mat day ap nwdc néng anh ta bo lai.

Thuc don cho bira sdng nay cé trirng khud'y, thit x6ng khéi, salad rau xanh,
xtdp bi ngd, banh stng bd, nwdc cam va ca phé. An sang ciing hai ngudi cé
vo’ chong Bac si va Kamijo. Hinh nhe Enami va Oki da an xong va di ra
ngoai. Takase thinh thoang xua't hién, ti€p thém banh swrng bo va ca phé.

“Td1 qua cac chdu c6 nga dwoc khong?”

Tw ban bén canh, Phu nhin héi thim. Khudén mat khi chwa trang di€m
ctia ba mang mot cam giac gian di nhw bao ba l1ao binh thwong khac.

“Chéu ngu ngon a.”

Makoto tra 1oi. Naoko im ldng. Béac si xé mdt mau banh swng bo, vira
dwa 1én miéng vura to ra kham phuc.

“That t6t nhi, c6 th€ ngd dwoc trong can phong d6. Qua nhién 1a ngwoi
tré tuoi.”

Co hdi hoi chuyén day roi, Naoko nghi. Lién quan dén vy dn cua anh



trai, c6 c¢6 rat nhiéu diéu muon hdi khich quen cua nha khéach nay, nhung
néu dwong dot hoi thi ra't dé bj nghi ngo'.

“Khi xay ra vy ty sat ndm ngodi, Béc si da lam gi thé"a?”

C6 cd ging hodi bing giong tw nhién nha't nhw the chi dang tdn chuyén
chit thoi nhwng Am diéu van hoi cao, cling may 1a khong dén ndi qud thiéu
tw nhién. Bac sT nhom nhoam nhai r6i git dau, cu6ng hong khé chuyén
dong khi 6ng nudt mi€ng banh xudong.

“Ciing khong 1am dwoc gi ca, chi hd tre mot chiit trong qud trinh khdm
nghiém phép y thoi. O nhirng no'i nhw thé nay, may ciu trong to di€u tra s€
biét on 14m né&u thinh thodng trong dam khdch tro c6 mot ngudi 1a béac si.”

“Ngau 1im day.” Kamijo ngdi bén tréu choc. “Nhu trong may bd phim
hinh sy ay.”

“Piing 12 the’ ma. Ong &y da chi dao cho bén hinh sy c4n phai 1am gi.”
Phu nhén noi.

“Khong phai chi dao. Chi 1a néi chuyén vé k&t qua kham nghiém thoi.”

“Vay ty sat 1a phan doan cta Bac si a?”

Mot cau hdi ra't hay, Naoko nhin sang Makoto ¢ bén canh, tham nghi.

Béc si nhiin mit nhw th€ vira udng nham mot cdc nwde ding, lic dau
quay quay.

“Khong phai. Thanh that ma néi thi d6 chi 1a mot y ki€n khach quan
thoi. Bén canh xdc chét, thudc ddc van con d6, rd rang ciu &y di udng vao
va chét. Chi c6 th€ biét d&n vay. Khong cé chirng ctr nao d€ xac dinh 1a cau
ay t udng hay bi ngwoi khac cho udng, hay 1a cau &y nham thu6c doc voi
mot loai thudc nao dé6 ma udng phai. Ngwoi chét thi khong the néi hay lam
dwore gi nira, nhirng thir xung quanh cau &y chi ¢6 vay thoi.”

“That tho mong.”

Kamijo nang c6c ca phé Ién. Naoko li€c vé phia anh ta mt cai roi lam
nhw th€ khdong quan tim, quay tré lai phia Bac si.

“N6i vay k€t ludn ty sét l1a cia phia canh sat ding khong a?”

“Pwong nhién r'oi. Nhung t6i cling c6 néu ra y ki€n cd nhan ctia minh,
ring kha ning chét do tai nan hay bj ngwdi khac giét 1a rat thap. That khé
ma nghi la ciu &Yy lai ¢6 th€ nham ddc dwoe thanh thudc roi udng vao,
cang khong th€ nghi trong s& ching tdi ¢c6 mot ké dién di gi€t ngwoi minh



m&i gap Tan dau.”

“Nghe nhr mét di€u mong mai thi ding hon 1a y ki€n nhi?”

Hinh nhw Béc si da qua quen v&i cach néi chuyén cia Kamijo nén 6ng
khong c6 vé gi la ty ai.

“Mong mdi chix. C6 th€ goi 1a tin twdng cling dwoc. Nhwng ding nhw
cAu ndi, canh sit khong dé dai t&i mirc ghi vao s& diéu tra ctia minh mong
mdi cua ching ta dau. Két luan cua canh sat dwore dwa ra dya trén tinh trang
cta hién treong khi d6 va thdng tin t nhirng tai liéu cé lién quan dén
ngwoi da chét. Tinh trang t6i mudn néi & day chinh la can phong khéa kin
khi d6 nhé...”

“Ctra dwore khoa kin ti bén trong day.”

Duwong nhue cam thdy cir d€ chdng minh néi vdy thoi thi khong da
thuy€t phuc nén Phu nhéan véi vang chen vao. “Hon nwa, chia khéa dw
phong khong phai thir muén dung l1a ding dwgc ddu. Néu ciu &y bi giét,
thi c¢6 nghia la giét nguoi trong phong kin daYy.”

MAit ba sang ro nhw th€ dang k& mot chuyén ra't dang tw hao. Chi cho ba
noéi xong, Bac si ngay 14p tirc ti€p loi.

“Canh sat cling da hdi nhirng nguoi ¢6 lién quan rd't nhiéu diéu va rat
nhiéu T4n, th& nhwng cudi ciing van chi ¢6 th€ nhin dinh ngwdi khéa cira
chinh la nguoi da chét. Trong s6 nhirng thong tin lién quan dén ciu Ay,
khong th€ bd qua viéc cau &y ¢ chit van dé€ vEé tdm than. Vi vay ¢6 the néi
la ¢6 dong co d€ ty sat. Trén cwong vi clia canh sat, chealng phaéi do cling 1a
mot két luén c6 can cr r'oi hay sao?”

“Theo Bac si nhan dinh thi thé ' nao a?”

Do cdng thglng, Naoko dot nhién néi to hin 1én. Nhan ra diéu d6, co 1ién
diéu chinh cho giong minh nhé lai.

“No6i cach khac, nguoi d6 ¢6 vé gi 1a bi r6i loan tim than khong a?”

Chéc vi cdch néi clia ¢d nghe ¢6 vé budn cuwdi, nén cudi cling Béc si
cling 187y lai dwgc bi€u cam 6n hoa thuong 1€.

“Duwdi con méit clia mot bac si thi tdi thady cdu &y hoan toan binh
thwong. Khi nghe diéu d6 tw canh sat, toi thye sy da ra't ngac nhién day.
Toi1 thdy ciu Ay chaalng cé vé gi la bi r61 loan tAm théan ca.”

“Toi1 cling thdy vay.” Phu nhan noéi. “Cau &y la mot thanh nién t6t. Cau



dy con choi bai vai t6i nira, mac du choi khdng gidi.”

“Nguoi dong tinh véi gid thi€t roi loan tAm thAn qua nhién chi ¢ mdi
céu Oki thoi. T6i cling d6ng y v&i Phu nhén, ciu &y 1a mét thanh nién t6t.”

Kamijo néi vu vor, khong hé€ c6 ham y sau xa gi nhung chuyén nay lai
khién Naoko d€ tam.

“Anh Oki khing khiing cho rang ngudi d6 bi rdi loan tim than a?”

“Ciling khong d&n mirc 1a khang khing. Cau thanh nién dé l1a ngwoi hoc
rong hi€u nhiéu, (Tﬁ}l 6c¢ lai sic bén nén moi ngu’(S:i ra't kham phuc. B6i véi
mot tay vai u thit bap nhw OKki thi diéu dé that chang c6 gi thud vi. Vi ciu ta
thudc tip cwe ky thich the hién ban than ma. Bing viéc dong y v&i gia thiét
rdi loan tdm thén, toi tha'y Oki da dat dworc muc dich ha bé hinh anh cua
ngwoi d6.”

Ra vay, Naoko nghi. Viéc Oki néi ra nhirng 1o nhw th€” khong phaéi 1a
b&i anh ta ¢6 muc dich nao dé khac a? Vi Naoko chim vao im ling nén
Makoto 1én ti€ng nhw the mudn két thic chuyén nay tai day.

“I\J’m, d6i v&oi mot noi d€ du lich thi chuyén xdy ra nhw thé qua la nhiéu
nhi. Néu la chuyén vui thi con dwgec.”

“Puing th&”.” Phu nhin hip n6't chd xtp con lai.

Naoko 4y ndy, chic chin stp ctia ba dd ngudi 1dm rdi. Th& nhung sau
khi an xdp mot cach rat ngon lanh, Phu nhan lién 1€n ti€ng hoi.

“Nhan tién, ngay hom nay moi ngwoi c6 k& hoach di dau khong? Néu
mudn gidn chan tay mot chut thi ¢6 the' di trwgt tuyét.”

Makoto van chwa quyét dinh. Kamijo im ling udng ca phé roi l1am b
nhw cho't nh ra, anh ta néi.

“Nhic m&i nhé, 87 qua Oki hing héi 1dm d4’y, con néi hdm nay dinh
hwdng din cho hai ngwdi. Cau ta ding nhw vé bé ngoai, r't nhiét tinh.”

“Qua thyc qua nhiét tinh.” Ping bén Naoko, Makoto nhiin vai.

“Moi nguoi thi dinh 1am gi a?” Naoko dinh hdi vgr chong Bac si nhwng
nguwoi tra 1o lai 1a Kamijo.

“Trwdec tién phai lam van co’ quyét dinh da.”

“Choi co'?”

“P¢ phan thing bai v&i Bic si dd’y. Van chwrra quyét djnh ma.”



Naoko ngac nhién nhin B4c si.

“Thé& van co tdi qua cudi cling thé nao a?”

Bic si nhim mot bén mét c¢6 phan dudi hoi cup.

“Van d6 chi don thuan la choi vui thoi.”

“M¢&i thing c6 mdt van thi chwa the dirng dworc.” Kamijo ci't giong ngdn
ngam. “Con phai thing mudi chin véan nira.”

Sau bira sang, hai nguoi di dao 1ong vong quanh khu nha. Tt mat tred'c nha
khach huéng vé phia khu rirng, nhitng con dwong tin bd ngoan ngoeo ndi
ti€p nhau. C6 1€ t61 qua tuy€t lai roi, mat dwong pha thém mot 1op tuyét
mdi day chirng mwdi centimet. Moi I4n d6i Gng di tuyét gidm xudng, Am
thanh rao rao lai vang 1én. Phia trwedc hai ngwoi khong ¢6 da'u chin nao, ¢
vé day khong phai la dia dieém Enami va Oki da gap nhau.

“Cau thay sao?”

Vwra dap 1én 16p tuy€t phia tred'c, Makoto vira hoi.

“Tha’y sao la sao?”

Bi Naoko héi lai, Makoto dwa tay 1én dau, vé mat nhw the kho ndi.

“Chuyén anh trai cau ay. Theo loi cia may ngwoi ban ndy thi anh trai
cau khong c6 vé gi l1a bi bénh ca.”

“Thi th&".”

Naoko van gitr nguyén tw th& thoc hai tay vao tdi 4o, im ling budc tiép
mot h'6i 1au. Thinh thodng, dong suy tw bj gidn doan b&i cdm gidc gidm vor
nhirng mang tuy€t dwdi chan.

“Té cling mudn tin vao &n twong d6. N&u anh &y khong tu sat, thi tic la
suy luédn cta ching ta da chinh xdc. Hon ntra cho dén lic chét con bi nghi
ngo 1a r6i loan tAm thiéan thi that toi nghiép.”

Makoto khong n6i gi. Mot luc lau sau, ¢6 thi thdm nhw dang doc thoai,
“T& hi€u.”

“Co ma... t& thic mic chuyén cta Oki &y. TG cr nghi mai viéc chi c6
minh anh ta néi anh trai t& bi r&i loan tim than. N6i ra nhirng 101 nhw thé
chaalng phai khién cho gia thi€t ty sat dwoe cung cd hon sao?”

“Y c4u mudn néi chinh anh ta da gi€t Koichi?”



“Té khong dam khiang dinh... nhung con nguwdi d6 ro rang 1a ra't kha
nghi. C4 chuyén t§i qua nita. Cau khong thay gitra dém hdm khuya kho#t
tw dung lai di dao la rad't ky quéc sao? Hon nira, t& da nghi sudt t nay toi
gior, Oki quay tréd lai phong ngay ldc t& vira chui vao trong chan ding
khong? C6 nghia lic t& tron sau quay 1€ tan, cdi nguoi di vao tr cira sau
phai 12 mét ngwoi khac chie khong phai anh ta. Tie 1a...”

“Tuc 1a Oki khong chi ¢6 mét minh, ding khong?”

“Céau drng ¢6 néi cdi ki€u tinh bo' nhw the”.” Naoko td vé hon doi.

Con dwong tan bd song song véoi dwong cho xe chay kéo dai tr mat tién
nha khach, chi ¢an di bd ching hai tram mét 1a c¢6 th€ thd’y dwong chinh.
Goi la dwong chinh nhwng cling khéng hé to, cang di vé phia trén s€ cang
hep dén r'6i ndi thong voi dwong ndi. Pi vE phia dudi cling chi kéo dai toi
mot nha ga trong nhw chudng ngwa nhd. Hai ngwoi di vao dwong chinh
dworc mot doan thi quy€t dinh quay lai. Du cé di thém nwra canh vt cling
chi hét nhw vay ma thoi.

Anh ban mai ddm xuyén qua ké& tr&ng ctia khu rirng, chi€u roi nhitng ciy
bach dwong va khodng tuyét tring. Tiéng lfu lo ctia nhitng chid chim nhd
nghe nhw ti€ng ai dang huyt sdo, cr vang Vaalng khi gan khi xa. Quay lai
dwoc nita deong thi hai ngwoi bit gip chiéc wagon Takase dang cam 14i.
Cau can than cho xe dwng lai, m& kinh ctra s0.

“To6i di don khach.” Takase néi. “C6 bon nguoi. Nhu vay la toan bd
phong ctia nha khdch da kin chd.”

“Ho 1a nhirng ngwoi nhw thé nao vay?” Makoto hoi.

“C6 mot cip v chdng, ho s& & phong Chi ngdng va Ong ldo chan dai.
Hai nguoi con lai 1a hai thanh nién. Dan treot tuyét da’y.”

“Ho & phong nao?”

“Phong Hanh trinh m&i.”

N6i r'oi Takase lai nhan ga. Chi€c wagon trong cuc mich nhwng chay ra't
virng vang trén con dwong tuyét.

Sau khi ra khoéi con dwong tin bd, gidng nhr hdm trwdc, Naoko va
Makoto lai di vong ra phia sau nha khdch. Chd nay van con lwu lai may
d&u chan cua ai d6. Th& nhwng ca hai khong ai néu cam twong gi. Cay cau
d4 hong van swng sttng & d6, khong c6 gi thay d6i. Naoko nhin ciy ciu bj
gay @ gitra, trong nhw th€ hai me con nha rong khong 1'6 dang chau dau va



noi chuyén gi d6 bi mat. Pung la gidng hét.

“HOm qua ching ta da khong d€'y thay nhi.”

Makoto dang nhin vé huwdng Pdng néi. Naoko to mo quay dau lai.

“C6 mot ngon nidi gan nhw thé nay & ngay bén.”

“Qua la vay.”

O phia Pong c¢6 hai ngon nidi nidm song song v&i nhau. Ca hai déu
khong qua cao, hinh ddng ciling twa twa. Mat troi hién ra & vi tri gan nhw
chinh gitra hai ngon ndi aYy.

“Trong nhw leng cia con lac da ay.”

Makoto phdt bi€u cadm twdng, Naoko ciing dong tinh. Naoko dirng trén
moém véach d4, rut r& nhin xudng ddy vuc. Trong ning som, béng clia ciy
cau déd in xudng ddy vuc, phan dau cia me con nha rong chum lai gan
nhau hom mot chidt. Chi cén ti€n thém modt budc ntra thoi 1a toan thian sé€
run lay bay nén Naoko lui lai. C6 s¢r d0 cao. Vwra cao vira lanh ¢d cang sor
hon. Makoto ng'di x0m trén cau, nhin xu6ng phia dwdi. Khi Naoko tién lai,
cd 1ién chi tay xud6ng mat dudi cua ciy cau.

“Cai nay la gi nhi?”

Tw sau lung Makoto, Naoko ciling thi nhin xudéng. C6 mot vat to va day
bang gd dworc gidu & bén dwdi. Makoto cah trong viron nguwdi ra tim 14y
thit @6 ro6i bat dau kéo lai phia minh. Nhin c6 phai d6n sitc vao d€ kéo 1a
biét vat d6 khd ndng. D6 1a mot khiic gb hinh chi* nhit dai ching hai mét.
N6i 1a hinh chr nhat nhirng chi day tdm nam centimet, rdng nhtrng bon
muoi centimet nén ¢6 th€ goi 1a mdt tdAm van cling dwore. Naoko khong
chic vat nay c6 phai 1am tir gd that khong, nhung ¢ th€ chic chin né con
khd m&i.

“Khong bi€t vat nay dung d€’ lam gi nhi?”

Makoto diing ném tay phai gé nhe 1én mi€ng g5. Am thanh phét ra kho
khdc.

“Co 1€ 1a vat liéu lam d6 noi that hay gia dung. May d6 tha cong thé&
nay & nha khach ra't nhi€u ding khong?”

Nghe Naoko néi, Makoto git dau 1am bam, “Co 1€ vay.” roi diy tAm gd
trd lai chd cii phia dwdi ciy ciu.

Khi ho quay tré lai nha khéach, qua nhién Bac si van dang choi cor voi



Kamijo & quiy 18 tin. Khong thi’y béng ddng Phu nhan dau. Ong chii dang
doc bdo phia trwdc 10 swdi, ca't giong chao, “Cac ¢6 da vé day a?”

bi qua hanh lang lanh 180, hai nguoi ti€n vé phong. Ping trede cira
phong, Makoto bdm moi roi n6i.

“Thit qua dang kia mot chiit di. Chiing ta chwa t&i d6 T4n ndo.”

Hai ngwoi m&i chi vao phong Ciu London va Me Ngdong Gia. Nhirng
can phong khac ho chi bi€t dé€n trén ban so' 6 khu nha khéach. Vay nén
Naoko tan thanh ngay.

Phong dau tién cua day hanh lang ¢6 tén Hanh trinh m&i. Lién k€ can
phong d6 1a phong Thanh Paul ma Oki dang &. Ti€p theo la phong Humpty
Dumpty ctia bon Naoko. Tiép nira 12 phong Chd ngdng va Ong ldo chin
dai, trén tA'm thé treo tredc ctra @€ dong chir GOOSEY AND OLD FATHER LONG-
LEGS. Pay la can phong c6 cdu tric hai tdng gidng v&i phong Cau London
va Me Ngdng Gia. Piéu nay Naoko va Makoto ciing biét 6.

D61 dién véi phong Chid ngdng 1a Mill, phong ctia Kamijo.

_“Khi gi6 thoi cdi xay sé quay. Khi gi6 lang cdi xay sé€ dung._ Kamijo
da n6i thé nhi.”

Chot nhé ra, Naoko Ién tiéng. Qud nhién 1a mot bai hat dé thudc.

“Bai hat n6i 1én mot diéu kha hi€n nhién nhi?”

“P¢ chic chin ciing 12 mot dic trung ctia ddng dao Me Ngbng day.”

Hai ngwoi di qua phong Mill. Phia bén trai hanh lang ¢c6 mot 167 ré. Phia
trede d6, noi cach khac 1a do6i dién voi phong Mill ¢c6 mdt khoang trong
rong chirng bon mét vudng. Noi &y diat mot chi€c ban tron den béng trong
c6 vé kha c0. Trén twong treo mot bire tranh son dau theo treong phdi triru
twong, trieu twong dén ndi trong nhw the hoa s chi trat by mau vé 1én thoi
vay.

“Naoko, cdi nay...”

Pang nhin vao gid sach dat & sat twong, Makoto cat ti€ng goi. Nghe
tie€ng Makoto, Naoko ti€n lai. Makoto dang cam trén tay vat gi do trong
nhu con ki gd trong trd bowling. Nhin ky thi d6 1a mot birc twong g6, do
16n diing bang chai Coca mot lit.

“La tweong Dirc me Maria day.”

“Ha?”



Dréu doé c6 y nghia gi? PBot nhién c6 gi d6 vang lén trong dau Naoko.

Me Maria... vé nha khi nao?

Ta'm buwu thi€p cua anh trai...

“Pua t& xem.”

Naoko cdm vt d6 trén tay. Birc tweong nang nhw th€ cha't chira ca nhirng
nejlm thang né da trdi qua. Twong Pirc me dworc cham khéc nh\u’ th€ phu kin
bang mot tAm vai twr trén ddu xudng. Naoko 6m birc twgng bang ca hai tay
nhr 6m em bé.

“La Pirc me Maria nhi, chic chén 12 vay.”

“Ptrc me¢ Maria xudt hién trong tA'm buwu thi€p ctia anh Koichi c¢6 1€ 1a
day chang?”

Naoko nhin k¥ birc twegng Pirc me Maria d6 mot Tan niva. MOt cam gidc
diu dang dang 1én. N&u day la tac pham ctia mot tay nghiép dw, thi ngwoi
d6 qua thyce ra't c6 khi€u, Naoko nghi. Th& nhwng c6 cam tha’y c¢6 gi d6 hoi
ky la & birc twgng nay. Néu the dem so sanh v&i ba't cir biec twong Pirc me
Maria nao khac trén thé gidi, déu s€ thad'y ¢c6 mot di€m vo cling la lung.

Naoko noi.

“Maria nay... c6 stng.”

“Ha, khong thé nao.”

C6 1€ viéc ghép mot thir nhw sing 1én Maria 1a qué ddi khac thwong nén
Makoto da khong nhén ra. Naoko gio’ birc twong vé phia cd ay.

“Cau xem chd trdn ndy, c6 nhd 1én mot chit ding khong? Céi nay 1a
strng nhi?”

“That la... Chwa ting nghe Pirc me Maria c6 strng bao gio...”

Makoto néi dé€n day thi ngwng bét, cé 1€ b&i ban than c¢d ciing khong the
giai thich rd6 rang vé phan nho 1én cua birc twong. CO6 nghiéng dau, ngén
tay xoa xoa phan nho Ién Y.

“Té cling khong hiéu 18m, chic khong phai 13 d€ trang tri dau nhi? Du
thé& nao thi c6 swng cling ky la that day.”

“U’, dting 13 the’. Nhung ma...”

Naoko thu birc twong Pirc me Maria vé. Trén tran birc twong ¢6 mot
phén to co hat gao nho 1én. C6 ki€u trang tri nhw thé nay sao? Nhung ngoai



d€ trang tri ra thi hai ngudi chang thé nghi ra ddp 4n nao hop 1y hon.

“Khé hiéu that daYy...”

Naoko vtra thi thAm vira dit biec twong tré lai gid sach.

Ré trdi vao hanh lang s& thd'y phong cudi cung. Trén cdnh ctta bing gb
mau niu sim co treo tAm thé ghi JACK AND JILL.

“La phong Jack va Jill a?7”

“Pay la phong ctia Enami nhi?”

Khong bi€t Makoto da diéu tra dwoge diéu nay tw khi nao.

Lic Takase don khach méi vé, Naoko va Makoto da quay lai phong va
dang xem lai so* @0 nha khach. Hai nguoi xac nhan sor @6 ma ciu &y vé cho
hoan toan chinh xdc, dang tAm tic khen thi nghe ngoai quay I& tin c6 tiéng
néi chuyén 6n ao. Sau d6 chung mwoi phit, giong Takase vang 1én cuing
ti€ng go cua.

“C¢ ai trong phong khong?”

Makoto dirng 1én m& cira.

“T61 nay ching t6i s€ t0 chirc mot bira tiéc nho nhd, n€u dwgrc, moi hai
ngwoi cung tham gia cho vui.”

Takase vira néi vira nheo nheo mét nhin hai nguwdi nhw bi chéi. “Vi tat
ca cac vi khach quen da tu hdi ddong da, nén ching t6i lam mdt bira nhw 1€
thwong. V&i lai ngay mai anh Oki phai di sém, n€u khong t6 chirc vao td'i
nay thi khong con co’ hoi nwra.”

“Oki 47" Naoko hoi lai. “T6i dau nghe anh &y néi vay.”

“Anh &Yy bdao la c6 chut viéc dot xuat.”

C6 vé nhw k& hoach cua Oki thay doi cting khi€n Takase kha vat va.

Sau khi nhéan 1o tham dy bwra tiéc, hai nguoi ngd y nho Takase chd dén
khu tregt tuyét & gan d6. b€ lam an long b6" me & Tokyo, hai nguoi quyét
dinh s€ chup mot tA'm anh dang ding gitra san trwo't tuyét giri vE.

Du¢i ddy 1a ciu chuyén dién ra trong chi€c xe wagon dang trén dwong
dén khu trwot tuyet.

“Céc co da thu hoach dvoc gi chwa?”



Vin nim chic vo ling, mit nhin vé phia trudc, Takase hdi. Cau hoi cia
cu ta ct nhw cham ding chd dau cia hai ngwoi vy, Naoko nghi. Vi dang
ng'6i gh€ sau nén c6 khong thad’y dwoc bieu cadm cuia cau.

“Um.” Makoto tra 151 “Chung t6i da nghe ra't nhiéu chuyén, nhung toi
ldc nay thi van chua thé€ biét dau 1a thong tin ddng d€ coi 1a thu hoach. C6
1€ toan 1a nhirng thong tin v6 gid tri cling nén.”

“Céc co da biet dwoc gi vé cau than chd Me Ngdng r'6i?”

C6 18 t&i qua ty nhién bj bit v& sor @6 nha khdch nén ciu 4Yy ciing hoi
quan tam.

“Chwa, vAn mu tjt.”

“Vay a?”

Trong cau ndi cda cau dwong nhw 4m vang suy nghi “Qua nhién 1a vay.”
Khong bi€t chang trai c6 vé ngoai thuan phac nay thady gi ¢ hai ¢6 sinh vién
khong thda man vé mot vu ty sat da xay ra trong qua khir nén da vao vai
tham t& r'oi di loanh quanh do hoi nhi? Nhung r6i Naoko quy€t dinh khong
nghi dé€n chuyén da’y ntra.

“Takase nay, cAu 1am & nha khach Me Ngdng nay dwoc may nim roi?”

Swc nhé ra, Naoko thir hoi. Takase suy nghi mot ldc r'oi tra 1oi.

“Hai nam a.”

Quang ngung d6 ¢6 1€ 1a thoi gian ciu &y nham tinh lai, Naoko tham
nghi.

“Cau song trong nha khéach sudt a?”

“Um, da phian 12 vay.”

“Pa phan? C6 nghia la...”

“Thinh thoang t6i cling di Shizuoka ntra. Me t6i lam cdng viéc nau an
tai k/}’f tic xa cua mdt treong dai hoc & d6. N6i vay nhwng t6i hi€m khi toi
dé lam.”

“Qué ciu & dau?”

“Trwede day thi 1a Tokyo. Nhwng ngoai me ra thi toi chéng con ai than
thich hét, thé" nén c6 thé coi la khong c6 qué.”

Tw tudi cta Takase suy ra thi ¢6 th€ thdy, sau khi t6t nghiép cdp ba
dwoc khodng hai ndm 1a cAu da vao 1am viéc & nha khach Me Ngbng roi.
Chéc Takase da danh hai nim 4y d€ rong choi. Nghe Takase thodi mai k&



chuyén qud khit bang giong binh than nhw vdy, Naoko ciing bit dau cé cdi
nhin khac v€ chang trai dYy.

“Hai nam truede... la ding thoi di€m xdy ra vu tai nan roi xuéng vuc
ding khong?”

Makoto hoéi. Takase lai im ldng mot lic r'6i nho giong trd 1oi.

“Vang, dung the".”

“Luc xay ra vu viéc, cau da vao lam chwa?”

“Chua...”

Than xe cua mot vong 1én vé bén trai. Theo quan tinh, co’ the Naoko
nghiéng vé phia ctra bén phai, Makoto cling nga sang tir bén tréi.

“Xin 18i.” Takase néi. “Khi tdi bt dau lam viéc thi vu viéc ciing gan
nhw két thic r6i. Hinh nhw sau d6 hai thang thi phai...”

“Vay a...”

Naoko nhin sang Makoto. C6 &Yy c6 tat ctr hé suy nghi diéu gi do 1 sé
cin mdi dudi.

Tuyén cap treo di doc 1én mdt swon doc thoai, chi€c xe wagon dung lai
& ngay sat di€ém xudt phat. Chd 1én cép treo nim bén trdi con dwong, cd
khoang muwoi may ngwoi di trvot tuyét dang x€p hang. Phia d6i dién la
mot bai diu xe strc chira tAm vai chuc chiéc.

“Vay nhé, khoang chirng nam gio t6i s€ quay lai day dén.”

Takase n6i roi cho xe quay dau. Nhin béng chi€c xe hinh hdp chir nhat
di khua't, Makoto dworng nhir mudn néi diéu gi d6. Thé nhwng, n€u ldc nay
Naoko ¢6 hdi thi ki€u gi cd &y ciing chi tra loi “Khong, chéng cogica”

Sau khi thué€ nhirng vat dung can thié€t d€ truegt tuy€t & cra hang géan do,
hai ngwoi leo 1€n cdp treo, di t&i khu tregt tuyét. Lic ra khoi nha, Naoko
da ¢ tinh d€ bd” me nhin thd’y minh ¢ mang d6 treegt tuy€t theo. Nhung vi
ching qua c6ng kénh nén trwede khi t&i diy, c6 da bd hét lai can hd cia
Makoto.

Tw cdp treo nhin xu6ng, Naoko thd’y nhirng bong ngwoi mac d6 truot
tuy&t di mau sic dang trwot lo tho ddy d6, trong ctt nhw may vién bi ve
dang lin vay. Co bit dau trueot tuyét tir khi vao dai hoc va ngay 14p tirc bi
tro nay mé hodc. Nam nao c¢6 ciing di dé€n khu nti tuy€t nam, sdu Ian. N€u
12 binh thwong thi chic chin c6 dang ngdm cinh v&i tAm trang phoi phdi



roi.

Hai nguwoi thay phién nhau chup mdi ngwdi ba tAm canh dang triot
tuyé&t bang chiéc mdy anh bd tii Naoko mang theo, r'oéi nhd> mdt cau trai cd
vé 1a hoc sinh chuyp gidp mot tAm ca hai dang dirng tredc mot nha tro dudi
chan khu treeott tuy€t. Lic dwa trd may anh cho Naoko, cdu hoc sinh d6 dinh
néi gi do, thé nhwng khi nhin lwdt sang Makoto, cdu lai quyét dinh khong
1€n ti€ng nwra. Co 1€ cau khong xic dinh dwgoc Makoto 1a nam hay nw, néi
cach khac, cdu khéng doan dwgc Makoto ¢6 phai 1a ngwoi yéu ctia Naoko
khong. Makoto deo kinh rdm, tir voc dang cho dén chiét do treot tuyét déu
ra't gidng con trai.

Bén trong khu nghi & bai trwet tuyét cé tiém giai khat, hai nguwoi udng
bia va an nhe khoang ching moét ti€ng. Sau khi trwgt tuyét khoang hai
ti€ng, ho lai vao mot tiém khac uéng ca phé. Sau do, hai ngwoi tregt thém
chwng hai ti€ng ntra thi vira van dén gio hen.

“Cac c0 treort thda thich r'oi chr?” Takase hoi lic hai ngwoi leo vao xe.

“Cling tam tam.” Makoto tra loi.

Mot cudc hdi thoai ma cd ngudi hdi 1an ngudi tra 161 déu ching min ma
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Bira tiéc bit d4u lic sdu gio.

Cac mon s& treong cia Bép tredng da dwoe bay ddy du trén ban, ghé&
dwoc don vao sit trong tao khdng gian cho tiéc ding. Sau khi can ly bang
sam-panh, reoru vang ciing Tan legt dwgrc mo hét chai nay dén chai khac.

Pén tan lic nay Naoko va Makoto m&i Ian dau dwoe gip v chong
Shibaura. Anh ch'éng Shibaura Tokio khoang chwng 35-36 tudi, deo mot
cap kinh hoi nhd so voi gwong mat tron tria cia minh. Anh c6 vé 1a mot
ngwoi dan 6ng tot bung, cadch ndi chuyén tw ton, khiém nhwong. Chi v
Sakiko ddng ngwoii manh dé xinh dep nhung it néi. Tw d4u chi cudi chi chi
ding sau chdng, khéng c¢6 y dinh tham gia trdo chuyén, nhwng vi chi ludn
lubn mim cwoi nén khoéng khi€én ngwoi khac cdm thdy u am. Qua néi



chuyén, Naoko bi€t dwgrc ho da két hon dwgrc nam nam. Shibaura ke cong
viéc clia ho 12 budn kinh mét, hinh nhw 1 14y hang tir xwdng r'6i ban si cho
cac ctra hang nhd.

“MOot cong viéc chang ma’y loi nhuan.” Ngwdi chong vira néi vira nheo
nheo d6i mit nhd ding sau cip kinh.

Pbén nha khich ngay hom nay ngoai vo' chong Shibaura con c6 hai nhan
vién van phong tré tudi. Hai ngwoi 1am nhw vo tinh ti€n lai, thé nhung c6
doc duwoc trong mit ho v& mong ngéng gidy phiit Naoko chi c6 mot minh
sud't tir ndy d&n gior. Makoto roi di mot chit, qua néi chuyén véi Ong cha.

“Em tw Tokyo dén a?”

Bit chuyén truedre 14 ngudi thanh nién mit vudng. Ngudi dirng canh anh
ta thi nhin Naoko bang 4nh mét nhw th€ da xdc dinh dwg'c mén hang can
mua. Ngudi d6 c6 gwong mit dai, mét va 16ng may déu manh, ca doi moi
cling mong. Ca hai déu khong thudc tip Naoko thich. Co vwa cat ti€ng tra
151, hai nguoi 1ién bit dau thi nhau gidi thiéu vé ban than. Theo dé, co biét
dwoe ngwoi mat vudng ho Nakamura, con ngwoi mét dai ho Furukawa. Ca
hai déu ma&i di lam chwng hai, ba ndm nén trong cling khong c¢6 vé gidng
dan cong sé 1dm, nhung chic vi mudn the hién minh 13 miu dn dng chin
chin nén ho toan néi chuyén cong viéc. Kiéu dang 1am cho cdng ty nio,
lam cong viéc nhu thé ndo... My chuyén chan ngét, co chéng budn nho.

“Tw thoi dai hoc anh da bit dau trueot tuyét trén ndi roi day.”

Cudi cung thi Furukawa ciling 1a ngwoi doi dé tai. “Khong phai 1a treot
trong cac khu trirot tuy€t binh thwong, ma la trieot trén cdc mat nghiéng tw
nhién cua ndi, nam nao anh cling di. Khu trro't tuy€t gan day thi chi dwoc
coi la khu Shinjuku kéo dai thoi.”

Cha hon gi. Chi 1a d6i thanh mdt cau chuyén ma anh ta ti man. Loai dan
ong nay chfmg cé ai ti t& ca, Naoko da biét diéu do tw h'di con 1a hoc sinh
cip ba. Hang ngwoi mang ti€ng la gido vién nhwng lai nhdp nhem véi hoc
sinh, d&n mirc lam con bé mang thai. N6i m&i nho, khong biét gior ga gido
vién d6 th& nao roi?

“Anh Nakamura, cd anh Furukawa ntra, khdong dwgc tan tinh ngwoi nay
dau day.”

Kurumi tr ndy t&i gior ban ron chay di chay lai bé @6 an, cudi cung cling
c6 th€ thdo tap d€, tham gia vao cau chuyén.



“Viem 8y ¢6 nguoi yéu roi.”

“Hirm, ching phai la con géi sa0?”

Nakamura nhin v€ phia Makoto va nhéch moi. Naoko hi€u rd ngwoi nay
ching coi d6 1a van dé gi to tat 1dm, giong diéu anh ta ldc néi ra ti con gdi
day vé xem thwong.

“Van dé 1a sirc hap dan.”

N6i roi Kurumi quang vai Naoko kéo vé phia quay 1& tin. Khong biét
vé mat hai ngwoi Nakamura phia sau th€ nao, chi twdng twong thoi cling
thay thu vi. Kurumi thi tham vao tai Naoko.

“Em nén can than voi hai ngeoi d6.”

C6 ngdi xudng gh&’, vira pha rweou cho Naoko vwra cwoi khic khich.
“Chinh chj ciling bi bon ho tan tinh ma’y I4n roi daYy.”

“Chi Kurumi ¢6 nguoi yéu chwa a?”

“Néu c6 mot ngwoi nhwe Makoto thi tdt, voi diéu kién 1a con trai.”

Naoko bét cwori.

Tha’y ¢ va Kurumi ng'di & quay 1€ tn, Man nay 1a Oki tién lai.

“M3aYy tén tré tuoi lau ca dang ghét nhi?”

D6 1a cAu dAu tién anh ta néi, chic am chi Nakamura va Furukawa. N6i
roi anh ta lam mat than nhi€n ng'6éi xudng canh Naoko.

“Séng sé:m mai anh phai vé roi. Gap dworc em that vui, nhung vi cong
viéc nén chang con cich nao khdc. Phan tdi t& vat va 1dm.”

“Anh vé can than nhé.” Kurumi mang cho anh ta mét c6¢c regu pha.

“Cam on.” Anh ta trd 1o1.

Rudt gan Naoko néng nhw Iira dot. Hién tai Oki la d61 twong dang nghi
nhd't, n€u anh ta cwr the€ roi di thi chang phdi cong sire d€n tan day cua hai
ngwoi déu do sdong do bién sao? Nhwng cd chang ¢6 1y do gi d€' niu kéo anh
ta & lai, cling chwa c6 bién phap gi c6 the 1am 16 tring den. Khong rd Oki
da ly giai vé tram tw ctia Naoko nhw thé nao, anh ta ghé tai co thi tham.

“Lat ntra em cho anh dia chi lién lac dwoc khong? Bi€t dau ching ta c6
the’ gap lai & Tokyo.”

Naoko nhin mat anh ta. Binh thwong thi ¢6 nha't dinh s€ 1o di, nhung d€
khong mat dau mdi lién lac, c6 danh gt dau. Anh ta nhoén miéng vé vo
cung thda man.



“Vay anh di gidi regru mot chiit r'oi quay lai.”
Oki xudng khodi gh& roi tién vEé phia 161 ra, bwdc chan cé vé hoi lao dao.
Kurumi ng6i bén canh thi thao, “Viéc d6 cung tuyét doi khong dwoc.”

Tw khodng hon chin gio tré di, bira tiéc tre thanh dai hoi tro choi. Nhw
thwong 1€, Bac si va Kamijo choi van co’ quy€t chi€n Ian thir khong biét
bao nhiéu. Phu nhan va Kurumi choi backgammon. Hoi choi poker c6 BE€p
tredng, Ong chu, hai v¢r chdng Shibaura, Takase, ngoai ra con c6 ca Enami
ntra, that 1a hi€m thay. Naoko vira udng bia v&i Makoto vira xem danh
backgammon. Nakamura va Furukawa phai chuan bi d6 cho ngay mai nén
da vé phong tw so'm.

“Chi€u.”

Giong Kamijo nhe nhw chi 1a mot ti&€ng hing giong. O phia bén ban choi
poker, Bép tredng mim moi d€ khong bat cuwoi.

“That 1a mong mot Tan dwoe nghe giong Béc si vui vé ndi chi€u twdng
lam sao.”

Béc si cudi dau a dét.

“Chiéu twdng ciing dau c6 nghia 1a da thing. To6i theo chil nghia danh
niém vui ¢ phén sau co.”

“Nhung khong chi€u twdng thi cling 1am sao chi€u hét dworc.”

“Vay nén chi ¢an chi€u twdng mdt Tan la da. D€ c¢6 mdt Tan Ay, téi dang
nghi xem phai di nhw thé nao day. Cau c6 thoi gian ranh ma di quan tim
dén chuyén ctia ngwoi khac sao? Tw ndy tdi gio toi thd’y dam phinh cda ciu
mot dong cung khong tang dau day.”

“Pung la khong tang, nhwng ciing khong giam. Néu so voi s6 quan co
cuia Bac si thi phai n6i 1a kha budn long day.”

“Cau ndi gi chir. La do cdu Kamijo nay choi chgng c6 bai ban gi nén toi
hoi ling ting mot chit thdi. Chi choi ki€u binh thwong nhw cdu Oki thi da
dé xtr 1y.”

“Céau aYy la tay mo thoi.”

N6i dut loi, BEp tredng ha bai.

“Bd.”



Phu nhan vira choi backgammon vira 18ng nghe nhitng ciu ddi ddp nay
gio v&i vé rat vui. Co 1€ duge tréu dda 1An nhau nhw thé cling 1a mot diéu
mang dén ni€m vui cho B4c si, Naoko nghi.

“N6i m&i nho, khéng biét cdu Oki thé nao r'oi nhi? Vwa ndy bao ra
ngoai mdt chut khong bi€t da vé chwa?”

Pang ¢im bai trén tay, Ong chii chot dirng lai, nhin khip moi ngudi nhw
the mudn nghe y ki€n.

“Cling muon r'oi day.” Takase li€c nhin chi€c dong h'd cic cu voi vé lo
lang. “Chdc chin 12 anh &y chwa vé. Em ng6i diy ndy gio ma.”

Chd Takase dang ngdi gan ngay voi 107 ra vao. N&u tr ngoai di vao
chic chin phai di ngang sanh chd, hay néi cach khéc 14 phai di ngang qua
Takase thi m&i vé phong dworc.

“Té that.” Ong chi dit bai xudng. “Chéc lai say khudt & dau roi.”

“Cau ta tiru lworng cao 18m.”

Bép trwdng néi vdy, nhung nét lo 1ing trén gwong mit Ong chi khong
hé thay doi.

“Chinh th&¢ m&i dang s ddy. Rwou 1a ké thu ma chidng ta lo 1a nhat.
Takase, ciu cung t61 di tim xem sao.”

“Vang.”

N6i xong Takase cling dit bai xudng, voi vang dieng 1én. B&€p tredng ¢6
vé bd1 r6 vi cudc choi ty nhién thi€u ma't hai nguoi.

“T6i nghi 1a khong sao dau. Khéo cdu a4y dang trén dwong quay veé roi
cling nén.”

“Khong on thi phién to day.”

Ong cha va Takase khodc 4o rét vao roi di ra ngoai. Nhin béng hai
ngwoi di khud't, Shibaura méi rut ré 1én ti€ng.

“Um... Cau Oki ra ngoai 1am gi th&?”

“Anh &y bdo di gidi rworu mot chit...” Kurumi nhé lai r'6i trd 101 nhw
vay.

“Vay a... Béang lo that daYy.”

“Vi la dém cud1i, s cdu ay lai qué chén thoi.”

Enami néi bang giong binh than. Ciu néi cia mdt ngwdi von kiém 1oi
cé stre thuyét phuc dén la ky, moi nguwoi ai nd'y déu gt dau.



Khoang ba muwoi phit trdi qua k& tr khi Ong cha va Takase ra ngoai,
moi ngwdi bdng im ling hin. C4 Am thanh trdo bai 13n giong Kamijo thong
bdo chi€u twdng ciing khong con. Ai nd’y déu im ling ng'di d6, méit nhin
chim cham vao chiéc dong h'd cic cu.

Phan (ng dAu tién ctia moi ngwdi khi nghe tiéng ctra md 1a thic méc
khong biét ai. Lic Ong chéi minh veong diy tuyét bwdc vio, tit ca khong
hen ma nhat loat dirng 1én.

“Tim thdy chwa?”

Nguwoi ddu tién l1én ti€ng 1a Bac si. C6 1€ vi tha'y ngwoi hdi 1a Bac sinén
khong th& khong tra 161, Ong cha ngdng d4u 1én, moéi map mdy nhu mudn
néi diéu gi dé6 nhung cudi cung lai thdi. Hoac ¢ 1€ 1a vi anh khong the néi
nén 1¢i. Khudn mit tdi xanh, chi ¢6 doi médt van tia méau, anh nhin moi
ngrdi mot lwot. Sau d6, anh hudng vé quay 1€ tin, mit nhin dim dim vé
phia tred’c. Anh ¢cAm Ong nghe dién thoai 1én, quay s&" ba Idn. Hanh dong
d6 khién moi nguoi cuc ky cing thang Ong chi bt dau ca't giong trén
dién thoai gan nhw ciing ldc Takase bwdc vao sanh. Moi ngwoi nhin Takase,
sau d6 ta't ca sy tap trung lai tu vé phia giong néi caa Ong chi.

Ong chi bit dau néi. Mic dit m6 hoi khong hé tda ra nhung chiéc khin
mit d3 wét dAm. Anh c& ging binh tinh d€ ¢ the truyén tdi dwoce ro rang sy
viéc tred’c mit moi ngwoi.

“Alo, vang, canh sit phai khong a? Toi goi tir nha khach Me Ngdng.
Véng... & 167 vao ctia con dwong d6... Tai nan, tai nan da xay ra... C6
ngwoi roi xudng vyce... Ngwoi bi nan ¢6 mot ngwoi... Vang... vang. Pung
vay. T6i nghi la da chét ro6i.”



cAY CAU DA HONG
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Troi t6i den nhw muyece, lai con c¢é tuyét roi. Khoang hon hai mwoi phit sau
khi éng cha goi di€n, chi€c xe canh sat tuadn tra dau tién xuat hi€n. Moi
ngwoi déu cé the nghe thdy ti€ng coi xe ctru thwong theo ngay sau d6. Mot
vai phit sau, c6 thém ma’y chi€c xe canh sit tuan tra nira t&i ddu kin bai do
xe cua nha khach.

Nhuw th€ bi bd quén, Naoko va ta't ca cac khach tro khac déu phai doi &
sanh. Qua ctra s0, ho c6 th€ nhin thdy dnh sang nhap nhdy ctia nhirng chi€c
den xoay, cung bong dang ra't nhiéu nguoi dan 6ng cao 1¢n dang hdi ha di
chuyén xung quanh nha khach. Th& nhung chaamg ai biét diéu gi dang dién
ra bén ngoal hay nhirng ngwoi &y dang tri€n khai cong viéc gi. Moi nguoi
gan nhw chang ndm dwore chi tiét gi vé vu tai nan. Hai ngudi biét ro nhat 1a
Ong chii va Takase thi phai ra ngoai hd tro canh sit diéu tra roi. Hinh nhw
bi ti€ng 6n ao bén ngoai danh thirc, cudi cung Nakamura va Furukawa
cing tinh d4y. Ca hai xuat hién v&i bd dang van con mic nguyén @0 ngti va
khoac thém 4o treg't tuy€t bén ngoai.

“C6 chuyén gi vay?”

Nakamura vwra gdi ddu vwa thi thao héi Shibaura. Viéc lwa chon
Shibaura trong s6 ra't nhiéu ngwoi dang ¢ mat & day d€ hoi cé 1€ bdi lic
nay trong anh dé hdi nha't, Naoko dodn th&’. Trong ai cling c6 vé cing thaamg.
Shibaura nhin xung quanh mot hai lwgt, 18y tay day chi€c kinh gong tron
1én r'6i tha’p giong tra loi.

“Cé tai nan.”

“Tai nan? Tai nan giao thong 4?”

Nakamura cling ha giong theo. Viéc li€n twdng dén tai nan giao thong



khi nghe dén tw tai nan c¢6 1€ do anh huwdng ctia cudc sdng & thanh phd'.

“C6 nguoi roi xudng vie. Hinh nhwe Oki nga xu6ng vach ndi phia sau.”

“Anh Oki 477

Nakamura va Furukawa nhin nhau. Naoko thay o nét bo1 r61 khong bi€t
phai th€ hién thé nao trong hoan canh nhw thé nay cua hai ngwoi ho. Pén
lwg't Furukawa hoi Shibaura.

“Vay bay gio’ ho dang lam gi?”

“Um...”

biéu do thi chealng ai & day biét ca. Nhan ra bau khong khi ba't thwong
do, ca hai nguoi khong hoi gi thém nira va ngdi xudng goc chi€c ghé dai.
Dang vé nhw mu6n nhanh chéng hoa nhap véi cdi khong khi nang n€ u sau
nay.

Khoang mot ti€ng trdi qua, cira ra vao bat mé, Ong cha di quay trd lai.
Theo sau anh con ¢6 may ngwoi dan 6ng nira, mot vai ngwoi trong s6” d6 di
ve phia day phong & dudi sy hwong dan cita Takase, chi ¢ hai ngwoi lai
sanh cho cting Ong chi. M6t nguoi dan 6ng trung nién nhd bé nhung béo
to't, khuén mét dd gay nhu vira udng reoru. Va mot ciu thanh nién tré than
hinh kha can d61i, hot téc ndm phin. V&i Naoko thi khéng ai trong hai
ngwoi ¢ thé ndi la twedng mao dep ca.

“Pay 1a noti dién ra budi tiéc diing khong?”

Ngwoi dan 6ng nhd bé ct ti€ng hoi, hai tay van ttlQC vao tdi quan.
Giong ndi choéi tai ngoai stec twdng twong ctia Naoko. Ong chi dang dan
hai tay vao nhau, git dau.

“Pung the.”

“Bira tiéc bit dau lic maYy gio?”

“Tw khoang sdu gio.”

“C6 nhtrng ai tham gia?”

“Tat ca nhirng ngwoi dang ¢ mat & day.”

Nguwdi dan 6ng nhd bé d6 1ién tré mdi, ngén trd ngodc nhe. Sau d6, dng
ta gio’ ngon tay cdi 1én chi ra phia ngoai hanh lang.

“Tat ca nhirng ngwoi ¢ mat & day, va Oki... ding khong?”



Ong cha chép mét, git d4u hai, ba céi.

“Pruing the&”. Ca Oki ntra.”

“Xin hay tra loi that chinh xac.”

“Xin 161.”

Ong chi c6 vé khé chiu, c6 1& sudt tir ndy t&i gior dd phai chiu dung
cach n6i chuyén nay cua tay canh sat hinh sy.

“Anh OKki roi khéi day lic may gio?”

Ong Chlil khong trd 1¢i ma quay qua nhin moi ngwdi. Cudi cling cling bit
gap anh mat Kurumi. C6 1€n ti€ng tra loi.

“T6i nhé 1a khodng tdm bay ruwdi.”

Sau d6, nhw d€ xac nhén, c6 quay qua nhin Naoko. Naoko cling nh¢é 1a
khoang gior d6 nén khé gat dau.

“Trwdre khi di anh &'y da néi gi thé?”

Ngwoi dan 6ng quay sang nhin Kurumi va Naoko.

“Anh &y bdo di mét chiit cho tinh reou r'éi quay lai.”

Kurumi tra 1o7.

“0, anh Ay di kha say r'oi sao?”

“Um...” Kurumi nhin Naoko. “Lic d6 trong anh &y thé nao nhi?”

“Theo tdi thy thi anh 4y chwra say 1dm.”

Naoko tra 1o bang giong ditt khoat. Nhin mit Oki ldc d6 khong cé vé gi
la da say ca. N&u phai ndi c6 hay khong thi 1a khdng say.

“Tac 1a chi hoi hoi chénh chodang nén mudén di cho tinh tdo ding
khong?”

“Toi1 nghi la vay...”

Chi c6 the' néi vay.

“Anh Oki di ra ngoai mot minh sao?”

Vé&i cau hdi nay thi Ong chi 13 ngwdi tra 164

“Chéc chén 12 vay.”

“Du luc d6 khong ai di cung, nhwng sau d6 thi sao? C6 vi nao di ra ngoai
khong?”

Cau hoéi nay dwoe dat ra cho tat ca moi ngwoi trong sanh. Khong mot ai
ctt dong, moi ngudi chi ding 4nh mét nhin nhau thim do. TAt cd déu im



ling. Ong chu danh phéi d& 1ovi.

“Khoang tdm gid ching tdi bt dau choi poker va cd... VAy nén chic
chin khong c6 ai di ra ngoai ca.”

Sau dé Ong chu k€' ro ai da tham gia trod nao, xac nhan viéc Nakamura va
Furukawa vé phong vao khoang tdim gior rwdi, cling nhw viéc Naoko va
Makoto ng61 xem Phu nhan va Kurumi choi backgammon.

“Rala vay.”

Tay cénhAsét hinh sy xoa X0a chi€c cdm tron lAaam ctia minh, nghe cau
chuyén ctia Ong cht v&i vé chang ma’y hirng thd. Ong ta ghé tai néi gi d6
v&i cdu canh sét tré roi gio tay 1én vAy nhe chao Ong cha, sau d6 ra khoi
nha khach.

“Anh &y bi nga & dau thé?”

Poi cho hai canh sat hiIAlh sy di khua't, Makoto Ién ti€ng. Anh mét ca
moi ngwoi d0 d'on veé phia Ong cha.

“Hinh nhw nga tt trén cau da xudng.”

Anh ta nhin Makoto bang 4nh m&t mét méi.

“Tai sao anh &y lai di dé€n noi d6 nhi...”

“Cay cdu d6 qua that qud nguy hi€m.” Enami ngdp ngung ndi. “bay la
Tan thr hai ¢6 nguoi roi xudng tw d6 roi ding khong? C6 1€ nén pha han
cay cau di.”

“Bay gio cu tinh sao, Ong chi? Ching tdi con bi giam & noi nay dén
khi nao nwa?”

Ngwoi héi 1a BE€p tredng, giong diéu birc xiic khong phai vi ban than ma
1a n6i thay cho nhirng vi khach khéc.

Biét vay nén Ong chi khong nhin vé phia B&p tredng ma hwéng vé
phia moi ngwoi & sanh cho néi.

“Quy khach, tir nay s€ khong lam phién moi ngwoi ntra. Xin hay ti€p tuc
lich trinh du lich ctia minh nhw d4 dinh. Xin thit 16i cho ching t6i.”

Anh cii dau that thap. Ai ciing hi€u anh cheamg cé 1y do gi d€ phai cui
d4u xin 10i ca...

Khi Naoko va Makoto quay lai phong thi chi€c dong h'¢ dit trén ké da chi



muoi hai gio. Khong gian bén ngoai nha khach da yén tinh tré lai, nhirng
xe canh sat tuan tra da vé gan hét. Khach tro cling da quay lai phong riéng,
cd vé cudi cung moi ngwoi cling ¢ the thd phao nhe nhom.

Budc vao phong ngt, ¢ hai thd nguwoi xudng giwong ciia minh. Khong
ai ¢6 tam trang ndi chuyén, su6t mot lic 1au chi nghe ti€ng the déu dan.

“Ciu thay th& nao?” Makoto ma 10vi.

“Thée nao la the’ nao?” Naoko dép.

“Thi d6.”

Makoto ngirng mot nhip roéi ti€p tuc néi. “Li€u c¢6 phai la tai nan khong
nhi?”

_Naoko quay dau nhin Makoto. Makoto dang g61 dau Ién tay, mét nhin
thang 1én tran nha. Ho'i thé ¢6 chit loan nhip.

“Y céu la khong phai tai nan 4?”

“Chzatng bi€t. Khong bi€t phai nghi sao ntra?”

“Chgng han 1a ty sat.”

Naoko ¢4 tinh néi nguwoc lai voi suy nghi cia minh. Khong biét 1a vi da
nhin thdu tdm trang cda ban minh hay ngay tor dau da bd qua treong hop
d6, Makoto chi im ldng.

“Vay thi... 1a bi gi€t?”

Naoko thir quan st nét mit ciia Makoto. Nhung ¢ chi chép mét hai, ba
cai.

“Van dé la td't ca nguoi trong nha khach déu ¢6 mat sanh cho.”

“Pung the.”

Naoko khong chi ngoanh dau ma xoay ca nguoi vE phia Makoto.

“Vay nén khong the’'1a bi giét dwoc.”

“Khong, ciing khong hin 12 tat ca moi ngwoi. Nakamura va Furukawa
V€ phong trudc, r'oi tr ctra sau hodc mot noi nao d6 1én ra ngoai... Ciing
khong phai 1a khong c6 kha nang d6.”

“Tuc 1a hai nguoi d6 da giét Oki?”

"T& chi ndi 12 ¢6 kha ndng d6 thoi. Chir by gior thi vAn chua biét dwoc
diéu gi ca.

“Vay thi... qua nhién chi c6 th€'1a tai nan th6i nhi?”



“Pwong nhién la vay roi. Nhwng xét trang thai cua Oki, bdo la tai nan
hay tir sdt nghe khong hop 1y 1dm nhi?”

Naoko cling d6ng tinh v&i diéu d6. Nhin bé ngoai, Oki sé cho nguoi ta
an teong 1la mot ngwoi ¢ than kinh van dong tdt. Voi mdt ngeoi nhw the,
du ¢6 hoi say mot chat thi viée say chan roi xudng vuc ¢6 vé gi dé khong
binh thuong. Mit khdc, xét hanh dong va loi néi cta anh ta trude lic ra
ngoai thi chang th€ nao nghi t&i kha nang ty sat.

“Co 1€ chung ta nghi ngoi qua nhiéu roi.” Makoto noi.

Co 1€ 1a vay, Naoko ciing thdm nghi. Chi 13, liéu vu nay v&i cdi chét cla
Koichi c6 gi khong dung chang?

“Ngu thoi.”

Makoto ng6i ddy, dang vé nhw muén ngirng suy nghi tai day.

“Moi chuyén d€ mai tinh di.”

9 __ _

Sang hom sau, hai ngwoi doi lic Takase 1én thong bdo gio’ an sang, 1ién kéo
cau vao phong dé€ hoi vé sy viéc da xay ra tdi qua. Cha't van thi ding hon
1a hoi.

“Ngudi tim tha’y anh &y 13 Ong cha.”

Cau bit dAu cau chuyén bing tinh hinh lic phat hién ra xdc chét.

“Tim khip noi nhung khong tha’y nén ching tdi nghi c6 1& nao 12 noi 4,
roi di xudng khe ndi. Néu la roi xuéng thi chi cé th€ la roi t trén ciu
xudng thoi, ching toi dy dodn dai khéi vay roi di. Lic d6 Ong cha di trudre,
ngay sau khi anh 2’y 1€n ti€ng thi td1 cling da trét nhin thay.”

Da trot nhin thd@y. Nghe cdch néi clia cdu c6 the suy ra ring tinh trang
xac chét lic dé cyc ky khung khi€p. Chaamg bi€t c6 phai hinh anh lic d6
van con in han trong méit ciu hay khong, Takase vira néi chuyén vira khong
ngung vo dau.

“Trang phuc cta anh ta lic d6 thé nao?” Makoto hoi. “Cé giéng v&i lic
tw sanh cho di ra khong?”



Takase nhiu may, nhin vao khoang khong trird'c mat.

“Hinh nhw 12 giong...”

Pang néi d&, dwong nhw nhé ra diéu gi, cau ngang dau 1én. “Khong, ¢
khac mot chat.”

“Khac? Khac & diém nao?”

“Ao khodc. Lic & sanh chd anh 4y mic 4o len va quén Ong rong.
Nhwng khi phét hién ra xac chét, anh 2y con khoac 40 Gore Tex bén ngoai
4o len ntra. T6i chi nhin thodng qua théi nhung khong th€ nham dworc.”

Naoko nh¢ lai hinh anh ldc Oki ra khdi sanh cho'. Trang phuc cua anh ta
luc d6... Bung roi, anh ta khong hé khoac thém gi lic di vé phia hanh lang.
Nghe Naoko ndi chi ti€t nay, Makoto chi 4m ¢, dan hai tay vao nhau.

“C6 1€ Oki da mac 4o khoac & dau d6 chang? Néu Naoko va Takase nho
khong nham, thi cé the anh ta da gidu chi€c 4o & dau d6 bén ngoai nha
khach ro1 mac no.”

“Tai sao anh ta phai lam th&?”

“Li€u c6 phai 1a dinh di dau do tw trwd'c khong?”

Takase budt miéng xen vao, sau do6 cau gai dau. “I\J'm, toi cam tha’y the’,
Chi 1a suy nghi cta t6i thoi.”

“Pugc r'oi,” Makoto phay tay. “D6 cling 1a mot y ki€n kha hop 1y. Van
dé la... anh ta dinh di dau kia.”

V€ van dé nay Naoko cting khong nghi ra dwoee diéu gi nén lién hoi
sang cau khac.

“Canh sat nhan dinh vu nay thé nao?”

Takase nhin vao may dau ngoén tay dang dan vao nhau trén ban roi tra
lovi.

“Ho khong giai thich cu the, nhung nghe cach néi chuyén thi cé the thdy
ho cho day la tai nan sau khi udng say roi don dep hién trwong... Ciing
phai théi, ldc d6 troi t61 nhw thé, khong thé diéu tra chinh xac dworce. To6i
nghi hom nay ho s€ tim hi€u mot [4n ntra r'oi dwa ra két luan thoi.”

“Tainan a...”

Nhw th€ thd't vong v&i nhirng diéu Takase vira ndi, Makoto thé dai r'oi
nhin sang Naoko y héi suy nghi cia c6 thé nao. Th& nhwng chinh Naoko
cling khong ro ban than dang nghi gi vé sy viéc [an nay ntra.



“Vi hai nguoi dang hoai nghi vé vu 4n nim ngodi, nén chic s& nghi né
cé lién quan gi d6 voi vu viéc hdm qua. Nhwng Ian nay t6i nghi kha nang bi
ngwoi khac giét 1a khong c6 dau.”

Hinh nhw d€ tAm dén cach néi chuyén ctia Makoto nén Takase td vé hoi
khé chiu. Trai lai, Makoto dap lai kha lanh lung. C6 chi hdi ding mot cau.

“Tai sao?”

“Thi b&i thoi di€ém dwore cho 1a ldc anh Oki roi xuéng vuc, ta't cd moi
ngwoi trong nha khach déu dang ¢6 mat & sanh cho con gi. Viéc di ra ngoai
roi day mot nguoi xuéng vuc 1a khong the ding khong?”

“Thoi di€fm? C6 the€ xac dinh rd thoi di€m ti vong sao?”

Nhitng tr ngt ma Naoko gan nhw chwa bao gio st dung lai dwoc
Makoto néi ra v&i vé thdn nhién nhw chi dang tdn giu chuyén phi€m.
Takase gt dau.

“N6i chinh xac hon thi 1a thoi di€m dwee cho 1a ldc anh Oki roi xudng
vire. Theo 1o ho thi vi anh &y chét ngay 14p tirc nén ciing c6 th€ coi la thoi
diém t& vong. Lic roi xuéng anh Oki c¢6 deo dong h'6 thi phai, do chiu va
dap dot ngoét khi roi nén dong h'é bi hdng va ngwng chay. Nghe néi dong
h'd dang chi khoang bay gio’ b6n mwoi lam phit, nén thei di€m roi xuéng
cling dwoee cho la vao thoi gian d6.”

“Bay gio’ b0n mwei lam phut...”

Makoto khé nhim mét, nhw d€ hinh dung lai khung canh t6i hém qua.
“Néu 1 thoi di€m d6 thi chic chdn moi ngwdi déu c6 mit & sanh.”

Ping la Nakamura va Furukawa c6 vé phong sém hon moi nguoi,
nhwng ldc d6 1a khodng tdm gio ba mwoi phit. N6i cach khac, hai nguoi d6
c6 chirng cr ngoai pham.

“Chi roi di mot chiit thoi ciing khoéng cé ai a?”

“Kiéu 16i di vé sinh mét chiit, n6i roi ding day a4y ha? Um, cdi d6 thi
ding la t6i khong ro. Thé nhwng di qua hanh lang r'6i ra ngoai thi khong the
dau, vi ai cling thdy ma.”

“Tw ctra sO trong phong ciling c6 th€ ra ngoai ma. Tham chi 1a tw ctra sO
nha vé€ sinh cling c6 th€'leo ra 4y chix.”

“Ra la vy, leo qua ctra s0’'a.”

“Nhwng t6i nghi khong the’ dau.”



Makoto dang gt gut voi cach suy luin cia Naoko thi Takase rut ré chen

N

vao.

“Né&u lam thé& s€ can kha nhi€u thoi gian, it cling phai vai phdt ding
khong? Chi trong vai phiit ngdn ngdi nhw vay c6 the giét ngwdi sao? Hon
nira 61 twgng can gié’E lai 1a mot tay choi the thao nhw Oki. Gia st c6 the
thyc hién thanh cdng bang mét cach nao dé di chang nwra, thi hung thu cling
phai 14p tirc quay lai sdnh cho r'6i than nhién choi bai, néi chuyén cing moi
ngwoi. Mot ké vira giét ngwoi xong, liéu ¢ the 14p tirc hoa nhap v&i moi
ngwrdi nhrr vdy khong? To6i nghi 1a hdn nha't dinh s& d€'16 ra so' hé gi d6, va
moi ngwoi xung quanh ciing s€ nhan ra.”

N6i xong, cau nhin hai ngwoi roi két lun.

“Préu do chfmg phai la phi khoa hoc hay sao?”

“Pung thé&.” Makoto tra loi. “Gidi thich ctia ciu vo cung thuyét phuc,
ra't khoa hoc.”

Naoko cling dong y.

Vi hai ngwoi chim vao im lang nén Takase ngdp ngwng dirng 1én.

“T6i xin phép duwoc khong a? Ciing sip d&n gior #n sang roi.”

“A, cam on cdu.” Naoko voi vang cam on. Makoto ciing khé cii d4u.

“Toi1 tha'y suy nghi nhi€u qué cting khong t6t dau.”

Takase c0 gwong cuwoi, roi mo ctra buwde ra ngoai.

Naoko va Makoto an xong bwra sang, dang doc tap chi & sanh cho thi thdy
may tay canh sat v y v6 tir bwdc rAm rdm vao nha khach. Tay nhd con
hém qua goi Ong chi ra, lai hodi ti&p rat nhiéu ciu ling nhing. Vi ho ditng
néi chuyén ngay quay I tin nén Naoko va Makoto ciing nghe ciu duorc ciu
chidng. Trong cau chuyén xud't hién cum tw danh sdch khdch tro cia nha
khdch.

“Khong xong roi1.” Makoto thi tham vao tai Naoko. “Ho mudn xac nhan
than phan cda khach tro ddy. Ki€u gi cting 16 ra ciu dung ho gia.”

Ho ctia Naoko la Hara, nhwng vi khong mu6n d€ 16 quan hé véi anh trai
Koichi nén c6 da néi ddi thanh Harada khi ddng ky nghi tro.

“Chéc chin sé& bj 10 sao?”



“Pwong nhién r'oi. T¢ nghi 1a bén hinh sy dang mudn diéu tra xem tay
Oki kia v&i cac khach tro khac ¢c6 m&i quan hé lgi ich hay thu oan gi v&i
nhau khong. Mot khi da xac nhan ma’y di€u trén khong ton tai, thi c¢6 1€ ho
s€ ung dung di d&€n két luan la tai nan thoi. N6 cing mdt motif voi vu ty sat
ctia anh trai Naoko daYy.”

C6 qua da teng nghe qua trinh diéu tra vu dn cta anh trai minh, n6 ddng
nhur Makoto miéu ta.

“Gay that. Vay phai lam sao bay gio?”

“C6 cudng lén cling khong gidi quy€t dwoe gi. Phai binh tinh. Nhung
cling phai khép 1o khai véi Takase nira.”

No6i roi Makoto d€ cudn tap chi tré lai gia sach, coi nhw khong thay sw
t0n tai clia tay hinh sy, vong ra sau ma’y ngwoi dang ng'di & quiay 1€ tan roi
di bd vé phia hanh lang. Gio nay chic chin Takase dang don dep nha tim
hodc khu vé€ sinh.

Khoang mwoi phidt sau, Makoto quay lai. Co 1am vé mat nhw chi vira di
vé sinh xong, 1&y cudn tap chi vira cit ban ndy r'oi t&i ngdi canh Naoko.
C6 gié cudn tap chi ra, dwa mit nhin vao trang c6 in bitc nh den tring, sau
d6 néi nhd voi Naoko.

“To vua di gdp Takase d€ thong nha't 1o khai roi. V@ co ban s€ thanh
that néi than phan ctia minh cho canh sat, vi ¢6 gidu ciing s€ bi phat hién
ngay thoi. Ly do t&i day thi cir 18y ddng co hét stec trong sdng 1a mudn tan
mét nhin thdy noi anh trai Naoko d4 mat. Vu tén gia thi khai 12 vi khong
mudn d€ ngwoi khac chad y.”

“Lam phién ciu qud, t& xin 16i nhé.”

Naoko Iam di€éu bd nhw dang doc sach, giong néi khdng chit bieu cam.
Nhung cd thay cam kich tan day long v&i nhu’ng diéu Makoto da lam cho
minh. N&u khong c6 Makoto, chic c¢b da chang thé€ lam dwoc gi roi.

“Quan trong 12 nhirng diéu s& dién ra tiép theo diy nay.” Giong Makoto
trd nén nghiém nghi.

Vién canh sat mac d6ng phuc di t&i goi tay hinh sy nho con kia. Sau d6
khoang chirng ba muoi phit, tay hinh sy lai quay vao. Gidng nhw t6i hdm
tredre, Ong ta dirng & gan cira ra vao quiy 1€ tan néi to.

“Xin dwore 1am phién moi ngwoi mét chut!”

Van cdi giong the thé chéi tai 4y, Naoko tw nhién c6 4o gidc da dau



minh dang ngtra ran 1én.

“Xin moi ngwoi hay hop tdc voi ching téi mot chut.”

Tay hinh si hét to bing am lwong khong chi khu sanh cho' ma ca nha
khach déu c6 th€ nghe thd’y. L& nao 6ng ta mudn goi ca nhirng nguoi dang
& trong phong riéng ra ludn? Ngoai Naoko va Makoto, trong sanh cho lic
nay chi c6 vor chong Shibaura va Enami. Vo' ch'dong Bac si hinh nhw da ra
ngoai di dao tir sdm, Nakamura va Furukawa mic ké c6 tai nan xay ra, tw
tinh mo’ da 1én nui treot tuy€t. Hoi ky la 1a khong thd'y bong dang Kamijo
dau.

Giong thét to cda tay hinh sy nhd con it nhiéu c6 tic dung, BEp trwdng
va Kurumi xuat hién tw trong b&p, Takase ciing chay doc hanh lang t&i tap
trung.

Thay td't cA moi ngwoi da tap trung vé phia minh, tay hinh sy gat dau vé
hai 1ong, ra d4u bing mit cho may canh sit mic ddng phuc dang doi 1énh
phia sau, tr ndy dén gio hoan toan 1ép v€& tred'c vé oai phong cta Ong ta.
Duong nhu thdy ring da dén lwot minh thé hién, ho budc ra véi diéu bd
hoi qua 16

“S€é xong ngay thoi.”

Tay hinh sy xoa hai tay vao nhau, néi giong mau me. Naoko nhd dén vi
tham t& Poirot noi ti€ng trong ti€u thuy€t ciia Agatha Christie, nhwng hinh
anh d6 vo&i tay hinh sy nay hoan toan khong an nhip véi nhau. Chi la ¢6
cam thdy canh nay giong nhw canh da tha'y trong phim vay.

Cudi cung, mady canh sat mac dong phuc khi nay cling quay lai, trén tay
cAm mot vat gi d6 trong nhir manh gb gy ban thiu dai chirng mot mét, mot
dau I6m chém nhw th€ bi d6 vat danh gay nat. Tay hinh sy nhan 18y vat do,
xoay dau gdy vun Ién trén, dyng dirng canh minh r'6i nhin phan &ng cia
moi ngwdi vin dang im ling ndy gio. Ong ta ¢6 vé rat hai long khi thay
nhitng ngwoi quan sat dang nghi hodc nhin manh go gy vdi tAm trang vira
td mo vira bat an, doan dwa nim tay ra treéc miéng hing giong mot céi rat
kich.

“Co6 vi nao nhan ra vat nay khong?”

C6 am thanh gh€ bi x6 cach mot cdi. Hinh nhw Shibaura da phai khi
nhom ngudi 1én. Trong nhdy mét, moi 4nh nhin déu tip trung vé phia aYy,
anh ta cti dAu ma’y céi 1ién y néi xin 16i.



“Po6 1a cai gi?” Enami hoéi. “Trong cé vé nh mot manh gay cua vat gi
de.”

Tay hinh sy nhin anh cwoi ddy ham y r'oi trd 1oi:

“T6i khong biét. Vi khong biét nén m&i dem hdi moi ngwoi.”

“Vat nay & dau ra vay?”

Lan nay Shibaura hdi giong hoi 18p bip. The nhu’ng voi cau héi nay
cling vdy, tay hinh sy td vé khong ma’y thin thién. Ong ta c& géng st dung
giong On hoa.

“Trwdec tién, xin hay trd 1o cdu hoi cua ching t6i.”

“Chung t61 lai gan xem dwoc khong?”

Makoto hoi. Tay hinh sy nhin ¢, khuén mat danh lai chi mot, hai gidy
r'oi ngay lap tirc lai néd nu cwoi ngao man.

“C6 1€ phai trd 1o cau hdi nay nhi? Xin moi, hay lai gan va xem cho
that ky.”

Lic dirng diy, Makoto v0 nhe vao lung Naoko mdt céi. Hinh nhir mudn
néi cung dé€n xem di. Trong bau khong khi ¢c6 phéan khé chiju d6, hai nguoi
twe tw tién lai.

Lic tay canh sdt mic dong phuc ¢Am manh gd gdy gio’ ra cho Naoko
xem, cd khong khoi giat minh kinh ngac. Chat liéu ctia manh gb d6 trong
giong hét thir ma Makoto da tim thay canh cdy cau da budi sing hdm qua.
Nhin thodng qua thi thd’y ¢6 mdt di€m khdc, d6 1a dd dai ctia manh go.
Manh g6 ho thdy ngay hdm qua dai chirng hai mét, con manh nay bj gy
nén chang the bi€t n6 von dai co nao. Nhung xem ky mdt chiit, Naoko 1ap
tirc nhin ra diy khong phai thit ho di tha'y hdm qua. C6 khong nhé 16 14m,
nhung néu so sédnh thi manh gd hdm qua con rat mdi, con manh & trede
mit nhin so’ qua ciing bi€t 12 @@ muc rudng. Nhin ky vao phén bj giy con
thd’y cd v&t mdi mot, bén trong da rdng khong. Gd ki€u ndy thi s& ra't dé
gay, Naoko nghi. Hinh nhw Makoto cliing nhin ra vat nay va vat trong tri
nhé clia ban than hoan toan khic nhau. C8 14c dAu v&i tay hinh sw vAn im
lang niy gio.

“C06 khong bi€t sao?”

“Toi rat ti€c.”

Tay hinh sy chuyén 4nh nhin sang phia Naoko, cd ciing bit chudc



Makoto. Th& nhung, tay hinh sy khong td vé tha't vong. Ong ta lai quay vé
phia moi ngwei, hdi mot Ian nira.

“Con nhung vi khéc thi sao?”

Vo chdong Shibaura va Enami khdng néi gi, chi tho & nhin nét mat cda
tay hinh sy va manh gd gy v&i vé phién phirc. Cudi cung, 6ng ta cling
chiu tr b, goi tén Ong cha.

“Qua nhién, ding nhw loi 6ng néi.”

“T6i Itra anh 1am gi.” Ong cht hoi byc minh.

Tay hinh sy nhd con ra hiéu cho may canh sit mac dong phuc, dwa
manh gd gay cho ho roi cing nhau roi khoi nha khéch. Nhin b6ng lung cia
ho, khdng can néi ciing bi€t, hom nay chang cé thu hoach gi. Pgi maYy
nguoi kia di khua't, Enami tién lai quidy 18 tan noi Ong chi dang diéng.

“Maénh gb ban thiu d6 1a céi qudi gi vay?”

Ong chi nhiu may vé& hoi khé chju, nhung thﬁ’}/ kh()n\g chi Enami ma ca
nhirng vi khach khac cling dang nhin minh cham cham nén khong th&
khong noi.

“Vat d6 rovi bén canh xac cia Oki. Sang nay ho vira tim thay.”

“N6 c6 lién quan gi d€n nguyén nhan céi chét ctia anh Oki sao?”
Makoto dirng day hdi thém.

“Ménh gb do6 bi giy, phan con lai ciing dwgc tim thd’y cling lic v&i
manh nay. Thyc ra trén manh kia c6 mdt ddu giay, di€u tra thi thdy trung
voi dau giay sneaker ma Oki da di.”

“Nhu vay c6 nghia la...”

“Pung the.”

Ong cha gat dau véi Makoto, biéu cam vin chéng teoi tinh hon. “Oki di
dén chd cdy ciu bic tAm van nay qua doan bi gdy, chic 12 mudn di qua
cu. Th& nhung nhrr moi nguwdi vira thiy, tAm véan d6 da muc rudng roi,
nén né da bi gy dwdi sirc nang cla anh ay...”

“Tai sao anh &y lai d&n mot noi nguy hi€m thé?”

Nguwoi thi tham cau d6 1a Shibaura Sakiko. Nhén thd’y vi cu néi nay ma
moi ngwoi dang nhin minh, ¢6 1ién cii dau nhw the via 16° 1o1.

“Pung, qua thyc rd't nguy hi€m.”

Giong tram thap ning né ctia Ong chi vang vong trong sanh cho. “Thé



nén ma&i nodi, khdng hi€u tai sao anh ta lai lam mot viéc nhw vay... Canh sat
suy luan rang c6 the khach tro & day thwong xuyén ding cich &y d€ di qua
cau. Vay nén md&i mudn xac nhan xem cé ai nhin thdy tim van d6 chuwa.
Toi da trd 101 v&i ho rang ching toi tuyét d6i khong lam may viéc nhu
the".”

Nhé lai nhitng gi Ong chu va tay hinh sy da trao d6i, Naoko hoan toan
hi€u dworc.

“T&m van vua nay...”

Bép trudng dang ding sau lung Ong chu 1én tiéng thic mic. “Tam van
d6... C6 khi ndo ma mot trong nhitng d6 g6 ma chiing ta da virt di trwde
kia khong, Ong chi?”

“C6 th€'18m.”

Ong chii ddp vé&i vé nhuw vira hiéu ra diéu gi. Sau d6, anh quay vé phia
nhitng vi khach vAn con nhiéu diéu ngo vire va giai thich:

“Q¥ nha khich nay cO rat nhiéu d6 dung ty ché€, vdy nén chung to1
thwong dw trir gd trong kho. G trong kho dé bi mdi mot nén tAm mdt nim
tred’c ching t6i ¢d virt mdt it xudng khe ndi. C6 1€ Oki da nhit tAm vén
trong s& nhitng d'6 vt di &y, st dung 1am van bic qua cau.”

“Anh da néi chuyén d6 v&i phia canh sat chwa?” Makoto hoi.

“Pa n6i roi.” Ong chil 1ién tra 164

Mach hdi d4p bi ngit gitra chirng, nhitng vi khach ding ling tai chd vé
nhw con mudn hdi nhiéu diéu 18m. Khoéng khi khé chiu lai bt d4u nhen
nhom. C6 1€ ai cling bdi rdi khong bi€t phai lam gi trong hoan canh nay.

“Noi chung...”

C6 18 mudn quét sach bau khong khi ning né, Ong chi cao giong mdt
chiit, nhuwng ma’y nguoi Naoko chi thd’y giong néi d6 cao ba't thwong thoi.

“Pay s€ la Ian cudi cung phién t&i moi ngwoi. Ca chuyén ngay hdm
qua, thye sy chiing t6i ra't xin 16i. Xin moi ngwoi hdy dit k& hoach du lich
clia minh 1&n hang d4u. T6i xin nhéc lai, chiing toi hita s& khong giy thém
ba't cr phién phirc nao nira.”

Makoto ri Naoko ra ngoai. Naoko nghi cé 1€ ban minh muén di dao, nhwng



khong, Makoto than nhién vong ra phia sau nha khdch. Chd d6 c6 nhirng
s¢ii day thirng to tO chang ching ngang, van con ma’y canh sdt & lai, nhung
ho ciing khdng ban tim 18m vi hai c6 gdi chi lai gan nhin mot chit. V&i
nhirng ngwoi nay thi ¢6 1€ day 1a mot vu tai nan, nén ho chi x 1y theo mirc
dd mot vu tai nan thoi.

Hinh nhw Makoto mudn lai gan ciy cau da d€ lam gi d6, nhung vi ¢6
diy thirng chin ngang nén khong th€ tién gan dwoc. C6 nhodi ngudi ra,
nhin chim chim vao phia dudi ciy cau. Sau d6 cd bum chit miéng, néi v&i
am lwong chi minh Naoko nghe thaYy.

“Qua nhién la khong c6.”

“Khong c6? Cai gi co'?”

“VAt bang gd hom qua.”

Naoko ba't gidc “A” mot ti€ng. Mot vién canh sat 1i€c nhin ho.

“Quay lai phong th6i.”

Makoto nim 14y cd tay Naoko, kéo di that manh. Vé dén phong,
Makoto xdc nhin hanh lang khéng c6 ai r'6i m&i dong cira lai. Vi khong
hi€u diéu gi khi€n Makoto phai can trong dén thé&’, Naoko chi thd’y vo cling
cang th?ing.

“Qua nhién la Oki bj giét.”

P& Naoko ng6i xudng, Makoto huéng mit vé phia cd, néi bang giong
nhu tuyén bo'.

“VAt bang g ma ching ta trong thd'y ngay hom qua dwdi cdy ciu d4 bay
gior khong con nira, ding khéng? Thay vao d6, bén canh xac caa Oki lai
phat hién thdy mot manh van da bi muc ra't giong v&i thir ching ta da nhin
tha’y d6. bi€u nay c6 nghia la gi?7”

Naoko lac dau td y khong biét.

“Vay doi cach héi nhé...” Makoto dan hai tay vao nhau dat trén ban.
“Oki ding tAm van muc d€ di qua cdu. O di€m ndy c6 hai nghi vAn nay
sinh. Mdt 1a tai sao anh ta lai mudn di qua cau? Hai la trong ra't nhi€u lya
chon, tai sao anh ta lai chon ding mot tA'm van muc d€ di qua cau? Biéu ma
ching ta dang néi & day la nghi van s& hai. Tai sao anh ta lai st dung mot
tadm van muc?”

“Céi d6... c6 1& 12 bdi anh ta khong biét ring tAim van d6 bj muc. T&



cling khong chic 1dm, nhung c6 th€ bdi vi néu chi nhin bén ngoai thi rat
kho6 d€ nhan biét.”

Hon ntra khi d6 trovi con rat t6i, Naoko bo sung thém. Né&u chi nhin bé
ngoai thi khé nhén biét, cdng thém troi td1 nira nén khong nhin ra mi€ng
van bi muc. Y nghi chi chot 16e 1én trong dau nhung ciing da khién Naoko
thda man. Ra 13 vAy. Chic chin khong sai dwoc. Nhung theo 161 Makoto
ndi thi dwong nhw ¢d con an y gi khdc ntra.

“Né&u chi nhin vao k&t qua thi c6 1€ 1a vay.”

“Chi k&t qua?”

“Vi chealng ai lai ding mdt tdim van muc d€ di qua cau ca, t& nghi chi c6
the’ 1a b&i ho khong nhan ra diéu d6 thoi. Thé nhung n€u dinh di qua mot
noi cao nhw vay, thong thwong nguoi ta s€ vo cung than trong. Vi du nhw 1a
s€ phéi ki€m tra xem td'm van dé cé bi muc hay khong, ¢6 chiu dwoce siec
nang cda co’ th€ minh hay khong, ding khong?”

“U’, chic chin phai vay... nhi?”

Né&u 12 minh thi chic chén s& lam vaiy. Khong, thAim chi con phai than
trong hon th€’, Naoko nghi.

“Té nghi diéu d6 1a dwong nhién. Th& nhwng Oki da khéng lam thé”. Tai
sao? T¢ @6 rang vi anh ta tin chic tAm van d6 khong c6 van dé gi.”

“Tai sao anh ta lai c6 the chic chin dén vay?”

“Chinh nho’ di€ém dé nén t& nhé dén vat bang gd dwoc gidu dudi cay
cau ngay hom qua. T¢ thdy vat d6 rad't moi, dd day vira da, bé ngang cling
vtra da, hoan toan ¢6 th€ chju dworc sirc nang ctia mot ngwoi.”

Naoko dan dan hi€u ra nhirng di€éu Makoto mudn néi. Cung voi d6, mot
thi gi nhw dang nhon nhao bén trong co6, khi€n cd khdng sao binh tinh
dworc.

“Y c4u mudn néi 1a Oki di gidu tAm van mé&i phia dwdi cau va nham
tAm vdn muc v&i tAim van doé...7”

Makoto git dau dut khoat.

“Tuy nhién & day con mot di€m ntra, ching ta phai nghi dwoc tai sao
anh ta c¢6 th& nhaAm 14n mot diéu cén ban nhw thé’. Cau trd 1o vO cling dom
gian. Vi mdt tdm van khac da dwoc dat vao vi tri ciia tim van ma anh ta da
t minh cat can than.”



“Tuc 1a ¢6 ai d6 da danh trao?”

“Chi ¢6 th€ nghi nhw vay.”

Makoto c& gdng d& nén cam xiic, nhung Naoko vaAn cdm nhin dwoe stic
ndng trong giong ndi cua co.

“Bi giét...”

Naoko nghi d&n y nghia cta ti d6. An trong tir ng Ay 12 thi gi d6 dang
mé hodc tam tri c0.

“Nhung diéu khoé hi€u khong chi c6 thé". Tai sao Oki nhat dinh phai di
qua ciy cau d4, tai sao phai lam diéu d6 gitra lic moi ngwoi dang du tiéc,
va tai sao hung tht ¢6 thé’ dw doan dwoc hanh dong d6 cda anh ta?”

“Co 1€ anh ta phai qua cau d¢€' lam gi d6 chang?”

“Hon ntra lai khdong dugc d€ nguoi khac trong thdy... nhi?”

Sy viéc xdy ra dém hom trwdc nira dot nhién hién 1€n trong tam tri
Naoko. Khi c6 khong ngti dwoc, ra quay 1€ tan d&€ udng nwde, va nghe thay
ti€ng ai do twr bén ngoai quay lai nha khach. Hon ntra, ngay sau khi cd vé
phong thi lai nghe thdy ti€ng Oki quay vé phong bén canh.

“Pém hom do... phdi ching Oki ciing da di ra cay cau?”

“Cé 1e 1a vay.”

Naoko chi budt miéng néi ra nhirng di€u bat gidc hién Ién trong dau.
Vay ma Makoto tin dong nhw thé cd doc dwoc nhirng gi Naoko dang nghi
vay.

“Bing tA'm van chic chin d6.”

“P1 qua cau da...”

RG6t cudc cb céi gi & d6 nhi?

Ti€ng go ctra vang 1én khi tAm trang Naoko van chwa hoan toan binh
tinh trd lai. Dwong nhw vé kich ddng van con hién rd trén khudn mit cd
khién Takase dang dirng ngoai ctra phai ci't giong hdi.

“C6 chuyén gi vay?”

Naoko dwa hai tay 1€n xoa xoa ma.

“Khong, khong c6 gi. Cau dén co viéc gi the?”

“I\J’m, thyc ra 1a chuyén chf:ing hay ho gi... Ong chi di hira s& khong gay
thém phién phirc cho khach tro, cling cam ram dam céanh sat va dang vo



cung tirc gidn, nhwng...”

Hét nhr mot dira tré dang bién hd cho ma’y trdo nghich ngom ctia minh,
giong cau ctr nhd dén.

“Chuyén gi th&?”

Takase nud't nwde bot danh uc.

“Canh sat tru’c’)’rAlg Muramasa néi mudn nghe toan b khach tro ctia nha
khach k€ s tinh. Ong &y ndi s€ khong tén nhiéu thoi gian dau... Hién tai
ho da tham van xong anh Shibaura r6i.”

Canh sat tred'ng Muramasa hinh nhw 1a tay hinh sy nhé con.

“Va ti€p theo la dén lwgt ching t6i?”

“Clng tot ma.”

Makoto twr phia sau 1én ti€ng. “Giao lwu mot chit di. Biét dau lai thu
hoach dwgrc thong tin gi d6.”

U ding la vay. Pia diém & dau th&?”

“(Y ban trong cling cua sanh chd.”

“Chung t01 s€ ra ngay.”

“Vay phién hai ngwoi.” Takase néi roi gio tay phai 1én vay nhe. “Toi da
néi v&i ho vé méi quan hé gitra Koichi va Naoko. Vay nén ¢6 ctr theo do
trd lovi gidp t6i 1la dwore.”

“Vay a...”

Vu 4n ciia mot ndm vé trwede, liéu canh sat con nhd dwoc bao nhiéu?
Ciing chi 1a mét con ngwoi nhd bé, c6 khi nao anh &y da bi lang quén roi
khong? Biét dwoc em gai ctia ngwoi da chét dén twdng nhd anh trai minh,
ho/ s€ phan &ng nhw thé nao? Mot phan Naoko khdng thich bi nhin v&i anh
mat td mo, nhung mot phan cd nhan thdy sy vo cam that dang so'.

“T61 bi€t roi. Cam on cau.”

No6i xong, Naoko dong ctra lai.

“Chung ta ¢6 nén néi cho canh sit nghe vu tAm vén gd hay khong?”

Makoto tay van chdng cam d€ trén ban, hdi. Naoko ciing tién vé phia
doi dién, ng 61 xudng.

“Té nghi canh sat 1a dan chuyén nghiép, sém mudn gi ho cling biét day
la vu giét ngwoi thdi. Nhung d€ di duwgc dén két luén do thi co 1€ cin thém



chit thoi gian nita. Cho t&i ldc d6, ching ta van con thoi gian d€ diéu tra
doc 1ap.”

“Pung vdy. Mot khi céanh sat da chinh thirc vao cudc thi chdng ta cling
khong the ti do hanh ddng dwoc nira.”

Makoto dap ban mot cai, the’ hién van dé nay da quyét xong.

“Puwoc roi, tam thoi ching ta ¢ im ldng, nhung né€u moi viéc vuot
ngoai tAm ki€m sodt thi s€ ndi chuyén v&i canh sat. Cr thé nhé.”

Naoko git ddu nhw d€ xac nhan thém mdt Tan niva v&i chinh ban than
minh.

3 ___

Ping nhw Takase ndi, canh sat tredng Muramasa, ngwoi dan 6ng nhd con
voi khudn mét dé gay nhw vira udng reoru, dang ng'6i & chiéc ban dat trong
cung sanh cho v&i mot ciu canh sat tré dang vé chin chu. May ban bén
canh khéng c6 ai. Ong chi dong lau cdc trong quidy 18 tdn nhw moi khi,
nhung c6 the€ thd'y mot bieu cam cwc ky khé chiu an dwdi khudn mat riu ria
d6. Naoko c¢6 th& nhin ra dwoc cam xdc ciia Ong cha véi maYy tay hinh sy
bang thao tdc cah than lau cdc AYy. Trong thad'y Naoko vi Makoto, hai canh
sat hinh sy vdi vang dirng day r'6i cdi chao v&i vé hoi khoa trrong.

“That vO ciing xin 10i, da 1am phién chuyé&n du lich caa hai co!”

Nghe giong néi the thé chdi tai d€n ong ca dau, Naoko khé chju ra mat.
The nhung tay hinh sy nhd con c6 vé cling chéng ban long 14m. Makoto
ng'6i doi dién Muramasa, Naoko ng6i canh Makoto. V&i vi tri nhw thé’, du
12 ai dang trd 10 cénh sat cling c¢6 th€ dé dang quan sit. Truedc mit mdi
canh sat déu c6 mot cdc nwde, c6c cia nguoi tré hon gan nhw chwa voi di
chiit nao, con cd'c ctia 6ng Muramasa chi con mot phan ba.

“Sawamura Makoto va Harada Naoko... a nham, Hara Naoko nhi?”

Muramasa cd tinh n6i nham d€ stra lai. C6 1€ dng ta dang ndi moc viéc
c6 dung tén gid, nhung Naoko ciing da chuah bj sin tinh than d& dén nhan
cam gidc kho chiu nay.

“Nghe néi ¢6 1a em géi cia ngwoi dd ma't nam ngodi, cdu Hara Koichi?”



Ong ta hoi cong lung, nhin chim chdm vao khuén mit Naoko. Co khé
ha't ham 1én mot chat.

“Chuyén di dé€n nha khach nay cta cd qua nhién c6 li€én quan dén viéc
de?”

Chéc chén 14 6ng ta dd nghe Takase k& roi, vdy ma con cd tinh hdi.
Naoko diéu chinh cho hoi thé nhe nhang lai r'éi trd loi theo ding nhirng gi
da ban bac v&i Makoto. Ly do ¢d d&n day don thuan chi 12 mudn tin mét
nhin th&y nha khach noi anh minh qua doii, va viéc dung tén gia 1a vi khong
mudn khi€n nhitng khéch tro khac phai ban tdm ma thdi. Tay hinh sy chi
tAm vao khudn miéng cd, 1ing nghe vé& hoan toan khong nghi ngo gi. Ong ta
chi n6i mot cau voi giong diéu khong ma’y cam xuc.

“0, vay thi t6i cling théng cdm v&i c6 mot chiit.”

“Chéc cau Oki ciing khong biét chuyén cd 12 em géi cia Hara Koichi
nhi?”

“Chéc chén 1a vay.”

Naoko chot nhé ra, ¢6 va Oki chwa tirng néi chuyén v&i nhau vEé vu viéce
nam ngodi. Gid nhw c6 th€ nghe dwece chiit gi vé vu d6 trwde khi anh ta
chét thi t6t bi€t ma’y, Naoko ti€c nudi.

“Nguwoi cudi cing ma cau Oki néi chuyén cung 1a ¢6. Hai ngwoi da néi
chuyén gi vay?”

“Cudi cung?”

Sau khi hoi lai thi ¢6 chot nhé ra, ho dang ndi vé chuyén trong bira tiéc.

“Anh &y hen gdp lai & Tokyo, r'6i bao tdi cho s6” d€'lién lac.”

C6 vé tay hinh sy quan tdm dén chi ti€t anh ta ra r€ Naoko nén hoi
ch'dm ngwoi 1én mot chuit.

“0, sau d6 thi sao?”

“Tam thoi thi t6i chdp nhéan.”

“Ra la vay. Thé& thi sy ra di cta ciu ta qua nhién la dang ti€c nhi, ca voi
Oki nwra.”

Muramasa lam mat hai long. Tay hinh sy tré ciing né& nu cwoi khoe ham
ring 18y 1&. C6 1& bon ho cho rang nhitng lic thé nay, dit khdng vui ciing
nén n& nu cwoi. Naoko thi khong sao cuoi noi.

“Thé tredre d6 hai ngwoi ¢6 tirng néi chuyén khong?”



“C6 mot Tan, vao t6i hom triedc nira. Ching t0i da tdn ghu mot chit
trong bira an. D6 1a Ian dau tién chiing t6i néi chuyén v&i nhau.”

“Ai 12 ngudi bit chuyén trudc?”

“Anh 8y.”

C6 c& tinh nhan manh ring nglrc\)’i’bét chuyén tred'c khong phai 1a minh,
nhung cé vé tay hinh sy hoan toan chang thém de’ tam dén chi ti€t nay.

“Hai ngwoi da néi chuyén gi thé?”

“Mot chuyén chdn ngit.”

Naoko k& chuyén Oki bdo ¢6 nén tip choi tennis. Anh mét ty tin thdi
qué cua anh ta vut hién 1€n trong tam tri co.

“C6 vé nhu cau Oki ¢6 cdm tinh v&i ¢ ngay tw Tan dau gdp mdt nhi.
Ciing phai thoi, voi mdt cd géi xinh dep nhw thé” nay thi chang c6 chuyén gi
la khong th€ ca.”

Anh mit tay hinh sy ¢6 vé khd vui khi n6i d&h ma’y chuyén nay.

“Pu roi!” Naoko ¢ tinh néi giong kho chiu.

“Vdy... theo chuyén ma t6i vira dwo'c nghe thi hinh nhw ciu Oki ¢é y
dinh quay lai Tokyo nhi?”

Muramasa lam nhw v6 tinh n6i ra. The€” nhwng Naoko nhin thdy cach
duing tir ctia dng ta ngAm am chi ring khd ndng Oki twr sdt la rdt thap.

Nhitng cau hdi ti€p theo cda tay hinh sy chuyén hwdng sang Makoto.
Céc cau hoi cling tvong ty nhw khi hdi Naoko. Nhwng vi Makoto va Oki
gan nhw chwa tirng néi chuyén gi voi nhau nén phia canh sat cling khong ¢6
diéu gi dac biét phai lru tam.

“Co thay Oki la nguoi nhw thé nao?”

D6 1a ciu hdi cudi cung danh cho ¢6. Makoto trd 1oi ngay 14p tirc.

“T6i thd’y anh ta 1a mot ngwoi dodan ménh.”

Hai tay hinh sy ¢6 vé ra't thich thd véi cau trd 10 nay.

“Puworc roi, cdm on céc ¢d, ra't xin 10i vi da 1am phién.”

Muramasa udng mdt ngum nwéc, vira cii chi€c dau tron xoe vira noi.
Makoto ciing nhén ngwoi khoi gh€’. Nhung dwong nhw chwa théa man voi
diéu gi d6, Naoko chang nghi nggi gi ma ca't ti€ng hoi.

“Um... Vu nay khong c6 lién quan gi t&i vu an cla anh trai t6i sao?”



O bén canh, Makoto nhin Naoko, nét mdt thoang chut ngac nhién. Con
ngwoi sing sdt khong ndi nén loi 1a hai tay hinh sy tredc mat co.
Muramasa van cAm nguyén chiéc cdc, con tay hinh sy tré bén canh van
cam nguyén but, cr th& nhin khuoén mét Naoko mat vai gidy. Cudi cung,
nét mat Muramasa mai tw twr gian ra.

“Y ¢b 1a gi?”

“Thi... liéu ¢6 quan hé gi v&i vu an nam ngodi khong? No6i vay 1a cac vi
khong di€u tra sao?”

Thyc long ma néi, ban than Naoko da cho doi d€ dwa ra ciu hoi dé tw
lau r'6i. Dwong nhw ¢6 bt man v&i thai dd quén sach chuyén anh trai ¢6
cda hai tay hinh sw. Muramasa ngay lap tiec gt dau vai cdi, cu6i cung cling
hi€u ¢6 dinh néi gi.

“C0 ¢6 chirng ctr gi cho tha'y m&i lién quan gitra hai vu 4n sao?”

“Khong, cdi do thi...”

Khong c6 bang ching gi cd. Nhitng 14 bai trong tay co lic nay chi 1a
niém tin rang Koichi khong tw sit, cing v&i sy chic chén rang Oki bi giét.
Hon ntra, ¢6 va Makoto con dang thdng nha't chwa néi gi vEé vu ctia Oki cho
canh sat biét. Tha'y cd 4p ung, bi€u cdm clia Muramasa bdng tré nén nhe
nhdm. Ong ta td v& tha'u hi€u va néi.

“Co6 1€ viéc hai nam lién ti€p xdy ra &n mang thyc sy khi€n c6 rat sdc
nhi? Liéu c6 gi d6 lién quan chang, tdi hi€u cam giac d6. Th& nhwng doi khi
lai c6 nhitng viéc ngiu nhién nhw th¢’ ddy. R6i nguoi ta s& d6n ring nha
khach nay c¢6 ma, bi than ché€t ghé tham... Vay do6.”

Hinh nhw khoai chi v&i cach néi dua cia minh, tay hinh sy nhd con vo
duyén cwoi phd 18én. Tay hinh sy tré tudi cling cwedi hiia theo, van nhr moi
khi. Trong long Naoko c6 gi d6 dang séi suc. Liic c6 kip nhén ra thi cam
xtc néng béng d6 da theo mi¢ng ma tudn ra ngoai.

“Canh sat nhw thé nay thi bdo sao ngay cang c6 nhiéu nguoi bi giét.”

Miéng Naoko noéi thanh ti€ng, hoan toan phot 1o ¥ chi cda ban than. Co
cam nhan ré6 mau néng dang d'on 1én mat, nhwng khong the ki€ém ché&” dwoc
ntra. Muramasa con stng sdt hon ca lic trwede, 6ng nghi hodc nhin Naoko
chdm chim. Anh nhin nghiém tic, mét hoi van 1én nhitrng tia mau. Naoko

cing khong né tranh anh mét clia vién canh sit. Trong khong khi cang
thang, ¢ gdi va vién canh st gwdm guom nhin nhau. Ong ta hit mot hoi



that siu, tw tw tram tinh lai.

“C6 vé khong thé mic ké dwoee roi nhi?”

Giong Muramasa ttr lic d6 tr& di hoan toan trdm xudng. “Y c6 la ciu
Oki bi giét ding khong? Thém ntra, tr cach ding tw ctia cO cho thay, anh
trai co cling khdng phai la ty sat...”

Cam gidc hoi han va cdm gidc bt ¢An chuyén da ra néng ndi nay thi
mdc ké luon di thay phién nhau chi phdi tdm tri Naoko. Trong lic canh sat
xem xét thong tin mdi, cam gidc chan ghét chinh minh 4p t&i xdm chi€m
cd. Co chi vira m&i giao hen véi Makoto cach day vai phit, vy ma...

“Naoko da nhu vay thi danh chiju roi.”

Makoto ngdi tr¢ lai gh€&’, vé dau hang. Sau dé c¢6 nhin th?ing vao mat
vién canh sat tredng.

“Vu cua Oki khong phai tai nan, ma la bij gi€t.”

“Makoto...”

Thay Naoko ngwdc nhin v&i vé vo cling 4y ndy, Makoto nhdy mét néi.

“N61 vong ndi vo chealng tha n6i that.”

Muramasa ngac nhién khong néi nén 1¢i. Anh mét nhin hai c6 géi lién
tuc chuyén dong mot cach ba't an.

“Hai c0... bi€t chuyén gi d6.”

“Bi€t.” Makoto ti€p tuc. “Chung tdi bi€t viéc Oki bj giét.”

“Td1 qua ngoai Oki ra thi khong ai ra khoéi nha khéch... diéu do6 la néi
ddi sao?”

Ong ta the hién r6 vé b6i r6i, nhung nho vay hda ra lai dn ndi lich sy
hon han h'6i ndy. Makoto 14c dau.

“Khong, moi ngwoi khong néi doi. Chi 1a hung thd da st dung tha doan
tinh vi.”

N6i doan, Makoto k€ lai mdt Ian ntra chuyén vira ciing Naoko phén tich
& trong phong. Co giai thich mach lac, di thang vao trong tam, tay hinh sy
chi biét im ling ling nghe.

“T6i vira trinh bay xong chirng ¢t chirng minh OKki bj giét cling thd doan
clia hung thi. Cdc vi ¢6 gi thic mic khong?”

Muramasa hé d6i mét nhim nghién, sau d6 gin giong néi.



“Ra viy, nan nhan da gidu s§n mot tAm vén di chdc chin d€ qua cau,
nhung bj hung tht ddnh trdo bang mdt tAm van muc. Um, qua nhién v&i tha
doan d¢ thi...”

Ong ta quay sang nhan vién c&p dudi, néi nhanh tén ma’y ngwdi, sau d6
ra chi thi yéu ciu nhitng nguoi vira duwgec di€m danh dén day ngay 14p tiec.
Cau canh sét tré bdi 161 trede dién tién bat ngor ciia cau chuyén, voi vang
lao ra khoi sanh chor. Muramasa nhin bong cau ta di khud't r'oi quay lai phia
Naoko va Makoto, hinh dnh mot tay hinh sy trung nién cé chit ldu ca vira
nay hoan toan bi€n mat.

“Cac cb noéi cho ching t6i bi€t chuyén d6 som hon thi t6t bi€t maYy.
Nhwng thoi, tam thoi bd qua van dé dé di, cac ¢o cling ¢ 1y do cia minh
ma. Nay, xem t6i dodan ding khong nhé. Cac c6 mudn néi n€u vu 4n [an
nay la mot vy gi€t ngwoi, ra't c¢6 the vu dn nam ngodi cling 1a mot vu giét
ngwoi duwoe che gidu thanh mot vu ty sat bﬁng tha doan tinh vi nao do, phai
chi?”

“T6i nghi kha ning dé 13 rat cao.” Naoko néi bang giong di kiém ché&’
doi ba phian.

“Tuy nhién, khi khfmg dinh diéu d6 dong nghia véi viéc co cho rang
hung thd giét anh trai cd va hung tha gi€t Oki la cing mot ngwei. Co di€ém
gi chung gitra anh ¢6 va Oki khong?”

“Pr1éu do thi...” Naoko ap ung. Muramasa cing khong lam kho c6, 6ng
no6i thém. “Khong sao, chuyén do thi ching toi1 sé diéu tra.”

“Nam kia cling ¢6 ngwoi chét & day nhi?”

Dot nhién Makoto néi. Muramasa nin thé, mot ldc sau tra 1ov.

“Puing the"”

Naoko cling d€'y d&n chuyén Ong ta nin tho.

“Ttc 1a ba ndm lién tuc déu c¢6 ngwoi chét. Hon nira lai con cung thoi
diém.”

“Né&u 12 ngiu nhién thi that ddng s¢.”

“Khong.”

Makoto nhin théamg khudn mit cda vién canh sat tredng, noi.

“To6i nghi néu khong phai ngiu nhién thi m&i ddng s¢.”



PHONG CHU NGONG VA ONG LAO CHAN DAI

] ——

Nho 1o chirng cia Naoko va Makoto, hwong di€u tra ciia canh sat hoan
toan thay doi. Tw tru s& chinh van phong canh sat tinh, cac doi diéu tra, d6i
khdm nghiém hién treong da dwoc cir dén, viéc ki€m tra hién trrong khu
virc xung quanh ciy ciu da dwoc ti€n hanh triét d€. Thir ma ho dac biét chu
tAm tim ki€m 13 mot tAm véan con md&i, nhim ddi ching véi vat ma hai
ngwoi Naoko da nhin thdy hdm trede. C6 1€ theo tinh todn cda ho, né€u tim
dwoee vat &y thi viéc diéu tra s€ ti€n tri€n ra't nhanh.

Nhén thd’y khd ndng cao day la an giét ngwoi, Muramasa st dung chi€n
thuat sau: Khong cho nhrng vi khach khac bié€t chuyén nay, d€ hung tha twy
do di lai mét chdt sé d& tém dudi hin hon. Ca Naoko va Makoto cling dworc
Muramasa yéu cau hiép lyc gitr kin moi chuyén. Nguwoi trong nha khach
khong hi€u ly do canh sat dot ngot tro’ nén tich cwc, ho quan sat bén ngoai
v(i vé ngo viee. Nhung it ra biy gior canh sat van dang cho phép ho ty do di
dao, di tregt tuyét ma khong cA'm can gi, nén moi ngwoi déu quyét dinh
ring: Lam nhw khong biét gi 1a thwong sich.

Gio an trra, ngoai bon Naoko con bdn khach tro khic: v ch'éong
Shibaura va v¢r chong B4c si, nhung chealng ai no1 gi vé dong thai bén phia
canh sat, c6 1€ 1a vi so. Trdi lai, chuyén Naoko la em gai cia Koichi tré¢
thanh d¢ tai dwore moi ngwoi quan tam.

“Khong, that ra ching to61 cling ¢é trdch nhiém trong vu an d6. Néu
ching t6i nhan ra ciu Hara c6 chit ba't on vé tam ly thi da khong d€ xady ra
vu viéc dau 1ong d6 roi. Thuc sy ching tdi khong biét phai xin 16i ra sao.”

Shibaura vtra néi vira lién tuc cdi d4u xin 16i. Sakiko ngdi canh ciing cui
mat vé dy ndy.

“Khong sao dau. Trwedc khi méa't, anh trai em ciing da ra't vui vé v&i moi



ngwoi ma.” Naoko ddp. Trong ciu néi &y ¢6 mot nira la tinh cam that s,
ntra con lai dich thi 1a 1oi n6i d6i. B&i vi trong s6 moi ngwroi c6 1€ c6 ca ké
da gi€t anh trai co.

“Péng 1€ em phai néi v&i bon chi sém hon.”

Kurumi vira bung ca phé dén vira néi giong hoi trach mée. C6 1€ ¢o cd
chut khong thodi mdi khi & cuing mdt vi tri nhwng chi minh Takase dwoc
bi€t viéc nay.

“Pung da'y, ai lai di gid'u chung toi, chgng phéi qué khéch sdo hay sao?”

Vo ctia Béc si cling n6i thém vao, thé nhwng Béc si li€n trach.

“Chi 1a c6 bé khong mudn chiing ta phai lo 1ing nén mdi im ling thoi.
Ba phai hi€u cho cb &y chi.”

“Nhwng n6i gi thi n6i... khi nghe chuyén cau Hara bi r&1 loan tam than
nang, to6i thwc sy rad't bat ngo. Ching tdi hoan toan khong cam thdy thé,
Béc si nhi?”

“Chuyén d6 ldc trede ching t6i cling ndi roéi.”

Béc si gat dau dong tinh voi Shibaura.

“Thyc sy trong cdu Ay rd't khde manh. T6i hay néi chuyén voi clu dy.
Hara ciing thwong xuyén qua phong chiing t6i choi.”

“Dung th€, cau &y hay dé€n phong ching t61 choi. Con ngdi udng tra
v&i nhau ntra co.”

Phu nhin néi. Qua nhién tinh ba khong th€ im lang v&i may cha dé thé
nay.

“Pung la cau &y c6 qua phong bac, nhung ciu &y qua phong chau nhiéu
hon.” Shibaura chen vao.

“Vay sao?”

“Piing the"”

“Minh thoi di.”

Shibaura c¢6 khuén mit hién lanh, nhu’r/lg cé vé thinh thoang anh ta lai
xau tinh mot cach ky cuc. Nghe Sakiko nhac nhé anh nhw tinh lai, bén nhin
sang Naoko ma mat do bung.

“Thuc s xin 16i. P4 bit em tha’y chuyén khong dau roi.”

Khong sao dau, Naoko vira cwoi vira nghi. Koichi khong phai 1a nguoi
quang giao d&n muc ay. C6 1y do nao d6 mai khi€n anh Ay tich cyc qua



tham phong moi nguwei dé€n th&”. Cho toi ldc nay, ¢6 chi ¢6 the' nghi 1y do do6
chinh 1a m&Yy td'm thé trang tri treo twong.

“Phong ctia anh Shibaura 13 phong Chi ngdng va Ong 130 chin dai nhi?”

Naoko hoi, cd hai vor chong Shibaura dong loat gat dau.

“Em c¢6 th€ qua phong anh chi choi mét Tan khong? Em mudn dwoc
tha’y noi anh trai minh da thweong xuyén toi.”

Shibaura hit mdt hoi, ngay 14p tirc niém né tra loi.

“Xin ma&i, xin moi! Hai em phai t&i da’y nhé, phong dé dwoe 1dm. Mic
du da’y cting khong phai 1a nha chiing t6i.”

“Phong do6 gidng hét phong chung t61 ma.”

Phu nhén vwra néi chen vao thi bi Bac si huych cti chd, ba khong néi
thém gi ntra.

“Vay thi mét lic nira em dén nhé.”

Shibaura dang lwo'm Phu nhan, nhung nghe Naoko néi xong 4nh mit
anh ta 14p tirc than thién tré lai. Lic ding 1én, Makoto nhdy mat mdt cdi
that nhanh d€ ra hiéu v&i Naoko, ham ¥ cdu ddn ddt mach chuyén 6n day.

Phong Chid ngbng va Ong 140 chan dai ndm phia bén phai phong Humpty
Dumpty ctia bon Naoko. Pirng tredc cra phong, cd gat dau voi Makoto
mot cdi roi go nhe ctra.

C6 ti€ng dap lai “Toi ra ngay day,” sau do la ti€ng bwdc chan voi va ti€n
lai m& cwra.

“M0i cdc em vao.” Shibaura gitt nim da'm ctra, cti dau chao kiu cach
nhwr m6t nhan vién khach san. Sakiko dang ng'6i trén sofa ciing dirng day.

Naoko budc vao phong, hwong thom cta gd hoa tron véoi mii ga dém
moi gidt xoc¢ theamg vao mui. Phia sau c6, Makoto thi tham.

“Hinh nhw can phong nay c6 cdu tric gidng v&i phong clia vor ch'ong
Béc si nhi?”

Naoko ciing nhin quanh ro61 git dau. Sofa, quay pha ch&” d6 uong mini,
gia se\ich, tat cd déu gidng v&i phong Cau London va Me Ngdng Gia.

“Um, ding nhw loi Phu nhin néi, di€ém kh4c nhau chi c6 khung cinh
nhin tir ctra sO va ndi dung tdm thé trang tri treo twong thoi. Cac em cir tw



nhién nhé, xin moi.”

Puwoc Shibaura moi, hai ngwoi ng'di xuéng sofa. Vira ng'di xuéng la cé
th€ nhin thay tdim thé trang tri treo ngay tried’c mit.

“Bai dong dao Chii ngéng phai khong?” Makoto hoi.

Shibaura ng'di d61i dién v&i hai ¢6 gdi 1ién xoay nguwoi ra sau nhin tAm
thé.

“Hinh nhw 14 vdy. N6i m&i nhé, cdu Hara Koichi da tirng ngdm rat k¥
bai dong dao nay.”

Goosey, goosey gander,
Whither shall I wander?
Upstairs and downstairs
And in my lady’s chamber.

“Em xin phép chut nhé.”
Makoto dirng day, doc ndi dung ghi & mit sau tdm thé 1én.

Chii ngdng, chii ngbng,
T6i sé di dau day?
Di lén r0i di xudng,

R6i vao phong vor toi.

“Mot bai dong dao khé hi€u nhi...?”

“Thuc ra bai gd'c con khé hieu hon &y.” Shibaura n6i.

“Bai gbc? Lasao a?”

Nghe Naolfo héi, Shibaura 1i€n goi Sakiko dang chuan bi banh keo. Co
van thoan thoat pha tra va bay d6 ngot, xong giai thich.

“Bai Chii ngdng trong tip d6ng dao Me Ngdng dai hon mot chiit.”

“Ttc 1a c¢6 thém hai hodc ba ciu phai khdng a?”

Naoko nhd Phu nhén tirng néi bai dong dao Cédu London va Me Ngong
Gia tié\’p n6i nhau d€ tao ra mot cau chuyén. Th& nhwng Sakiko rut ré phu
dinh bang giong nhe nhang.



“Khong, khong phai vay. Sau doan nay 1a mdt doan hoan toan ri€ng biét,
ca bai d6 xua't hién trong tip dong dao Me Ngong.”

“MOot bai tho riéng biét? C6 ca chuyén dé sao?” Makoto hoi.

“Piing th&, hinh nhw trong Me Ngbng xuat hién rat nhiéu bai dong dao
nhw vay. Twong ty, nghe néi bai Chii ngdng nay con mot nira ti€p theo nim
& dau do.”

Shibaura chi tay 1én tran nha véi vé bong dua. “Bai Ong ldo chan dai
trén ta'm thé & fang hai hinh nhw cling vay day.”

“Trén tang hai?” Makoto héi.

“Cac em c6 mudn xem khong?”

Nghe Sakiko hdi, 14p tirc hai ngwoi d6ng thanh. “C6 a.”

Tang hai cling cé cau tric hau nhw gidng hét cdn phong clia vor chdng
Béac si. Bi€m khac nhau, nhw vira ndy Shibaura da néi, ¢6 1€ chi 1a khung
canh bén ngoai nhin ra twr ctra s6. Phong kia thi ctra s6 nhin vé phia Nam,
con phong nay ctra s6 huwdng Tay.

“Ta'm thé trang trf & ding kia.”

Sakiko leo 1én trwde, dirng gitka phong, chi vao birc twong d6i dién voi
cau thang. Lai mo6t tAm thé mau vang ndu ma hai nguoi nhin da phat chan
dwore trang tri & chd do.

“Ong ldo chan dai...”

Céa Naoko va Makoto déu lai gan c6 roi doc.

Sing a song of Old father Long Legs.
Old father Long Legs

Can’t say his prayers:

Take him by the left leg,

And throw him down stairs

Hay hdt khiic ca 6ng ldo chan dai,
Ong ldo chan dai,
Lo’i nguyén cau ciing khong the’ noi drore,

Tom lay chan trdi cuia ldo,



ROI quang ldo xudng dwoi ting.

Naoko doc to 1&én ban dich khic & miit sau tAm thé, sau d6 lai ding bén
Makoto ma nhin ddm dim vao bai dong dao bang tié€ng Anh d6.

“Pay 1a bai ndi ti€p sau bai Chii ngdng sao?” Naoko hoi Sakiko.

“Pring vay.” Sakiko trd 1o bang giong nhd nhe nhung d& nghe.

“Nhuw chi vwra gidi thich khi ndy, bai Chii ngdng dwoce in trong tap dong
dao Me Ngdng hién dai 12 bai trén tAim thé trang tri & tAng mot két hop voi
bai nay. L'An xul't ban d4u tién, bai Chii ngdng chi ¢6 phan d4u, y nhw noi
dung trén t&m thé & ting mét. Sau niy chi m&i dwoe nghe Ong chu
Kirihara k€, viéc dich sang ti€ng Nhat ca hai kho thé nay thyc sw ra't phién,
bdi né ¢6 dwore in trong sach dau.”

“Ghép lai, tirc 1a chi don thudn dem x&p hai bai v&i nhau thodi a?”
Makoto hoi.

“V€ co’ ban la nhw vdy... Em mang taA'm thé dé qua day.”

Sau d6, Sakiko di xudng tdng mdt, 161 mot thir gidng nhw so tay ra dwa
cho ciip d6i Naoko xem. Trén d6 1a mot bai d¢dng dao dwoc chép nén noét.

Goosey, goosey gander,
Whither shall I wander?
Upstairs and downstairs
And in my lady’s chamber.
Old father Long Legs
Can't say his prayers:
Take him by the left leg,
And throw him downstairs.

“Trudc tién, ghép hai bai vao v&i nhau nhw thé nay.”
) “ffm, & gitra... bo di dong Sing a song of Old father Long Legs cia bai
Ong ldo chén dai, sau d6 ghép v&i bai Chii ngdng diing khong?”

Makoto ddi chi€u cudn so tay voi tAm thé r'oi noi.

“ffm, n€u nhin bai dong dao trén ta'm thé trang tri thi ddng Ia nhw vay,



th&’ nhwng, hinh nhw vén di ban dau trong bai Ong ldo chdn dai da khong
c6 mAy ciu Sing a song of Old father Long Legs r6i, viy nén chi nghi ring
chi don thuan ghép hai bai lai la dwoe.”

“Ra la vay.” Makoto gat dau ma’y cdi ra vé da hiéu.

“Ttc 1a bai d6ng dao dwoc chép & day chinh la bai dwgc in trong tap
d6ng dao Me Ngbng ding khong a?” Naoko vira chi tay vao cudn sd vira
héi.

“Khong, thuce ra ¢6 thay doi mot chiit.” N6i roi, Sakiko lai di chuyén buit
that nhanh.

Goosey, goosey gander,
Whither shall I wander?
Upstairs and downstairs

And in my lady’s chamber.
There I met an old man

Who would not say his prayers
I took him by the left leg

And threw him down the stairs.

"Day mdi 1a bai dong dao dwoc in trong Me Ngdng."

Sakiko néi v&i giong di€u hét siec binh thwong. Thé nhung Naoko thay
khong phai ndi dung bai dong dao, ma viée c¢d &y c6 the thoin thodit viet lai
cho bon Naoko xem ca bai m&i that phi thwong. Makoto ciing ¢6 cam giac
y hét, lang 1€ quan sat nét mat cua Sakiko khi &y. Chi Shibaura nhan ra
phan rng cuia hai nguoi véi viée nay, anh cwoi giong vui vé.

“Vo anh t0t nghiép khoa Anh vin treong dai hoc nir sinh nén ma’y viéc
nhu thé nay it nhréu ciing lam dwoc.”

C6 th& tha'y anh &y ra't ty hdo vé vor, d6i mét nhd sau gong kinh tron 4nh
1€n 12°p lanh.

“Khong dau, du vdy ciing ra't gidi da’y a.” Makoto ldc 1ic dau vé thdn
phuc. “Nguwoi binh thwong khong the viét dugc vay dau.”

“Khong dau, em lam chi ngai da’y, lam gi d€n murc 8y.”



Sakiko l4c d4u, hai m4 hoi do 1én.

“H6i dai hoc chi dwoc hoc mot chiit vé Me Ngdng, bai d6ng dao nay
cling c6 trong chwong trinh hoc. Vay nén lan dau ti€n dén nha khach nay
va nhin ta'm thé trang tri, chi thd'y c¢6 gi d6 khang khac, khi vé nha da thi
tim hi€u nén d€ lai 4n twong thoi. Chir ma’y bai tho khac chi hoan toan
khong nho gi.”

“Thém ntra, nam ngodi cau Hara Koichi ciling ¢6 hirng thd v&i bai dong
dao nay, ldc &y Sakiko ciing ¢ néi diéu nay cho cdu &y. C6 I€ nho vay nén
md&i thodn thodt viét ra dwoe nhw the'”

Sakiko hoan toan dong tinh v&i lovi gidi thich cda ch'ong.

“Vay doan nay duoc dich nhw thé nao a?”

Naoko hoi. Thyc ra v&i nang lwe cia c6 thi khong phai khéng dich dwoc
may cdu ti€ng Anh don gidn nay, chi 1a ¢c6 mudn biét cach diung tir nhw thé’
ndo, vi c6 vé Me Ngdng co céch ding twr ra't ddc treng. Sakiko vira chAm rai
doc phian dich tho bing ti€ng Nhat, vira viét ludn xudng phia dudi phan
tho ti€ng Anh. Tw trén xudng dwdi, ti phai sang trdi, nét chir vo cung dep.

Chii ngdng, chii ngbng,

T6i sé di dau day?

Di lén r0i di xudng

R6i vao phong vor toi.

O dé t6i gap mot ong ldo

Vi ldo khong cau nguyén.

Nén toi da tiim chdn trdi cua ldo

ROi qudng ldo xuéng dwoi tang .

“Ra viy, dung nhw khi nay chi n6i, n6 da thanh mdt bai dong dao kho
hi€u hon.”

Makoto quay tr¢ lai ding canh Naoko, vira nhin vao cudn so trén tay
Sakiko vira néi. Sakiko dap lai.

“Bai dong dao Ong ldo chan dai & nia sau ctia bai nay hinh nhw binh
thwong khong xua't hién trong tuyén tip d6ng dao truyén miéng nwdc Anh
dau. Nghe ndi tr xwa toi gior, tré con Anh qudc thwong vira doc bai d6ong



dao nay vwra giit phang chan ctia mét loai con trung tén la ru'6i chan dai.
Nhung tai sao lai ghép bai dong dao nay v&i bai Chii ngdng thi khong ai
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Naoko nh¢ ra loi Béc si twng ndi, ¥ nghia khong r6 rang chinh 1a mét
dic trng cua ddng dao Me Ngong. Khong phéi logic, ma giai diéu va nhip
phach m¢i la y€u t& dwgrec wu tién trong nhirng bai dong dao nay. Hai bai
nay dwoc ghép vai nhau c6 1€ cling chi don gian vi né ngdy ngo, hop voi
tré con. Va chi ¢an nhu th& 12 tré con dé dang tiép nhan, khdng phan khang.
Du véy, Naoko cling vé cuing ngac nhién voi von hi€u bié€t sau rong cuia
Sakiko vé dé tai nay. Pwoc khen, ¢6 ngai ngung 18y hai tay xoa ma.

“Khong phéi vdy dau. La nho anh trai ciia Naoko k& cho chi nghe toan
bd cau chuyén lién quan dé&n bai d6ng dao Ong ldo chdn dai nay roi thoi.”

“Anh trai em 4?”

“Puing th¢. CAu Hara ra't c6 hitng thi v&i may bai dong dao duwoc khéc
trén nhitng tAm thé trang tri & mdi phong, vi vdy c4u Ay da 1én phd mua
cudn sach dong dao Me Ngdng. Hinh nhw ciu 4y hoc dwge ra't nhiéu diéu
tw cudn sach d6.”

“Anh trai em mua sdch dong dao Me Ngdng?” Diéu nay cang khéng
dinh thém suy luan cfia hai ngwdi, rang Koichi dd ¢6 y dinh gidi ma 4m hiéu
cta nha khdach Me Ngdong. Th& nhwng diéu khién Naoko d€ tAm hon chinh
14 viéc anh trai c6 da c6 trong tay cudn dong dao Me Ngdng, nhung trong
s& nhirng di vat caa anh lai khong c6 thir nao nhw thé”.

“C6 vé nhu cau Hara da tim hi€u vé y nghia cia cau than chui d6.”

Shibaura chinh lai mit kinh, n6i thém. “Anh khong r& 1dm nhung hinh
nhw cdu &Yy it nhiéu chiu anh hwdng tor Kamijo. Thyc ra ban déu ai ciing ¢6
hitng thi v&i cau than chid d6 nhwng ri dan d4n quén bing di.”

“Em c6 nghe néi anh Hara Koichi thwong vao can phong nay va phong
ctia Béc si. Ngoai ra, anh &y con t&i phong nao khac nira khdng a?” Makoto
héi.

“Anh nghi 1a phong nao cau 2y ciing vao it nhat mot Tan. Ciu &y nodi
mau chot d€ giai ma cau than chu d6 1a doc cac bai dong dao ding trat tw.”

“Poc cac bai dong dao theo ding trinh ty sao...”

Naoko nghi. Nhung 1a trinh ty ki€u gi? Liéu c¢6 phai Ian lwgt toe phong
ngoai cung tinh vao khong?



“A, la cau nay.”

Shibaura nhw chot nhé ra diéu gi, vo hai tay vao nhau roi néi. "Cau
Koichi qua da ting néi cAu nay. Nhwng bdt ddu tir phong nay thi khong
diing."

“Bdt ddu tir phong nay thi khong diing?”

Hai ngudi dwra mét nhin nhau.

9 __ _

Hai ngwoi quay vé phong, dang xem xét k& hoach diéu tra ti€p theo thi
dwoc canh sdt tredng Muramasa goi dén. Tt cAu chuyén nghe dwoc chd vor
ch'ong Shibaura, hai ngudi két luan ring con dwong duy nhit d€ tim ra
chan twong sy viéc chinh 1a gidi 4m hiéu.

Theo sau may canh sat mac dong phuc, hai ngwoi téi gan ciy céau da.
Mt troi sdp 1in, béng ciy cau d& dai dudi ddy vuec.

“Pa lam phién hai co roi.”

Nhin bon Naoko, Muramasa ca't ti€ng. Nhung trong giong di€u ctia dng
chealng c6 vé gi la dy ndy ca.

“Chung t6i da tim thay tdA'm van nhw cac ¢6 mo ta.”

Ong ra ddu bing mit cho vién cinh st bén canh. Ngudi d6 dwa vat
bang gd dang mang bén hdng ra tred¢c mit Muramasa, dong tic c6 phan
cang thazlng.

“Vat bang gd ma hai c6 trong thdy ngay hdm qua cé phai 1a vat nay
khong?”

Naoko ghé mat lai gan, quan sat that ky. Vat d6 it nhi€u bi ban, nhwng
ca d6 day 14n do dai déu khong chéch di dau dwoc. Makoto khoanh tay
tred'c ngue, vé khong ¢an nhin ciing biét.

“To1 nghi chinh 1a vat d6.”

Sau khi nhin Makoto xac nhan, Naoko trd losi. Muramasa gat dau ma’y
cai vé hai long, roi dwa lai vat dé cho vién canh sat.

"Ching t6i tim thd’y bén trong khu rirng ddng kia. Hung thél qua nhién da



qua trung thanh voi hoc thuy€t gidie cdy thi phdi gidu trong rikng."

Muramasa chi tay vé phia ngon ndi doi dién v&i cdy cau da, cuoi 1on.
Chirng ¢t quan trong dwoe tim thd’y, tAm trang 6ng ¢ vé ra't thodi mai.

“Nhw vay c6 the kh:flng dinh day 1a mot vu giét ngwoi r'oi ding khong?”

Nghe Makoto hdi, canh sét tredng gai gai dau midii roi tra loi.

“f)’m, tinh hinh c& ti€n tri€n thé nay thi kha nang dé la ra't Ilon.”

C6 vé nhu khong néi ra y ki€n mang tinh chi quan la th6i quen cda ho
thi ding hon la than trong.

“Li€u vu 4n nay c6 lién quan gi d€n vu 4n cda anh trai Naoko khong?
Céac Ong sé diéu tra lai mot Tan ntra chir?”

Canh sat tredng ngay 1ap tirc tré nén nghiém tic, nhin thfmg vao Naoko
ro1 noi.

“Hién tai, phwong cham cua ching tdi la diéu tra vu nay nhw mot vy dc
1ap. Trong qua trinh diéu tra, n€u cam thay ¢6 moi lién hé v&i vu an nam
ngodi, dwong nhi€n ching t6i s€ di€u tra d€n cung ca vy d6 ntra.”

“Cé vu an hai nam truede ntra chir?”

Naoko héi, nhan manh thém. V& mdt Muramasa c6 chiit nghi€ém nghi.

“Pung thé&’, ca vu an hai nam tred.c nira.”

“Vé vu 4n hai nim tredc, dng Muramasa nim duwoc dén mirc do nio
vay a? N€u c6 th€, xin hay k& cho ching t6i nghe chi ti€t.”

C6 1€ Muramasa khéng ngo’ minh lai bj hai ¢c6 nhéc ga mo yéu cau mét
diéu nhu the. Ong nhin Makoto day nghi hodc mot liic, cudi ciing ciing néi
ra nhirng suy nghi trong dau.

“Pu roi. Biéu tra la cong viéc ctuia ching t6i. Cac quy cd chi can trung
thwe ndi ra nhirng diéu minh biét 1a dwoc. D6 1a sy giip do t6t nha't cho
cong cudc di€u tra cua ching ti roi.”

N6i xong, 6ng ta cwoi ty man roi xoay ngwoi di ma't. Nhin theo bong
leng d6, ba't gidc Naoko 1am bam “That bun xin.” Th& nhung 6ng ta khong
hé ding lai, ¢t the di thing.

“Bun xin that daYy.”

L'an nay Naoko néi v&i Makoto, mong nhian dwoe sy tan thanh. Makoto
nhun vai.

“Thoi, cing chflng con cach nao khic. Kamijo chaamg bao la nhirng



chuyén lién quan dén vu 4n hai nim trede, c hdi chd BEp tredng 1a biét
hay sao. Bon minh qua d6 hoi di.”

Trén dwong quay lai nha khach, bon Naoko gidp Nakamura va Furukawa
cling dang trén duwong tré vé. C6 vé nhw hai ngwoi tiéu té6n kha nhiéu ning
lrong cho chuyé&n trwot tuyét tir sdng t&i gio' nén vira di vira phai cd ging
kéo 1€ gdy va van treg't. The nhwng nhin tha'y hai c¢6 gai, hai anh chang li€n
twoi cuoi, hoat bat.

“Cé4c em di dao 4?” Nakamura hén hé bit chuyén v&i Naoko. “Vu tai
nan "on 2o ciing ling xudng mot chiit roi nhi?”

C6 1€ hai anh chang di trwot tuyét tr som tinh mo’ nén méi ¢6 theé h'on
nhién néi ra mot cau nhw thé. Naoko né nu cwoi bi hi€m, anh chang dén
nhan diy hao y. Co bdng cadm thd’y bidc chan trd nén vo cling nhe nhang
thw thai.

Vé t&i sanh chor, di tha'y Bac si va Kamijo cdm miit vao ban co tir khi
ndo. Phu nhin ngdi bén canh chdng, chdng cam theo ddi vé chdn nan.
Thay bon Naoko di vao, Kamijo cudi toe, khoe ham ring déu tim tip nhu
phim dan piano. Hai ngwoi 187y tap chi trén gid sach, ngdi ding chi€c ban
buoi sang da nghe 1dm dworc Muramasa néi chuyén, d€ ban bac k& hoach
diéu tra ti€p theo. Th& nhwng vira ng'6i xudng chwa dwoe bao lau, Enami
dang nam trén sofa bén canh nhém BAc si dd ngdp ngtng ti¢n lai.

“Xin 101, anh néi chuyén v&i ma’y em mot chit dworc khong?”

“Moi anh.”

Ciing ching ¢6 1y do gi d& tir chdi, Naoko mdi anh ta ngdi vao ghé.

“Nghe n6i em la em gdi cta... cdu Hara Koichi.”

“Vang.”

Co 1€ anh ta ciling da nghe dwoc tie phia Muramasa.

“Chuyén ndm ngodi, qua thyc vo cung thwong tdm... Anh ban viéc qua
nén chéng th€ tham dy 1€ tang ciu &y dworc, thye sy rat xin 16i.”

“Khong c6 gi dau a.”

“Cau Hara cling da doi x& vo cung than tinh voi anh. Dén tan bay gio
anh van ch?ing th€ tin 1a cdu &y bi rdi loan tAm thén, vdy nén anh c ban
khoin méi. Rang c6 thye s 1a cAu &Yy ty sat hay khong.”

Naoko nhin gwong mat anh ta. Cho dén ldic nay, chwra mét ai néi voi ¢6



nhirng loi nhw thé”. Co cd hét siec d€ giong ndi dwore ty nhién.

“Y anh 12 sao a?”

“Em bi€t chuyén can phong d6 1a mdt can phong kin ch?”

Anh ta vira nhin vé phia ma’y ngwoi choi cor vira hoi.

“Em biét.”

“MOot trong nhitng bang chitng quan trong nha't dan dén gia thuyét tu st
chinh la can phong kin d6. Thé’ nhung bay gio’ nght lai, can phong kin d6
chang phai cé chit ky la hay sao?”

“Tuc 1a?”

“Thyc ra budi t6i hdm do6, ngwoi di goi Koichi IAn dau tién 1a anh va
Takase. Khi &y ctra chinh khong khéa, chi c¢6 ctra phong ngu dwoc khoa
thoi.”

Naoko gat dau. Biéu nay khdp véi cau chuyén Takase k€ cho ¢6 nghe.
Cau &y n6i minh da di cung voi mdt khach tro, hdéa ra ngwoi d6 1a Enami.

“Thé& roi, mdt Iic sau Takase lai di goi Tan ntra, [an nay ca ctra chinh
cling khéa. Sau d6, cho t&i khi phat hién sy viéc, canh ctra d6 khéa sudt.
Vay nén, chi c¢6 thé cho ring chinh Koichi d4 khéa cénh ctra d6. Loai khéa
ay khong phai 1a khéa ty dong, cho nén néu khong cé chia khda thi chi c6
thé khéa cira tir bén trong, chia khéa lai nam trong tdi quan cta Koichi.
Hon ntra, chia khéa dy phong dugc xdc nhan 1a khong ai mang ra dung. Va
th&’1a ngwoi ta két luin day 1la mot vu tw sat.”

“Nhung diéu doé thi em déu da dwoc nghe roi.”

“Chi 1a anh th@y ¢6 chit ky la. Thoi di€m tredc khi ciu &y tw sat, khi
bon anh dén Tan dau ti€n, mac du cé goi ctra nhwng khong hé nghe ti€ng tra
loi. Canh sat két luan do ciu 4y bj rdi loan tdm than r'6i khép lai vu viéc.”

“Y anh 14 khi d6 anh trai em da chét r'oi ding khong?”

“Pung th¢".” Enami n6i ro rang. “Nhuwng n€u vay thi s€ c6 mdt nghi van
dwore ddt ra: ai va lam thé nao da khda dwge civa chinh. Pwong nhién,
khong c6 chia khoa vin c¢6 thé€ khéa ctra lai tr bén trong, nhung nhw thé
d6ng nghia v&i viéc chinh ngwoi d6 cling bi nhdt lai trong phong.”

“Anh c6 cach giai thich hgp 1y sao?”

L’an dau tién Makoto Ién ti€ng hoi.

“Ciing chwa th& goi 12 cach gidi thich hop 1y... th¢’ nhung anh cho ring



mau chdt ndm & chia khéa cia ciin phong. N&u canh ctra d6 khéa thi khong
ai c¢6 th€ vao trong dwoc ding khong? Mudn ra khdi phong cling chi cé
cach di qua ctra chinh. Nhung né&u khong cé chia khoa, thi chi cé thé khoa
ctra tir bén trong. N&u vay thi c¢é th€ cho rang, khi anh va Takase g6 clra
phong, c6 ngwoi dang trén trong d6.”

“C6 nghia I1a hung tha doi anh Enami va Takase di khoi, lién ra khoi
phong ngt va khéa ctra chinh lai tw bén trong ding khong?”

Makoto 14p tirc dap lai. Qua nhién dau 6¢ ¢6 phén tich ra't nhanh.

“Thé& nhwng lam thé& nao ngwoi d6 ra khdi phong dwoc?”

“Co 1€ la treo qua ctra s0.”

Makoto dwa ra y ki€n, Enami cling gat dau dong tinh.

“Anh nghi c6 th& khéa ctra s& lai tir bén ngoai bang cach thirc nao dé.
Né&u lam duoc diéu &y thi ai ving mit sanh chd khi d6é sé thanh ké kha
nghi. Nhwng thit dang ti€c, anh khdng sao nhd dwoce tinh trang & phong
cho khi d6. Vi qua tip trung choi poker, dén gitra ching con cing Kurumi
choi backgammon... Hon nira, néu khong thé khéa citra sO tir bén ngoai thi
¢O nodi ra di€u nay cling chéng cO y nghia gi.”

Naoko hinh dung lai c&u tric ctia ctra s6. D6 1a loai ctra ¢6 hai 16p, 16p
bén ngoai va 1op bén trong déu c6 chd't riéng.

“Anh Enami da tht kiém tra r'oi ding khong?” Makoto hdi. Thé nhung
Enami chi dam chiéu.

“Anh da thtr lam & ctra sO phong minh, nhung khong tha’y cach nao kha
thi ca. N&u khong thi tai hién treong thi cling ch?ing theé' ndi gi dwge.”

Naoko cling nghi vay. Liic nao vé phong phai thit ki€m tra lai ngay m&i
dworc...

“Thé& nhung, néu ra ngoai bing dwdong ctra so thi kiéu gi ciing d€ lai dau
chan ding khong. Tuyét roi kha day ma.” Makoto dung ngon trd chi ra phia
sau minh va noi.

“Ping 1a nhw vay. Nhwng né€u ngay ldc nay em thir quan sat cling sé
tha’y, bén ngoai ctra sO la dwong di tir sau bép dén nha kho, thé” nén nhan
vién nha khach, nha't 1a Takase, thwong xuyén di lai va tao ra rd't nhiéu da'u
chan. B&i vay khung canh ldc d6 khong phai kiéu trén nén tuyét tring c6
nhirng ddu v€t ndi bat nhw trong ti€u thuyét trinh thim dau. Hon nira, buoi
t0i xay ra vy an tuy€t khong roi qua day, anh nghi s€ c¢6 rdt nhiéu dau



chan.”

“Tém lai 1a du hung thd c6 d€ 1ai da'u chan di chang ntra, thi cling khong
th€ phan biét duwgc voi nhirtng da'u chin khac?” Makoto hi.

“Pung vdy.” Enami trd 1oi. “Nhtng di€u anh mu6n ndi chi ¢6 the” thoi.
Anh c ban khodn vé chuyén d6 maii, nhung chang thé€ néi voi nhirng
khéch tro khac dwgrc.”

C6 1& vay, Naoko nghi, n€u anh ta dem chuyén nay noi ra thi khac nao
khang dinh trong s6” khach tro cé hung thd giét nguoi.

“Clu thay sao?”

Sau khi anh ta di khdi, Naoko hdi bang giong thi tham. Liic nay, nét miit
Makoto c6 chut dam chiéu.

“Vé mit logic thi t& hi€u, nhung to thdy viéc khéa cira s6 dé tor bén
ngoai la diéu khong the.” Co néi.

Sau do, chi ¢6 Nakamura da thay bo d6 khdc t&i chd hai co dang ng'6i.

“Hai em dang lam gi th&?”

Anh ta tro’ trén ng'6i xudng canh Naoko. Bi mui nwdc hoa nam lam cho
kho chiu, c6 ba't gidc quay mat di.

“Clung udng mdt chit nhé? S€ thodi mai hon day.”

Anh ta quay d4u lai, chi vé phia quay 1& tan. Naoko chot nhé dénh mdt
chuyén, & btra tiéc h'6i nam nha't cing c6 mot anh chang rd cd nhw thé nay.

“Khong, cam on anh.”

Van chi nhin vé phia Bdc si va Kamijo dang choi co, ¢6 ddp. Vi loai
dan 6ng nay c6 lanh lung cling chang van dé gi. Thé nhung anh ta khong
bd cude ngay.

“Vay thi qua phong bon anh choi nhé? Chd nay ching hop d& chuyén
tro gi ca... V&i lai, chic Furukawa ciing sip tim xong roi day.”

C6 1& sor ma’y ngwoi chd Béc si nghe dworc sé chging hay ho gi nén anh ta
noi nhu thi thim vao tai ¢d. Hoi thd néng rdy cda anh ta 1am ¢d kho chiu.
Binh thwong nhing lic nhw the€ nay, Makoto s€ lwom d&i phwong chdy mét
de giai vay cho ban, th&’ nhwng hom nay c¢6 chang cé vé gi la s€ l1am thé’.
Cudi cung, c6 con ding Ién va néi ra mot cau khién Naoko khé tin vao tai
minh.

“Pi di, Naoko.”



Naoko strng sdt, ngudc mét 1én nhin Makoto. C6 van than nhién.

“Toi c6 viéc chd B&p tredng mot chit nén phai vao nha dn biy gio.
Phong ctia anh Nakamura ¢ dau &y nhi?”

Tha’y tinh th&" ba't ngo thay doi, anh ta dap giong hon hé.

“Phong Hanh trinh m&i nhé. Ngay d4u hanh lang r€ trdi 1a t&i.”

“Qua nhién, 1a phong Hanh trinh méi day.”

N6i xong Makoto nhin vé phia Naoko, 4nh mét day an y. Cudi cling thi
cd ciling hi€u dwoe y @6 clia Makoto. Pay chinh la co’ hdi d€ gidi am hiéu.
Con Makoto c6 I& dinh t&i chd Bép tredng tham thinh vEé vu 4n hai nim
truede.

“Puwoc khong? Chi mdt chut thoi.”

Khong hé biét ring hai ngwdi dang trao ddi v&i nhau bang ngdn ngir
khong loi, Nakamura néi giong xu ninh. D& gidi ddp dwore bi an, chang con
cach nao khéc. C6 dap giong chang may vui vé.

“M0ot chat thi dwoc.”

“Quy¢€t dinh vay nhé.”

Nakamura vui vé dirng ddy. Naoko nhin sang, Makoto nhdy mét dong
vién c0.

Goi la Hanh trinh moi khdong phai bdi c¢6 diém gi d6 khac biét. Can
phong nay c6 cdu tric gidng hét véi phong ctia bon Naoko, chi ndi dung
dwoc khic trén tAm thé treo twong 1a khdc.

The land was white,

The seed was black;

It will take a good scholar
To riddle me that.

“Em xin phép mot chut.”
Naoko xin phép Nakamura, 14t mit sau ctia tdm thé trang tri, ni dung

ban dich ti€ng Nhat nhw sau.

Trong long ddt trdng,



Mot hat mam den;
Dé’ gidi dworc cau do nay
Can phdi hoc hoi thoi.

Diéu dau tién thu hit sy chid y ctia Naoko la tw hgt mdm den. Trong ciu
chuyén cta Béc si, khi nhin bai dong dao Cédu London anh Koichi da néi ra
cum tw nay. Hat mdm den ma anh Koichi néi li€u ¢6 phai ni dung cia bai
ddng dao nay khong? Ngoai ra con mdt di€m nghi van nwra, dé 1a tén can
phong nay. C6 th€ thd'y dwong nhw céi tén Hanh trinh moi chzalng an nhép
gi voi bai dong dao nay.

“Anh c¢6 biét tai sao tén ctia bai dong dao nay la Hanh trinh moi khong
a?”

Naoko quay dau lai héi. Nakamura chi khé li€c vé phia tA'm thé trang tri
roi dp voi vé khong chit hirng tha.

“Um, tai sao nhi?”

Anh ta 16i tw trong ba 16 ra mot chai brandy. R6t cudc anh ta dinh du
minh udng reou a?

Anh ta 18y chi€c cdc udng rworu brandy de trén gia xudng, rét vao mot
phén ba ly roi mang cho Naoko, sau d6 18y coc cho minh.

“Trwde tién, cung can ly nao.”

“Hai anh ldc nao cling & phong nay a?”

Phét 1o hanh dong mudn cham ly ciia Nakamura, Naoko hoi.

“Um, ding th¢". Ciing chrflng phéi vi nguyén vong gi ddc biét.”

“Vay con y nghia cta bai dong dao nay, anh c6 bi€t khong a?”

“Anh khong quan tim d&n muic &y dau. Chi 1a teng nghe Furukawa doc
qua & hidu sdch hay dau d6. Anh khdc moi ngwdi, thudc dang ching hing
thd 14m v&i ma’y thi nay.”

N6i vdy nhung c¢6 vé nhw anh ta nhén thdy can phai n6i mot chit vé dé
tai nay, nén cudi cung cling chiu nhin vé phia td'm thé trang tri.

“Khong c6 y nghia gi to tat cd. Chi don gian 1a mot cau d6. Hat mam
den trong long da't tring, d6 1a cdi gi. Pdp 4n 1a trang gid’y ¢ in chir. Mot
ciu d& tré con v& van thoi. Ngay xwa thwong ¢6 may cdu d& don gian ki€u
nay ma.”



Nakamura kéo ghé€” giuc cd ng6i xudng, vé mudén két thic dé tai nay &
day. Naoko mién cudng lam theo, nhung muc dich ¢6 dén cin phong nay
van 1a vi tAm thé trang trf treo twong. CO lai hoi:

"Tai sao di€u nay lai lién quan t&i Hanh trinh moi?"

Anh ta kéo gh€” dinh ng6i xudng canh cd, gwong mit thodng hién vé
chén nan.

“Chju.”

“La that da’y, 1a tai sao nhi?”

“Nay Naoko, ma’y chuyén ki€u d6 em thit di hdi Ong chii &y. Vi anh ta
mai 1a ngwoi dat tén cho ma’y can phong nay ma. Con khi & bén anh, dirng
héi nhirng chuyén ma anh cheatng the tra loi thé” dwore khong?”

“A vang, em xin 16i.”

Nakamura binh tinh lai, bi€u cam trén mat gian ra. Thé nhwng ngay sau
d6, anh ta lai phdi ngwdc nhin Naoko v&i dnh mét vo cliing ling ting. Co
dat chi€c cc xudng, d6ng thoi dirng day.

“Em sao thé’, Naoko?”

“Thi...” Naoko tam tim cwdi. “Em di hoi Ong chi. R4t xin 18i vi dd 1am
phi€n anh.”

Lic Naoko déng ctra, Nakamura van chwa hét ngd ngang, con ngdi
nguyén & gh&. Liic bit dau di ra hanh lang, co6 nghe thay ti€ng d6 vt va
dap vao ctra. Vi khong du can dadm d€ ném c6c rwgu trén tay nén anh ta da
ném g6i ching? Nhung du ¢6 1a gi thi ki€u dan 6ng ngd ngan ay chflng bao
gio’ lam ¢6 ban tam.

Ong chil dang ditng trong quay I& tan, sic mit c6 vé khong t6t Iim nhung
van vui vé ti€p chuyén v&i Naoko va nghiém tic trd 1o cdc ciu hoi cod dit
ra.

Y 29

“Y nghia tén goi ctia phong Hanh trinh m&i 4?7 Cau hdi nay khé day.

“Anh cling khong bi€t sao?”

“Thanh thyc ma néi, ding 1a vay. Tt ldc ngwoi ban Anh qudc nhwgng
noi nay lai chq to1, can phong da dworc ddt t€n thé roi1. bung nhu ¢6 néi, ndi
dung dwore khac trén tA'm thé trang tri treo twong va cai tén Hanh trinh mo'i



¢ vé chang lién quan gi d&n nhau ca.”

_“Hanh trinh méi_ 1 t dwoe Ong cha dich ra ding khong a? T goc
ban dau ciand la...?”

"Chinh xac la Start. Vi vay, cling c6 th€ dich 1a Xudt phdt, th€ nhwng xét
mic d6 phu hop véi mét nha khach thi t6i nghi nén dich 1a Hanh trinh
moi."

_“Start..._ Vay a, la Start sao?”

Khi ndy bi Nakamura birc bach qua nén c6 khong kip nhin k¥ td'm thé
treo ctra. Naoko thir nham lai bai d6ng dao tén Start d6. Vi chi 1a mdt bai
d'dng dao ngén nén cd cé thé nhé ngay.

Trong long ddt trdng,
Mot hat mam den;

Dé gidi dworc cdu dd" nay
Cén phdi hoc hoi thoi.

Tw cdu do’kich thich suy nghi cua Naoko. Tai sao bai dong dao nay lai
cO tén Start?

“L€ nao...”

Co ba't gidc néi thanh tiéng. Ong cha dang tap trung pha ca phé, khong
nghe r6 c6 ndi gi lién hoi lai.

“Cai gi co?”

“Khdng c6 gi a.” Naoko lac dau may cdi.

Phdi chang bai dong dao nay chinh la doan mo dau de’ doc dm hiéu?

Suy nghi dé chot 16e 1€n trong dau Naoko. Start khong phai 1a hanh
trinh moi hay xudt phdt, ma c6 1€ nén dich 1a mé ddu thi hop 1y hon. Vi
lai, doan D¢’ gidi dwoc cdu do nay, can phdi hoc hoi thdi qua nhién 1a am
chi trat tw doc am hiéu.

“Ong chi, cdm on da tiép dai.”

Vi qua phan khich, c6 quén mat ring minh con chwa udng chit ca phé
nao da ndéi cdm on roi nhanh chéng quay vé phong. Toan than cd néng
bwng. Vira vao phong, c6 khoéa ctra roi 16i tAm ban d6 d6 ra. Mot Tan nira
thir nhin lai cach b6’ tri cac can phong.



Qua ding nhw minh nghi, Naoko gat gu.

Cér} phong Mé& dau, by gior thi c6 dd hoan toan tin rang Start phai duoc
dich bang tw dé. Néiu khong tinh phong Cau London va Me Ngbng Gia thi
d6 chinh 1a phong nam & vi tri dau tién ctia nha khach nay. Hon ntra, phong
Cau London v Me Ngdng Gia lai ndm & mot toa riéng biét.

“Cdu @y noi mdu chot dé’ gidi md cdu thdn chi do la doc cdc bai dong
dao diing trdt tw.”

Naoko nh¢ lai 1o cia vor chdong Shibaura. N6i cach khac, cé th€ twr can
phong M¢ dau Tan lwgt doc cac bai dong dao 1a s€ giai dwore am hiéu. Néu
vay thi bai dong dao ti€p theo s€ 1a...

Anh mét ctia Naoko vira ding lai & ciin phong c¢6 tén Thanh Paul thi
nghe tha’y ti€ng lach cach ngoai ctra chinh. Hinh nhw Makoto da quay tr¢
lai. Vira m& ctra ra, Makoto 1ién vong ngén cdi v&i ngén trd thanh da'u OK.

“Nhin mat cau thi cé vé thu hoach cting kha da'y nhi?”

“Pang Ay sic dién ciing khong té chiit nao dau.”

Makoto dwa mét ki€m tra hanh lang réi déng ctra lai.

“C6 chuyén mudn k€ voi t& ding khong?”

“Vay thi, nghe chuyén clia ding &y tredce di.”

Hai nguoi ng'di d6i dién nhau bén ban.

Naoko giai thich Hanh trinh moi ¢6 th€ hi€u thanh MJ ddu, t d6 suy ra
day chinh Ia bai dong dao m¢ dau d€’ doc am hiéu, va chuyén trong bai nay
c6 chira tw hat mdm den. Makoto nhin bai dong dao Md ddu ma Naoko viét
lai r'oi 1am bam.

“Tuyét that day.”

“Van dé 12 hat mam den c6 y nghia gi? Chéc phai quay lai phong Bdc si
mot [an nwra roi.”

“T¢ ciing nghi vay.” Naoko dong tinh.

“A, Makoto k& thu hoach ctia cdu di. C4u ciing biét khong it ding
khong?”

“Clng tam tam.”

Makoto khoe ham ring tring béng. Sau d6 cd 16i tir trong tdi quan bd ra
mot mau gidy, m& ra tred'c mit Naoko. Nét chir goc canh rd't nam tinh,
cach vi€t hoi thau. Naoko bi€t day la nét chir dac trung ctia Makoto.



“Nguwoi bi roi xudng vyge chét hai nam tredc 1a mot nguwoi dan Ong
khoang 50 tudi tén Kawasaki Kazuo, kinh doanh mot ti€ém da quy &
Shinjuku. B6 khong phai Tan dau tién 6ng ta d€n nha khach nay. Khoang
ntra nam trede thoi di€m xay ra tai nan, Ong ta tirng dé€n day mot Tan vao
mia he. Ong ta bj roi tir trén ciy ciu dd xudng vao budi ti ngay thi hai.
Nguwoi ta 1y gidi nguyén nhan cdi chét cia Ong ta 1a do bi trwot chan roi
xudng.”

“Khong phai la tha doan giong Ian nay nhi?”

“Pén gio thi khong the€ xac nhan dwgc diéu nay ntra roi, tuy nhién that
khé ma tin dwgc la canh sat khong thé phat hién ra chit vét tich nao cua
viéc dung thu doan giét ngwoi.”

“U.”

“Theo nhw &n twgng cia BEp tredng thi d6 1a mot ngwoi it ndi va t dot.
Ong ta hau nhw khong néi chuyén v&i nhitng vi khach khic. Nhitng vi
khach ¢6 mit & thoi di€m xdy ra vu dau tién nay chi ¢6 v chdong Bac si va
Shibaura nim nay van quay tré lai. Ngoai ra con ¢6 Enami, thé nhwng khi
d6 anh ta chwa c6 y thirc vé su gin két tip th€ nén hinh nhu chealng ban tam
gi dén vu tai nan. Nghe dau con c¢6 ca cau chuyén phia sau vu tai nan nay,
B&p tredng bi€t dwoe khi tham dy ddm tang 6ng Kawasaki. Hinh nhw nghe
may ngwoi ho hang ctia 6ng ta ke’

“Cau chuyén ding sau &y 1 gi the?”

Naoko di tirng nghe ai d6 k& rang, trong ddm tang ngwdi ta thwong ng'di
1€ d6i mach da thir chuyén lic sinh thei cia ngwoi qua cd'.

“Phai nd6i tin quan trong trede chi.”

C6 18 khong dinh mau me gi nhwng Makoto van nghiém tic rdo tredce
don sau.

“Bép tredng hi€m khi néi chuyén nay cho ngwoi khic. Ma ¢6 1€ cling
do khong ai mudn nghe, ho cd ging hét sitc d& khong dong cham vao.
Tham khao mot chdt, theo cdu thi ngwoi gan didy nhat Bép trwdng néi
chuyén cung vé van dé€ nay la ai?”

“P& xem...”

Naoko ngim nghi. Mgt khi Makoto dd néi ki€u nay thi chic chin c6
diéu gi d6 an chira bén trong. C6 ngang dau lén.

“LE& nao la... anh trai t&'?”



“Chinh x4c.” Makoto ddp. “Anh Koichi cling bi€t chuyén nay. Néi cach
khéac, ching ta dang T'an theo cuing mét 19 trinh voi Koichi.”

“Ttc la anh trai to da giai ma am hiéu va dat nghi van vé vu tai nan hai
nam tred’c ding khéng?”’

“Piing thé&". Va do d6, ciu chuyén ding sau tai nan nay...”

N6i dén diy, Makoto gio ba ngén tay Ién, dwa ra tred'c mat Naoko.

“Co6 ba chuyén.”

“Ba chuyén?”

“Pung vay. Thwong thi BEp tredng chi néi ¢ hai thoi. Ly do thi t& sé
gidi thich sau, con bay gio hay nghe chuyén d6 da. Chuyén déu tién, nhirng
ngudi ho hang cia dng Kawasaki i tai nhau rang cdi chét cia dng ta khong
phdi tai nan ma 12 mot vu ty sat. Hon th&’, hau hé&t bon ho con tin chic diéu
nay.”

“Tu sat? C6 can ctr gi khong?”

Lap tirc, Makoto gio’ ngdn trd tay phai 1én chi vao bung minh.

“Ong Kawasaki bj ung thw da day. T4t nhién bdc si khéng chii djnh néi
theamg v&i bénh nhan, nhwng 6ng &y da ty nhan ra.”

“Vi thé’ ma 6ng 8y tw sat?”

“Nguwoi ta d6n vay. Ung thw da day, lai 1a giai doan cudi thi coi nhw xéac
dinh roi con gi.”

Thé& nhung chwa chic diéu dé da thanh dong cor d€ ty sat, Naoko nghi.

“Chuyén thit hai cling khong c6 gi to tét, chi 12 may chuyén ki€u nay dé
bj phoi bay trong ddm tang thi phai. Ong Kawasaki & r€, tiéng 13 ngudi
kinh doanh d4 quy nhung toan bo thirc quyén lai nim trong tay ba vo, 6ng
ta chi la gidm d6c bu nhin théi. Nghe néi ngay ca viéc gidm dinh da quy
ong ta ciing khong dugc phép lam theo y minh. Thé nén sau khi k€t hon
khong 1au Ong ta da cap ke véi mot phu nir khac va con ¢6 con voi nguoi ta
ntra. Khi chuyén dé vo ¢, giam doc tién nhiém da qud trach roi dwa mot
khodn tién d€& cit @it quan hé, nén moi chuyén ciing c6 vé xudi xudi.
Nhung 6t cudc 6ng Kawasaki khong chwra degre cdi tat lang nhang, chfmg
bao lau sau 6ng ta lai c6 m61 quan hé ngoai luong. Ba vor so' miéng lwoi
thé” gian nén danh nhan nhin chit that tAm ciing da nghi dén chuyén ly hon.”

Chuyén rd qua con gi, Naoko thé dai. Tai sao dan 6ng thwong thé nhi?



“Khong th€ tin dwore 1a anh trai t& lai ¢6 hirng thd véi may chuyén thé
nay.” Co n6i giong c¢é vé byc doc.

“Pong y. Con chuyén thir ba ntra, t& cling thi hoi do Bé€p trudng roi.
Ring c6 phai anh d3 néi ca chuyén nay véi Koichi khong? B&p trudng sau
mdt h'6i ling ting cudi cuing da thira nhin. Hinh nhw anh ta méc cdi tit c
udng reou vao 1a chuyén gi ciing tudn ra hét. Um, né&u 12 bon minh thi cling
quan tdm may chuyén ki€u d6. Chi 1a khong mudn bi coi la toc mach nén
phéi kiém ché thoi.”

“MOot chuyén dang k&€ ma.”

“U, vay nén t& nghi anh Koichi chic chin ciing c6 d€ tam.” Giong
Makoto s6i noi. Dwong nhw ¢6 dang rat hwng phan, lién tuc 1i€m méi.
“Trwde khi d&n nha khach nay, 6ng Kawasaki ciing thwong xuyén bd nha
di. Sau khi 6ng ta chét, ca vor va con cdi déu biét dng ta tirng dé€n day. Thyc
ra, ho da nho nguoi theo doi.”

“Ha?”

50 tudi con bod nha di, Naoko thdy cé gi d6 ky la. Treong hop nay goi la
bién mdt thi ding hon.

“Vé ddng co’ bd nha di, ngwoi nha 6ng ta nghi ¢6 1€ bi€t minh bi ung thw
da day, da dén giai doan can k€ cdi chét roi, nén 6ng ta mudn vui vé tan
hwdng thang ngay con lai. Cling c6 may bo phim d¢ tai ki€u thé nhi.”

Naoko nhé d&n bo phim Song ctia dao dién Kurosawa Akira. Makoto
ti€p tuc.

“P¢€ sdng sung tic nhirtng ngay con lai thi can c6 tién. Th&” nhwng ban
than Kawasaki gan nhw khong c6 chit tién bac nao. Toan bd tai san déu
ding tén vor, hinh nhw d&h ca tién tidu vit cling bj thit chit d€ tranh ong ta
1én it ngoai tinh. Qud ting quan, 6ng ta danh phadi 14y cip d6 cha cira
hang.”

“Tic la 6ng ta 18y d'0 chia ctira hang r'éi bd trdn?”

“Khong, néu 18y d6 trong ctra hang thi nhan vién s€ phat hién ra ngay.
Vay nén thir ma 6ng ta 18y mang di hinh nhw 1a da quy tredc khi dwoc ché”
tdc thanh nhin hay vong co. Nhitng nguyén liéu tho &y. Dic biét 1a kim
cwong va ngoc thach, né€u gom ta't ca lai ciing 1én t&i vai chuc triéu yén.”

“Vai chuc triéu yén?”

Naoko hinh dung, s6" tién dé phai twong dwong thu nhap mdt nam cua



tuy€n thd bong chay hang dau. N6i cach khac, n€u khong quy ra nhw vay
thi ¢d khong hinh dung n6i con s&” d6 1'n nhw nao.

“Tac la 6ng Kawasaki mang theo kh&i tai san vai chuc triéu yén bén
ngudi khi ra khdi nha. Van dé nim & ddy. Khi x4c 6ng 4y dwoe phét hién,
thi ngwoi ta khong tim dwore ba't cir thir gi trong khd'i tai san &y.”

“Pa bj 18y ma't sao?”

“Co 1€ 1a vay. The¢ nhung theo nhirng gi canh sat di€u tra dwore thi hoan
toan khong thdy tam hoi khoi tai san ay. Hodc ciing ¢6 thé trede khi toi
nha khach nay da xady ra chuyén gi d6. Tat ca nhirng di€éu &y déu chwa
dworc lam r5.”

“Vai chuyc triéu yén vin con trong béng td1 sao...”

Naoko khong hinh dung ndi s tai san bi ma't d6 nhiéu c& nao. Néu ¢6
sO tién do trong tay thi mua dwgc nhirng gi nhi?

“Hét. Bo 1a ta't ca nhirng gi t& nghe dwore tw BEDp treong.”

Makoto vudt téc 1én r'oi quay lai ghé ng6i, y néi da d&€n quang ngung
ctia mot cau chuyén dai.

“Thit din dét suy ludn ldc nay khong phai 14 chiing ta thd'y cAu chuyén
nay thé nao, ma la Koichi tha’y thé nao. Ki€u nhw la anh &y da cam thady ra
sa0, anh &y c6 hing thi v&i diéu gi. O day ching ta c6 mot goi ¥, d6 1a tai
sao Koichi lai quan tim dén am hiéu d6 toi vay.”

Nghe cach néi chuyén ciia Makoto, c6 th€ cam nhan dworc cd &y da suy
nghi rat ky cang. Naoko ciing 100 mo’ hi€u dwore diéu ma cd &'y mudn noi.

“C6 1& anh Koichi cho rang kh&i da quy c6 gid tri vai chuc triéu yén Ay
dang duorc ca't giau dau d6 quanh nha khich nay.”

“Y céu la dja di€m ca't gidu ah chira trong 4m hiéu d6?”

Makoto gat dau thit manh.

“Thé& nhung ngwoi tao ra am hiéu d6 khong phai 6ng Kawasaki ma la
ngwoi phu nit Anh qudc chi cli cda nha khach nay, dding khong? Lam sao
ma kh&i da quy do lai dwore chon & dia di€m an trong am hiéu co’ chr?”

“Piéu nay chi don thudn 1a suy luan cia t& théi.” Makoto néi 15. “Ong
Kawasaki ciling bi€t ciu thdn chi Me Ngdng 1a mot 4m hiéu, hon nira 6ng
ay con giai dwgrc am hiéu d6 roi. Tredc khi ty sat, ong &y khong bi€t phai
xw 1y khoi tai san dang c¢6 nhw thé nao, nén da nghi t&i viéc dem gidu &



mQt dia di€m c6 s&n 4m hiéu. Gidu d4 quy & mot noi ¢6 4m hiéu chi dan,
chang phai ra't lang man hay sao?”

Naoko c6 chit ngac nhién, khong phai b&i sy nhay bén trong suy luan
ctia Makoto ma b&i c6 &y da dung tw ldng man. Tw trede téi nay, cd Ay
lu6n di tng v&i may tw ki€u nay. Ban thdn Makoto khi nhén ra diéu do
cling vO cung ngwong nghiu.

“Cau c6 gi phan bién khong?”

Naoko lic dau. “T¢ tdn thanh. C6 diéu, t& khong hiéu tai sao anh trai t&
lai bi€t da quy dwoc chdn & dia di€m c6 am hiéu?”

“Puing the".”

Giong diéu cia Makoto chirng td cd cling da suy nghi ra't nhi€u vé di€m
do.

“C6 1€ anh Koichi tin vao diéu ay. Pay moi chi don thuan la suy ludn
thoi, nhwng t& nghi bay gio’ cling khong can qua quan tim dén chuyén 2.
biéu quan trong la ching ta da bi€t dwerc anh Koichi ra strc gidi am hiéu d€¢
lam gi.”

Naoko lang 1€ git d4u. C6 nhén ra chi c¢an hi€u dwoc dén tin truedc lic
qua doi anh trai da tim ki€m diéu gi, do'c hét dam mé lam gi cling da 1a mot
tién trién 1on r'oi.

“Né&u ding 1a anh trai t& ¢6 mo wde gidi dwgrc am hiéu 2%y, thi khad nang
anh &Yy ty sat s€ cang thap di phai khong?”

Naoko c& ging dung giong diéu binh tinh d& néi, nhung cdm xiic cir
dang trao manh li€t trong cd, ban than c6 cling nhan ra diéu do. Thuc &
toan than c6 da néng bung.

“Pung vay.”

Cam nhan dwoc cam xidc ciia Naoko, Makoto cling manh mé dap 1oi.
“Anh Koichi khong tw st, ma bi giét. To' nghi by gio ching ta ¢6 the
khang dinh diéu dé dwoc r'6i.”

Bi giét...

Cum tr d6 dim thang vao tim ¢o.

Anh trai bj gi€t.

“Tai sao nha't dinh phai giét anh &y cht?”

Lé néng dang 1én trong ddi méit cd, roi chdm chiam lin xudng. Makoto



nhin cd, hoi thd cling nghen lai.
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Co6 ti€ng gd ctra. Naoko twdng Takase 1én thong bdo gio dn 61 nhw moi
khi, thé’ nhung ding triedre cira lai 1a Enami v&i vé mat cang thang.

“T6i qua vi c6 diéu thic mic.” Anh ta néi. "Chuyén d6... chuyén chdt
ctra sO 4y, cac em da thir tim hi€u chwa?

Enami c6 vé kha ban tam dén van dé can phong kin.

“R6i a. Nhung khong kha quan 14m.”

“Vay a...”

Anh ta nhin xudng v&i vé hoi tha't vong.

“A... m&i anh vao.”

Naoko nép ngwoi qua mot bén, moi Enami. Anh ta ngdp nging mot
chit, néi “Anh xin phép.” roi buwdce vao.

O phong khach, Makoto dang nhin tim ban d6 khu nha khéach. Anh ta
huwdng mét vé phia tAm ban ¢ va ma’y bai dong dao d&€16n xdn trén ban.

“Cau Koichi cling thwong xuyén lam thé€ nay.” Anh ta néi giong cam
khai.

Sau khi Naoko din t&i phong ngt, anh ta ti€n thealng dén phia ctra s0,
quan st cAu tao chdt cira. C6 vé nhw anh ta nghi ring diy 13 di€ém mau
chdt ciia van de.

“Qua nhién la ctra sO bén nay ciling c6 cdu tao dang chot giong ctra sO
phong anh.” Anh ta vira van chot vira 1am bam.

“T6i nghi khong th€ dung chi hay day thép d€ khéa ctra tir bén ngoai
dwoc dau.”

Dot nhi€n, Makoto dén bén canh Naoko va no6i. “Vi toa nha nay dwoc



xdy & x& lanh, nén ngwoi ta thi€t k& ctra s6 hoan toan khong cé khe hé d€
g16 khong lot qua dworc.”

“Co vé la vay nhi?”

Anh ta dirng ddy, bi€u cam nhr mudn tw bd.

“Chi la... t61 nghi c6 mdt cach. Cach nay t6i da doc trong mdt cudn sach
nao d6. Pau tién hung thu gai chdt ctra & vi tri ¢d the roi xudng roi dung
tuy€t hay vat gi d6 chan lai, sau do6 ra khoi phong. Khi ctra dong lai, tuy€t
s€ tan ra va chdt ty roi xu6ng nho stirc nang ctia chinh né...”

“Mot pheong phdp kha quen thudc nhi. Nhung loai chot nay rat khit,
né&u chi nho stre niing ctia chinh né thi chic khong ty roi xudng dwore dau.”

Nghe cach néi cia Makoto thi ¢6 vé nhw co &y da thir cach d6 r'oi. Nhw
mudn gidu di sy ngwong ngung, Enami vira gai ddu vira di ra xa khoi cira
SO.

“C6 phai te dau dén cudi chdt ctra s6 déu dwoc dong ding khong? Khé
that da’y. Hai ngwoi ¢6 y tedng gi khong?”

“C6 18 hung thi ra ngoai bang dwdng ctra chinh.”

Cau n6i cia Makoto khién Enami mé to mit.

“Cé céch d&ra ngoai bang ctra chinh sao?”

“Dung khoa dy phong chealng han.”

“Qua Ia th€’, nhwng hinh nhw canh sdt cling da diéu tra viéc do6 roi.”

“T6i nghi kha nang d6 1a ra't thap. Hon nira, xét vé mat co’ hoc thi ¢6 1€
khong the.”

“U, dting the"”

Enami khoanh tay tredc nguc, git gu vé dong tinh. “T6i cling sé thi
nghi lai mot [4n nira. N€u ndy ra y twdng nao hay tdi s€ thong bao cho cac
cO ngay.”

“Céam on anh.”

Naoko cui dau. Anh ta néi v&i ¢ giong chan thanh.

“Anh trai ¢6 1a mdt ngwoi t6t. Cling giong toi, ciu Ay rd't mé trinh tham.
Chidng t6i da néi chuyén v&i nhau rd't nhi€u. Moi chuyén s€ on thoi, nhat
dinh s€ c6 phwong an hop ly nao do.”

Sau d6 anh ta roi khoi phong. Tha’y anh ta da khép ctra lai, Makoto fam
bam giong chin nan “Phong kin a?” Naoko hi€u ro tam trang cta c6 aYy,



dang bi chuyén am hi€u chi€m hét tam tri, th€ nhwng bi an nay cling khong
thé’khong giai quyét.
Lai c6 ti€ng gb ctra. Lan nay la Takase.

9 __ _

BéAu khong khi sau btra tdi trong sanh cho’ vo cling cang thgng, moi nguoi
déu cdm thay ning né va khé xt. VAn nhw moi khi, mdt nhém bét dau ty
tdp choi poker, Bac si va Kamijo thi x€p nhitng quan co, thé nhung chéng
ai tap trung dwgrc vao vi€c cia minh. Nakamura va Furukawa khong tham
gia ma’y tro nay, ho 1a nhirng ngwoi dau tién tréd vé phong de thoat khoi bau
khong khi ng6t ngat &y. Kurumi va Takase néi con chiit viéc roi lan di dau
ma't. Phu nhan day Naoko va Makoto choii Domino. N&u budc phai néi ra,
thi chi ¢c6 mdi vé hoat bat ctia Phu nhin 12 hdu nhw khong thay doi.

“Cau dinh thé ' nao?”

Khi moi ngwoi dang nhin vao nhirng 14 bai, Bép tredng 1on ti€ng hoi.
Anh mét anh ta trede tién hwéng vé phia Ong chi dang ng'di doi dién, sau
d6 don vao hai ngwoi dan 6ng dang ngdi & quay 1€ tan, chim chid do xét
thai d6 cua ting ngwoi trong phong.

“Thé& nao 12 th& nao?” Ong chi néi v&i giong than nhién.

“Con thé nao nra?” B&p tredng c6 vé tirc gidn thuc sy. “Tai sao may
ngwoi nay lai & lai day?”

“Chju.” Ong chi van diém nhién choi bai. “Cau thi hdi khéch tro xem,
trng ngwoi tirng ngwoi mot a'y? Tai sao ho lai nghi tro & nha khach nay.”

“T6i néi mot chit dwore khong?” Enami cat giong xen vao gitra hai
nguoi. “C6 1€ cdc vi 4y vAn con nhiéu viéc phai diéu tra ding khong? Thi
nghi xem, néu bay gio ho vé xong sang sm mai lai t&i thi cling ra't vat
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“Ping ddy. Ching ta deng qua ban tam.”

Shibaura ciing dong tinh v&i Enami nén Bép tredng khong néi gi thém
nwa.

Hai nguwoi gom canh sat tredng Muramasa va cau hinh sy tré tuoi



Nakabayashi, nguyén nhan ctia cudc ddu khau vira roi, van diém nhién hiit
thudc nhw the hoan toan ching nghe thd'y may ngudi 101 qua tiéng lai. Séc
mat khong chit thay doi. Naoko nhin tinh hinh xung quanh, khong khoi
than phuc.

“O’, bac lai thing nira r'di.” Phu nhan hém hé, ca't giong néi vo tur.

Hon mwoi gior, thdy hai vién canh sat vé phong, Naoko va Makoto ciing
dirng ddy. Phu nhén thodng gian ddi nhwng sau khi Naoko hira ngay mai s&
ti tham thi cé vé cling ngudi nguoi.

T&i trwde cira phong Thanh Paul, hai ngwdi dwa mét nhin nhau roi git
dau nhw th€ xdc nhan Mn cudi. Naoko go ctra v&i vé mat cing thang. CO6
khong mu6n hai ngwoi bon Nakamura & phong bén canh chi y, vi vay khi
am thanh ti€ng go ctra vang 1én kha to, ¢6 hoi giat minh.

Ngwoi mé cira 1a Nakabayashi. Vi anh ta lwoi cao, d€ rdu moc quanh
miéng 1én t&i tdn mang tai nén tw trede tdi gio Naoko khong nhén ra, ldc
ndly c6 m&i thay anh ta c6 khudn mit ra’t tré tho'. Anh ta mé to mét nhin hai
ngwoi mot h'éi, cudi cling méi “A” 1én nhw swc nho ra chuyén gi.

“Cac co dén co viec gi a?”

“Ching t6i ¢6 chuyén mudn nho.”

Naoko vwra néi vira nhin trém vao bén trong. Sau lwng Nakabayashi,
than hinh nhé bé ciia Muramasa dang ti€n lai gan.

“Chu dong g0 ctra phong dan 6ng, cac ¢o tdo ton that day.”

Tay hinh sy n6i mot ciu bong duia té ngit.

“Ching t6i muén xem td'm thé treo twong.”

“Ta'm thé treo twong?”

“Du th€ nao, ¢6 thé' cho ching t6i vao dwore khong?”

Makoto li€c mot cdi vé phia sanh cho’ roi nhd giong néi nhw the€ day la
chuyén khong th€ ti€t 16 ra ngoai. C6 nhan manh khong mudn d€ nguoi
khac chu y. Cach néi dé c6 vé c6 tac dung, hai vién canh sat do dw mdt chuit
r'oi nhwong 167 cho bon ¢d vao.

“Ching t6i muén xem ndi dung bai dong dao trén tim thé treo twong.”

N6i xong, Naoko tién t&i trede tAim thé trang tri, bit dau chép lai bai



dong dao vao cudn s tay mang theo. Hai tay hinh sy mat mot lic ngac
nhién khong néi nén 17, chi dirng ddng sau cd. Th& nhung, khi ngdi biit ctia
Naoko bat dau chuyén ddng, Muramasa cling ca't ti€ng hdi Makoto.

“Bai dong dao nay cé y nghia gi sao?”

Makoto khong trd loi ngay. C6 1€ cd dang suy tinh nén giai thich thé&
nao. Cudi cung, t dau tién ma cd lya chon d€ ndi ra 1a mdt twr hét sirc nhe
nhang v&i thye t€: “Cau than chd.”

“Cau than chi?” Canh sat tredng ngo’ ngac. “La cdi gi the?”

“Thi la... mot cau than chd.”

Makoto gidi thich cwc ky ngin gon vé viéc mdi cin phong ctia nha
khdch nay déu cé treo mdt tA'm thé trang tri, trén d6 khic nhirng bai dong
dao Me Ngbng cing y nghia cta né. Hai vién canh sat khong hiéu dong dao
Me Ngbng 1a céi gi, c6 nghe vé cAu than chd t¢i hanh phic cling chang hiéu
mo t&, thé nén ho hoan toan ling ting. Nakabayashi khd s& phat bi€u cam
tedng.

“Dao gan day thinh hanh nhiéu trao lwu ky la nhi?”

“Anh trai t6i da tim hi€u v€ y nghia ctia ciu than chi nay. N6i cach
khac, cau than chi nay 1a mot dang 4m hiéu.”

Chép xong bai dong dao, Naoko quay lai phia hai canh sat.

“Am hiéu?”

Qua nhién, gwong mit ca hai bdng tré nén nghiém tic khi nghe thay tir
nay.

“Am hiéu &y c6 y nghia gi?”

Naoko gidi thich cho hai vién canh sit nghe vé m&i li€n quan gitra s& da
quy cta Kawasaki va am hiéu. Tredc dd, cd va Makoto da thng nha't can
phai k& chuyén nay cho canh sat nghe. Th& nhung hai nguoi khong 16 14m
V€ vu viéc hai nam tredc nén mdi hao hirng dén vay, chir hai vién canh sat
nghe dén doan gid'u d4 quy thi chi thm tim cwoi ché giéu.

“Nhin mat hai vi ¢ nhw mu6én néi khéng th€ ¢6 chuyén d6 dau &y nhi?”

O bén canh, Makoto c¢6 vé cdu. Co néi giong cirng rin. “Nhuw kiéu ching
toi dang k€ truyén c0O tich vay.”

“Khong phai vay.”

Muramasa vdi va xua tay lic dau. “T6i nghi chuyén dé cé th€ xdy ra 1dm



chir. La t6i kham phuc sy sdng tao clia cac cd thoi. Qua thwe la s6” da quy
khi d6 van chwa dwoe tim tha'y ma. Chi 13 t6i khong nghi ring s viéc d6 va
cai chét cta anh trai c6 Naoko c6 lién quan dén nhau... Prvong nhién, do6
cling chi 1a y ki€n ctia ¢4 nhan tdi thoi.”

“Nhwng sy thye 1a anh trai t6i da tim hi€u vé am hiéu nay.” Naoko buc
doc néi. “Chinh vi thé€’, chi can chiing t6i lam nhw anh Koichi, tim hi€u vé
nhtrng bai dong dao trén cdc tdm thé trang tri, nha't dinh s€ phat hién dwoc
di€u gi d6.”

“Po6 1a quyeén cua cac ¢d.”

Muramasa nhe nhang ddp. Giong diéu khién cho nguwoi nghe ¢6 cam
giac dng ta mudn noi “Céc ¢6 thich choi tro tham tik thi cir viéc.”

“The& nhung ma nhé, viéc chung t61 k&t ludn anh trai c6 ty sat dya trén
ri't nhiéu bang chitng. D6 1a k&t qua diéu tra ra't nhiéu diéu nhue dong co,
md&i quan hé v&i ngeoi khac va dic biét 1a tinh trang hién treong khi do.
Vay nén néu cac cd mudén phu dinh két luan do, thi can phai dwa ra dwoc
nhtrng giai thich c6 tinh thuy€ét phuc vé nhirng dir liéu aYy.”

“Vi du nhw van dé phong kin &y ha?”

Ong ta lanh ling d4p lai cau hdi ciia Makoto.

“Pung th€&”. Phong kin cling 1a mdt trong s6 d6. K&t qua tong hop loi
khai cfia tdt cd moi ngudi dd chitng td ring ngwdi khéa cira phong Hara
Koichi chi c6 th€ chinh 1a cau &y ma thoi. Néu hai cd phan doi, thi phai dwa
ra dugc giai dap thda dang cho diéu bi an d6. Trong treong hop nay, quan
trong 1a tinh thoa dang nhé.”

N6i cach khac, nhirng xuyén tac vo 1y hay nhieng 1y gidi chi mang tinh
ngau nhién s& khong dwoc chdp nhan.

“C6 mot vi khach da néi cho chung t61 nghe mot chuyén ra't thu vi.”

Makoto nh¢ ra chuyén Enami k€ ban trwa, 1ién néi lai véi canh sat. Tirc
la hung thd tr6n trong phong ngu, thoat ra ngoai theo dwong ctra so. Sau do,
bang mot phwong phdp nio d6, khéa chét cira s6 lai tir bén ngoai. Ban dau
Muramasa mat may cyc ky nghi€ém trong, 6ng ta hoi.

“Vay da tim ra phwong phap chot cira lai te bén ngoai chwa?”

“Chuwa.”

Nghe Makoto tra 1o, Ong ta 14p tlirc quay tré lai trang thai than nhién.



“Qua nhién la vay. Treong hop d6, phia canh sét chiing toi chic ciing da
diéu tra roi.”

“Thé& nhung t6i nghi d6 ciling dwoe coi 1a mdt kha nang.”

“Tinh than chi€n dau la diéu quan trong nhi. Nhan ti€n, vi khach da néi
chuyén d6 vai hai ¢6 1a ai thé? Néu dwoe c6 thé ndi tén...”

“La anh Enami.”

Naoko trd 1oi. Muramasa 1am khau hinh ngac nhién.

“Vi d6 1a mot nha khoa hoc nhi? Nghe dau ciling kha noi ti€ng trong
cdng ty nho nhirtng y twdng doc ddo. Thé nhwng tinh cd nhén lai qua manh
nén chd dwgc mady ai ing ho.”

Enami t&i nha khach nay tw hai nam trwedc, khi vu dn dau tién xay ra. Vi
mdi lién quan nay ma qua nhién anh 8y cling da bi di€u tra than phan.

“Puorc roi, nhrr da néi ban sdng, triedrc mét ching tdi s& d'dn toan lyc d&
bit dwoc hung thil cia vu 4n Tan nay. Trong qué trinh d6, n€u phat hién ra
c¢6 m&i lién quan nao v&i cac vu dn da xdy ra trede diy, thi dwong nhién
ching t6i cling s€ di€u tra dén cung. Cac cd hi€u giim diéu d6 dwoc
khong?”

“T6i hi€u.” Naoko mién cwong dap.

“Vay thi, chic ngt ngon. Thiéu ngl 12 dnh hwédng dén nhan sic 1im
day.”

Thé& nhwng khi 6ng ta dinh gio’ tay m& ctra thi Makoto 1ién dirng chian
tred’c mat.

“Céc dng c6 manh m&i nao v€ hung tha ctia vu 4n Ian nay chwa?”

“Co...”

Nakabayashi xdng giong, nhung Muramasa lién db danh.

“Chiing t6i ¢6 th& khing dinh hung thd 12 ngudi dang tro lai trong nha
khach nay. N6i mot cach thd thién thi la chudt da & trong ro.”

“N6i vdy, d€ d6n n6 vao dwong cung nén cac dng md&i nga lai qua dém
& day sao?”

“Chuing tdi chwa ¢6 quan co’ nao don dwoe né vao dwong cung ca. Tinh
hinh bay gio m&i chi ¢c6 mot quan xe thdi, con lai toan quéin t&'t. Thoi,
muon roi.”

Muramasa vong ra phia sau Makoto, nhanh chéng m& ctra. Tay con lai



chi ra phia hanh lang.

“Hinh nhw cidc ¢c6 mu6én ndéi chuyén thém chit ntra, nhung that ti€c,
ching t6i con vai viéc phai lam. Hom nay dén day th6i.”

Makoto va Naoko nhin nhau thé nhe ra.

“Chuc ngu ngon.” Naoko n6i.

Vién canh sat gat dau roi dong cira lai.

Bai dong dao Thdnh Paul:

Upon Paul’s steeple stands a tree

As full of apples as may be;

The little boys London Town

They run with hooks to pull them down:
And then they run from hedge to hedge
Until they come to London Brigde.

Trén thdp chuong ciia Thdanh Paul co mot cdi cdy

Triu trit nhieng trdi tdo,

Nhitng cdu bé cua thanh phd’ London

Can nhirng chiéc moc dé’hdi chiing xudng:

Lay dworc tdo roi lién ba chdn bon cc%ng chay tw hang rao nay
to’i hang rao khdc

Va cudi cung chay toi Cau London.

Pay la bai dong dao chép lai to phong cta canh sat tredng Muramasa.
Naoko va Makoto im ldng nhin phén 10 tho cia bai dong dao nay mot lic.
Nguwoi 1én ti€ng trede 1a Makoto.

“C6 vé anh Koichi da n6i mau chot d€ giai dwore am hiéu la phai doc bai
dong dao trong cac phong ding trinh ty, nhwng cu the phai xt& 1y thé nao
maoi dwore nhi?”

“Xu ly?”

“Tic la am hiéu nay thudc loai nao &y. Vi du nhw ¢6 loai 4m hiéu chi
cdi goc duwoc thay the bang mdt chi cdi khac Chglng han. Loai &m hiéu do



da xud't hién trong Nhitng hinh nhdn nhdy mia cua Sherlock Holmes hay
Bo cdnh vang cia Poe. Th& nhung trong tredng hop nay, vi chi ¢an sip xép
céc bai dong dao Me Ngdng nhuw né vén c6 nén chic chin khong the nao 1a
loai &m hi€u d6 dwoe.”

Tuy khong d€n mirc hAim mo cu'éng nhiét, nhwng Makoto ciing 1a nguoi
thich truyén trinh thdm. Vwra ndy thay vi néi 1a Nhirng hinh nhédn nhdy miia
ctia Conan Doyle thi ¢6 &y lai n6i thanh ciia Sherlock Holmes, nén ch?ing
biét liét vao ki€u ngwoi ham mo gi.

“Ngoai ra con ¢o6 ki€u am hi€u gi khac?”

“P¢€ xem nao. Con ¢ ki€u thay doi trat ty toe d€ tao thanh cau. L&Yy vi du
don gian, mdt cau d€ nguyén nhw thé r'oi viét ngwore lai, hodc sau khi viét
ngay ngin theo hang ngang thi chép lai theo chiéu doc chgng han. The
nhung ki€u d6 ciing khdng the ap dung cho am hiéu Tan nay.”

“Con ki€u khac ntra khong?”

“Chen tr duw thwa vao gitra cdc tr veng hodc nhitng tor don ca'u thanh
mot cau van d€ lam cho toan th€ doan van nghe nhw khdng cé y nghia.”

“Um, cach nay ciing khong diing nhi. Phai 12 ki€u c6 y nghia.”

“Pung thé&”. Néu la mot trong ba cach ma t& vira néi dén thi doan van am
hi€u hoan thién phai hoan toan khong cé y nghia, hodc phai thd’y cac day ky
hiéu don 1é. Thé nén nhitng cach d6 khong phtt hop v&i dm hiéu Tan nay.”

“Khong ¢6 loai nao ma 4m hi¢u hoan thi€n 1a doan van c6 nghia sao?”

“Tw muc dich ban dau ma ndi, thi ban thian ciu van 4m hiéu khdng cin
c6 y nghia. Thé nhwng khdng phai 1a khong cé nhirng 4m hi€u nhw the". C6
loai am hiéu, nhin lwdt qua thi chi 1a nhirng ciu van binh thwong x€p canh
nhau, nhwng khi nhat nhirng chr dau ti€n hodc nhing chtr cudi cung cua
trng dong dem ghép lai thi tw khéa dworc gidu di s€ xuét hién. Nhu ki€u tro
tim chtr 8y. Pay, to ¢c6 mot vi du thé nay.”

N6i xong, Makoto Vi€t vao s& bai tho Iroha¥, I'An lwot bay chie cai mét
dong, sau d6 khoanh vao chir cdi cudi cung cia tirng dong.

I ro ha ni ho he to
chi ri nu ru wo wa ka

Yo ta re so tsu ne na
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“Néu ghép cac chir cdi cudi cuing lai s€ thanh toka nakute shisu. Tt toka
nay 1a toga, c6 nghia 1a 16i 16i. N6i céch khéc, ta s€ biét dwoe ciu van duoc
gidu di trong bai tho nay 1a khdng co tdi van chét. Tt d6 suy ra tic gia cla
bai tho’ dwa ra ciu chuyén vé mot ngwoi vo toi bi tir hinh.”

“Tuyét qua.”

Nghe Makoto giai thich xong, Naoko tram tr'6. Hai thir cam xtdc cluing
dang 1én trong c6. Mt nira 1a ngac nhién vi bai thor Iroha tir tredc d€n nay
twdng nhw khong cé gi nhwng lai an chira mot bi mat nhw thé’, nira con lai
1a kham phuc sy hi€u biét ctia Makoto.

“Té hoan toan khdng biét diéu nay day.”

“Cau chuyén nay qua noi ti€ng, ra't nhiéu nguoi bi€t. Khi gidi thich vé
manh an tw thi ki€u gi cling s€ dwgc dem ra lam vi du, chi ¢én 1a ngwoi doc
ti€ thuyét trinh tham thi chic ai ciing biét. Vay nén ciu ding khen qu4, t&
thay ngai 1dm.”

“Gi th€, cdu that la...”

“Vi vay, treong hop nay to nghi ¢6 1€ kha thi nha't 1a phwong thirc am
hiéu gidu tir khéa. That ra t& ciing di thit sip x&p theo ra't nhiéu céch,
nhueng ma...”

Makoto 18y trong tdi ra cudn sO tay clia minh. Tw khi t&i day, vi khong
bi€t s€ c6 chuyén gi xdy ra nén hai ngwoi lic nao cling mang theo miYy
dung cu ghi chép ki€u nay. Trong s& cta cd Ay, tén twng can phong ctia nha
khach Me Ngdng dworc viét thanh mot hang theo trat ty.

LONDON BRIGDE & OLD MOTHER GOOSE (Cau London va Me
Ngdng Gia [toa biét 1ap])

START (M¢& dau)

UPON PAUL’S STEEPLE (Thanh Paul)

HUMPTY DUMPTY (Humpty Dumpty)



¢ GOOSEY & OLD FATHER LONG-LEGS (Chi ngdng va Ong ldo
chan dai)

e MILL (Co1 xay)

e JACK & JILL (Jack va Jill)

“T¢ da thir 187y céac chir cai dau va cac chir cdi cudi roi, nhung chglng ra
nghia gi cd. Vay nén chuyén anh Koichi ting néi chi can doc theo diing thir
tw, t& van chua hi€u dwoc. Noi cdch khéc, t& hoan toan khong hi€u cdch xi
1y am hi€u nay.”

“Ha...”

“T¢ da nghi né€u thi xem bai Thdnh Paul thi s€ tim ra dwoc goi ¥ nao
dé, nhung c6 vé suy nghi 'y hoi ngdy tho.”

Giong Makoto nghe mét mdi mdt cach la thwong. C6 1€ ¢6 cam thay
bon chon, buc doc v&i suy nghi phai giai dwgrc am hiéu cang so'm cang to't,
du chi 1a mdt gidy mot phit ciing dwoc, nhwng ngay ca chit dau mdi cling
khong th€ nim béit. Nhin ban minh nhw vay, Naoko cim thay ra't dau long.
B&i ¢6 chinh 1a nguyén nhan khi€n Makoto phai lao tim kho' tir dén vay.

“T61 nay dén day théi, gio’ thi di nga da.”

Naoko cdm thdy minh ma néi ra nhitng loi an Gi Makoto thi that ky
quédc, nhwng ¢6 bi€t, néu minh khéng ndi ra thi khdng bi€t dé€n bao gio
Makoto m&i chiu roii khoi chi€c ban nay. Nhw dodn dwoc suy nghi cta co,
Makoto cwoi nhe.

“U, ¢an phai cho dau 6¢ nghi ngoi mot chit.”

Hai ngwoi di chuyén vao phong ngu.

Khong biét da bao nhiéu phiit troi qua k& tir khi tit den. Trong béng 51,
Naoko vin mé miét. Ttr khi d&n nha khach nay, c6 rat khé ngli. Thé nhung
to1 nay khong chi cé vdy. N&u la binh thwong c6 da nghe thdy ti€ng théd
déu din tr giwvong bén r'oi, vdy ma nay gio’ cd chi nghe thdy 4m thanh tré
minh. Pa rat nhiéu lan c6 di du lich cung Makoto, nhung chwa Ian nao
tha’y ¢6 &y nhw theé nay.

“Makoto.”

Co6 thir goi nhd. Makoto ngwng tré minh.

“Gi co’?” Ti€ng tra 1o ranh rot.

“Chuyén vira ndy cdu k€ ra't tha vi.”



“Chuyén vira nay?”

“Khong ¢o tdi van chét.”

“A.” Makoto cudi nhe. “C6 gi to tat dau.”

“Nhwng ra't thu vi day.”

“Cau thich la tot r'6i.”

“Cau con bi€t chuyén gi khac ntra khong?”

“Chuyén khac?”

Co nghe ti€ng ga giwong sot soat. Hinh nhir Makoto cya minh. Naoko
twdng twong chic ban minh dang ndm g&i d4u 1én ca hai tay. D6 13 théi
quen ctia cd &y mdi ['4n vira ndm vira suy nghi. Mot ldc sau c6 tiéng tra 151i.

“To ting nghe mot cau chuyén ra't thd vi vé mot loai am hiéu chuyén
doi vi tri ma cac tir ngit dwoc sip x&p 16n xdn khién cho nguwdi khic khong
sao hi€u noi vdn ban gd'c. Loai 4am hiéu nay dwoc st dung kha pho bién tw
xwra & chau Au, c6 mdt hoc gid da st dung loai &m hiéu nay d€ cong bo
nghién ctru clia minh.”

“Ong &y da lam mot viéc ¢au ky nhi.”

“C6 1€ dng Ay thich choi dua. 6 1a hoc gia tén Huygens ngwoi Ha Lan.
Nghe néi 6ng da tach viin ban gdc ra thanh cdc ky tw alphabet, roi sdp xép
lai theo trat tw ABC. Vi th€&, am hiéu sau khi dwoc hoan thanh 1a mot san
phaim ¢6 t&i tdm chir A x&€p 1ién nhau, sau d6 1a nam chir C x&p lién nhau.
Hinh nhw d6 1a Iudn van khi 6ng phat hién ra quy dao cua sao Tho.”

“Bén g6c ¢6 ndi dung gi theé?”

"Ban goc dwoc viet bfm’g chir La tinh, t& chi biét ban dich sang ti€ng
Nhat thoi. B6 1a Mong, phang, chwa cham vao bdt cw diem nao va dwgc
bao quanh béi mot vong nghiéng so voi dwong ndm ngang."

“DP¢ la vanh dai sao Thd a?”

“Hinh nhw the"”

“Um...”

Naoko thtr hinh dung trong dau hinh dang mo’ h'é6 d6 roi bat giac ndi.
“Sao t¢ thad'y nguyén van cau d6 da nhi mot 4m hiéu roéi dy.”

“Cong nhan...”

Khong gian lai chim vao im lang. Puing Iic Naoko chuan bi néi chic
ngl ngon, thi ¢c6 nghe thdy 4m thanh giat phang chan tr giwong bén canh.



C6 thd’y 100 mo’ hinh dang Makoto ng'di bat ddy voi va xé dép. Hoi thé cua
cO 2y c6 phan gap gap.

“Cau sao the?”

“T¢o nghi 1a minh da hi€u.” Makoto néi. “T¢ nghi 1a minh giai dwoc am
hiéu r'o6i.”

Naoko ciing bat day. Vi Makoto da bat dén nén trong khoanh khéc, trwde
mét cd tring 16a.

Hai ngwoi lai ng6i d6i dién nhau bén chi€c ban trong phong khach,
tred’c mat 1a bai d6ng dao Thdnh Paul.

Trén thdp cua Thdnh Paul co mot cdi cay.

“Pon gidn 14m. Bai d6ng dao nay khong phai 12 4m hiéu hay gi ca dau.”

Néi cau &y xong, Makoto cin chiit ring, nhin bai dong dao.

“Ctr th€’ ma doc thoi. Khong can xw 1y gi hét.”

“Ctr th&¢’ ma doc la sao?”

Makoto chi vao may chd trong bai ddng dao dwgc chép trong cudn sO
tay va noi.

“Thap cta Thanh Paul, hang rao va Cau London. Nhin ba tr nay, Naoko
lién twong dén cai gi?”

Na9ko ngo’ ngang doc lai bai dong dao mdt Tan ntra. Makoto da néi vay
thi chdac chi ¢an nhin nhirng twr &y 1a ¢ th€ 14p tirc lién twdng dwoc thoi.
Thap Thanh Paul, hang rao, Cau London... Vay nhung du da doc di doc lai
ma’y I4n, trong ¢Au Naoko van chang ¢ y twdng nao 16e 1én ca.

“Naoko c6 bi€t tu vién Thanh Paul khong?”

Nghe Makoto hdi, c6 khé 1ic dau.

“Vay thi c6 1€ hoi khé. Tu vién Thanh Paul 1a mét cong trinh v&i toa
thap cao, néi cich khac, né ndi ti€ng v&i mot mdi nha nhon cao. Nhic dén
mai nha nhon, cau lién twdng dén cai gi?”

“Mai nha nhon...”

Khung cinh d6 hién 1én trong mit Naoko. Khdng phdi mot hinh anh
tedng trong ma la mot hinh anh ¢6 da nhin tha’y trong thyc t&. Hon ntra,
con nhin thay ra't gan day... C6 ha mi€ng nhw d€ hit mot hoi that sau.

“MAi cda toa biét 1ap.”



Can phong ma vg ch'ong Bac si dang ¢ 1a mot toa biét 1ap, mai cia nd
nhon mot cach di thwong.

“Pung the". Vay con hang rao va Cau London?”

Pén day thi don gian roi. Naoko tra 1o ngay.

“Tuwong gach va cdy cau phia sau nhi? N6i cach khac, nhieng twr chi dia
diém & day dung d¢ thay thé cho nhirng khu vyc trong nha khach nay ding
khong?”

Cudi cung thi Naoko ciing hiéu tai sao Makoto néi don gian.

“Ra la vdy. Khong phai 4m hiéu, ma am chi thi ding hon. Bai d6ng dao
M¢ ddu ciing vay. Trong long dat trdang, mot hat mam den. PE gidi dworc
cau do’nay, cdn phdi hoc hdi thoi. C6 1€ am chi mudn gidi dwoc y nghia cau
thAn chi thi phai hoc d6ng dao Me Ngdng Hién tai t& van chwa hi€u hat
mam den 1a chi thi gi.”

“Khong phai 4m hiéu, ma la 4m chi... cr thé¢’ ma doc la c6 thé€ hieu dwoc
nhi?”

“Tuc 1a bai d6ng dao nay c6 the€ doc nhw thé nay ding khoéng.”

Makoto cam cudn sO trén tay, doc nhw hat.

“LAy cap qud tdo tir tda biét 1ap, mang dé&n birc twong gach roi tdi cay
cau.”

“That 1a ky diéu.”

. “Ky diéu ding khoéng?” Makoto vui vé dap. “Néi cach khac, t& nghi
rang di€u nay am chi th tw thwe hién cac hanh ddng. Trwdc tién can di téi
toa biét 1ap, men theo bo’ twong 1a c6 the di téi cay cau...”

“O toa biét lap, 18y cép trdi tdo, diéu ndy c6 nghia la gi nhi?”

“C6 nghia la chia khéa giai ma nam & d6, chic vay.”

Sy tu tin di tré lai trong 4nh mét Makoto.

3 ___

Gio dn sang ngay hom sau, ho nghe thd'y giong Muramasa dang tham van
Takase. Nhirng khach tro khdc mudn tranh vién canh sat tredng nhd con



nay nén chon ban cang xa cang tot, con bon Naoko lai mudn thp thap thém
thong tin nén cd y chon ban k& bén. C6 vé Muramasa ciing chang ban tam
14m né&u hai ¢d nghe duworc chit gi do.

“Can choi nhd d€ nwdng than ay a?”

Pu tién, giong Takase vang t&i. Muramasa khé gat dau.

“Dao gan diy chic chin khdng c6 ai lui tdi... Nhung c6 van dé gi véi
can choi d6 sao?”

“Cau Takase cling khong t&i d6 a?”

“Khong a.”

“Trong s6 nhing khach tro & ddy, c6 ai biét chd d6 khong?”

“Um... toi khong nd6i cho ai bi€t vé can choi d6, nhung né€u c6 khach tro
nao di dao vong vong quanh day thi toi nghi c6 thé ho s€ biét.”

“Vay a? Cam on cau.”

Muramasa cam on Takase xong, hwdng vé phia bon Naoko lam da'u chir
V day ham y.

Sau bwra sdng, k& hoach la Makoto s& xu6ng phd mua tuyén tap dong
dao Me Ngong con Naoko sé toi phong vor chong Bac si. C6 duw dinh s€
nho Takase dwa xudng phd'’.

O hanh lang, khi 18y do6i sneaker twr trén gia giay xudng, Makoto thot
1€n. Vi tri d€ giay cua cd da bi thay doi.

“Giay cua t& cling bj thé".”

Naoko v&i doi giay di tuyét tw trén cao xudng. Co6 tuyét ddi khong d€
giay & vi tri do.

“A, n6i m&i nh&, toi qua canh sat c6 xem xét khu vye d6.”

“Xem giay?” Makoto héi Takase.

“Vang, khong hi€u 1a ho diéu tra gi.”

Hai ngudi Naoko dwa mét nhin nhau r6i 1ic d4u. Quan sat giay thi liéu
c6 th€ biét dwgc diéu gi nhi?

“Cin choi nedng than 4y nim & dau the?”

Makoto héi Takase khi leo vao trong chi€c wagon.

“(y vach nidi bén kia.” Cau tra 161. “Di qua cau la thay.”



“Ra vay.”

Makoto nhin vé phia Naoko, vé mat nhw da hi€u ra dieém mau chot.

“Budi t6i hom dién ra bira tiéc, Oki vi mudn di qua cAy ciu ma bj roi
xudng vye, canh sat dat ra nghi van liéu anh ta di qua cay cau dé d€' lam gi.
Sau d6, c6 1€ ho da tim thd’y can choi nwdng than. Hinh nhw ¢6 dau vét ai
dé gan day da vao cédn choi ay.”

“Khong biét anh Oki d&€n may noi nhw can choi nwong than d6 d€ lam
gi nhi?”

“Néu lam sang to diéu d6 ¢o 1€ vu an nay s€ giai quyét dwoc.”

“Khi nao cé thoi gian, toi cling mudn thir dé€n d6.”

“Tuy cd, nhwng t6i tha’y vo ich thoi. Bay gior viéc nén lam chi ¢c6 mét.”

“T6i biét chir.”

“That sy 1a anh Oki bi gi€t sao?” Takase héi. C6 vé ciu cling nhin ra
tinh hinh khac la.

“Néu c6 hung thu.”

Noi cau &y xong, Makoto da yén vi trong chi€c wagon. Sau khi tién ban,
Naoko khéng quay lai phong minh ma di thang t&i phong vor chdng Bac si.
Co6 khi hai bac @y di dao roi cung nén, Naoko nghi vay. Thé€ nhung ngay
khi gb ctra, c6 da nghe ti€ng dap lai vo cung twoi vui cua Phu nhan. Nhin
tha’y c6, Phu nhan cang vui vé hon.

“Béc pha tra ngay day.”

Khong thdy béng dang Bac si. Phu nhén lién ndéi, 6ng 8y dang ngam
minh trong phong tdm. Hai ngudi tdn ghu mot hdi trong hwong tra thoang
thodng. Sau d6, Naoko bit dau di vio chuyén 4m hiéu.

“Anh trai chdu c6 néi 16 ra diéu gi vé ma’y bai dong dao Me Ngdng
khong a? MaYy loi linh tinh cling dwoc.”

“PE& xem nao...”

Phu nhén quay lai nhin tdAm thé trang tri treo twong, vé mat nhw dang
suy nghi.

“Bac nh& ciu &y da ding diy nhin bai dong dao nay ra't 1au, nhung
chang néi loi nao ca. Lan nao cling thé’, chi nhin xong r'oi ve.”

“Vay a?”

Viéc anh Koichi ¢6 trong tay cudn Tuyén tdp dong dao Me Ngbng vut



hién 1én trong dau Naoko. Trong cudn sich d6, chic chin bai dong dao
Céu London ciling xua't hién. VAy tai sao anh trai vin phdi cA't cong sang tin
cin phong nay d&€ nhin tAm thé? C6 khi ndo bai dong dao khic trén tA'm thé
nay c¢6 di€m gi d6 khac voi binh thwong? N&u vay thi ¢ the hi€u dworc.
Nhwng ma dieém khac nhau d6 1a gi nhi?

Cudi cling, 4nh mét c¢d ding lai tai mot di€m trén tAm thé trang tri. D6 12
cau tho’ dau tién cua bai dong dao Cau London.

London Brigde is broken down.
Broken down, broken down,
London Brigde is broken down,
My fair lady.

“... London Brigde is broken down sao?”

Anh mét Naoko ding lai & dd'u chim cu cudi dong dau tién. Cum tur
giong hét & dong thir ba dung da'u phay, tai sao chi c6 dong nay st dung
dau chdm? CO6 ding 1én, ti€n lai gan quan sat k§ hon chiit nira. Qua nhién
la ddu cham.

“Chd ndy... ching phai rat la sao?”

Naoko quay lai phia Phu nhan, ba nheo nheo mét nhin vio chd Naoko
chi.

“A, chd d6 ha? Béc nghi chi don gian 12 18i thoi. C6 18 ho mudn khic
da'u phay nhung lai khic nhdm thanh ddu chdm.”

Khong, khong th€ ¢6 16i nhu the” dwoc, Naoko nghi. Khong tim thé
trang tri nao ¢6 16i nhw th& nay ca. Quan trong nhat, ho khong the ty nhién
stra ddu phay thanh ddu cham. C6 y d6 gi d6 an sau viéc nay, Naoko tin
chic vay. Chéc han anh Koichi ciing chd ¥ t&i di€m nay. Tai sao dd'u phay
lai thanh dau cha'm? P& lam r6 diéu do, anh &y da ghé tham can phong nay
ra’t nhi€u lan.

D46t nhién, trong dau Naoko hién 1€n mot bai dong dao. 6 1a khi nao
nhi, chuyén ma Bac si k&, anh Koichi néi hat mdm den thi sao? &y. Hat
mam den... chfmg phai 1a mu6n néi dé€n da'u phay va da'u cham hay sao?
Va cd bai d6ng dao M¢ dau nira.



Trong long dat trdng,
Mot hat mam den.

Dé gidi dwworc cdu do nay,
Cidn phdi hoc hdi thoi.

La vy sao? Naoko cam tha'y ngudi minh run 1én. Y nghia cia bai dong
dao nay chi don gidn 12 bdo nguwoi ta hay tim hi€u vé dong dao Me Ngong
thoi. Anh Koichi cling da nhan ra di€u nay.

“Chéu xin phép mot chiit.” Naoko néi xong 1ién bit dau chép lai bai
dong dao. Chép xong, ¢ lai xin phép Phu nhin cho minh dworc [én xem bai
dong dao trén tang hai. O bai d6 ong dao Me Ngong Gia nay cO cling phat
hién mot ddu chdm bt thwong. D6 1a ddu chd'm & vi tri cudi cung dong
thir hai.

Old Mother Goose,
When she wanted to wander.
Would ride through the air

On a very fine gander.

Dau cham xud't hién & vi tri nay con sai cd vé mat nglr phap. Naoko tin
ring day 12 mot goi y cwe quan trong d€ gidi dwoe 4m hiéu.

Chép xong bai dong dao, c6 cam on Phu nhan r'6i ra khéi phong.

Tw ctra khu nha biét 14p, ¢6 di ra ngoai, thir vong vEé phia sau nha khach.
Miéng 1am bam nham lai doan sau cua bai Thdnh Paul.

. aA A Ar 2 N N N N
Lay dworc tdo roi lién ba chdn bon cang chay tr hang rao nay
to'i hang rao khdc

Va cudi cung chay toi Cdu London.

Hang rao dwoc nhic dén & day da dwoc cdc co suy luan chinh 1 twong
rao cta nha khach nay. C& di men theo hang rao, mic nhién s€ vong ra
dwoc phia sau nha khach noi d6 ¢6 cay cau da. The nhung xung quanh cau
d3 bi rao lai bing day thirng, khong thé tién gan nhu truede kia nira.



Ti€p theo la bai Humpty Dumpty.
Humpty Dumpty ngoi trén bo twong,...

Naoko nhin lai phia sau. Toan bo nha khach Me Ngdng duw¢c bao quanh
b&i twong rao. Néu lam ding theo 1o bai dong dao, thi phai leo 1én trén
birc tweong & chd nay. Leo 1én twong roi 1am gi nira? Le nao lai ngd mot cd
tw trén twong rao xudng ding nhw bai dong dao? Ng6i trén twong rao...
li€u c6 th€ nhin tha’y gi nhi?

Suy nghi d6 m&i chi 16e 1én nhwng da ra't thu hiat Naoko. Thi leo 1én
trong chd nhin ra cdy ciu d4, roi thit ngim phong cinh tir d6 xem sao...
Biét dau lai giai dwgrc am hi€u cling nén. Quyé€t dinh xong, co ti€n lai gan
btrc twong.

Twong cao ching hai mét. O bén canh c6 chdng sin cdc vién gach nén
Naoko dung d6 lam bé d& leo 1én ludn. Phong canh tw trén twong nhin
xudng that tuyét voi. Vi thoi ti€t xau nén khong thé€ nhin xa dugrc, nhwng
chi can vay thdi phong canh da nhu mot birc tranh thdy mac roi. Tuy vay
d6 khong phai la diéu ma Naoko tim ki€m. Thir cd cén la goi y d€ giai
dwoc am hiéu kia. Nhung thi ¢6 th€ nhin thdy tw vi tri nay chi ¢é nui tuyét,
cly cau da hong va ddy vyc sau dudi chan.

“MOot twe the ng'6i cue ky gan da nhi.”

Co6 nghe thd’y giong néi tir phia dudi. Nhin xudng thi bit gip Kamijo
deo mot cdp kinh rAm sAm mau dang ngwdc 1én nhin cd.

“C0 nhin gi thé?”

“Khong c6 gia.”

Liic ¢d dinh leo xudng thi anh ta vira dwa mit nhin ra xa vira néi.

“Anh trai ¢d cling hay 1am nhw thé nay 14m.”

C6 khong leo xuéng nwra.

“@nh trai em? Anh &y nhin gi vay a?”

“Um, cAu 4y da nhin gi vAy nhi? T6i nghi ciu &y khong phai loai ngwoi
cA't cong leo 1én twong chi @& ngim canh.”

“Anh Kamijo.”

Naoko cat giong ndi da diu lai mot chit, anh ta cling nghi€ém tdc nhin



A

co.

“Hinh nhw anh bi€t chuyén gi d6 phai khdong? N6i cach khac, chuyén...
Ve cdi chét cua anh trai em.”

Thé& nhung anh ta chi xua xua tay day khoa treong.

“Dfrng danh gia to61 qua cao. Toi cheamg bi€t gi hét. T6i chi la mot vi
khéch chang bi€t gi.”

N1 xong, anh ta lai ti€p tuc di.

Makoto tré vé tredre gior chiéu, qua mang vé 1a bd dong dao Me Ngong va
khu6n mat cé chiit pho’ phac.

“Hoan toan khong c6.”

Quay tr¢ lai phong, vira dat bo sach 1€n ban, ¢6 vira lau bau. Hinh nhw
cO Ay dang noi dén cudn Me Ngdng.

“Trwde tién, nhirng bai dong dao truyén miéng ciia nwdc Anh khong
phai 1a d6i twong nghién ctru clia cdc nha chuyén mén Nhat Ban. Hau nhw
khong ai 18y né lam d€ tai luan van tdt nghi€p, tham chi c6 th€ néi 1a hoan
toan khong. Vay nén tai liéu tham khao cling khong c6 luén. Khdng con
cach nao khac, t& danh phai mua cudn sach chi in ndi dung cac bai dong
dao thoi. Du vay cling phai di t&i ba hiéu sach méi mua dwoce.”

“Vat va cho ciu roi.”

Naoko vira cam o'n Makoto, vira 14t vt qua that nhanh may trang sach.
B0 sach c6 tong cdng bdn quyen, do Tanikawa Shuntaro dich.

“A, diing r'6i. Trén duong tré vé ddy, t& phét hién ra mot diéu rat thi
vi.”

Makoto 14y ra mot trong s& bdn quyén, mé trang dd gdp mép sén. Trén
do 1a bai dong dao Cdu London.

“Liic tredc Phu nhan k& 12 vi bao T4n bic cAu qua song ma ciu van
hdéng, nén nguoi ta ci thay thé dan vat liéu xay cau, cudi cung ciy ciu
dwoc xiy bang d4, ding khong? Thé nhung bai dong dao trong sich niy ¢
chiit khéc biét. Cdy ciu dwoc xAy dyng bang vang bac, va d&€ khong bi 18y
cip, nguwoi ta da phai cho ngwdi canh gic sust dém khong ngd.”



Build it up with silver and gold,
Silver and gold, silver and gold,
Build it up with silver and gold,
My fair lady.

[...]

Set a man to watch all night,
Watch all night, watch all night,
Set a man to watch all night,
My fair lady.

[...]

Hay xdy bdng vang va bac,

Vang va bac, vang va bac,

Hay xdy bdng vang va bac,

Co gdi ddng yéu cua toi.

[...]

Cir mot ngwo'i canh gdc sudt dém,
Gdc sudt dém, gdc sudt dém,

Cir mot ngwo'i canh gdc sudt dém,
Co gdi ddng yéu cua t0i."

[...]

«“Q, ding th& that. Tai sao Phu nhén lai ¢6 thé nhdm 1an thé” dworc nhi?”

Guong mat vo cung tw tin ciia ba khi k€ chuyén nay hién 1€n trong dau
Naoko.

“Nghe dau Cdu London c6 mdt bai tdm khd va mot bai mwoi hai kho.
Chuyén ma Phu nhan k€ c6 1€ 1a bai tdm kho. Bai d6 ¢6 vé trung thanh véi
st thye lich sit hon. Cdy cau London ¢6 mot qua khir den td1 dang so,
twong trieng cho diéu dé ¢6 1€ 1a bai muoi hai kho.”

“Qua khr den t6i dang s¢?”

“Chuyén nay khong lién quan, nhwng ma...” Makoto néi thém. “Ngay



Xwa, ngwoi ta thwong mwon sy tror gitp cia nguoi bi hién t€” d€ xay dung
nhitng cdng trinh khé nhuw béc cau, xay thanh...”

“Nguwoi bi hién t&?”

“P¢é 1a nghi thire thi cong chdn nhirng ngwoi con sdng vao dwdi mong
cOng trinh. Mot trong nhirng phwong thirc d€ gidi trie diéu xau &y. Khong
riéng gi nwdc Anh, tdp quéan twong ty xudt hién & ra't nhi€u noi trén the
gio1.”

“Chon s6ng sao!? That tan 4c!”

“O¥ phwong Tay, ngwdi bj hién t& nay 1a nhitng ngwdi canh géc. Vy nén
khi cau London dwoee hoan thanh cling tiec 1a ngwoi hi€n t€ da bi chdn
song. Co vé bai dong dao nay the hién bi kich khi &y.”

“Mot bai dong dao u 4am nhi...”

Naoko thtr doc bai dong dao. Bo qua nhirng suy nghi vé am hi€u ma chi
quan tdm dén céu tw, qua nhién c6 cam nhan dwoc tinh than bi va sy dang
so’ ro'n ngwoi, dwong nhw khudy dong ca nang lyc tedng twong.

“Thoi, ngoai € vay la da roi.”

Makoto k&t thiic cAu chuyén, xua di ndi cdm thwong dang dang 1én trong
Naoko.

“N6i cach khéc, trong bai dong dao Cdu London nay, t& chén cdt bao
ham trong d6 khong dwoc bi€u hién ra. Coi d6 1a mdt 4m hi€u va giai ra s€
thanh c6 thr gi d6 dugc chdn phia dudi cay cau.”

“Ttc la dd quy dwgrc chdn phia dwdi cdy cau ding khong.”

Naoko hao hirng néi, nhuwng Makoto voi dwa tay phai ra d€ c6 diu lai.

“Té nghi khong don gidn vay dau. Nhung ¢6 1€ dau d6 canh ciy cau
thoi, khong thé nham dworc.”

“A, diing r'di, ciu néi t& méi nhé.”

Na0}<o néi v&i Makoto chuyén ddu cha'm va dau phay trong bai dong
dao k}}éc \trén taA'm thé trang tri & phong cua vor chdng Bac si. Pac biét, ¢
tin chac rang Koichi cling chi y dén dieém do.

“Qua nhién, hat mam den a... Khong bi€t n6 cé y nghia gi nhi?”

Nhu mét tham t& thye thu, Makoto dan hai tay vao nhau, mot tay chong
dudi cam.



Sau d6, Naoko va Makoto danh khodng mot ti€ng doc dong dao Me Ngong.
Hai ngwoi nghién ctru that k§ nhirng bai xud't hién trong cac phong cta nha
khach. Th& nhwng cang doc ho cang hoang mang b&i ndi dung ky di trong
nhtrng bai dong dao dé, nén khdng tim ra dwoc goi y nao gitp ich cho viéc
giai am hiéu.

“Bai nay c6 vé ciling ¢6 y nghia, nhung t& khong sao hi€u noi.”

Makoto dwa cho Naoko xem bai dong dao Jack va Jill.

Jack and Jill went up the hill

To fetch a pail of water;

Jack fell down anh broke his crown,
And Jill came tumbling after.

Jack va Jill leo lén doi

Dé miic mot thung nwoc thit day;
Jack ngad vor dau,

Jill ciing trwot ngd theo sau.

Bai d6ng dao ndy c6 1€ bit ngudn tir than thoai Mt tring ctia Bic Au.
Trong cAu chuyén, hai dira tré Hyuki va Bill da bj than Mt tring bét céc
khi dang di miic nwde. Cling c6 thuyét cho ring von di viée di miic nudc
ma lai leo 1&€n d'6i da la ky la roi.

“Jack va Jill 1a phong cta anh Enami nhi?”

“Pung th¢’, ¢6 1€ phai qua d6 xem mot [an.”

Makoto 18y dau ngén tay g6 go xudng tdm ban do.

“A, t& ciing c6 mot diém thic méc.”

N6i1 ro1 Naoko dwa cho Makoto xem trang sach minh dang doc. D6 la
bai d6ng dao Chii ngdng v&i cau Chi ngdng, chii ngdng. Pweong nhién,
trong cudn sdch nay, bai dong dao d6 ciing dwoc gdp véi bai Ong ldo chan
dai.

“Nhirng bai dong dao trén tA'm thé trang tri & mdi phong 4y, tai sao lai
phdi cA't cong dwa vé nguyén ban nhi? Né&u chi don gidn 12 muén nim



dworc y nghia thi ban than bai dong dao nhw hién tai cling da r'6i.”

“U, la that da’y. Xét diéu kién tao ra 4m hiéu, thi can phai mang bai
d6ng dao Chii ngbng t&i cin phong d6. The nhung vi cin phong do ¢é hai
fang nén ki€u gi cling phai chuan bi hai bai dong dao. Vay nén ho danh
mién cwong tach bai d6 1am hai... ciu thay 1y do d6 thé nao?”

Makoto néi ra diéu dé v&i vé hoan toan khdng tu tin.

HOm nay, ho cling dn trra & nha khach. Qua nhién khong cé ai & sanh
cho ca. C6 1€ khach tro khdng thich bi ma’y tay hinh sy xét nét, vy nhwng
dén ca hai vién canh sat ciing khong thad'y béng dang dau. Trong sanh cho
chi ¢6 Kurumi va Bép tredng v&i than hinh @6 sd dang ng'di trén ghé'’

“That 1a mot diéu tro tréu trong doi.”

Bép tredng vira mang banh mi nwdng kep thit xdng khoi va ca phé dén
cho hai nguoi vira lau bau.

“Trong cudc doi nay, dan 6ng va dan ba nhi€u nhw sao trén troi, the
nhwng chinh nhirng ngwoi dan dng t6t va nhirng ngwoi dan ba tot lai chéng
c6 nguoi d€ yéu thwong. Hai cdi ngeoi nay 1a chi em t6t khang khang bam
dinh 12’y nhau, nén hai ngwoi dan ong tot lai thanh ra thura thai.”

“T6i cling dang dinh néi diéu d6 day.” Kurumi néi ma mét van khong
roi khéi cudn tap chi tuén.

“Co the t6i bing hai ngudi binh thwong. VAy nén, tinh ra 1a vira xinh.
baYy, d6 cling 1a mdt diéu tré tréu ntra.”

Anh ta nhét ban tay to béo vao tdi quan, 16i ra mot mau gia'y.

“Tw gio’ d&n thang Hai ndm sau, ¢6 nhi€u ngwoi dat phong qua. Vira nay
lai ¢6 dién thoai dat phong. Lic thi quang cdo ¢ nao khach cting khong ao
a0 t&’i, vdy ma chi vi vu tai nan d6 1én bao ma nguwoi quan tam tang vun vut.
Diéu nay ciling that mia mai. Hay la phidt huy hoang cu6i cung triede khi tan
lui nhi?”

“Tan 1yi?” Van dang nh'6m nhoam mié&ng banh mi nwdng kep thit xong
khoi trong mi€ng, Makoto ngang dau 1én hai.

“Nha khach nay s€ dong ctra sao?” Naoko ciing tiép loi.

“Ong chil 4y ma...” B&p trwdng lai nhét manh gid’y vio tdi. “Anh &y
nd6i 1a khdng mudn ti€p tuc ntra. Ma t6i cling khong mudn ép.”

“Chéc anh 4y mét mdi qud roi.” Kurumi 1én tiéng.



“Co I vay.” Bép truedng ciing thira nhan.

“Chung t6i da tirng chic chin khong thé nao d&n nong ndi nay. Mic du
nghi 12 khong th€ nhwng lai d&€n ndng ndi nay ma't r'oi, vy nén phai dwa ra
két luan thdi. Di sao thi ciling sdp d&n thdi diém bd cudc dwore roi.”

“Vay moi ngwoi dinh lam gi v&i noi nay?” Makoto thap giong hai.

“Ph4 di 12 xong. Chic ciing chfmg ai mua vé dung ntra dau.”

“Ong chi va B&p trwdng s& tich ra 1am riéng sao?”

Kurumi hdi bang giong budn budn, nhwng B&p trudng lai cudi ra't sang
khoai.

“T6i va hdn khong roi xa nhau dwoc dau. La mot cip roi. Cling nhu hai
cod ay.”

Bép trerdng nhin vEé phia hai ngwoi Naoko.

“Chc chén c6 kidu két hop nhu thé nhi? C4i nay ching logic tf nao. Du
c6 mdi ngwoi mot noi, di ¢ xa cach thé nao, thi van ¢6 mot di€ém md'c ma
ca hai cting hiéu va thé& 12 lai gin k&t v&i nhau. Néi cach khac, téi va hén,
dii 12 mot sy két hop coc cach nhung chi cin gin két v&i nhau thi lai dn
khép mot cach ky 1a.”

Naoko danh roi chi€c thia. Du nghe thdy am thanh kim loai cham xudng
nén nha nhung 4nh mét c6 vin hwdng vao khdng trung.

“Naoko, sao thé?”

“Nay, toi néi gi khong phai a?”

V& mit Naoko van thin the. Makoto lay lay vai ban, nho' vdy d4nh mét
Naoko m&i dan ngwng dong lai.

“Makoto, t& hi€u roi.”

“Hieu? Hi€u cai gi?”

“Em an xong r'di, cdim on moi ngwosi.”

Naoko dirng ddy r'oi voi vang buoc di, d€ 1ai phan banh mi kep thit xdng
khé6i vin con hon mot nira cing tach ca phé chwa hé dong dén. Makoto
cling lu6ng cudng chay theo. B&p tredng va Kurumi steng sor, chi biét cii
d4u dép 1€ roi boi roi nhin theo béng hai co gdi.

Vé dén phong, Naoko cd nén cam giac phan khich. C6 14t cuén so tay
tim bai d6ng dao Chii ngdng va bai Ong ldo chdn dai.

“Pay roi.”



Naoko kh€ th6t 1én, mé trang d6 ra va dat cudn so 1€n trén ban.

Goosey, goosey gander,
Whither shall I wander?
Upstairs and downstairs
And in my lady’s chamber.

Chii ngdng, chii ngong,
T6i se di dau day?
Di lén rOi di xudng

ROi vao phong vo toi.

Sing a song of Old father Long Legs,
Old father Long Legs

Can’t say his prayers;

Take him by the left leg,

And throw him down stairs.

Hay hdt khiic ca 6ng ldo chan dai,

Ong ldo chdn dai

Cd loi nguyén céu ciing khong thé’ noi diwoc;
Tom lay chan trdi cuia ldo,

ROI quang ldo xudng dwoi ting.

“Td hdi ciu lam sao thé’, Naoko.”

Makoto dot nhién xua't hi€n dr?lng sau, nhin chdm cham vao cudn sO cia
c0. Naoko chi tay vao hai bai dong dao nay.

“Trong phong cua anh chj Shibaura, bai dong dao tdng mot va tang hai
di lién v&i nhau. Phong cia vgr ch'ong Béc si cé cdu tric giong hét bén do,
phai chang cdc bai d6ng dao trong phong ho ciing c¢6 th€ ghép v&i nhau
theo cach twong tu?”



“Phong ctia vor chong Béc si... ¥ cdu la dem ghép bai Cau London va
bai Me Ngdong Gia v&i nhau a?”

“Pung thé day.”

“Ghép nhur thé nao?”

“Ovi trf ¢6 dau cha'm va d&'u phiy ay.”

Naoko danh d&u vao céc vi tri ¢6 ddu chd'm va ddu phay trong ting bai
dong dao.

“Tu trwde t&i gio, t& ¢ nghi chi don gidn 1a dem ghép hai bai d6ng dao
lai v&i nhau theo thit t trede sau, thé nhung khdng phai vay. Quy tic ghép
dwore the hién trong bai Chii ngdng. Moc ddnh diu 13 vi tri ddu chA'm va
da'u phay. V&i bai nay, ching ta sé xda cau Sing a song of old father Long
Legs, & vi tri ¢6 dd'u phdy dau tién cta bai Ong ldo chdn dai, sau d6 dem
ghép v&i phin con lai caa bai Chii ngdng 1a hoan thién.”

Naoko chia bai dong dao dworc Shibaura Sakiko chép ra cho Makoto
xem.

Goosey, goosey gander,
Whither shall I wander?
Upstairs and downstairs
And in my lady’s chamber.
Old father Long Legs

Can’t say his prayers:

Take him by the left legs,
And throw him down stairs.

“Y c4u 12 bai cau London va Me Ngbng Gia ciing dwoc ghép theo cich
nhw vay?”

“C6 th€ sé khdng don gian nhw vy, nhung cir thi 1am xem sao.”

Naoko m¢ trang da ghi chd lai hai bai d6ng dao d6 ra.

London Brigde is broken down.

Broken down, broken down,



London Brigde is broken down,
My fair lady.

Old Mother Goose,

When she wanted to wander.
Would ride through the air

On a very fine gander.

"Twong tw bai Ong ldo chdn dai, ta s€ x6a cau Old Mother Goose dén
hét da'u phdy d4u tién cha bai Me Ngong Gia di, sau d6 ghép v&i toan bd
phéan con lai cua bai Cau London..."

London Brigde is broken down.
Broken down, broken down,
London Brigde is broken down,
My fair lady.

When she wanted to wander.
Would ride through the air

On a very fine gander.

“T& hoan toan ching hidu gi ca.”

“Cho chiit... Trong bai Chii ngdng, hai bai ddng dao dwoc dem ghép lai,
bai nao & cudi cau dau tién ciing c6 mot da'u cha'm ding khong? Vay nén,
céc ciu con lai sau dd'u chA'm &'y ctia modi bai x6a di ciing dwoc. Ding the,
d6 1a 1y do vi sao ca bai Cau London 1an Me Ngong Gia déu c6 mot da'u
cha'm bat thwong.”

“Né&u vy thi... xem nao, mdi bai chi con lai mot cau thoi nhi?”

Makoto chép hai dong tho d6 ra.

London Brigde is broken down

When she wanted to wander

“Cau nay cau cung dich dwgc ding khong?”



"D& xem... Khi ¢6 dy di ra ngoai, cdu London bj hong?"

Makoto néi xong, Naoko 1ién v tay.

“Chinh xac. Chi c6 vay thoi. Chrfmg 1€ cau khong thdy n6 ra't giong mot
am hi€u sao?”

“Gi6ng. Nhung... ¥ nghia mi mo’ qua.”

“Khong voi vang dworc dau.”

Naoko néi giong vui vé. Dwong nhw ¢d rat ty tin v&i suy ludn ctia minh.

“Bai dong dao ti€p theo ta't nhién la bai Mill roi ding khong? Khi gio
thoi coi xay sé quay, Khi gio lang cdi xay sé dwng. Bai dong dao ndi 1é€n
mot sy that cye ky hi€n nhién nhi?”

“Oy day.”

Makoto tim thay bai dong dao d6 trong cudn Me Ngong.

When the wind blows,
Then the mill goes;
When the wind drops,
Then the mill stops.

“T& chiu, phai lam gi v&i bai nay?”

“C6 vé nhw n€u chi cham cham vao y nghia thi khong on.”

“Pung vay nhi. Nhin chung la ta da tim ra cach ghép bai Cdu London va
Me Ngong Gia dwa vao bai Chii ngong va Ong ldo chdn dai, tham khao bai
nay c6 the bi€n doi hinh thirc 4m hiéu thém mot chiit nira chang.”

“Bién doi hinh thirc 4m hiéu thém mot chiit a...? Nhung ma bai nay cé
vé chd'm phay khong c6 gi ba't thwong ca.”

“Chéc chén phai c6 da'u hiéu khdc chi.”

Naoko nhin ky tirng chit trong ciu tho hai ngwoi vira tim ra. London
Brigde is broken down, When she wanted to wander va ma’y cau trong bai
Mill. Chic chin phai c6 mdt chiéc chia khéa nao d6 dwoc gidu bén trong.
Cudi cling 4nh mét c6 dirng lai & mot chix. D6 1a chir when, nghia 12 khi.

_“When_ chinh Ia tw chia khéa chang?”

Co6 vwra néi ra cau d6, Makoto lién d6ng tinh. “T¢& ciing nghi vay.”



"Trong cau nao ciing ¢6 cum Khi... thi... Tuy nhién & bai Mill thi trai
ngwoc voi v& khi gid thoi con ¢c6 mot v& nguoe nghia khi gid lang."

“Vay thi chaalng phai bon minh ciing nén tht vi€t lai cau van nay theo
céach teong ty hay sao?”

“Viet 1ai?”

“Vi du nhw theé" nay.”

Naoko viét cau sau l1&€n cudn so:

When she wants to wander,
Then London Brigde is broken down;
When she does not want to wander,

Then London Brigde is not broken down.

_“Khi cb &y di ra ngoai, cau London hong. Khi c¢6 &y khong di ra ngoai,
cau London khong hong..._ Ki€u nhw nay 4. Poc 1€n c thd'y khap khénh
thé' nao ay.”

“Chau chudt thém chit ntra nhi? Bai Mill khong st dung tw not ma st
dung tw trai nghia, minh cling nén lam nhw thé” xem sao.”

“Trai nghia v&i di ra ngoai la tro vé. .. ding khong?”

"Trai nghia v&i hdng 1a hoan thién. Vi dang n6i d€n ciy cau nén co I&
ndi 1ién s€ hop 1y hon. Vi vay, phian dich ti€ng Nhat s€ thanh Khi ¢ 4y tro
vé, cau London sé ndi lién."

“ff, nhw vdy &n hon ddy. Thé con cd 4y duoc nhic dén & day 14 ai?”

“K¢& bén phong Mill 1a phong Jack va Jill phai khong? Jack la t€n con
trai ro1, Jill thi sao?”

“Gia thuy€t 1a con trai cling ¢c6 ma gia thuy€t la con gai ciing c6.”
Makoto nhin cudn sich noi.

“Vay thi chic chén 1a néi d&n Jill roi.”

“Nhu’ﬂg cr két n6i mot cach don gian thé” c6 on khong? Phong Jack va
Jill nam hoi tach ra so v&i nhirtng phong khac day.”

“Nhwng con phong nao khéac nira dau. P61 dién véi phong Mill khong
phai mdt cdn phong ma hinh nhw 13 chd nghi giai lao 4Yy...”



“Dung vay...”

Makoto dirng 1én khoi gh&’, vin khoanh hai tay trede nguc, di 1ong vong
quanh ban. Thinh thodng lai li€c mét nhin ddm ghi chd 16n xon trén ban.
Duwong nhw ¢d dang xem xét lai nhirng 14p luén cta bon ho t nay toi gio
li€u da chinh xac chua.

“Khong biét anh t& da gidi 4am hiéu nay nhw thé nao nhi?”

Khong chiu ndi nira, Naoko dm dau. That buc bdi, chi con chiit xiu nira
tho6i, qua trinh giai 4m hiéu dang ti€n tri€n ba't ngo'.

“Anh...”

Nghe cau né6i d6 ctia Naoko, Makoto 14p tirc ding lai.

“Anh Koichi toeng viét Me Maria vé nha khi nao? dtng khong?”

Naoko tw tir ngang maét 1én nhin Makoto. Makoto noi.

“P61 dién voi phong Mill 1a khu vee nghi giai lao nhi, & d6 c6 dit mét
chi&€c ban tron... Trén d6 c6 birc twong Pirc me Maria...”

Hai nguoi nhin nhau r'6i d6ng thanh.

“Khi Maria tré vé, cau London s€ dwoc noi lién!”

Naoko chay b0 vao phong ngd cudng cudong luc tim trong tdi xach, 18y
ra tA'm buwu thi€p da nhan dwoc te Koichi.

“Co Ay duoc nhic dén & diy 12 Maria ding khong? Pé6 1a 1y do tai sao
twong Dlirc me Maria lai dwoc dit trang tri & d6.”

Makoto git dau.

“Ciling vi th¢’ ma anh Koichi hoi cau héi ky la d6 nhi. Nhwng nho vay
ma bon minh ¢6 th€ chéc chdn, viéc gidi 4m hiéu cho d&n hién tai khong c6
gi nham lan.”

"Vay la theo kip anh &y r6i. By gio: d&€n lwot bon minh phai tim cho ra
Khi me Maria tro vé."

Mat troi da nga bong.
Naoko va Makoto mang theo xéng, d6i chan cé thé néi dang chay trén



con dwong nui tuy€t. Thinh thodng hai ngwoi lai nhin dong h'6. Hon thé
ntra, con khong bi€t bao nhi€u Ian ngwdc nhin bau troi phia Tay. Khac voi
Makoto thudc tip th€ thao, Naoko trong nhuw sip vo tim d&n noi. M6 hoi
chdy vao mét, I'ong nguc dau tirc. N&u 12 moi khi thi Makoto s& bdo Naoko
“Purng cd qud,” nhwng hdm nay cd chi c6 th€ dong vién “Cd 1én!” ma thoi.
Béan than Naoko ciing hoan toan khdng c6 y dinh nghi. Co ban la vi ho
khong c6 thoi gian.

Khi hoang hon rwce do, cdu London sé noi lién.

Naoko nham di nham lai cau d6 trong dau, nhw mot cau than chui giam
dau.

Ngwoi phat hién ra bai dong dao Con bo ruiia 1a Makoto. C6 ¢cam cudn sach
trén tay, h'oi 1au khong thd't nén 1oi. Makoto nin thé gio trang sach doé téi
tredrc mat Naoko.

Ladybird, ladybird,

Fly away home,

Your house is on fire

And your children all gone,
All except one

And that’s little Ann

And she has crept under
The warming pan.

Bo rua, bo rua,

Hay mau bay vé nha,

Nha cua ban dang chdy

Cdc con cua ban da bo chay hét,
Tat cd chi trie mot

Do la Ann bé nho

Va c6 bé dang bo



Phia dwoi gdm ban swoi.

O phwong Tay, ladybird thwong gin véi Our Lady, tirc Pic me Dong
trinh Maria. Trong phian chu thich cé ghi 16 nhw vdy. Va Nha cia bagn dang
chdy c6 nghia 1a bau trosi mau do.

“Chinh 1a luc hoang hon day.”

Makoto nghiém tdc nhin sang Naoko. “Bai d6ng dao mudn néi vi troi
sap t6i roi nén hiy mau tré vé ndi di. N6i cach khac, thdi di€ém me Maria
trd V€ nha chinh la vao lic chiéu t5i.”

“Khi d6 cau London s€ dwoc no1 1i€n?”

“Béng...” Makoto 1am bam. “Khi dnh chiéu ta buéng xuéng, béng cta
cay cau da s€ kéo dai. Cay cau da trong thyc t€ da bj gay, nhwng béng cua
no thi van ¢6 th€ ndi lai véi nhau phai khong?”

"Néu dao & chd dé... O, nhung con bai Jack va Jill?"

“Loi tho ctia nd 1a... Jack di 1én ndi mic nwdc ding khdng? Midc nwde
thi ¢6 th€ lién twdng d&n viéc dao gi€ng, vy minh hiéu ring hiy dao & chd
dé 1a hop 1y nhi?”

Makoto di vao phong ngli, mé ctra s6. Kha 1au roi troi méi ¢é ning, the’
nhung mit troi da nga han vé phia Tay.

“Pi thdi.” Makoto nim 14"y tay Naoko. “Né&u khong thi khong biét T4n
hoang hon ryc do ti€p theo 1a khi nao dau.”

Mic du da tdi ddy viec, nhung dwong van rat kho di. Tuyét khong nhiéu
nhung khip noi toan 12 sdi d4, tuyét dong bing trén dé nén néu lor 1a s&
treegt chian ngay. Du vAy mit troi vAn dn d'An 1dn xudng, hai ngwoi chglng
¢6 thoi gian ddu ma di dirng can than.

“MAay hom nay tuy€t khong roi nhiéu, vy ma dwdi nay ciing dong lai
déang k& nhi.”

Di phia trrd'c Naoko, Makoto néi. Pén ca hoi thd cua cd a4y cling ¢
chut ro1 loan roi.

“Tredc hom chiing ta dén tuy€t roi rd't nhiéu thi phai. Takase da néi
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vay.



Naoko da hoan toan thé khdng ra hoi. Nhin bong Iwng Makoto dé 1én,
cd biét troi da chuyén hoang hon. Hai ngwoi don hét siec buwde di that
nhanh.

“Nhin kia.”

Ngay sau khi leo 1én mét tang da 1on, Makoto dwa tay chi. Nhin vé phia
d6 ¢6 th€ thdy bong cua ciy cau da do dai nhw thé dang bo dwdi ddy vuec.
DPing nhv Makoto dy dodn, bong ctia cdy ciu da bi gdy ngang chung gio
sip dwoc ndi lien.

“Cho kia. T&i chd kia di.”

Hon bao gio hét, Makoto bét dau di chuyén that nhanh. Naoko biét
minh khong th& dudi kip ban. VAiy nén tredc mit danh nhd co Ay t&i d6
triede, con Naoko tré 1ai t6'c d6 trong gidi han kha ndng ctia minh.

T lic mit trdi bit dau 1dn, trdi t61 rat nhanh. Khi Naoko t&i dwoe chd
Makoto thi xung quanh béng t&i ciing bit dau bao phul.

“Sao theé?”

Naoko hoi vi Makoto ci¢ dirng mai & mdt chd, khong hé di chuyén. Co
dng ba't dong va nhin chdm cham xudng chan.

“Cau sao th&?”

Naoko hdi lai, Makoto van im ling chi xudng dwdi chin. Trén mit dat
14n 10n bun va tuyét, chi ¢6 duy nha't vi tri d6 d€'10 ra mau den cia dat.

“La chd nay sao?”

Naoko nhin Makoto. C6 van khong néi gi, chi im ling git d4u. Sau d6
cd néi “Thir dao 1én ndo.” roéi bit dau cdm xéng xudng mit da't. Hinh nhu
da't ngdm nudc nén mém hon, xéng dé dang dam vao, so v&i dao da't thong
thwong ¢6 vé nhe nhang hon.

“T¢ cling dao.”

Puoc mot lic thi Naoko ciing bat dau gitp. Pat wdt khd niing nhung
khong c6 da to hay tap vat gi. Cudi cung ciing vang 1én am thanh xéng cua
Makoto va vao vat gi d6 cing. Naoko cam thd’y h'6i hdp. Makoto ng'6i xom
xudng, can than phai 1o¢p dat bén trén vat d6. Vi troi da kha tdi nén Naoko
11én bat den pin. Vat d6 1a mot chi€c hop kha ci.

“Trong nhw hop dung quyt 8y.”

Makoto 1am bam nhw doc thoai.



“Th m@ ra xem nao.”

Liic Naoko néi ra ciu d6, tay Makoto di cham t&i nip ctia chiéc hop.
Naoko d3 nghi c6 1& ndp hdp phai dwoe ¢ dinh bang dinh hay gi d6, nhung
khong, né c¢6 the mé ra dé khong ngo.

“Qua ding nhw dy doan.”

Nhin vao trong hdp, Makoto noi.

“Dw doan?” Naoko vira hdi vwra li€c vao bén trong, bat gidc th6t 1én
e

Chiéc hop rong khong.

“Tai sao lai... rdng?”

“Cau tra loi rd't don gian.” Makoto ddp ho hirng. “Ai d6 da t&i truedc va
18y thr & bén trong di r'6i.”

“Co 1€ 1a vay nhi.”

Dot nhién nghe tiéng néi tir ddng sau, Naoko gidt minh. Makoto ciing
ding diy tha thé, nhung r'oi ngay lap tic tha 1dng. Pang vat va ti€n vé
phia hai cd trong d6i ung cao su la canh sat treudng Muramasa va
Nakabayashi.

“Ong Muramasa. .. tai sao éng lai & day?”

Nghe giong Makoto day ngo’ vuc, ngwoi dan 6ng nhd bé khé phay tay
tra lovi.

“Khong d&n mirc theo d6i du, chi la thad’y hai cd trang bi d6 can than di
ra ngoai nén chung toi theo sau thoi.”

N6i xong, 6ng li€c mdt cai vao bén trong chi€c hd hai ngwoi vira dao.

“Vay a? Vay la ké nao d6 da dao Ién trwdc ching ta a?”

“Chinh 1a hung thi, ngwoi da gi€t Koichi.” Makoto qua quyét néi. “Cé
1€ dén cudi cung Koichi da gidi dwgrc dm hiéu. Hung thu bi€t dwoe digu do
1i€n gi€t anh &y hong chi€m doat thanh qua.”

Thé& nhwng vién canh sit khong dép lai. Ong ta chi ngdi x6m xudng,
chdm chi quan sét hinh déng chiéc 10.

“Hoang hon co6 lién quan gi sao?”

Van trong tw thé ng'di x0m, dng ngwdc 1én hdi. Naoko tra 101.

“Puing th€”. Vi tri bong ciy cau hoan chinh lic hoang hon chinh la dia



di€m am hiéu chi dén.”

“Ra vay.”

Vién canh sat dirng diy, thi thAm gi d6 vao tai Nakabayashi. Cau ta gat
dau hai, ba céi r'oi theo 181 cti khan treong quay lai.

“Cam gi4c khé chiu 1dm da’y, 6ng canh sit.” Makoto thap giong néi nhuwr
phén d6i. “Cac 6ng khong dinh cho ching t6i bi€t minh dang c6 gi trong
tay... phai khong?”

Lién sau do, vién canh sat nhin hai ngwoi cweoi khoai tra.

“Péau c6. D€ t6i néi hét toan bd voi hai ¢6 nao. Néu tdi nhd khong
nham, thi c6 th€ gidi quy€t vu an nay roi.”



JACK VA JILL

] ——

Nhu th€ doi cho khong khi trong sanh cho rom ra 1én, canh sat tredng
Muramasa m&i xué't hién. Vwra thd'y bong dang nguwoi dan 6ng nhd bé, Bép
tredng dang trdo bai 1ién dirng lai va nhin 6ng bing 4nh mét yéu kinh rat
khé dién dat bang 151i.

Muramasa dirng & mé sanh cho’, khuén mat tron xoe di chuyén khi 6ng
ta nhin khip mot lwot. Tinh ca khach tro va nhan vién nha khdch, ¢ tong
cdng muwoi bon ngwoi tdp trung & day. Lic nay l1a hon chin gio mot chuit.
MA&Yy ngueoi khach tro dang vui vé choi bai dwong nhw cling nhén ra dang
vé& khdc la cta 6ng. Ong chi ditng d6, dwa dnh mét binh than quan sét ting
ngwoi mot. Tw thai dd binh than d6, ngwoi ta ¢6 the cdm nhan dwgc c6 diéu
gi d6 siu sic an chira bén trong.

Naoko dang doc tap chi & ghé trong ciing. Bt gdp 4nh mét dng, cd 1ién
chdm chid nhin ddp lai nhw muén dong vién. Anh méit ho giao nhau chi
chung hai, ba gidy. Naoko cam thdy hinh nhuw Muramasa hoi gat nhe déu.
Néu la v@y thi, ¢é Ié minh ciing nén ddp lgi. Viy nhung, 4nh mat khong
bi€u cdm chia 6ng da di chuyén di chd khéc.

“Rat xin 16i quy vi.”

Sau khi dd nhin hét moi ngwdi mot lwot, vin bang chit giong the thé
moi khi, 6ng cat ti€ng. Vi mudn tat cd chd y nén 6ng van hét kha nang
chi€c ¢ hong ctia minh. Ai nd’y déu ngung tay.

“Hay danh cho t6i mdt chit thoi gian. S€ xong ngay thoi.”

Ong chii dirng 1én, nhitng 14 bai trén tay anh bj quiing xudng ban thanh
mot mo 16n x0n.

“Ong dinh 1am gi vay? Ong dd hira s& khong 1am phién dé&n khéch tro



ctia toi r'6i co' ma. Ong dinh nudt 1o a?”

“Xin hay ng6i xudng.” Muramasa nhe nhang néi. “Chung to61 dang di€u
tra, xin hdy hop tdc. Puoc roi, anh Kirihara, xin hdy ngdi xudng. Va ling
nghe nhirng diéu ching tdi sdp néi day!”

Né&u 1a Ong cha ngay thwong thi c6 18 ki€u gi ciing phai cw nw thém mot
cau. Th& nhwng anh ta da khong lam vdy. Xung quanh vién canh sat tredng
nhd bé nhw phat ra thir gi d6 khi€n anh danh phai lam theo loi 6ng ta.
Muramasa lai dwa mét nhin mot vong nira, sau dé tir tir mé miéng.

“Budi t01 hai hdm trwdc, anh Oki da bi nga tw trén cdy cau da phia sau
nha khach xu6ng va t& vong. K&t qua qua trinh di€u tra nghiém tic, can
than vu an nay cho thd’y day 1a mot vu giét ngwoi dwoe dan dyng thanh tai
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nan.

Cach noi cida 6ng hét siec don gian, hét nhw dang bao cdo két qua diéu
tra thong thwong. Hau hét nhirng ngwoi dang ¢6 mat & sanh cho khi d6
nha't thoi khong hi€u dwoe nhirng diéu 6ng vira néi. Sau mot h'di im lang,
si kich dong clia tirng ngwdi méi dang khip sanh cho.

“Cai quai gi vay...”

Qua nhién, ngwdi d4u tién phan tng 12 Ong chi. C6 18 vi 1a ngwdi phat
hién ra xac ché&t nén anh ta khong the tin di€u canh sat tred'ng Muramasa
vira noi.

“La dua dung khong?”

Cau nay la caa Bép trlré’ng. DPén tn bay gior anh ta vin ¢Am bai trén tay.
Muramasa nhin vé phia Ong chd va B&p tredng, khudén mat hoi gian ra.

“Khong, day 1a sy thuc.”

“Thoi di€m t& vong thay doi a?”

Béc si dit cAu hoi rat dic trung ctia 6ng. Muramasa lic dau.

“Khong dau, Béc si. Thoi di€m ti vong khdng hé thay doi. Co 1€ chinh
la ldc ddng h'd ctia nan nhan ngung chay, ldc bay gio b6n mwoi lam phit.”

“Vdy thi 1a tai nan ch?” BE&p tredng noi.

“Khong, 1a bj giét.” Muramasa van binh than ddp. “Hung tht da st dung
manh khoe.”

“C6 mdnh khée d€ khong ¢in dén hién trrong van ¢ the€ day nan nhéin
rol xudng sao?”



“Pung the".”

Bép tredng khit miii. “Le& nao ¢6 manh khée tinh vi the”.”

“Pung vady.” Muramasa lap lai mot Tan nwra. “M&t manh khée vo cung
tinh vi. Trwdc tién, t6i xin dworc giai thich twong tdn manh khée d6.”

Khi 6ng n6i ra cau do, Naoko va Makoto khong nhin v€ phia 6ng ma
lealng ling dwa méit quan sdt mot nhan vat khdc dang c6 mit & diy. Ho mudn
bi€t phan rng cia ngwoi nay thé nao. Cau chuyén ctia canh sat dang vao
doan giai thich manh khde, néi cach khac la viéc danh trdo tim van ma&i
thanh tdA'm vén cii. TGi day, hai ngwdi Naoko ¢6 the chic chin bi€u cam cia
hin di thay d&i o rét.

Giai thich xong, Muramasa lai nhin khﬁp legt moi ngwoi mot Tan nira
r'oi néi v&i bi€u cam tran day tw tin ki€u khong ai phdn do6i diing khong.

“That ra ngwoi phat hién ra manh khée nay khong phai la ching toi.
Ching t6i da c6 dworc loi chirng quan trong tor mot trong s& cac vi khach &
day. Theo d6, k& hoach ctia hung thi c6 thé€ néi ngay toe dau da tha't bai.”

Muramasa tw twe di lai. Khéng ai néi mét 1o nao, hoan toan im ling.
Trong khong gian yén 4ing 4y, tiéhg gidy clia 6ng vang 1&én v&i nhip diéu cé
g1 dé hoi ky di.

“Ti€p theo, van d€ hung thi, viéc Ian ra thi pham Tan nay don gian dén
bat ngo. N6i cdch khdc, hung thil va manh khée gay 4n ludn gin két.”

“Ludn gén k&t?” Ong chii hai lai.

“Pung thé". Sau khi bi€t dwgc manh khée nay, trede tién phai nghi the”
nao nhi? Théng thwong s€ phai nghi xem ai 1a ngwoi muén lam di€u nay
ding khong? Thé nhung cling c6 cach dat van dé, ai 1a ngwoi da nghi ra
manh d6?”

“That sic bén.” Pay la 1o ciia Kamijo.

“Cam on!” Vién canh sat cudi nhe dau dap.

“C6 € ai cling d€' y d&€n mdt chi ti€t, d6 1a n€u danh trdo tAm van ma ciu
Oki dinh dung d€ di qua cAu bang mot tAim van muc, thi gitta chirng tAm
van s€ gdy va lam cau 2y roi1 xudng. Theé nhung trong thyc t€ thi sao? Cach
thiec thi On, nhung ra't ¢6 kha nang gitra chirng tAm van khong gay. Néu
tAm van muc qud 19 liéu, thi cau Oki c6 th€ phat hién ra. Néu lam khong
khéo con c6 th€ bi canh st nhin thau. Tém lai 1a hung tha phai chon dwgc
mot tAm van ma Oki nhin bé ngoai s& khong nhén ra, hon ntra con phai



khong chiu dwoe sirc nang ciia mot ngwei. Van dé la nguoi ¢6 the chon ra
mot tA'm van dac bi€t nhu th€ trong sd nhitng nguoi ¢ ddy c6 tin may
nguoi.”

Cam nhin dwg'c moi nguoi ba't gidc nin thd. Naoko nh¢d lai minh cling
trng c6 chit kich dong khi Ian dau nghe Muramasa néi nhirng 1o nay. Lic
nghe hai cd gdi néi vé manh khée nay, 6ng da ngay 14p tirc dit ra nhirng
nghi van nhw thé”. Pwong nhi€n, bon Makoto chi bi€t tram tr'o, “Muramasa
qua nhién la vd cung chuyén nghiép.”

Vién canh sét ti€p tuc bang giong nhira nhua.

“Theo d6, vi nao c6 the'lam dwerec di€u nay nhi?”

“Cho chat.”

Ong chi néi bing giong sic bén roi ding 1én. “Cach néi chuyén cia
ong, téi tha'y cit nhu dang nhim vao tdi 47y.”

Lap ttirc, Muramasa nhin Ong chi bing vé mit hai hude.

“HO, vay sao?”

“Chzatng phai vay hay sao? Ra't nhiéu d6 dac, dung cu cta nha khach nay
d@éu la do tir tay toi lam. Chiing loai ciing nhur do chic chin cta cic tAim gd
thi it nhiéu t6i cling nam dwoe. T nhitng gi 6ng dang giai thich, toi la
ngwoi c6 kha ning gy an cao nha't day.”

“Né&u hiéu theo cdch d6 thi em ciing vy ma, Ong cha.”

Tiéng ndi pht ra tr phia ria sanh cho. Tha'y 4nh mét ctia moi ngwdi do
ddn vEé phia minh, Takase ding 1én.

“Téi cling thwong phu gitp Ong chi 1am méy viéc d6. Tinh trang vat
liéu trong kho c¢6 khi t6i con nim rd hom. Theo dé, tdi cling trong danh
sach nghi pham ding khong?”

“T6i thi khac.” B&p tredng noéi. “Ngoai ndu nwdng ra tdi lam gi ciing
vung vé. Nhung cling khong dé€n noi ca cwa cling khong bi€t dung.”

“Ne€u la cwa thi toi cliing bi€t dung.”

Chéng hiéu nghi gi, Phu nhan ciing gio' tay 1én. O’ bén canh, chéng ba
cuong cuong kéo tay ba xudng.

Khong khi sanh cho’ ¢6 chit hdn loan.

Muramasa cwoi kho, gior tay nhwe mudn néi diwgc roi dworc roi.

“Moi ngwoi khdong can phai ng ctr. Ching t6i s€ ndi rd hung tha 1a ai.



Co6 dréu khac chung t61 mudn quy vi nghi gium. Tai sao cau Oki lai mudn
di qua cdu d&€n mirc phai lam mot viéc nguy hi€m nhw thé? Vwa hay cau
Takase dang dirng. Theo c4u la tai sao?”

Takase boi rdi hét nhw cdu hoc trdo dot nhién bi goi 1én tra loi ding cau
héi khé. Lic trudc, hai ngwoi Naoko ciing da ting bi canh sat tredng hoi
cau nay.

“Anh 8y c6 viéc & phia bén kia chang?”

Cau 2y ciing tra 1ol giong hét hai nguoi lic do.

“Mot cdu tra loi kinh di€n nhi?” Muramasa nhin quanh.

“Vi€c, c6 ra't nhieu loai viéc dung khong? Cau &y da di dau, da lam gi?
Ching tdi da di€u tra viéc lam cta cdu Oki ti mi mot [an nira va biét dwoc
mot chuyén. Cau &y ¢ mac mot chi€c 4o khoéc treot tuyét hi€u Gore-Tex,
phéan khuyu tay cua chi€c 4o d6 bi ban den. K&t qua diéu tra cho thay vét
den d6 la carbon, hay con goi la than. Hon nwra, giay leo ndi cda céu aYy
cling ¢c6 mot lwong nhd chat gidng hét. The nhwng thir xem xét xung quanh
khu vyc nha khach thi khong noi nao ¢6 chat &y. Do vay, ching toi thir tim
hi€u khu vyc nii phia sau...”

Ong nhin vé phia Takase cwdi bi hi€m. “Va phdt hién ra cdu Ay da tdi
can choi nwong than. Sau khi xem xét, ching toi phat hién dau vét nguoi
da teng vao can choi d6 dao gan day rat ro rang, thanh phan than ciing
giong het.”

“Can choi nwdng than? C6 mot noi nhw thé” sao?”

Béc si hdi, khong nhdm vao ai. Ngwdi tra 167 1a Ong cha.

“Noi &y da ¢6 twe cach day rat lau roi. Bay gio khong con ai st dung
ntra, ma tdi nghi cling khoéng ¢6 ai di toi d6.”

“Thé& nhwng vi mot 1y do nao dd, cau Oki da toi can choi nwdng than ay.
Viéc chiing tdi suy luan ring vio budi t&1 hom dién ra bira tiéc, dja di€m ma
ciu &y mudn t&i sau khi qua cau chinh 1a can choi nwdng than 1a thda dang
dung khong?”

“Biét vdy, nhung d€ lam gi co’ chr?” Béc si hoi.

“Chéc chin khong phdi d€ nedng than roi.” Bép trudng tra 101.

“Anh 8y dén gdp ai d6 chang?”

Pang ng6i cung ch'dng tan trong gbc, Shibaura Sakiko ddt nhi€n nho



giong dwa ra y kién. Tha'y moi ngwdi hwdng mét vé phia minh, Shibaura
Toshio Iién huych cti chd. “Khdng dwoc néi may suy nghi mo h'é dau.
Chuyén bay gio ra't quan trong da’y.”

“Khong dau, xin ¢6 ¢ néi ty nhién.”

Muramasa hoi ctii dau, nhin vE€ phia Sakiko.

“Chung t6i ciing nghi la ciu &y t&i gdp ai d6. Hon ntra con phai cuc ky
bi mét. Ngwoi ma ciu &y di gdp c6 th€ chinh 1a hung thd. Tai sao lai nhw
vay? Xét cach thirc ciia manh khée d6 thi hung thd budc phai biét dwoc
thoi di€m ma Oki st dung tdi'm van d€ di qua cau. Th& nhung tai sao ké do
lai biét? To6i nghi rang vi hung tha di giao wée nhw vy véi ciu 4y.”

“Xin hay cho mot chut.”

Béc si gio tay 1€n ngén t6c d§ ndi ra't nhanh cta vién canh sat. R6i ong
ngrdc mét 1én trin nha nhu the dang suy nghi diéu gi d6, mat khép ho,
miéng bit d4u 14m nham.

“Oki da t¢i can choi nwdng than mét Ian. Va trén dwong d€n do Tan thir
hai thi bj roi ti trén ciy cau dd xudng, sau do6 tir vong. Lan thir hai dé cau
dy di d€ gdp mdt nguoi, va ngeoi dé chinh 1a hung thd. Néu vay thi Ian
dau tién khi ciu 2y dén cin choi nwdng than d6, kha nédng cao ciling 1a di
gdp hung tha ding khong?”

“DPung vay.”

Muramasa cti dau that siu nhe mudn ndi y cia ching téi chinh la vay.

“Ching t6i dang suy luan xem vi muc dich gi ma Oki va hung thu phai
toi gdp nhau & can choi nwong than d6 t&i ma’y Tan, va lam thé nao ma viéc
Oki str dung tdm van d€ di qua cau chi ¢6 Oki va hung thu biét. Chiing toi
da dwa vao nhirng diéu dé de ti€n hanh diéu tra. Thém ntra, k&€t qua khao
sat viéc Iya chon tA'm van nhw t6i vira trinh bay khi nay da gitp ching toi di
d&n mot két ludn: Trong s& nhirng nguoi & day, hung thi chi ¢ th€ 1a mot
ngwoi.”

Chép tay sau lung, 6ng bit dau budc di chdm cham trong tw the hoi
khom ngwdi trede dnh mét ddi theo ciia moi ngwdi. Ong im ling mot hdi,
dwa mét nhin tir géc no sang géc kia nhw d€ xdc nhan lai mot T'4an nita phan
ung cda teng nguwoi. Nhirng nguoi dang doi theo hanh ddng &y ciling hoan
toan im ldng.

Cudi ciing, tiéng gidy cta 6ng ciing dirng lai. Sau d6, bing mot dong tac



tw nhién tuyét dep, 6ng chi tay vao mot nguoi. P6 cling chinh 1a nhan vat
ma bon Naoko chdam chd quan sat nha't cit nha't dong twr nay toi gior.

“Thua pham chinh l1a cdu ding khéng, Enami?”

Vién cénh sét chi tay. Ttr khodnh khic @6 cho t&i khi Enami c6 phan tng
d4u tién, thoi gian troi di trong vo nghia. Toan bd d4nh mét clia moi ngudi
déu tap trung vao vién canh sit nhd bé va Enami, may 14 bai cling roi khoi
tay B&p treong.

Enami da nghich vé&i miy d6ng phinh. Am thanh kho kh&c phét ra nhe
nhe. Khi 4m thanh d6 ngung lai ciing 1a lic anh ta 1én ti€ng.

“Tai sao lai la t6i?”

Sdc mit anh ta hoi tii nhung giong néi rat rd rang. Dudng nhw d6 l1a
thanh tri cudi cung cta anh ta, Naoko nghi.

“Tai sao u? Chéng phai chi c6 th€'1a cau thoi sao?”

Canh sét tredng Muramasa c6 1€ qua quen thudc voi cuc dién ki€u nay
r'oi nén vé mit van ra't binh than, 6ng ti€p tuc bud'c chAm cham.

“Ching t6i dd man phép diéu tra vé ndi dung cdng viéc & cOng ty cua
ciu. Nghién ctru vat liéu xay dwng ding khong? Theo d6 thi ¢ thé néi cau
14 chuyén gia vé céc loai vat liéu gd, vat liéu co ban trong nha ki€u Nhat
nhi?”

Khi nghe nhitng 1o 4%, si hodng loan noi khée mét Enami hién 1én
trong tich tic. P& che gidu diéu d6, anh ta khép mét r'6i néi bang giong than
nhién.

“Qua nhién né€u d€ y dén di€u do thi téi c6 vé dang nghi hon nhirng
ngwoi khac.”

Anh ta néi day y tir. Ngirng mét hoi, anh ta cao giong.

“The nhung... trinh d§ nhin trang thai m&i mot ma dodn dinh dwgc do
chic chin clia vat liéu gd, thi chi cin 12 mot ngudi 6 chiit kinh nghiém
cling ¢6 the€ d& dang nhin ra. Nhw dd néi khi ndy, vi du nhw Ong chi cia
nha khach nay hay cdu Takase t6i nghi cling cé the’ lam dwoc dieu d6. Ma
khong, chinh nhitng ngwoi dich than lam @6 vat con bi€t 6 hon mét
chuyén gia nghién ctru suéng nhw to6i day.”

Nghe xong cdu ndy, Ong chii va Takase nhin Enami bing 4nh mét gay
git, nhung cudi cling hai ngwdi déu khong néi gi. Thi bdi mdi vira ndy



chinh hai ngwoi da thwa nhan diéu d6 da’y thoéi. Tuy vy, bi€u cam cua
Muramasa van khong hé thay doi. Khée miéng 6ng thodng hién ra mot nu
cwoi nhat.

“Qua didng nhw ciu ndi. Vay thi doi cach suy nghi théi. BE danh trao
dwoc tA'm van, theo cdu liéu hung tha da ti€n hanh Iam viéc d6 khi nao?”

Enami khong c6 vé gi 1a sé tra 1oi. Anh ta bay ra vé tuyét d6i khong biét.
Muramasa cd tinh lam mdt ngac nhi€n va ndi.

“Chéc chin khong th€ 12 ban ngay dwoc. N&u trdo tAm vin sém qud, 16
dau Oki lai géan cay céu thi s€ phat hién ra mat. Tinh dé€n diéu do, thoi gian
danh trdo chi con rat han ché&’. N6i cach khac, chi ¢6 the' 1a ngay trede hodc
ngay sau khi bira tiéc bat dau ma thdi. Téi dy, nhirng cdi tén ma ciu Enami
vira nhic t&i khi ndy 13 anh Kirihara va cdu Takase, tredc va sau khi bira
tiéc bit dau c6 1& curc ky ban ron, tdi nghi tuyét d5i khong cé thoi gian ranh
rdi ma ra khoi nha khach dau. Nhu vy, bang phrong phdp loai trir, ciu trd
loic 1€ dars.”

“Chi vay thoi ma c6 the k&t ludn 12 toi sao? Liéu c6 th€ chic chin trong
s& nhitng khach tro khdc khong cé ai nidm dwoc kiéh thitc d6 nhung gidu
nhem sao? Mot diéu mo' h'6 nhw vay ciing c6 the coi 1a bing ching a?”

Enami nh&ch mép nhw ché& giéu céch suy nghi cia Muramasa, khong
ngwng nghich nhirng d6ng phinh trong tay, nhuwng ¢ 1€ trong 1ong anh ta da
10.

“Cau da dén can choi nwong than ding khéng?”

DOt nhi€n Muramasa néi sang mot di€u hoan toan chfmg lién quan dén
mach chuyén hién tai. Ban thadn Enami cé chdt bat ngo, nhitng vi khach
xung quanh cling ngac nhién khéng kém. Vién canh sat dwa hai tay ra truedc
mit Enami, chim chidm nhin khuén mit anh ta.

“Cau da dén do ding khong? Can choi nwdng than ay?”

Enami htr mdi mot tié€ng.

“Gi chir, @6t nhién...”

“Cén choi nedng than ma chiing tdi nhic dén tir ndy t&i gio Ay, clu da
dén d6 dung khong?”

“T61 khong bi€t noi d6.”

“Khong bi€t sao? La that day.” Muramasa chi tay v€ phia hanh lang.



“Poi gidy di tuy&t mau tring c6 hoa tiét k& dd dit ti gidy bén canh hanh
lang, ddi 4y 14 ctia cAu Enami ding khong? C& gidy chic chin 12 25.5 nhi?”

Anh méit Enami chuyén dong rdi loan.

“Préu do... la sao?”

“Nhin thi tha'y doi giay kha ban phai khong? Ching t6i da 18y mot it
chat ban & d6 dem di xét nghi€m.”

“Chzatng phai rat that 1€ hay sao, tw tién dong vao d'6 ctia ngwoi khdc.”

“Ca giay ctia nhirng nguwoi khac ching t6i cling déu ki€m tra hét. Biéu
dé chi don gian 1a vi cong viéc thoi.”

C6 1€ vi mudn khiéu khich Enami, giong diéu cua vién canh sat nho bé
dot nhién kéo dai ra nhu phim quay cham.

“Nhirng thtt nhw chat ban, rac cling rat quan trong trong viéc diéu tra
da’y. Sau khi phan tich chit ban 18y dwoc tw doi giay co 25.5 cha ciu, chi
mdt lwong rat nhod thoi, ching téi da két ludn dwoe d6 1a than. Cau nghi
xem liéu giay cta cdu c6 th€ dinh thir d6 & dau?”

Nhw th€ 1oi néi d6i da bi boc tran, Enami/cfrng hong. Muramasa ciing
im lang. Khong khi nang né ngwng dong khap sanh cho. Phd vo sy yén
ling A%y 1a ti&€ng bip bip clia dong h'd dién ti deo tay. Moi nguwdi hwdng mét
vE phia am thanh phat ra, Shibaura ludng cudng thido chi€c dong ho ra
diéu chinh. Nhan lic &y, Enami cat ti€ng.

“A, nhic m&i nhé, t6i c6 d&n d6 mot Tan. Vay ra noi dé dwoc goi 1a
choi niedng than sao? Xin 101, tdi ctt nghi chd d6 chi 1a noi d€ @6 thoi.”

“Cau chi thira nhan 1a da dén céan choi nwdng than dé thoéi sao?”

“Né&u do6 1a tén can phong d€ d6 ma t6i da vao.”

“Cau t&i mot noi nhw thé” de’'lam gi?”

“Khong c¢6 muc dich gi ddc biét ca. Chi la trong tha’y trong lic di dao, c6
hirng thd thi ghé vao chiit théi. That sy 1a vay.”

“Po6 1a khi nao?”

“I\J’m, t6i khong nhé 1 14m.”

“Khong phai 1a dén d€ gdp Oki sao?”

“Hoan toan khong.”

Enami dip tay 1€n ban danh ram mot cai. Vi ti€ng dong d6, ma’y nguoi
ng0i xung quanh cirng ca lai.



“Chi la trong lic di dao, thdy to mo nén t6i thir ghé vao nhin chiit thoi!
Vi chit v&t ban & d&” giay ma bi quy thanh hung thu giét ngwoi thi that 1a
qud 1&m!”

Enami ngdi lai nhw d€ diéu chinh tw thé” va cam xdc cia minh. Lap tiec,
& bén canh, Muramasa 1am bam nhw the dng dang doc thoai mdt minh.

“Vay la hai ngwoi da khong gdp nhau & trong can choi nwdng than dy
nhi?”

“Gi co’?” Enami buc doc hoi lai.

“A khong, t6i dang nghi néu khong phai 1a & cin choi nwdng than Ay,
thi hai ngwoi da gap nhau & dau théi. Hai ngwoi gdp nhau & dau thé?”

Muramasa dat cdu hdi ngwore lai. Muc dich ctia 6ng 1a gi, nhitng nguoi
dang quan sat bén ngoai hoan toan khong sao hi¢u dworc.

“That vé& van. Chéng gip & dau ca.”

“Q, vay t61 hom d6, tai sao hai ngwdi lai di ra ngoai?”

“Y 6ng 1a t6i va OKi, hai ngwdi ciing di ra ngoai 4?7

Enami nhin vai mdt cich cuwong di€u, nhu th€ nhing loi Muramasa
dang néi chang cé y nghia gi ca. Thé& nhwng, ai cling ¢ th€ cdm nhén trong
giong ndi &y da co chit run ray.

ALY AL 99

“Vao dém tred'c hom Oki chét &Y.

Vién canh sat lam bd 18’y cu6n s0 tay ra, r'oi vira nhin vao d6 vira noi.

“Hém d6 cac vi choi bai & day t&i hon mwoi mot gio. Sau khi céac vi
khéch khac tré vé phong nghi ngoi, cau va Oki da 1én it ra khdi nha khach
trong dém. Chiing t6i nghi ring hai cdu da gip nhau & cin choi nwéng than
d6. Khi 4y, hai ngwoi da ding cich bic van d€ di qua ciy cau d4, viy nén
c6 1& t61 hdm sau Oki da bt chude cach d6 nhi? Vay nhung cau lai n6i 1a
ciu va Oki khong gdp nhau & can choi nwong than. Vay thi, hai ngwoi ra
khoi nha khach d€'1am gi? Hay néi cho chiing t6i nghe!”

C6 vé bi bat ngor, Enami nhuén may, mé to mét.

“That sy khong phai vay!”

Anh ta bit dau bao chira 16n x6n. Muramasa hit mot hoi that sau, nhin
anh ta bang anh mét sic nhon. Anh mét nhu mudn ra don quyét dinh.

“V@ miit clia cAu nhr mudn néi chic chin khong th€ c6 ai nhin thay
ding khong? Nhung ma rat ti€c, buoi t6i hom dé c¢6 ngwoi nhin thdy rd



rang hai cai bong c6 vé 1a ctia cu va Oki. Ngwoi d6 nho ca chi ti€t ban dau
ciu bude vao tir ctra sau, mot ldc sau thi Oki quay tré lai. Thé& nao? Hay
néi cho chiing t61 nghe, cdu va Oki da lam gi?”

T&i doan nay, Naoko dang ng'di trong géc phong cling gidt minh. Qua la
cd da néi voi Muramasa chuyén cé vé nhw budi t6i hom dé Oki da di ra
ngoai. Ca chuyén ldic d6 hinh nhw con ¢6 mdt ngwoi khac nira. Nhwng
chuyén nguoi d6 1a Enami thi ¢6 hoan toan khong biét. Coé nghe thdy ti€ng
Makoto thi thdm bén canh, “Néi d&i tring tron.”

Viy nhung nhitng 16 d6 cuc ky c6 hiéu qua. Enami miit cit khong con
giot mau. Trwdc ciu hdi da gap Oki d€ lam gi lic nira dém, d€n cd mot
ngwoi nhw anh ta cling khong the€ 14p tirc chdi cai dworc.

“Hay no6i cho chung to1 biet.”

Canh sat tredng 13p lai. Anh ta im lang, cling dong nghia véi viée 1o
néi d&i cia Muramasa khong con 1a mét 1o néi doi nira. Vién canh sat da
chi€m duorc thé chi dong. Vay nhwng Enami n6i.

“Dong cor la gi?”

Anh ta doi hwéng phong thu. Biét dwoc quan co d6i phwong ¢ trong
tay, c¢6 1& anh ta dinh loi dung chiit so hé @& héa gidi tinh the bé téc.

“Thira nhan rang budi &7 hom d6 toi di gip Oki di. C4 chuyén noi gip
g0 1a can choi nwong than d6 niva. Coi nhw t6i gat dau vai suy ludn Oki roi
btra tiéc, va dia di€m anh ta dinh d&€n chinh la cdn choi nwdng than dé di.
Vay nhung néu vi nhitng diéu d6 ma khép t6i thanh hung tha thi khong
dwore dau nhi? Tai sao t6i phai gi€t anh ta? Néu khong gidi thich ngon
nganh dwore diéu do thi toi sé khdng ndi ba't cr diéu gi hét.”

“Vay thi, lai doi d€ tai thém lan nira nao.”

Trai véi mdm mép nhanh nhay ctia Enami, Muramasa néi nang chim
rdi, thodi mdi d&n la ky. Ong ta qua thyc 13 mot tay tho sidn cdo gia, con
m'0i dang '0ng 10n tirc t&i trong tay nhwng van xi 1y dworc.

“Hom treedre ngay dién ra bira tiéc, néi cdch khic, ngay ma cau gip Oki
lic ntra d&€m, tam chiéu tdi cau da dau?”

“HOm trwedrc ngly dién ra bira tiéc?”

“Ba ngay trwdre tinh twe ldc nay.” Muramasa néi thém. “Chiéu t6i cua ba
ngay tredc.”



Muramasa nhan manh t chiéu t6i nhw mudn kich thich diéu do6 trong
ky rc ctia Enami, ngay ca Naoko dang & kha xa ciing cadm nhén rd.

“Piéu do... thi cé lién quan gi ch?”

“Hay tra 1o di.”

Muramasa cit ngang nhirng ti&€ng 14p bap ctia Enami.

“Pay ciling 1a mot hinh thiec diéu tra chirng ¢ ngoai pham. Tra loi di!
T6i dang hoi cdu da & dau khi d6? V&i nhirng diéu khong dwoc hoi, cau
khong c6 nghia vu phai tra 1o7i.”

Enami nhin chim chidm vao vién canh sdt. Muramasa ciing gay git nhin
dap lai. Ca hai cung im lang tham do quan bai trong tay d6i phwong.

“Khong con cach nao khac nhi?” Muramasa nhe nhang néi. “T6i da nghi
ring ciu s& dé dang d4u hang, nhung c6 vé tdi di qud lac quan roi. T&i
nwdc nay, cé 1€ ¢an phai nho’ d&n mot ngwoi trer giip manh mé hon thoi.”

“Nguoi tror gitip?” Ong chii hi.

Mot vai vi khdch dang cdi mit cling bat dau ngang d4u lén.

Canh sat tredng Muramasa won nguc, nhin thrflng V€ phia hai nguoi
Naoko.

“C0 Hara Naoko, nho ¢d néi giip!”

9 __ _

Khi moi bi an déu dwoc lam sang td, hai ngwoi Naoko da ndi nhirng viéc
con lai xin dugc giao phé cho Muramasa. Ban than hai ngwoi khong phai la
tham t&, ma chi don thuan la nhan chirng khong hon khéng kém. Ngay 1ap
tirc, 6ng ddp lai rang t6i nay s& cong bd k&t qua diéu tra tredc mit moi
ngwoi. Viéc nay nén lam cang som cang tot.

“Vé& chuyén cdng bo két qua, toi ¢6 viéc mudn nho ¢6.”

Khi néi ra cau dYy, vién canh sat td vé ngai ngung hi€m thay. Vi chwa
trng thy bidu cam d6é & dng nén bon Naoko dd vo cing bat ngy. Ong
ngip ngung.

“Nhirng diéu tra ma cd da thyc hién vi Koichi cung két qua thu dworc, c6



1€ cd nén ty ndi ra. Viéc nay khong nhim muc dich tao hiéu qua dién xua't
dac biét gi, ma toi nghi néu lam th&” cam giac cang thaalng ca’p bach s€ tdng
1€n, cling ¢6 kha nang tac dong 1on d€n hung tha.”

“Nhung mot viéc quan trong nhu the'...”

“Chinh vi la viéc quan trong nén m¢i phai giao pho cho ¢6. Hon ntra...”

N6i d&n day, 6ng nheo nheo mét vé ranh manh. “Du 13 c6 néi ra nhung
cdng trang cda ching toi cling khdng hé giam bot di dau.”

“Nhung...”

“Mong cd giip do.”

Ong cii dau nho va. K&t qua 1a ¢6 sé dam nhan viéc nay. K& tir d6, do
qué cing thing nén co the ¢& ¢ run ray, dén tan by gid van khong dit.
Luc sau, Makoto thi tham vao tai co.

“Hay lam d€ dang 1én linh hdn ngwoi da khuat. Ch.’fmg phéi 1a rat tot
hay sao?”

Nghe xong cau nay, qua thyc ¢6 da c6 dong lwc hon ra't nhiéu.

Déng lén linh h'6n nguwoi da khuat...

Dén tan bay gior, cum tir d6 van con d€ lai chiit gi d6 Am 4p noi 1'6ng
nguc Naoko. Cam gidc cang theamg sip 1én d&n cuc dd bao phil toan than cd.
Trudc 4nh méit dang d6 d6n vé phia minh cta tit cd moi ngwdi, Naoko tir
tir dng 1&n. C6 cadm nhén 15 khong khi cing thdng dang chi phéi toan bd
sanh cho. Qua nhién, d&i voi hung thd cdm giac nay vo cung ap lwc, Naoko
nghi. Chinh ban than c6 cling thd'y nang n€.

“C6 1€, trong s& nhirng vi & day c6 ra't nhiéu ngwoi biét viéc anh trai t6i
da tim hi€u vé y nghia cAu thdn chd Me Ngdng dwoc lru truyén & nha
khdch nay. Chiing t6i da ra't thic méc tai sao anh 4% lai quan tdm dé&n ciu
than chd d&€n mirc ay. Do viy, sau khi nghe rd't nhiéu vi khach néi chuyén,
ching t6i nghi ¢6 1€ bdi nd c6 lién quan dé€n vu 4n hai nam tredc, mot
ngwoi dan 6ng tén Kawasaki Kazuo da chét & day.”

Naoko tém tit lai nhitng chuyén phia sau cdi chét cta 6ng Kawasaki
Kazuo ma Bép tredng da k€ cho Makoto nghe. V&i ting 101 ¢6 ndi, khach
tro déu ¢6 nhirng phan h'di twong rng. Pac biét 1a khi nghe dé€n chuyén s&
da quy tri gia vai chuc triéu yén ma ong Kawasaki dd mang theo t&i nha
khach nay van chwa dwoc tim thdy, moi ngwoi déu 6 1én. Gira quing
ngrng ctia cau chuyén, Naoko nhin vé phia B&€p tredng va thd’y anh ta dang



ding khoanh tay nhin vao khong trung v&i vé mat kho coi.

“Anh trai tdi suy luan rang Kawasaki Kazuo da chon s& dd quy dé tai dja
di€m ma ciu than chid nhic d&n. VAy nén anh Ay di ra sitc gidi ma 4m hiéu
d6. Ching t6i nghi rang d& hiéu dwoc bi mat vé cdi chét cta anh &y, chi ¢6
mdt cach duy nha't la ti€n hanh gidi 4m hi€u ding nhw anh Koichi da lam.”

“Vay... cac chau da giai dwoc chwa?”

Bic si nhdm ngudi 1én. Naoko nhin 6ng bang khudn mit diim chiéu suy
nghi, néi giong dit khoat nhw the tuyén bd mot diéu gi do.

“Bon chau da giai dwoc roi.”

Nhirng khach tro x6n xao tré lai. Nhwng vi mu6n nghe ti€p diéu Naoko
s& k& nén ho 1ap titc im ling, hwdng mét nhin co.

“Am hiéu thuc sy rat khé. Ching toi ¢ th€ gidi ra dwoe 1a béi da Tan
theo nhirng gi anh Koichi d€ lai. T6i xin phép khong gidi thich cu th€, chi
biét 1a khi doc nhirng bai d6ng dao trén tA'm thé trang tri treo twong ting
phong theo ding trat ty, cau van sau s€ xuat hién. Khi hoang hon rwc do,
Cau London sé néi lién. Pay 1a mot phan lién quan dé€n Cau London, n6
truyén tai diéu mudn néi rang & di€ém ndi lai gitta hai médm cau c6é chon rat
nhiéu tht. Tt day ching tdi suy ra ring, khi hoang hon budng xudng, béng
cua ciy cau da phia sau nha khach s€ ndi li€n, chi can dao dat & khu vuc
bong ciy cau nd1 lién 2y la dwore.”

C6 tieéng huyt gié. D6 1a hanh dong ctia Kamijo. Anh ta kh€ gio’ ban tay
phai 1én bang diéu bd bong dua.

“Cau vin an chtra trong d6 da xua't hién r'oi sao? Tdi day cling da vit éc
suy nghi ttr ma’y ndm tredrc vy ma... Thé céc c¢d da dao chd d6 1én chwa?”

“Pa dao ro1.”

“Pam da quy thi sao?”

Nakamura hdi. Thdi d6 hoan toan thay d&i, cdm thay 4nh mat to mo
dang quét doc toan than minh, nhung Naoko van cd néi bing giong than
nhién.

“Pa khong con ¢ do.”

Sy to mo trén khudn mét moi ngwoi 1ap tiee bi€n ma't nhw thay triéu rat,
thay vao dé la vé tha't vong.

“Pa khong con sao?” B4c s1 hoi.



“Vang.” Naoko ddp bing giong ranh rot. “Mot chiéc hop gd da duwoc
chon & d6, nhung bén trong hoan toan tréng khong.”

“A ha ha!” Kamijo cwdi phd 1én. “Chéic chin trude d6 c6 ké ning tay
trén roi.”

“T61 cuing nghi vay.”

“Van dé la ké dé la ai?”

T&i didy, Muramasa ti€p tuc cdu chuyén. Ta't ca moi ngwoi lai hwdng
mat vé phia vién canh sat nhd con.

“Pa c6 nguwoi dao s da quy tri gid vai chuc triéu yén dé 1én trede cd
Hara va c¢6 Sawamura. D6 12 ai? N&u cho rang diéu d6 khong lién quan gi
dén vu an Mn nay thi qua nhién la khéng binh thwong nhi? Chinh vi thé&
ching t6i m&i hdi cdu, chiéu t6i ba ngay trwdc, cdu da & dau?”

Anh mét ctia 6ng hudng thing vé phia Enami. T ndy t&i gio anh ta vin
cin mdi, 14ng nghe ciu chuyén ctia Naoko.

“Y 6ng la toi di ddo s& d4 quy gi gi d6 1én sao?” Anh ta lam diéu bd mé
to mit ngac nhién nhw th€ vira dwoc nghe diéu gi dé that nhdm nhi. Vay
nhuwng, vién canh sat khdng tra 101 cAu hdi d6 ma nhéic lai.

“Cau da o dau?”

“T6i di dao, ngai canh sat a.”

Enami trd 10i. Sau d6, anh ta ti€p tuc bang giong diéu dau d6 khién
ngwoi ta cdm thd’y nhw the anh ta hét hirng thd r6i, hodc 1a da tré nén bat
can.

“Chi tiéc 1a t6i khong th€ chitng minh diéu d6 dworc. Nhung néi tring ra
thi & day chéc ciing phai c6 vai nguwdi giong tdi nhi? Nhitng ngudi khong
th€ chirng minh dwoc minh da & dau vao chiéu tdi cda ba hom truedc &y.”

Nhung cénh sat tredng Muramasa khong hé dao dong, dwong nhw 6ng
da dw doan Enami sé phan &ng thé nay.

“Qua that viéc cdu khong th€ chirng minh minh da dau vao chiéu t6i ba
ngay tredc, ban than né khdng cé gi dac biét. B6 1a mot diéu vo cling binh
thwong. Viéc ching t6i phan biét d6i x& v&i riéng minh ciu that 1a vo ly
ding khoéng? Thé nhwng, néu nguwoi khong th€ ching minh dwoc chi ¢6
minh cdu thi sao? Lic d6 néu ching téi nghi ngwoi da dao sd da quy 1én
chinh 1a cdu s€ hoan toan thdéa dang nhi?”



Enami nheo mét, v& khong th€ tin dwoc. Thay ddi phwong nhu vay,
giong di€u cua Muramasa cang 6n hoa.

“Viéc céu ngac nhién ciing khong c6 gi vo 1y ca. Thé nhwng day lai la sy
that. P& cau hi€u rd, cing nhau giai thich nao.”

Muramasa chi tay vé phia géc sanh chor. Chd d6 Nakamura va Furukawa
dang ng61 canh nhau.

“Cau Nakamura va ciu Furukawa t&i nha khach nay hai ngay trwdce, vi
vay bi loai khdi dién nghi van. Twong ty, vor chong anh Shibaura cling
khong thudc dién nay. V& diém nay t6i nghi cAu Enami khong thic mic gi.
Vay nhirng vi con lai thi sao? Truwdc tién la anh Kamijo va bac si Masuda,
ai ciing biét ring trudc gior dn t&i hai vi niy ludn ludén ngdi & chiéc ban
dang kia choi co. Theo d6, ca hai vi ciing khong lién quan.”

Vwra dwgc vién canh sat xac nhian chirng ctr ngoai pham, Kamijo 1ién
quay qua Naoko cwdi, khoe ham ring déu tim tdp nhu phim dan piano.

“Pay la Tan d4u tién tdi tha'y choi co’ vori Bac s cling ¢6 cai lovi day.”

“Vay thi cau nén cam ta toi di.” Bac s dap lai.

“Thé& nhwng v’ cia Bac si da & dau thi khong xac minh dwoe...”

Nghe vién canh sat néi di€u nay, Phu nhan vdi ca't giong the thé.

“T6i & trong phong v€ tranh. That day.”

Vién canh st lam di€u bd xoa dju ba.

“Trwong hop cuia bac, du ¢6 khong chirng minh dworc, thi xét kha nang
béac c6 th€ lam ma’y viéc dao x&i hay khong 1a rd nén khéng phai van dé gi
to tat.”

Phu nhin c6 vé khong thich cdch néi dé 18m, nhung trong tinh hudng
nay ba cung khong noi gi thém.

“Con lai 1a cac nhan vién ctia nha khach, t6i c¢6 nghe néi chiéu t61i la gior
chuan bj btra t&i nén khong ai roi vi tri dwgc. Ma thuce t& ding 1a thé”. T6i
cling da dworc & nha khach nay it 1au va thdy qua thwc moi nguoi ra't ban
ron. Thé nao, Enami? Nhw vay la chi con minh ciu thoi, ding khong?”

Enami ngang mat 1€n, xoa xoa long ban tay nhw dang chui dau m¢o, lién
tuc li€m moi. Bi€u nay cho thdy anh ta da cdng thezlng cyc do. Nhung du
vy, anh ta van chwa chju thua.

“Pung la chiéu tdi ba ngay trwdc téi khdng cé chirng ¢ ngoai pham.



Vay nhung sao cé th€ chic chin thoi diém s¢” d4 quy dwoc dao 1én chi 1a
ngay hom d6? Co6 the l1a ngay hdm qua, c6 th€ 1a ngay hom kia, ngay hom
tred'c ntra. Ma khong, ¢6 the 1a mot ngay nao d6 trede ca ba hom trwdc
cung nén.”

“Cau Enami, dwong nhién ching t6i ¢6 can ct d€ k&t ludn thoi di€m
chi€c hop duoc dao 1én 1a ba hom triede. Ngay vira ndy, hai ¢6 Hara Naoko
vira dao 1én dwgrc mot chiéc hop rong khong. Hai, ba hom nay tiét troi u
am, khong di ra ngoai dwgrc. Khi hoang hén, bau troi doé ryc gan diy nhat
chi c6 th& 1a ba ngly trede. C6 1& ciu s& thic mic thé con nhitng ngay
triede nira thi sao, ding khong? VAay nhung nhirng ngay trede nira tuyét roi
nhiéu, phd kin toan bd khu viyc nay, nhwng khu vic xung quanh dia dieém
dao thi tuy€t khong dong day dén vay. N6i cach khac, thoi di€m sd” da quy
d6 dwge dao 1én chi ¢6 the€' la chiéu t6i ba ngay trwde.”

Pay chinh 12 suy luin cta cinh sdt trudng Muramasa. Ong xudt hién
ngay sau khi hai ngwoi Naoko dao chi€c hdp 1én, nghe chuyén ai d6 da dao
s& da quy lén truedre, sau d6 két hop v&i quan sat hién treong lic d6 d€ dwa
ra suy luan nay. Bon Makoto ri tai nhau, “Qua nhién 14 ngwdi in com bing
ti€n thu€ cua dan cé khac.”

Thé& nhwng Enami van chwa d4u hang.

“That tuyét vori. Nhwng liéu cdc ong ¢6 bd sot diéu gi khong? Ping 1a
toi khong c6 chirng clr ngoai pham, nhwng con mot ngwoi ntra cling khong
cé chirng ctr ngoai pham gidng t6i dd’y. Chinh 1a anh Oki. L€ nao nguwoi
chét roi 12 dworc mién trach nhiém?”

Naoko va Makoto dwra mét nhin nhau. Vi phan bién ctia Enami tring khit
v&i nhitng gi ho dy dodn, Enami dang roi vao cdi ludi ho gidng sin.

“Bién ho cua cdu ding nhw dy dodn cuda t6i, Enami a.”

Muramasa cling n6i mdt cau giong hét.

“Puing nhw ciu ndi, qua thyc 1a khong ai bi€t rd hanh tung cua Oki vao
thoi diém d6, ma dén by gio’ thi cling khdng thé hdi ciu ta dwoc nira roi.
Nhwng hém d6, sau khi quay lai nha khach, ciu ta 14p tirc xud't hién & sanh
cho. Trang phuc cta cdu ta khi d6, rdt nhiéu ngwoi nhd dwoce, chi nhe
nhang v&i 4o len va quéan 0ng rong. Khdng thé€ nghi dwoe d6 lai la trang
phuc cia mdt ngwoi méi dao da't xong, ding khdng? Ngwoee lai, cau veé toi
nha khdch 12 1ién di tim, c6 the tha’y d6 12 do sau khi d2o x&i toan than ciu



da 12m ban. Cau nghi sao?”

Enami im ldng. Muramasa ti€p tuc noi.

“Luc nay t6i lai nhé ra mot chuyén. D6 1a cau chuyén Oki da néi trong
ldc choi bai sau khi #n t3i xong. T6i nghe Phu nhén k€ lai rang cau 4y c6
noéi thé nay: Chiéu tdi ngay hom nay tdi da trong thd'y mot canh twgng vo
cung thd vi. Con qua dang mo xac dong loai... Lic d6, vi la chuyén chéng
dé chju gi nén moi ngwdi da nhanh chéng két thic. Thé nhwng nghi ky lai
mot chut thi khu vec nay khong hé c6 qua. Vay thi diéu Oki mudn néi &
day la gi? Theo suy ludn cua t6i, Oki da nhin tha’y cdu dao s dd quy nén
ché& giéu nhw vay ding khong?”

Enami dap ban. “Chinh vi thé¢’ ma to1 gi€t cau 2y a!?”

“Khong, cau khong gi€t Oki vi bj trong thd’y, ma cé kha nang la b&i cdu
ta da voi tién d€ bit miéng. Viéc hai ngwoi gép nhau trong cdn choi nwdong
than ¢6 th€ 1a vi giao dich do. Chazlng phai ngay hom sau, cau ta lai d&n can
choi d6 ngay trong liic bira tiéc dang dién ra, 12 b&i hai ngwoi da giao hen
s€ dwa s& ti€n bit miéng & d6 hay sao?”

Muramasa di vao trong tam cau chuyén.

“Ong da 2?” Enami ditng 18n ndi. “T6i tha'y ddy 1a mot 11 bia dit, ngai
canh sit a. Ong 18y chirg ct & ddu ma néi vay? T6i m&i d&n nha khich
nay cach day bon hom thodi da’y. Theo 101 6ng ndi thi tdi da dao dwore s6” da
quy gi gi d6 ngay ngay hom sau. T6i khong rd 1dm, nhung lidu c6 th€ gidi
dwoc 4m hiéu trong thoi gian ngéin vay khong?”

“Khong the.”

Naoko néi. Thoang chdc, khuén mat Enami méo mé di nhw thé€ anh ta
dang cuc ky s¢ hai.

“Am hiéu khong phai c6 th€ gidi mot cach don gian nhw the’. Chinh vi
vay, anh khong phai 1a ngeoi gidi am hiéu d6. Nguwoi da giai am hiéu 1a anh
trai t6i. Vi mu6n cwdp thanh qua gidi am hiéu, anh da giét anh trai t6i.”

_ 3 ___

Mot lic sau, Enami gam 1€n gian du.



“Pung c6 dua! Lam sao tdi c6 the gi€t anh trai c6 dwge chi!?”

“C6 thé. A khdng, mdt minh anh thi khong.”

“That thd vi. C6 c6 th€ giai thich gium, t6i da gi€t cau &y nhw thé nao
khong? C6 vé ¢ da giai dwoc bi an can phong kin r'6i nhi?”

Naoko nhin thfmg vao mét anh ta va néi. “Diing thg"”

Trudc tién, cd nhin mot lwgt quanh sanh cho, hwéng vé phia Takase tw
ndy dén gio’ chi im ling theo di dién bién sw viéc, cAt tiéng.

“Ban dau ngwoi di goi anh trai tdi 1a anh Enami va ciu Takase ding
khong?”

Dot nhién bj hdi, Takase khd ling ting nhwng ciu van gt dau dirt khodt.

“Luc do, ctra phong ngu va ctra s déu khéa?”

“Pung the".” Takase noi.

Enami lanh lung I€n ti€ng.

“Vay nén viéc sau do6 toi co th€ vao trong phong ngu la khong the.”

Phot 10 10 néi ctia anh ta, Naoko van tiép tuc.

“Ba mwoi phit sau, cau lai d&n mot [an nira. Lan nay ca ctra chinh cling
bi khoa. Pung khong?”

“Pung the".” Takase git dau.

“Luac do, ctra sO thé nao?”

“Ha?”

Takasg: ha hd'c miéng ngac nhién, dwong nhw khong hi€u tai sao ¢6 lai
héi th€. O’ bén canh, Enami néi chen vao.

“Chgng phai 1a vin dwge chdt hay sao? Co dang noi gi the?”

“Co &y khong hoéi anh.”

Makoto gan giong. Co' mit Enami cirng lai nhw the bi ba't ngo:.

“Thé& nao?”

Naoko hoi lai. Takase nhin mot thodng vao khong trung, cudi cung Ién
tiéng tra loi.

“Luc d6 toi da khong ki€m tra ctra s0.”

“Thé& nhung chgng phai dwong nhién ctra s6 van dwoe chot hay sao?”

Béc si nhin Makoto, v& thic méc. “Ping khong? Vi khong th€ vio
phong ngti dworec ma chdt cira s& chic chin chi ¢6 th€ khéa tir bén trong.”



“Thé& nhung, c6 th€ cau Koichi da ty minh mé ra.”

Shibaura & bén canh rut ré dwa ra y ki€n. Vo anh, Sakiko cling git dau.

“Ra vy, vi lic d6 cau Hara Koichi van chwa chét nhi?”

“Khong, luc d6 anh trai chdu da chét roi.”

Béc si ¢6 vé da chdp nhan y ki€n cta Shibaura. Nhwng Naoko lai ngay
1ap tirc phu dinh diéu do6.

“Ngay tee dau khi hai nguoi Takase dén g6 ctra phong nga, anh trai chau
da chét roi. Vi anh 4y 14 ngwoi rat thinh ngd, chau khong nghi rang c6
ngwoi g ctra ma anh &y khong biét.”

“Vay thi viéc ctra sO lic d6 mo 1a khong the’ ding khong?”

Bac si hdi. Nhwng Naoko chi ddp “Chuyén d6, xin bac hdy cho mét
chut.” roi quay lai nhin Takase.

“L’an ti€p theo khi ciu d€n phong anh trai to1, cdu da dung chia khéa du
phong m¢& cra chinh, k& d6 m¢ ludn ca ctra phong ngt ding khong?”

“DPung vay.”

“Luc d6 ctra sO phong nga dang chot chat ding khong?”

“Pang dwogrc chot.”

“Cam on cdu.” Naoko ctii nhe dau cam on roéi quay lai phia Enami.

“Lan thr hai khi Takase t&i phong anh trai t6i, ctra s6 phong nga khong
dwore chdt. Vi the, tredre khi Takase dén 4n thae ba, anh theo cira sau di ra
ngoai, tir ctra sO 1én vao phong, chot cira so lai roi di qua phong ngl vao
phong khach. Pwong nhién Iic nay anh ciing khéa ca ctra phong ngu ntra.
Sau d96, tredre khi Takase di vao phong, anh trdn phia sau chi€c sofa duwoc
dat & ria phong khach. Trong Iic Takase di vao phong ngua, anh 1én ra
ngoai.”

“Thé& nhuwng chdt cira s0...”

Béc si 14c dau nhin Naoko néi.

“Cho't ctra sO chi ¢ th€ khda lai tor bén trong, sy thyc 1a nhw vay. Va
Enami con & bén ngoai. Theo d6, dap an chi cé mot ma thoi. Khi Takase va
Enami gd ctra phong ngu, bén trong dang c6 ai d6. Pwong nhién 12 mot
ngwoi khac ngoai anh trai chau.”

Céc khach tro 16 r6 vé xao dong. Tat ca déu nhin sang nguwoi khac, va
khi bit giip 4nh mét ai d6 lién bdi rdi cdi xudng.



“Pung th€’, vu 4n nay c6 dong pham. Néu khong nhin ra di€u do6 sé€
khong th€ gidi quyét dwoce.”

Naoko cham chiam cA't budc. P&i dién v&i dnh mét day ning luwong va
khi th& ciia moi ngwoi, ddu g6 run run, ¢6 ti€n vé phia trudc.

“Dong pham chinh 1a ...”

Co ging chju dyng sw cing thgng khi€n ban than chi mudn ngdi sup
xudng, Naoko chi tay vao mot nguoi.

Nguoi d6 hoan toan khong td thdi dd gi nhw th€ khong nhin ra rang
minh dang bi chi tay vao, nhung cudi cung cling chiu ngwdce 1én nhin
Naoko.

Naoko 13p lai. “La c¢6. Kurumi.”

4

Anh mit Kurumi vé6 hon nhe dang nim mo. Khuon mit khéng xic cam,
dwong nhw nhitng 101 Naoko vira n6i khong hé Iot vao tai ¢6 ta.

“T6i xin phép dwoc gidi thich lai tw dau.”

Naoko r&i mét khéi Kurumi, hwdng 1&én nhitng vi khach khic dang chor
nghe c6 noi.

“Anh trai toi da gidi ma dwoc am hiéu. Bi€t dwgc diéu d6, Enami va
Kurumi mudn chi€m thanh qud, bi€n s& da quy dé thanh cta ri€ng nén da
ha doc giét anh t6i. Th& nhung né&u cir d€ vay s€ bi canh sat nghi ngo. Do
do, tredre tién Kurumi & lai phong ngt, khéa cira s6 va ctra phong ngu lai.
Enami ri Takase di goi anh trai toi. Viéc ri Takase dwong nhién 13 nhim
muc dich ddm bao loi chirng tw ngwoi thir ba. D€ chirng minh phong nga 1a
mot can phong hoan toan kin, anh ta vong ra tin ctra s0. Pén bay gio ¢ the€
noi, viéc sau khi gé ctra khdng nghe tha'y ti€ng tra loi, phai vong ra tin ctra
sO ki€m tra ¢6 chit gi d6 khong binh thwong. Sau khi da tao dwoc 4n twong
ring phong ngt 14 mot cin phong kin, Kurumi mé& cira phong nga, di ra
phong khéch, khéa clra chinh lai. Sau d6, ban than tréo ra ngoai bing
dwong ctra s0. Xac nhan Kurumi da ra ngoai, Enami 1ién mdt Ian nira giuc
Takase di goi anh trai tdi. N6i cach khac vao thoi di€m nay, anh ta mudn



Takase nhé rang cira chinh dang dwoc khéa. Va d&n Tan thir ba. Nhw khi
nay t6i da trinh bay, Enami dot nhdp vao phong qua dwong cira s6 d€ ma,
khoéa ctra sO va ctra phong ngu lai roi ra phong khach, tr6n sau chi€c ghé’
dai. Ldc d6 Kurumi néi chuyén v&i Takase, du thé nao cling tha’y tinh hinh
Koichi nhw thé" 1a rat ky la nén dung chia khéa dg phong vao xem thé
nao...”

MANH KHOE ¢cAN PHONG KIN 1. Khodng 8:00, Takase va
Enami toi go civa phong ngu. Cira s0’ va civa phong ngu khoa
(Kurumi tron trong phong ngi).

Kurumi ra vao } phong 2. Khoa civa chinh tw bén trong, Kurumi
thodt ra ngoai bang cira s&. (Cira sé liic nay khong khéa). Do
do, tam 8:30 khi Takase dén cira chinh da khoa.

Enami twe civa so dot nhdp vao, khoa civa so va cira phong ngu,
tron sau chiéc ghé’dai & phong khdch.

Enami 4. 9:30 Takase vao phong ngiu, Enami tw sau ghé di
Kurumi>

C6 maYy vi khach ba't gidc ha hdc miéng nhw vira hi€u ra diéu gi. Co 1€
ai cling nhd ma’y loi nay cia Kurumi.

“Nguwoi vao phong trede la Takase. Sau d6, cdu &y vao ca phong ngu.
Nhan lic &y, Enami twr sau chi€c gh& dai chudn ra. O ngoai ctra chinh da cé
Kurumi trong ching d€ khong bi ai phat hién. Khi Takase phat hién ra thi
the anh Koichi va tw phong ngu di ra, anh ta xuat hién nhw th€ minh vira
mo&i toi noi. Thé nao? Cau Takase, khi tr phong nga budc ra, ngeoi dau
tién ma cau gap la ai?”

Takase mOng lung nhin vao ban tay minh, suy nghi mot luc, cudi cung
cau ba't giac nin tho.

“Pung th¢'... Lic d6 ¢6 Enami va Kurumi & dé6...”

Mot ti€ng bich vang lén. o phia phét ra ti€ng dong, Enami da guc nga,
mot chan khuyu xu6ng nén nha. Dang diéu cda anh ta Iic d6 cho nguoi ta
lién twdng veé mot con 11 bi dit day. Trai lai, Kurumi hoan toan khong cam
xtic. Vira nhwr dor d4n tha't vong, vira nhu hoan toan budng xudi.

“Enami, anh da pham hai sai fam. Nhor d6 ching t6i m&i c6 the 14t tay



dwoc manh khée vE can phong kin ay.”

Makoto van im lidng tt ndy t&i gior, nhe nhang 1én ti€ng, t&i nwedc nay
roi khong can tdn cong gid'u gi€m vo ich nwra.

“Sai Tam dA4u tién 12 anh da néi v&i chiing toi ring cin phong kin c6 gi
d6 khong hop 1y. Anh d3 dwa ra mot nghi van lidu ring c6 thé€ khéa chét
ctra sO tir bén ngoai khong. BAy gio nghi lai, 161 néi d6 cta anh chi nhim
muc dich tung héa mu d€ suy luin cta ching tdi di sai hwéng ma thoi. Qua
nhién ching ti cling da bi nhdm 14n béd1i 101 n6i d6, né khi€én dau 6éc ching
toi chi quanh quan trong suy nghi 14t tdy manh khée theo cach co hoc. The
nhwng cudi clng nd lai tré thanh don tri mang v&i anh. Tw rd't nhiéu tinh
hud'ng, ching tdi thdy anh cé di€ém gi d6 ra't dang ngo:, va dit ra nghi van
tai sao anh lai n6i nhirng 101 d6 v&i chiing t6i. K&t qua 1a ching t6i da nay
ra mdt suy nghi trdi ngwgc: cé 1€ hoan toan khdong can phai ban tam dén
van dé chot cira s0.”

N6i dén diy, Makoto dwng lai nhw d€ xdc nhdn phan (rng cha doi
phwrong, the’ nhueng Enami hoan toan im ldng. Co6 lai ti€p tuc.

“Sai Tam th hai ctia anh 1a néi voi ching t6i chuyén budi tdi hom
Koichi chét anh da choi backgammon. Td1 hom d6, anh khong thé chi choi
poker. Vi poker ¢an s& lwong nguoi choi nhiéu, né€u da tham gia thi khong
the€ bo choi gitka chwng. N6i cach khac, ¢an phdi chon ding thoi diém d€
nging choi poker. Thé nhwng diéu nay qua la ba't thwong nhi? Mot ngwoi
mudn choi poker d&n mirc phéi di ra Koichi nhv anh ma ty dwng gitra
chung lai d6i qua choi backgammon. Hon nra ngwoi cung choi
backgammon v&i anh lai 1a Kurumi.”

Nhirng loi Makoto néi tdc dong manh mé 1én Enami hon ¢6 nghi. Anh ta
khuyu cd hai g6i, doi vai rti xudng déy tuyét vong.

“Xin 16i anh, Enami.”

Liic nay Kurumi bit d4u Ién tiéng. Giong néi clia cd mét mdi nhur dang
1én con sdt, cad dong tic ding 1én va budc vé phia Enami trong cling dang
lo nhw ngwoi bénh vay. Té¢i bén canh Enami, ¢6 sup xuéng 6m Iy bo vai
anh ta.

“Co a7y vo toi.”

Giong anh ta y&u &'t nhu the bi ngat mii. T&'m lwng gay go run Ién.

“Co6 &y lam chi vi bi tdi nho va. Toan bo k& hoach 1a do t6i dyng 1én.”



“Anh Enami...”

Lwng Kurumi cling khé run 1€n. Hon ntra s6” khach tro nhin lang sang
noi khac, khong mu6n tha’y canh hai ngwoi nhw vay.

“Gio phai lam sao, ngai canh sat tredng?”

Béc si mit may nhiin nhé dau khd nhin vé phia vién canh sit. “Vu 4n sip
khép lai dwgc roi, c6 1€ ciing khong con viéc gi & diay nra. Néu dworc,
ching t61 xin phép quay vé phong.”

Bac si khong mudn mot vi khach 1au nam ctia nha khach c& phai phoi
bd dang dau khd khé coi clia minh tredc mét moi ngwoi nira, Naoko cam
nhin dwoce tdm trang ham chira trong cau ndi ctia 6ng ay. Chinh cd, nguoi
cé anh trai bj gi€t, cling cdm tha’y budn vi hung tha lai 1a hai ngwoi nay.

Muramasa dung ban tay phdi xoa xoa khudén mat nhan nhé roéi gat dau,
dwa mét nhin moi nguoi.

“Vay la quy vi cling da thay k€t qua cudi cling roi. VO cung cam on sy
hop tac cia td't ca moi ngwoi. Biy gior xin moi ngwoi hdy vé phong cua
minh.”

Ai ndy lién dirng 1én, vé nhw cudi cing ciing xong. Vo chdong Bac si, vor
ch'ong Shibaura, Nakamura va Furukawa, tirng cdp mot Tan lwot roi khoi
chd ng'6i. B&D tredng cling ma't hit vao trong bép.

“Puwoc r61.” Muramasa dit tay 1€n vai Enami. “Chung ta s€ néi chuyén
ky hon. Biy gio hdy theo ching tdi v€ phong.”

“Um... Con ti thi sa0?”

Kurumi ngudc 1€n nhin vién canh sat, anh mét dd vin nhtrng tia mau.
Thé& nhung khdng mdt giot nirdc mét ndo lin trén ma co ta.

“Ching t6i cling s€ hdi chuyén cd c¢6 ntra. Pwong nhién 1a sau khi néi
chuyén voi Enami xong.”

Lap tiec Kurumi cdi dau xudng nhw mudn néi “T6i hicu r'6i.”

Khi canh sit dinh din Enami t&i hanh lang thi khach tro duy nha't con &
lai, Kamijo dot nhién 1én ti€ng.

“Xin hay cho mot chut.”

Vién canh sat va nghi can, ca hai cung quay dau lai vé mat ngac nhién.

“T61 mudn hdi Enami mét cau thdi, cé dwoe khong?”

Kamijo nhin Muramasa. Vién canh sat li€c nhin Enami r'6i quay lai phia



Kamijo, gat dau. “Xin moi.”

Kamijo nudt nwde bot.

"Di€u t6i mudn hdi, la tai sao cdu bi€t dworc chuyén vé s6 da quy va
chuyén ching dwoc chon tai dia diem am chi trong may cau dong dao Me
Ngdng?"

Enami dwong nhw phai mat vai gidy d€ suy nghi vé y nghia ciu hdi cla
anh ta, sau dé lién tra loi.

“Chuyén veé s6” da quy, t6i nghe twr ¢6 &y... T6i nghe tt Kurumi. Con
chuyén c6 vé s6 da quy dwoc chdn tai dia di€m trong am hiéu, tdi nghe tw
Hara Koichi.”

“Cau nghe tryec ti€p t Hara Koichi sao?”

“Vang, & ma khong...” Enami dwa 4nh mét vé h'on vé phia Kurumi. Co
ta noi.

“La to6i da nghe. Vi vi d6 ¢6 vé ra't hirng thd véi dam hiéu.”

“Rala vay.”

“Cau da hai long chwa?”

Vién canh sit héi. Kamijo chip hai tay lai réi néi, “Xin 18i dd lam
phién.”

Con ndm ngwdi & lai sanh cho. Téi tAn biy gior, Kurumi van ng'6i bén
chiéc ban v&i dang didéu nhu sdp guc ngd, ddi dién 1a Naoko va Makoto
ng0i canh nhau, gitra ba ngwoi 1a ban co voi trang thdi mot bén dang bi
chiéu twong.

Phia quiy I€ tAn c6 Kamijo va Takase. Kamijo muén udng rwou pha nén
hinh nhw Takase dang phuc vu anh ta. Khong biét tir khi ndo, Ong chu da
ma't dang.

“Chung t6i gap nhau kha thwong xuyén & Tokyo. Cé th€ coi 1a nguoi
yéu ctia nhau ciling dworc.”

Kurumi bit dau 1én ti€ng. Thanh 4m nhw mot giot nwde roi xudng, pha
tan mat nwdc tuyét doi tinh lidng tw nay dén gior, “T6i va anh &y cling da
twng hira hen chuyén twong lai, nhwng hién tai chiing t6i gan nhw khong ¢6
gi trong tay d€ c6 the’ dam bao mot cudc song twoi dep sau nay. Toéi khong



hoc van, cling khong noi nwong twa, cdng viéc lién tuc doi tr quan bar nay
t&i quan bar khac. Anh dy cling chi 1a mdt nhan vién quén ctia mot cong ty
ngay mai pha san ciing chealng cO gi la. Chung t61 da ra't hy vong c6 co’ hdi
budc ra khdi bong rim u dm d6 & noi nay. Thoi di€m gap cau Hara Koichi
chinh 1a co h6i d6. Pwong nhién, ban dau chung t61 hoan toan khong nghi
dén nhirng chuyén dang s’ nhw giét ngwoi. Khi cau Hara dinh dao s6” da
quy d6 1én, tdi da néi phai chi€m 14y bang cich nao d6. T&i hom dé, cau
Hara néi phdi di ngti sém d€ ngay mai tién hanh dio. Ay vdy ma anh 4y da
dam lam chuyén nhw th€’... T61 hom d6, tha’y cau Hara mang c6c Coca vé
phong, mdt ldc sau anh &y 1ién dén phong ciu &Yy, r'oi thira co' hoi bd doc
vao trong luc noi chuyén. K€t cyc la tdi cing thanh dong pham.”

“N6i vay tirc 1a sau khi gi€t ngwoi, Enami da thdong bdo cho cd ding
khong?”

Co6 ta khé gat dau tredre cau hodi cia Makoto.

“The nhwng t61 hoan toan khong khuyén anh &y dau thd. Vay nén luc d6
toi cling la dong pham. Hom ntra, t6i con gidp anh Ay tao hién truwong
phong kin... Nhitng viéc ti€p sau d6 c6 1€ khong can k& ntwra, ta't ca déu
ding nhw canh sat da néi. Tw doan van gidi am hiéu ciu Hara Koichi d€'lai,
chiing t6i da biét da quy dugrc chdn & dau. Thé nhung néu ngay lap tirc dao
1&n thi ra't c6 th€ s& bi nghi ngor, nén chiing t6i ¢d” ging chd' mot ndm. Viée
phdi cho tdn m6t nam 1a b&i ching t6i nghi néu khong ding thoi di€m thi
goc dd mat troi chi€u ldc hoang hén cling khong chinh xac.”

“Thoi diém 6ng Kawasaki dem chon s& da quy cling trung ding thoi
di€m bay gio’ nhi?”

Kurumi gét dau khi nghe cau néi ciia Makoto.

“Ly do gi€t Oki ciling diing nhw 101 canh sét tred'ng Muramasa néi che?”

“Vang.” Co ta tra 10 bang giong hoi khan. “Anh ta khong biét quan hé
gitra t6i va Enami, nhwng viéc anh ta de doa anh Enami la sy thyc. Nhuw
vién canh st néi, anh ta da yéu cau ti€n bit miéng. Ching t6i cling da chap
nhan va hdi xem anh ta mudn bao nhiéu, anh ta néi rang s& quyét dinh sau
khi nhin th&y hién vat.”

“Viéc cho xem hién vat 1a vao dém tredc hom dién ra bira tiéc diing
khong?”

Naoko nh¢ lai khong khi lanh c6ng ctia budi t61 hém do.



“Sau khi dao 1én, da quy dwore gidu & can choi nwdng than d6 nén chiing
toi dd cho anh ta xem & ddYy. Sau khi thdy hién vit, Oki ngay 14p tirc thay
doi thai do. Anh ta doi chia phan. Con s6 anh ta dwa ra vieo't xa di doan cua
ching t6i, cu the anh ta doi 18y mdt nira s6° dd quy.”

Naoko hinh dung trong dau vé mat day tinh todn ctia Oki. Nhin thoang
qua anh ta cé vé la mot ga thdng minh, nhung qua cting lanh lung thyc dung
va cyc ky tham lam.

“To6i da dau hang va ndéi s€ chdp nhan yéu cau cua anh ta. Vi mdt nira
ctia vai chuc tri€u yén la qua @d roi. Thé nhwng anh dy... Enami nghi ngo
ring khong biét Oki c6 chju thda hiép dang hoang khong, ra't c6 the anh ta
s€ deo bam chung t6i d&€n hét doi...”

“Nguwoi nhr anh ta ra't ¢6 kha nang d6 day.”

C6 thé cam nhan dwoc trong cach ndi cia Makoto viéc cd da xem xét ky
tinh cach cua Oki.

“Vi th&, viéc 4Yy... t6i dd néi rang tuyét ddi khong mudn giét ngudi nira,
vay ma anh 8%y da lam th€’, t6i that sy khong ddm nghi ntra.”

No6i dén do, nhw thé da trit can toan bd sire lye, Kurumi guc mat vao doéi
tay dang dan vao nhau trén ban, nhirng méng tay dworc son dep d& cdm siu
vao canh tay. Naoko dwa mét nhin Makoto, thd dai nhe mudn trit hét
nhtrng gi con sét lai trong 1'6ng ngwe. Vu dn da khép lai nhung tam trang co6
hoan toan khong twoi sdng hon. Tri lai, ndi budn dwong nhw nhan 1€n gap
doi.

“Chung minh cting vé phong di.”

Naoko d6ng y v&i dé nghi ciia Makoto. Minh da thu dwoc gi? Co6 ding
day, trong long tham hai. Chfmg gi ca, chi toan 1a mat mat ma thoi. Tat
nhién, khi t&i dy c6 cling da chuan bj tinh than cho viéc d6 r'oi.

bay ghé& vao trong ban, hai ngwoi dinh roi di. Thé nhwng ngay ldc do,
cO ti€ng ndi1 dot ngdt ca't 1én.

“Cho mot chat.”

Nguwdi 1én tiehg 1a Kamijo, ttr ndy dén gio van im ling ldng nghe cudc
trd chuyén ctia nhém Naoko. Anh ta xoay chi€c ghé tron, hwéng mat vé
phia céc c0 gai.



“Kurumi, nhitng diéu ¢c6 mudn thd nhan chi ¢6 thé thoi a? Chang phai
con mot tOi 10i khiing khi&p ma cd van ci't gid'u trong 1ong sao?” Anh ta mé
dau.

Khudén mdt dang guc trong hai canh tay ctia Kurumi khé ct dong.
Kamijo mot tay cam cdc regu pha, mot tay chi th:flng ve phia ¢ ta.

“Viéc gi€t Kawasaki Kazuo &y. C6 phai la c6 1am khong?”

___§ __

Van ¢am cdc trong tay, Kamijo tr tte tién lai chiéc ban noi Kurumi dang
ng0i. Nghe ti€ng giay cua anh ta, Kurumi ngang mat 1én.

“Nghe ¢6 néi chuyén tr nady toi gior, téi thd’y hinh nhw chi mdt minh
Enami 1én k& hoach yél thure hién hét moi viéc, con ¢6 chi run ray dirng bén
canh. Th& nhung chang phdi khéi ddu cho chudi vu 4n chinh 1a viéc co da
gi€t ong Kawasaki sao?”

Kurumi mé& to mét, 18c manh déu.

“To1 khong gi€t ong 2y.”

“Gia vo cling vo ich thoi.”

Kamijo kéo chiéc gh& vira nay Naoko da ngoi ra, tha nguwoi ng'6i phich
xudng. Co th€ nghe tha’y ti€ng g kéu kér mot cdi.

“Theo nhirng gi ban ndy t6i nghe dwgrc t Enami, thi viéc cd bi€t c6 da
quy & vi tri am hiéu chi d&€n 1a do nghe Hara Koichi néi ding khong?”

Kurumi khong trd 101. Vi dwong nhw trong cdch néi cia anh ta da ham
chira y khang dinh r'6i.

“Th& nhwng di€éu do6 tuyét do6i khong thé€ xdy ra. Vi Hara Koichi hoan
toan khong bi€t gi vé chuyén da quy.”

“Sao co?”

Naoko budt mleng kéu 1én day kinh ngac. Anh Koichi khong bi€t
chuyén dd quy? Chic chin khong phai the. Chang phai ngwoi ndi anh trai
cO hinh nhw da tim ki€m kho bau chinh Ia Kamijo hay sao?

Nhin vé ngac nhién cia Naoko, Kamijo v0i vang quay vé phia cd xin



10i.

“Xin 10i vi da n6i ddi co. Thye ra tdi da ra ciu Hara t&i nha khach nay.
Muc dich 1a mudn ciu &y giai ho dm hiéu. B&i t6i nghi mot nguwoi khong
hoc hanh bing cAp gi nhw tdi thi khdng th€ nao gidi 4m hiéu dwoc.”

“Kamijo, r&t cudc anh 1a ai?” Makoto hoi.

Anh ta ho nhe nhw thé ngai nguing diéu gi do.

“T6i la ngwoi dwegc gia dinh Kawasaki thué diéu tra nguyén nhan cai
chét cta 6ng Kawasaki va tung tich s& d4 quy. Dén tn bdy gior tdi van
chwa ¢6 manh mdi nao vé nguyén nhan cdi ché€t cua 6ng &y, nhwng viéc da
quy ¢ vi tri am hiéu thi t6i da c¢6 dwgc thong tin ttr mot ngudn dang tin cy.
Do dé, ndm ngodi t6i da quay lai nha khich nay cung céu Hara Koichi.”

“Vay nén anh t6i da toi day sao...”

Truwdc cau néi bi nghen lai ctia Naoko, anh ta cdi dau that thap.

“T6i gdp ciu Koichi trén dwong di du lich, k&€t qua 1a da khién ciu dy bi
lién luy vao viéc khong may nay. Toi that sy khong biét phai xin 10i nhw
thé¢" nao...”

Anh ta ngang mit 1én, [an nay nhin thzalng vé phia Kurumi. Anh mét sfc
nhon khéc han Idc nhin bon Naoko.

“T6i di nho cau Koichi gidi 4m hiéu, nhung khong hé nhic d&n chuyén
chd d6 c6 chon thie gi. Cau 4y ciling néi chi ¢6 hing thd véi dm hiéu chi
khong mudn biét ¢6 gi & d6. Vi vay, viéc cd néi da nghe chuyén kho bau tw
ciu 4y 1a mot 1o khai hoan toan mau thuin.”

Hai ngrdi bon Naoko dirng ding sau Kurumi nén khong tha’y dwoc théi
d6 ctia co ta khi bj Kamijo truy hdi. Th& nhung cudi cling c6 ta tra 1o bang
giong vo cam.

“T6i khong nghe néi & d6 cé chon da quy. Cau &y chi bao hinh nhuw tai
vi tri am hiéu ¢6 thr gi d6 nén to6i da ty suy ludn la da quy. Viéc lién quan
dén da quy toi da biét tw tredre d6.”

“0, vay lam th& nio c6 biét dwoe chuyén da quy d6? Theo nhitng gi toi
diéu tra dwore, thi ngwoi bi€t chuyén da quy trong nha khach nay chi cé duy
nha't B&p tredng théi. Anh &y nghe dwoc 101 d6n dai d6 trong dam tang.
Thuyec ra, ldc d6 t6i da gdp va nho anh &y dung néi chuyén da quy voi bat
ctr ai. Bép trwdng chi néi diéu d6 cho Naoko va Makoto thdi, dé 1a Tan dau
tién va cling la Ian cudi cung.”



“Nhung Bép tredng bao da néi chuyén nay voi ca anh Koichi nira...”

Makoto néi. Kamijo gat gt ra vé da biét.

“La t6i da nho B&p tredng ndi nhw vy voi cac ¢6. Toi nghi lam thé” sé
giup cdc co dé dang suy luin hon.”

Ra viy, Naoko nghi, Tan dau tién moi diéu déu an khop. B&i c6 cam
thd’y viéc giai ma bi an sau khi té’\i nha khéach nay thuén lgi qua miec tu’c’rng
teong. Hoa ra 1a vi ¢6 Kamijo dang sau giat day. Kamijo lai dwa anh mat
sdc nhon nhin Kurumi.

"Tra loi di. Lam sao ¢6 biét dwgrc chuyén da quy?

Kurumi dudi thaalng leng, d61 dién Kamijo. Hoan toan khong con chut
da'u vét nao cda dang vé yéu dudi tw ndy toi gio.

“T61 cuing da dwgc nghe chuyén do.”

Giong di€u ctia Kurumi ra't r6 rang. Tai sao lai thé nhi, Naoko giat minh.

“T6\i cling da dén cira hang ctia 6ng Kawasaki va nghe dwoc loi d6n
nay. Rang 6ng &y da mang theo s6" da quy tri gid vai chuc tri€u yén ra khoi
nha.”

Kamijo nhé€ch miéng. “Co nghi la toi s€ tin chuyén do6 sao?”

Kurumi nhin sang bén, vé nhue mudn néi tin hay khong thi tly. Nhung
ngay sau d6 Kamijo cwoi 16mn.

“Co da bi Ira, Kurumi a. Khong, néi ding hon 1a ¢6 da bi lwra sudt hai
nam.”

Kurumi nhin anh ta ngac nhién. Naoko va Makoto cting vay. Kamijo
won ngue dang diéu chién thing.

“Piing la 6ng Kawasaki dd mang da quy ra khdi nha. S dd quy dé né€u
tinh ra ti€n mat s€ c6 gid tri vai chuc triéu yén. Th& nhwng phai di kém mot
diéu kién. Toan b s& da quy d6 phai 1a @6 that.”

“A.7

Hinh nhw c6 ai d6 ba't gidc thdt 1€n. Ciing co the’ la chinh minh, Naoko
nghi. C6 s6¢ d&€n mirc khong y thirc dwore ca diéu d6. Co 1€ hai nguoi con
lai cling vay. Kurumi bat dong nhw th€ toan than da dong cirng lai.

“Ba't ngo ding khong?”

Vé mat Kamijo nhw dang thich thi tdn hwdng phan (rng ctia Kurumi.

“Toan bo s& da quy ma Ong ta mang theo déu la d6 gid. Tat ca déu la



ngoc thach nhuém mau va da nhan tao, c6 ban hét di cling chi dwoc vai
dong 1& th6i. Pwong nhién, tdt cd nhitng nguwoi cd lién quan d&n 6ng
Kawasaki déu bi€t viéc nay. BEp tredng biét. Canh sat cling bi€t. Chinh vi
thé nén dén tan bay gio’ chuyén van khong ram beng 1&én. Th& nén khong
the ¢6 chuyén nguoi ta don 6ng ta mang s6 da quy tri gid vai chuc triéu yén
ra khéi nha dwgrc. Co chi dang néi d6i ma thoi.”

Kurumi van bat dong. L'4n ndy, dweong nhw da y thirc dwoe ¢6 bién hd
th& nao ciing vo ich nén c6 ta khong néi loi nao ca. Nhw th€ mudn co ta ton
thwong hon ntra, Kamijo néi.

“Co6 hi€u roi chir? Ca cd va Enami da 1ap di 13p lai mot tdi 4c khdng
dang gida mdt xu. Cdac nguoi twde di sinh mang cta ngwoi khac, phan
thwdng nhan lai chi 1a nhitng vién dd mau ma thoi. HEt bi kich nay dén bi
kich khac xay ra, chi vi ¢6 da gi€t chét 6ng Kawasaki.”

Nhu m6t ngwoi mong du, Kurumi dirng ddy, 1am bam tung tiéng.

“T61 khong gi€t ong ta.”

“N6i ddi cling vo ich thoi. Co bi€t Oong ta c6 da quy, cd da gi€t ong ta d€
chi&€m doat. Nhwng ¢6 lai khong biét 6ng ta ci't gidu & dau. Co chot nhd ra
da tirng nhin thdy ong ta mang xéng di ra ngoai... Pai khai moi chuyén la
thé”diang khong?”

“T61 khong gi€t ong ta.”

“N6i doi.”
“Toi khong giét...”

Kurumi ba't ddng nhr mdt con bip bé 10 xo bi hdng. Sau d6, bang ddng
tdc vung vé nhw the€ banh riang da vo, cd ta xoay mot vong va nhin vé phia
bon Naoko. Th& nhwng ddi mét tha't than cho thay c¢6 ta khong nhin bon ho.
Miéng hé mé nhung chaalng phat ra &m thanh nao. Dwong nhw bén trong
Kurumi ¢6 thir gi d6 da hoan toan sup d6. Khong... C6 1€ dung tw tan chdy
d€ dién ta thi thich hop hon. Grong mit xinh dep ciia ¢d ta méo mé nhuw
th€ moi thir bén trong co’ the’ da tan bién. Trong ddu Naoko dot nhién hién
1én birc tranh Tiéng thét ciia Munch.

Khoanh khéc ti€p theo, Kurumi thét 1én. Thir &m thanh ma phai ma't mot
lic ngwoi ta m&i ¢6 theé nhan thirc dwoe 1a nd phat ra te mdt con nguoi.
Naoko, Makoto va cd Kamijo nira, tdt ca chi bi€t sitng nguoi tredc sw
hoang loan ba't ngo’ nay.



Cudi cung, ngwoi trong cac phong déu quay trd lai.

Sang hom sau, v¢r chdong Shibaura va hai ngwoi Nakamura, Furukawa rovi
khoi nha khéach. Naoko va Makoto tién ho t&i trede hanh lang.

“Vay chidng tdi xin phép veé trwde.”

Hai tay 6m hanh ly, Shibaura cui dau chao bon Naoko. C6 cling khé cui
dau dap lai.

“Vi chuyén ctia bon em ma chuyén du lich cta anh chi khéng vui, thyc
s em ra’t xin 161.”

“Khong dau, d6 1a mot trai nghiém ra't gia tri. C6 1€ trong ca cudc doi
nay anh chi s€ khong gdp chuyén nao nhw vdy nwra, mic du n€u gidp nhiéu
qua sé ra't phién.”

Shibaura néi véi vé vo cing chan thanh. O’ bén canh, Sakiko cling mim
cuoi.

Nhin chi€c wagon di xa dan, hai nguwoi quay tréd lai sanh cho. Mac du
van cdn so'm nhung Béc si va Kamijo da lai chdi mit vao ban co’. Kamijo
dang nhin ban co’, vé mit ung dung nhw da quén nhirng chuyén xay ra ngay
hom qua. Vay nhung c6 th€ nhin thay hinh anh quen thudc tw lic dén day,
Naoko bdng cam thdy yén long.

“Bi€t dworc than phén that cia ciu, t6i thd'y yén tam hon ddy.” Béc si

)

noi.

Kamijo nhudm may 1€n hoi. “Tai sao lai thé a?”

“Thi lam gi c6 chuyén choi v&i nhau nhirng hai mwoi van co’ nhwng lai
khong bi€t d6i thu cia minh 1a ai ding khong. C6 the tha’y viéc tdi lién ti€p
thua ch?ing qua la b&i cam gidc ba't an khé néi ma cdu mang lai thoi.”

“Nhung ma cau Kamijo cting c6 bi€t gi v€ ong dau. Ngoai vi€c 6ng la
bac sira.”

Phu nhan ng61 bén canh I€n ti€ng.

“Khong dau, chiu bi€t vé hai bac kha r6 ddy.”



“Ha? Cau bi€t chuyén gi co?”

“Nhiéu chuyén 1dm a. Vi du nhw con gdi céc bdc cdi nhau v&i chong nén
ra & riéng, roi thi mic du bay gio 1a thoi di€m bénh vién ra't ban rén nhung
hai bac van c¢d' tinh di du lich dai ngay cho biét mit.”

Béac si danh roi quan co dang cam trén tay.

“Cau qua la mot ga nguy hi€m.”

“V1i cong viéc thoi bac.”

“Cong viéc theo duoi su6t ba nam c6 két qua, hin 12 tam trang cau dé
chiu 1dm. Tim ra chin tuéng cdi chét ctia 6ng chd tiém da quy va mang vé
dam da quy rdm, thii lao cia ciu dwgc bao nhiéu the?”

“Cung tam tam d€ ¢6 thé nghi ngoi a.”

“O, Ira gat ngudi khéc cling ching van dé gi, qua 12 mot viéc 1am &n
nhan ha nhi?”

“Ba‘t cir khi nao bac ¢6 viéc can nho thi cr goi chdu nhé.”

Sau d6, Kamijo chi€u twdng.

Trwdc budi trwa, canh sat tredng Muramasa dén. Ciing nhw Ian dau gap,
bon Naoko ti€n vEé phia chi€c ban & géc trong cuing ctia sanh chor.

“Hai ngwoi d6 hdu nhw da khai nhan hét.”

Quanh mét cia Muramasa han nét mét moi, nhwng sic mit dng thi c6 vé
kha tot.

“C6 th€ thay 1a ho da vach ra k& hoach rd't can thin cho trinh ty giét
Hara Koichi. Vi du nhw viéc Enami x& 1y giay dép Iic dot nhap vao phong
sau khi di qua doan duwong tuyét. Vi khong the ci d€ giay wot nhw theé” ma
vao phong dwoc ding khong? Trude tién hin di dép trong nha, sau d6 boc
tdi nylon bé&n ngoai roi di ra con dworng tuyét. Téi phong, hin ta thio nylon
ra nhét vao tdi. Lam vay, hin ta khong can phai lo chan s& bi wdt vi tuyét.”

“Ttc 1a khong phai ¥ nghi bot phat ding khong?”

“La pham tdi c6 k&€ hoach.” Muramasa kheamg dinh.

“Nhwrng viéc khdc thi hdu nhw ding theo nhirng gi chiing ta da suy luén.
Van dé 1a trong hai ngeoi d6 ai 1a chtt mwu, ai méi 1a tong pham. Theo loi
khai ctia dwong sy thi c6 the’ thad'y Enami la cht mwu.”



“VAn ¢6 gi d6 gon gon nhi?” Nhw nhin thi'u dworc ndi tAm clia vién canh
sat, Makoto ndi. Ong croi dau kho.

“Thyc ra nguoi 1én k& hoach va thyc hién ding 1a Enami, nhung nguoi
ngay tor ddu dwa ra y twdng, hay c6 th€ néi la @€ nghi, thi chi cé th€ la
Kurumi thoi. Ma khong, tdi cling khong d4m chic chuyén dé 14m, c¢6 the cd
ta m&i & mirc d6 khi€n Enami ndy ra y twdng thoi. Theo y ki€n cd nhan t6i
thi Enami da bi Kurumi diéu khi€n. Mot trong nhirng vi du rd rang nhat
chinh la van dé li€én quan dén thud'c doc.”

“U nhi?” Makoto bat néi 1n. “Chuyén thudc ddc van hoan toan chwa rd
rang.”

“Pung the”. Vi la loai doc dic biét twe ciy phu tir nén t6i cling c6 chit to
mo V€ qua trinh nd t&i dwoe tay bon ho. Thuc ra, téi da dwoc nghe mot
chuyén kha ba't ngo day.”

“Ngai n6i vay c6 nghia la?”

“Cac co biet viec Kurumi c6 mot mdt day chuyén duang khong?”

“Cai co hinh con chim...?”

Naoko vira néi t&i d6, vién canh sat 1ién gat dau, “Didng thé".”

“Hinh nhw mat day chuyén d6 von la di vat clia ngwei chi cli nha khach
ndy, d6 1a chuyén tdi nghe dworc tir anh Kirihara. Mit sau vat d6 c6 gén nép,
bén trong chira day doc cay phu ti.”

“Cha’t doc bén trong mat day chuyén?”

Naoko nh& d&n cau chuyén vé nguoi phu nir Anh quoc da twy sat. Ra la
vy, ngwoi phu nir 8y cling udng thudc doc tw sat. Ngwoi d6 cat loai thudc
ddc ma minh udng vao trong mat day chuyén d€’ lam gi nhi?

“Luc dau hinh nhw c6 ta cing khong bi€t day la loai bot gi, dem cho
meo hoang li€m thi con vat chét nén cd ta ngay 14p tirc hi€u day la loai kich
doc. Biét vy nhung ¢d ta vin mang theo bén ngudi. Qua 12 mdt phu ni
dang s¢. Tw chuyén d6 t6i cam thdy Kurumi chinh 1a chd mwu trong vu an
giét ngwdi bang thudc ddc nim ngodi, thé nhung chi 1a cdm gidc thdi, chua
¢ bang chirng gi chic chén ca.”

“Ra 1a vdy, van c6 gi d6 gon gon nhi?” Makoto néi bang giong tréu
gheo.

“Co that 1a...” Muramasa nhan mit, sau dé lai cwoi.



“Th& con viéc gi€t ong Kawasaki thi sao?”

“Tam thoi Kurumi da thd nhan. Thé& nhwng cd ta khang khang néi dé
khong phai 1a c& y gi€t ngwoi. Co ta bdo chinh ban thin m&i 1a nguwoi bi
ong Kawasaki goi ra chd cAy cau dd va c6 the bj giét. Kawasaki néi rang cd
ta da trong thd’y Oong &y chon da quy va tdn cong cd ta. Kurumi chdi la
khong trong thA'y nhung 6ng ta khong tin, va trong ltic gidng co, ngudi d6
da roi xuéng vyc...”

“Ciing hop ly day.”

“Hop ly.”

Muramasa gat dau. “T6i ciling khong nghi con ngwoi ta ¢6 thé ngay 1ap
tirc ndy ra y dinh giét ngudi cudp cha chi vi biét ring d6i phwong c6 da
quy dau. Vi khong thay ¢6 di€m gi mau thuin nén tam thoi chiing t6i cling
tin loi khai ctia c6 ta.”

Thé nhung chfmg phéi sau khi ngd sat o6ng Kawasaki, Kurumi da héa
thanh mot phu ntr tan 4c mang trong minh loai mién dich d6i v&i hanh vi
gi€t ngwoi hay sao, Naoko chot nghi.

“S6& da quy d6 & dau roi?” Makoto hoi.

“Puwoc gidu trong phong d€ d6 cua nha khach nay. Du sao cling khong
phai thir c6 gid tri gi, chiing t6i s€ tra lai cho gia dinh Kawasaki.”

“Ngai canh sat bi€t chuyén dé ding khong?”

Makoto hdi giong traich moc. “Vi ngai bi€t s6 dd quy do la gid nén da
no6i khong ¢6 chuyén giét ngeoi vi da quy ding khong?”

Khong ai gi€t ngwoi vi may thi nhw the' ca.

Muramasa cdi dau vé ay ndy, “T6i khdng ¢ y dinh Itra d&i cac ¢6 dau,”
ong xin 10i.

“A, con mot thir khdc cling dwoe tim thiy ciing v&i s& dd quy day. Téi
nghi tht nay nén tra lai cho ¢6.”

Ong 16i tir trong cdp ra nim cudn séch, cudn ndo trang bia ciing bj rich.
Nhin tén may cudn sich, Naoko bat giac “A” 1én mdt ti€ng. B6 chinh 1a
nhitng cudn sdch gidng v&i tuyén tip dong dao Me Ngong ma céc co dang
co.

“Nhirng thir nay, néu to6i khong nham thi...”

“Puing th&"” Muramasa gat dau. “La d6 cda anh trai c6. Hung tha khéng



biét phéi xi 1y the nao nén mang theo d&n tan biy gic thi phai. O trang bia
ctia mdt trong nhirng cudn sach d6 c6 ghi loi giai am hiéu day.”

Ong @it cudn sich d6 trede mit Naoko, dap vao mét c6 1a nhitng nét
chir vo cung than thwong ctia anh trai.

Khi bdu troi nhuém doa,
Bong cau London sé noi lién.
Tai vi tri noi lién do,

Choén ¢ phia dwoi.

Qua nhién anh Koichi da giai dwgre am hi€u. C6 1€ sau khi gwi cho
Naoko td'm thiép Me Maria... ay, anh da gidi thanh cong 4m hi€u. Hon ntra,
anh cling st dung cuing mot b sach nhw bon Naoko da doc. Piéu d6 khién
trdi tim ¢6 nhw c6 di€u gi &m 4p lan tda.

“0, quyén nay?”

Makoto ¢am 12y mdt cudn, nghiéng dau thic mic. P6 khong phai dong
dao Me Ngong, ma la truyén dan gian Celtic.

“Hinh nhw 1a sach tham khao?” Muramasa noi.

“Piing th&. Chéc chin. Dan ca Celtic ciing 12 mdt dang dan ca c& dai clia
Anh ma, anh &y tim hi€u dé€n ca nhirng thr nay ntra sao?”

“Co Ié vay...”

Makoto thoang chiit kho hi€u, tra cudn sach lai vj tri cil.

Muramasa ra v€. Naoko khong thich cdch néi chuyén long vong cta
vién canh sit nhd ngwoi, nhung cd phai thtra nhan ong khong hd danh 1a
canh st tredng.

Budi chiéu, v¢r ch'dng Bac si va Kamijo roi khoi nha khach ding nhw k&
hoach. Vo chdng Béc si mac trang phuc giong v&i Ian dau tién gap bon
Naoko, khoac chi€c ba 16 cling giong hét leo 1€n xe.

“Vé toi Tokyo nhé lién lac voi cac bac nhé.” Phu nhéan tw trong xe néi
vong ra. “Bac s€ khao nhirtng mén ngon hon ¢ day.”



“Chdu thua r'oi.” O sau lung Naoko, B&p trudng rut c5.

Béc si dwa tay qua ctra sO vay vay.

“Hen gap lai. D6 d& qua thi khdng can an cling dworc.”

Ngudi 1én xe sau cting 12 Kamijo. Anh ta bt tay I4n lwot Naoko r'oi dén
Makoto.

“Tat ca moi chuyén giai quy&t dwore déu la nho ¢ anh.”

Makoto néi khi vin dang bét tay anh ta. Anh ta nhin th:flng vio mét co.

“Néu khong c6 cac em, sé chzatng viéc gi dwore gidi quyét cd.”

“Nén chu y dén Tan bit tay dau tién nhu thé nay nhé. Vi dao gan day
chang con nhiéu dan 6ng thé hién lyc tay mot cach thang thin dau.”

“Hen gdp lai.”

“Nhat dinh nhé.”

Chiéc xe hoi tregt di mot chdt r'oi t toe 1an banh. Naoko cir nhin theo
béng cta chi€c xe mai. Moi ngwoi ai cling hi€u ¢6 1€ sé khong bao gior gap
lai nira. Chang hi€u sao mat c6 da nhoa 1€.

Budi t6i hom dé, Naoko bi Makoto lay ddy. C6 vira hé mét da nhin tha’y
khudén mat cyc ky nghiém trong cia Makoto. Vi dén da bat sang trung nén
c6 khong th€ mé mét dwoc ngay.

“C6 chuyén gi the’ Makoto?”

Naoko vira xoa xoa mat vira nhin dong h'6 deo tay. Kim gio’ dang chi ba
gio’ sing.

“Day di, t& mu6n cau nghe chuyén nay.”

“Vao gior nay 4? P€ ngay mai khong dwoc sao?”

“Khong dwoc. Nhat dinh phéi 1a bay gior. Xin ciu ddYy, day di. Gay to
roi, am hi€u bj hi€u nham ro6i.”

Naoko nghe Makoto noéi trong trang théai lo mo. Thé nhung ciu cudi
cung da khi€n c6 tinh nhw séo.

“Cau vwra n6i gi co?”

“Bi nham roi. K&t qua gidi 4&m hiéu bi nham ro6i.”

“Sao co’?” Naoko nhay ra khéi giwong.



_“Maria vé nCa khi nao?_ Ddi v&i cau hdi do, te bai dong dao Con bo
ria, chung ta da tim ra dap an chinh xéc 1a khi bau tro'i do rwe. Th€ nhung
khong han 1a chi c¢6 ldc hoang hon. Bau troi con dd rye vao mot thoi di€ém
khéc nwa.”

“Luc binh minh?”

“Pung th€’, ldc binh minh bau troi ciing do ruc.”

“Nhwng ma la thoi dié’m)m@ Maria vé day. Sau khi di ra ngoai, n€u noi
dén thoi diém vé nha thi chang phai chic chin 12 ldc hoang hon sao?”

“Maria d6 1a 4c quy. CAu con nhé khong? Maria dit chd d6 c6 stng.”

“Té nho chir. Nhwng ma ciu bao d6 khong phai la swng...”

“La swng. Nhwng d6 khong phai 1a Maria, ma la phu thay.”

“Phu thay?”

"Pung th&". Phui thuy c6 swng xua't hién trong cau chuyén dan gian Celtic
nay. Phu thidy c6 swng, nira d&m dén nha mo6t phu nir no va lam rat nhiéu
chuyén xau xa. Ngwoi phu niv khdn khd d6 da néi chuyén voi than giéng,
va dwoc day cho cau than chd d€ dudi phu thuy di. Niii cia ngwoti, cung
bau troi phia trén dang chdy lon."

Thinh thich. Naoko cém’ tha’y toan than chdn ddng theo twng nhip tim
cta chinh minh. Cau d6 chang phai giong véi mot cau trong bai d6ng dao
con bo rua hay sao?

“Bo rua, bo rua, hay mau bay vé nha...”

Naoko lam nham, doan sau Makoto cling hat ciing cd.

“Nha cua ngwoi dang chdy.”

“Té da tl\lﬁ’y rat la, chuyén ctia Kurumi &Y. Chfmg phéi c6 ta bdo anh
Koichi néi rang vi da gidi xong 4m hiéu r'6i nén phai di ngdi som. Nhung tai
sao lai phai di ngd s¢m?”

“Vi sang hom sau phai ddy s¢m ding khong?”

“N6i chinh xdc la phai dy trede khi binh minh 1€n. C6 1€ ldc g tAm
bru thiép d6 anh Koichi van nghi 12 me Maria, thé&’ nhwng ngay sau d6 anh
phét hién ra do6 la phu thay.”

Naoko nhin d6ng h'6 mét I'4an nwra.

“TAm may gio’ binh minh 1&én nhi?”

“T¢ khong biét. Nhung ¢6 1€ fam bdn gior ching ta roi khoi nha khach



la vira.”

“Bdn gio sao...”

Khong the€ ngt ti€p dwore nira r'oi, Naoko vira nhin ¢ong h'6 vira nghi.

“Khi binh minh 1én, ¢6 1€ béng cdy cau sé xud't hién hwdng ngwoce lai
nhi? Liéu chiing ta c6 bi€t dwong di khong day?”

“Chi con céch ddnh thirc Takase diy, nho cu &y dan dwong cho thoi.
NOi r6 sy tinh ¢6 th€ ciu &y s€ hi€u. V&i lai ¢an cd xéng nira nén phai nho
cdu 4y md ctra phong d€ d6.”

Cho d&n bon gidr, hai ngudi d&n g6 ctra phong c4 nhan nam k& bén sanh
cho. Ca hai da nghi chic phai g6 ctra manh 14m mé&i danh thitc duoc ngudi
trong phong, nhung khong, ngay 14p tirc ¢6 ti€ng tra loi. Hon nira, giong
n6i d6 con khong h€ ngéi nga. Takase xud't hién trong by d6 the thao, tron
mét nhin hai nguoi.

“C6 chuyén gi vay? Vao gio nay?”

“Ching t6i can cu gitp strc.” Naoko noi.

“Giup suc?”

“Pao dat mot [an nwra.”

Sau d6 Naoko giai thich ngin gon chuyén 4m hiéu bj hi€u nham. Takase
c6 vé cling ba't ngo'.

“Troi, vay thi gay roi.”

No6i xong, cdu bién mat sau canh ctra. Ti€ng ciu ndi chuyén rat to véi
Ong cha va B&p trwdng vong lai. Tiéng hai ngwdi ddp lai ciing khd to.

“T6i hieu roi. Cung di ngay thoi.”

Sau d6 ching mudi phit, ngoai Naoko va Makoto, ¢6 thém Takase, Ong
chu va Bé&p trudng. Tong cdng c6 nam nguoi, td't ca 18y xéng ra khoi
phong d& @0 roi xua't phdt. DAn d4u 1a Takase.

“Nhwng ma... téi da ra't bat ngo day.”

Vac xéng trén vai, B&p tredng vwa di vra ndéi. “Th& nao ma Ong
Kawasaki, cau Koichi, Enami, d&€n ca Naoko va Makoto ciing gidi nham am
hiéu la sao?”

“Khong, t6i nghi 1a anh Koichi da gidi chinh xdc am hiéu.” Makoto
ngodi lai, tra loi. “Nhwng anh &y chi viét cAu Khi bdu troi dé rwc. .. nén c6
1€ Enami bi nham.”



“Hi, ra 1a vady. Nhueng ma ca 6ng Kawasaki cling bi nham y nhw vdy nén
ma&i ¢6 the tim thdy dd quy & chd d6 ding khong? Chuyén that nyc cwoi
lam sao...”

“Vdy thi... khong biét c6 thir gi & dia di€m chinh xac nhi?”

Takase mdt may cé chiit cang thealng, khong rd hdi ai.

“Co a7y da gid'u gi dudi d6 nhi?”

Bé&p truedng hodi. C6 vé anh Ay néi véi Ong chit, nhung Ong cha chi 1c
dau. Co6 ay trong cau ndi ciia B€p tredng ¢6 1€ dm chi ngwoi phu nit Anh
qudc, Naoko nghi.

“Sép t&i gio roi phai khong?”

Makoto nguwdc nhin bau troi phia Pong. Qua nhién troi da kha sang.

“Phai nhanh 1én th6i.” Takase tang tdc.

Vai phit sau, mit troi tw tw 16 rang & phia Pong, ngay chinh gitra hai
ngon ndi sing steng. Lic d6 Naoko bi€t, n€u khong phai 1a thoi di€ém nay
thi khong the nao giai am hiéu dwoc. Chi can 1éch mot chiit, mat troi s€ bi
mot trong hai ngon ndi che mat. Béng clia cdy cau d4 truon theo dnh ning,
in dam trén thwong lwu ctia con song. Sau dd, cdi bong noi lién.

“La chd d6.”

Makoto 1én ti€ng. Tuy€t day nén di lai kha kh6 khan, vdy nhwng moi
ngwoi van him hé tién 1én. N&u mudn hon, vi tri d6 sé khong the xac dinh
dworc.

“La chd nay.”

Takase t(i)’i d6 dau tién, lién cim xéng xudng vi tri cAn do. Tiép sau do,
Makoto va Ong chi ciing nim 13y xéng.

Mot ti€ng cach vang 1€n tir xéng cia BEp trudng.

Bon ngudi con lai cling biéh sic, voi vang dao tiép. Cudi cung, nip
chiéc hop go bon canh chirng mdt mét hién ra. So v&i chi€c hop dwng da
quy thi n6 c¢6 vé kha to.

“Pay roi...”

Makoto néi. Giong ¢d run run, hoi thd cé chit loan nhip, chic chin
khong chi boi vira dao da't xong.

“Thd mdé ra di.”

Ong chi dwa xéng vao khe ho cia chi€c hdp, dinh dya vao Iyc bay cay



nip. Trong Am thanh kén ket, nip chiéc hop gb tirng chit tirng chit mot
nang lén.

“M¢ raroi.”

Bép trudng hap tdp nhiac nidp hop roi nhom vao. Ngay khi nhin thay
tht bén trong, ca nim ngwdi mit cit khong con mot giot mau.

“Gi th& nay...”

Naoko che mit. Thir hién ra tredc mét bon ho khong phéi da quy, ma la
mot b hai cOt trdng tinh.

7

Trong khi Takase lién lac v&i canh sat, b6n nguoi con lai khong tranh xa
chi€c hop ma ciling chéng lai gén, chi stitng sdt cam nguyén xéng ding do.
T4t cd déu chwa tirng that sy nhin thdy mot bd hai cdt, nhwng twr kich
thwdre xwong thi ai cling doan dwoc. Ngwoi dang yén gid'c trong chi€c hdp
gd d6 chinh 1a ciu bé con clia ngwoi phu nit Anh qudc da qua doi ma’y nim
tredre. CO Ay da chon c't con trai minh, va d€ lai mot ciu thin chd dan dén
noi d6 cho nha khach Me Ngdng.

“Cudi clung thi t& da hi€u.”

Makoto lam bam. Sau d6, c6 16i twr trong tdi quéan bo ra cudn s ghi chd,
dwa cho Naoko xem mot trang. “La bai d6ng dao Jack va Jill. Té da rat
thic mic khong hiéu tai sao chi cé bai ndy khong lién quan gi d&n 4m
hiéu.”

“Jack va Jill?”

Naoko cam 18y cudn so ghi chu.

Jack and Jill went up the hill

To fetch a pail of water;

Jack fell down and broke his crown,
And Jill came tumbling after.



Jack va Jill leo lén doi

Dé di miic mot thung nwoc thdt day;,
Jack bi ngd vor dau,

Jill ciing ngd theo sau.

“Anh n6i cau con trai da roi xudng vuc va chét dung khong?”

Makoto nhin vé phia B&p trweéng va Ong chi hdi. B&ép trweéng dau kho
gat dau.

“Jack & day c6 1€ am chi cdu con trai. Con Jill chinh 14 ngwoi phu nir da
quy€t tdm ty sat sau d6. Chon xac con trai dwdi chian cau London sao...
Qua nhién, né€u thr suy nghi s€ thd'y chuyén chfmg cé gi ca. Nhirng nguoi
bi chdn dudi cau London la nhirng nguwoi hién t&” ding khong?”

“Xin 16i...”

B&p trerdng xen ngang, c6 vé khong ma’y hirng thi voi cdu chuyén cia
Makoto.

“Moi nguoi vE nha khach trede duge khong? Chuyén & diy c6 tdi va
Ong cha 1a dd r6i.”



— — — MANH KHOE CAN PHONG KIN — — —



Kurumi

U

Khoang 8:00, Takase va Enami t&i go ctra phong ngti. Ctra sG va ctra phong ngt khoa.
Kurumi trén trong phong ngu.
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Kurumi

Khéa ctra chinh tir bén trong, Kurumi thoét ra ngoai bang ctra s&. (Cra s& lic nay
khong khéa). Do d6, tAm 8:30 khi Takase dén thi ctra chinh da khoa.



@ Enami

O

U

Enami tw ctra s6 dot nhap vao, khéa cira s6, m& ctra phong ngu di ra phong khach,
khoa ctra phong ngti va trdn & sau chi€c gh& dai & phong khach.
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Enami
(@) e
Kurumi D Takase

9:30 Takase vao phong ngt, Enami tw sau ghé” di ra.




— — — PHANKET1 — — —

Budi sang ngay hom nay, Naoko va Makoto da roii khoi nha khach Me
Ngdng. C6 1& cAu chuyén vé bo hai cot tring qud 6n 20 va giy nhiéu phién
phtrc nén tir nay sé khong c6 khach tro nira. Nhirng chuyén vé sau ciling
giao ca cho Ong chi va B&p trudng.

Ciing trén chiéc xe wagon tring lic t&i day, hai nguwdi bd lai nha khach
phia sau. Lic nay, thir ngodi nhin birc twong gach va mai nha nhon, an
twong cda hai ngwoi da hoan toan khac.

“Té& van con mot diéu thic mic.”

Ng6i bén Naoko, Makoto lwu luyén ngoanh lai phia sau va thi thim. C6
dan hai tay vao nhau, 1am vé mit nhw mdi khi suy nghi diéu gi do.

“Makoto 1am bd mit d6, ty dung t& tha’y dang sor 1am.”

“Tai sao dng Kawasaki lai dem chon dd quy & vi tri am hi€u nhi? Du c6
12 thid vui cudi cing cia mot ngwdi dd sin sang cho céi chét di ching nira,
thi t& cling thd’y ¢6 vé trang thai tinh than cda ngwoi nay khong dwgc tinh
téo.”

“Bé&i vdy...” Naoko ngéic ngir. “Khong tinh tdo ma.”

“Ping khong nhi, am hiéu d6 khong phai la th mot ngwoi dau 6c
khong binh thwong cé th€ gidi dwoe. Vi 6ng Kawasaki tredre khi chét nira
nam cling da t&i nha khach nay, lic d6 6ng da biét dén cau théan chd, t&
nghi trong vong ntra nam d6 o6ng ay da giai ma dwerec dm hi€u. Phai cat
cong 1am vy t& nghi chic chin dng &4y ¢6 muc dich gi d6.”

Van v&i nét mit chan nan, c6 khong néi gi nira.

Chiéc xe chay ngworc lai trén chinh con dwong bon ho di t&i. Hoan toan
khong c6 xe nao khac chay qua. Naoko nh¢ ra, cd som da bi€t noi bon ¢6
tirng & dwong nhw 1a mot thé” gidi tach biét.



“T6i ndi ra suy ludn cia minh degrc khdng?”

T¢ ndy t&i gior van im 13dng 14i xe, Takase dot nhién 1én ti€ng. Twdng
dau ciu ndi duia nén hai ngwoi khodng tra 1o, Naoko tdm tim cuoi.

“Cau cu ty nhién.”

Co bit gdp 4nh mét Takase trong gwong chiéu hau.

“Ong Kawasaki da sin sang d6n nhdn cdi chét nhwng vAn mang dd quy
bd nha ra di, t6i nghi la béi 6ng &y ¢6 ly do nha't dinh.”

“Thi t6i bao trwde khi chét 6ng &y muén dwore lam viéc minh thich con
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gl...

Naoko néi nhwng ciu chi khé mim cwei. Nu cwoi phu dinh.

“Né&u vay thi dau can phai dem chon. Lap tirc quy doi thanh tién mait cé
phéi hon khong?”

“Toi cling nghi viy.” Makoto van dan hai tay vao nhau gat d4u. “Vi ong
khong 187y cho ban than minh.”

“Pung the".”

Poan cua khd gdp nhung Takase bé 1di ra't khéo. “T6i nghi 6ng ay 18y
cho ai d6.”

“Lay cho ai d6? C6 nguoi nhw thé sao?”

“C6 chir. Chi mét ngwoi thoi.”

“Ai? Rudt thit?”

No6i vay xong, Naoko dot nhién sirng s6t. Hién 1€n trong dau ¢6 la cau
chuyén khoang hai mwoi nam tredc Kawasaki Kazuo cdp ke véi mot phu
ntr khi€n ¢6 &y phai sinh con.

“Ra viy, dng &y mudn d€ lai cho nguoi con ngoai gia thd do.”

Makoto ciing nhé ra ciu chuyén ma Bé&p trudng di k&, nhung co 14c
dau.

“Thé& nhung tai sao lai phai chén dd quy tai vi tri &m hi€u?”

“Thi b&i 6ng &y dau th€ dwong dwong chinh chinh d€ lai dwgc. D 6ng
ay ¢6 dwa vai chuc triéu yén hay s& dd quy cho dira con d6, thi ngwoi &y ¢6
1€ cling khong bi€t phai xr 1y thé" nao ding khong? Vi khong thé gidi thich
tai sao minh lai c6 trong tay s6 tién ay. Vay nén, tdi nghi t6t nhat 1a coi
nhw d6 1a @6 nhat dwgec.”



“Ra vy, ban dau cir chon dd quy vao vi tri am hi€u, sau dé ndi cho
ngwoi con cach thirc gidi 4m hiéu. Cho dé€n ding thoi dieém, ngeoi dé6 dem
dao s6” da quy Ién. Chi can khong d€ 16 ra minh la con cua Kawasaki thi
ngwoi d6 va sd da quy s€ khong c¢6 quan hé gi va ¢6 thé€ coi d6 1a @6 nhat
dwoc.”

“Luc d6 c6 1€ van dé s€ tr¢ thanh ai 1a ngwoi da chon sd da quy, the
nhung vi 6ng Kawasaki da dung tén gid nén sé khong c6 moi li€n hé nao
voi Ong ta ca. Cach suy nghi thda dang nhét 1a nguoi phu nir Anh qudc chu
cli cia nha khach nay, nhung cling khéng c6 gi d€ chirng minh. K&t qua la
s& da quy s€ tréd thanh vit s& hiru cia nguoi con d6.”

“Néu vay thi nguoi con dwoe gidu kin tr xwa d6 da tdi va dao so da
quy r'oi méi phai chit.” Naoko thic méc.

“Nguwdi con chic chin da nghe k& hoach d6 rdi, nhung cé 1& ong
Kawasaki da chét tredc khi kip truyén lai cach thirc gidi am hiéu. Sau do,
nguwoi kia cling biét s6” dd quy doé toan la d'6 gia... Pai loai 1a vay.”

“Um...”

Vé mat phdp luit 1a ngwoi ngoai, nhung cha dé cia minh bat chap céi
chét dang cin kK€ van 1én k& hoach d&n mic Ay, tAm trang ctia ngudi con
khi bi€t s dd quy d6 1a @6 gia khong bi€t nhw thé" nao nhi?

“Nhung cé 1€ vor cua 6ng Kawasaki dd cdm nhan dwoc chdng minh
dang tinh toan lam diéu gi d6 khong minh bach. Vi vay, dé phong treong
hop x4u nhat, ba ta d3 danh trdo s&” dd quy bang @' gid. Khong chirng ba ta
con biét 16 viéc Ong Ay s& mang s& dd quy d6 d&n chd vo bé ciing nén.
Nghi dén day, t& tha'y phu nir qua l1a dang s¢ nhi?”

“Nhic m&i nhd, Kamijo bao biét thong tin sd” da quy dwoc chon & vi tri
c6 am hiéu tor mdt ngu'dn tin cdy, ngudn tin cdy dé la ai nhi?”

Nh& ra cAu chuyén Kamijo k& hém trede, Naoko néi. O bén canh,
Makoto 1ién tra 101 giong u€ oai.

“Chéc chén 13 ngwdi con Ay da lién hé v&i anh ta, Takase nhi?”

Hinh nhw Takase qua chd tdm vao viéc 1ai xe nén phai mat mot lic méi
tra lovi.

“Co6 1€ vay.”

Cudi cung chi€c xe cling t&i nha ga nhd trong nhw cdi chudng chim.
Takase tién hai ngwoi dén tan ctra soét vé.



“Cam on ciu da gidp do ching t6i ra't nhiéu.” Naoko chan thanh cam
on.

“Lam gi c¢6 chuyén do... toi ¢ giap dwoe gi dau.” Takase ngwong nghiu
phay tay.

“Bay gio’ cau dinh thé nao?”” Makoto hoi.

“Tam thoi t6i s& vé chd me & Shizuoka mdt thoi gian, lic d6 s€ tinh
ti€p.”

“Vay sao... cho toi giri loi hdi thaim me ciu nhé.”

“Vang.”

Makoto dwa tay phai ra. Takasei nhin thezlng vao khudn mit co roi nim
ban tay a'y that chdt. Naoko cling bdt tay céu aYy.

Tau da dén bén. Naoko va Makoto vira di vira cdi chao khong biét bao
nhi€u an. P4t nhién, Makoto duang lai.

“Takase, to6i chwa hdi tén day du cta cau.”

“Tbi tén Takase Keichi.” Takase tra 1o bing giong rit to.

“Tam biét c4u, Keichi.” Makoto vy tay. Naoko ciing vay tay.

Tau da roi di nhung Takase vAn vAy tay. Nhin hinh dnh d6, Makoto thi
tham.

“Qua nhién, ciu ay ciling d€n noi nay vi mudn di€u tra bi an cai chét
ctua cha dé minh nhi?”

Trong khoanh khic, Naoko hi€u dwore ¥ nghia clia ciu néi d6. Cd nin
the’, ngoanh dau nhin qua ctra sO thém Tan nira. Trong cd dang Ién niém
thoi thiic mudn vy tay manh hon ntta d€ chao ciu 4y, thé&’ nhwng ¢ khong
con nhin thdy nha ga nwra.



— — _ PHANKET2 — — —

Sanh cho’ chi con lai hai ngeoi dan 6ng. Mot ga mat rdu va mot ga to béo.
Hai nguoi ngdi canh nhau trén gh& quiy 1€ tan, udng thit rwou Scotch ré
tién bang hai chiéc coc thiy tinh ¢ thap. Gi to béo 1én tiéng.

“Vi sao thé?”

Tay mat rau chi khé xoay dau. C6 1€ gd mudn xac nhan xem y nghia cau
héi dé 1a gi.

G4 to béo hdi lai mdt T4n nira. “Tai sao thit nay lai & cling v&i thing bé
trong chi€c hop gb6?”

Ga ném 1én mit quay mot miéng kim loai. Am thanh khd khdc vang
khip sanh cho réi tit lim. Tay mit rau chi liec nhin thit d6 mot cdi r'oi trd
loi lanh tanh.

“Lic chét, cau bé da mang theo bén minh. C6 1€ vay.”

“Vay nén.” Ga béo bop chit chiéc cdc. “Toi moi hdi clu tai sao lai ¢6
chuyén do.”

Tay mét rau khong tra 10, chi nhin thir mau hd phach chim dwdi ddy co'c
voi vé thé lwvong. Ga béo ti€p tuc.

“Lic d6 cau da néi la khong tim thay. Cau da n6i1 khong tim tha'y, bao
tuy&t con tréd manh nén cdu di quay lai. C4 nhitng giot nwdc méit dau kh&
trén khuoén mit dau khd clia cau khi 4'y. Chi 1a dién kich thoi ding khong?”

“Khong phai vay.”

Cudi cung thi tay mdt rdu cling chju trad loi. Th& nhung chi néi dwgc cé
th€, sau d6 anh ta lai cAm nhw hén. Ga béo ndm chit chai rworu, nhin chim
chdm vao chi&c cdc vé vd cling tirc gian.

“Noi di chir, the ra da xay ra chuyén gi? C4u da tim tha’y thang bé, hay



1a da khong tim thdy thing bé?”

Mot khoang im lang tréi qua. Khong mot am thanh nao phat ra ngoai
tiéng théd chtia hai ngwoi. Ga béo nhin ngang sang phia mit rdu, ké dang bi
nhin &y lai dang chidm cham hwéng mét vé chiéc coc trong tay.

“Khi t61 tim thdy...”

Tay mat rau nang n€ m@ miéng.

“Thang bé van con s6ng.”

Ga béo nhdn mit. “Gi co’?”

“Thang bé bi vii trong tuyé&t, mat y thirc nhwng van con thé. Toi dd b&’
n6 l1én va di bd vé. T6i vira v€ ra trong dau hinh anh khuén mat hanh phic
ctia c6 &y khi nhin tha’y thing bé vira dwa chan budc...”

N6i dén day ga dung lai thé dai, ndc regu wng wc.

“Bao tuy€t manh dan Ién hay la chan t61 khuyu xu6ng, td6i khong con
nhé ndi nita. C6 18 12 ca hai. Khi t6i nhan ra thi toan bo than minh da bi hat
vang. C6 1€ tim ki€m thﬁng bé trong nhiéu gio’ 1ién da khién co’ the t6i khi
ay kiét strc. Toi da co gang ding diy, nhung chan khong con ci dong
dwoc. Hon nita, tdi cling chang thd'y béng dang thing bé dau T6i1 1€ chan
dién cudng tim ki€m, va cudi cling nhin thdy né bj méic lai gitta lung
ching vach ndi. Lic &y, viéc t&i chd d6 vdi toi 1a khong the. Toi da dung
hét strc minh quay tré lai biét thy, dinh s€ néi chuyén v&i moi ngwoi.”

“Nhung cau da khong néi...”

“T6i da dinh ndéi. Nhwng vira nhin thdy ¢6 &y dang mong ngéng trong
ngoi biét thy, toi da khong the néi dwoe ntra...”

“... Tai sao?”

“Cod &y dang 6m anh chdng ciu nguyén. Khodnh khic dé toi di hi€u

a... D&i v&i cod Ay, thang bé chinh 12 mdt ban sao clia ngudi chdng. Ching
nao nd con ton tai, thi trdi tim cd &y mai mai khéng bao gio’ thudc vé mot
ngwoi dan 6ng nao khac.”

“Budi t&i hom do, t6i da dinh cau hon cd 8y.”

Gi béo dwa mét nhin di chd khac. Ga uong mot hoi hét coc regu, sau do
nim chit chi¢c coc khong, diing hét sitc ddp manh xudng ban. Am thanh



chi€c cdc va vao mat ban thinh linh vang 1€n, sau d6 tat ca lai chim trong
st tinh ldng dau kho. Nhw th€ khong nghe thd'y am thanh &y, khuén mat
ctia tay mat rau hoan toan vo cam.

“Hom sau lic tim thdy x4c thang bé, c6 18 co Ay ciing d thay thi d6.
Khi bj roi xudng, c6 18 thang bé da ba't ngo' nim 18y ns.”

Anh ta cam mi€ng kim loai trén ban 1én.

“Sau d6 c6 1& co Ay biét tdi dd bd roi thang bé. The nhung cd Ay khong
triee ti€p ndi vai toi, cling khdng néi vori bat ky ai khac. Co &y chi lang 1€
chon con minh va bién chd &y thanh mdt 4m hiéu.”

“Va trao lai 4m hi€u dé cho céau.”

“Cod &y mudn bién t6i thanh nguoi canh gac cho dira bé da chét. Néu
giai dwore 4am hiéu, t6i phai thanh that thd nhan veé tdi ac ctia ban than. Néu
khong gidi dwgre, tdi vinh vién tré thanh ngwdi canh géc.”

“P¢ 1a sy trd thu cua cd Ay sao.”

“Cole...”

Mait rau nhin lai mi€ng kim loai mot [an nwa. D6 1a mot chi€c huy hi€u
nhd. Chi€c huy hi€u ctia nhém leo ndi ma anh ta da tham gia ngay xwa.
Trén d6 c6 khéc dong chit “KIRIHARA.”

Makoto d6t nhién tinh ddy bén canh Naoko khi€n Naoko c6 vé ba't ngo.

“To da mo.” Makoto ngwoi ddm dia m6 hoi.

“Cau mo gi the?”

“Um... t& khong nhé 16.”

“Thwong la vay nhi, cdu an quyt khong?”

“Khong.” Sau d6 Makoto 16i twr trong tdi ra cudn dong dao Me Ngong,
1at that nhanh r'oi mé ra mot trang.

“Hinh nhw con chim trén chi€c mat day chuyén dé l1a chim cd do thi
phai.”

“Chim ¢ d6?”

Makoto dwa trang sich xa tredc méit Naoko. C6 I'Am nham doc.

“Ai da gi€t Cock Robins? La ta, Chim sé néi...”
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Makoto gip sach lai va néi.
“Chgng 10 nira, tyy nhién t& cam tha’y phu ntr that dang s¢.”
Naoko thich thid tim tim cwdi. Tau sip t&i Tokyo.
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